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-IlL  l;^e.■lU■^!,  ul'  Kiiyli>h  liijtuiian=,  ^J  acaii.  \v,  .nii<l  onfoC  the  iiinst  liril!i:iiit  \vriti-r>  (if 

tlio  pivseiit  ceiiUiry.  lias  bui'l:  '-The  liistoiy  of  acuinilry  is  best  told  in  ai-eeord  of  the 

hves  i)f  its  people."  In  eonfonnily  with  this  idea  the  Poutiiait  ani>  Bioc.itAriiiCAi, 

Ai.i-.i.M  of  this  count}'  has  been  prepared.     Instead  of  going  to  must}'  records,  and 

tiliing  liiei-efroin  di'y  stiitistieal  iii:iUei'  tliat  can  be  ai)pi'eciated    ijy    but  few,  our 

corps  of  writers  liavc  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  li\-   theii- 

entci-prisc  and  industry,   brought  tin;  eounty  to  a  rank  second  to  none  nnic>nn- those 

conii>iising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  tlieii-   lips   have   the  story   of    their   life 

stiui,^ks.      N<.>  niufc  interesting  or  iiistiuetive  matter  could    be    jiresented   to  an   inlelli- 

_,tnt  public.     In  this  volume  will  be  foimd  a  record  uf  many  whose  lives  are  worth}'  the 

iniitUumof  coming  generations.     It  tells  how  some,   commencing  life  in  jiovcrty,  by 

intbi  li\     and    economy    li.ave    accumulated    wealth.      It   tells  how   others,    with    limited 

I  1\  intakes  for  securing  an  education,  have    become   learned   men   and    women,    with   an 

y    J^,   nillneu  e  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  hind.      It  tells  of  men  who 

1,      ,        ,        h  i\>  ii--en  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and   whose  names  have 

"'^w^  «^\£2'        become  famous.      It  tells  of  those  in  ever}'  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 

^  &  iLcouK  hov,  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their   ellorls.     It  tells  also  of  many,  very 

many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  [lursiied  "the  even  tenor  of  their  \\a}',''   content 

to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  lia\e  done  what 

they  could."     It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  i)low  and  the 

anvil,  the  lawyer's  ollicc  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 

call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored   and  peace 

once  more  reigned  in  the  land.     In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 

be  lost  u})on  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  Hatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  adtlition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  re|)rcsentativo  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
imlilishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  co]ieei)tion  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  inditYerent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enteri)rise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  intere^ted 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  |)laco  of  business. 

r,  c     ,      ,        ,.;«.>  CHAIRMAN   UKOS. 

Chicago,  Se]itenujer,  lh8",l. 
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I    HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
'-■•  born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Ij"  Fel).    22,    1732.     His   parents 
I   were     Aiiyusline     anil     Mary 
«    (Hall)  Washington.  Tiielaniily 
to  wliich  he  belonged  has   not 
been    satisfactorily  traced    in 
England.       His     great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and     became      a      prosjierous 
planter.       He   liad    two    sons, 
Lawrence    and     John.      The 
former   married    Mildred    Warner 
and     had     three    children,     John, 
Augustine  and   Mildred.      Augus- 
tine,   the    father   of    Cieorge,   first 
married     Jane    Butler,    who    bore 
him   four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
^•f-^       maturity.     Of  six  children  by  his 
^f.%        second   marriage,  George  was  the 
^h        eldest,    the    others    being    Betty, 
j  Samuel,  Joiin   Augustine,  Charles 

and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington^,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  I'alomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighixirhood 
schools  alTorded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
scliool,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
matheniat-cs.       Wk.    si)ellini    was    rather    dcfectiv*. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  liobleness  iif  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4yearsoldheliad  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  liim, 
but  through  tiie  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  ai>i>ointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  i75r,  thougli  only  ly  jears  of 
age,  he  was  apix)inted  adjutant  wiiii  the  rank  oi 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Uix)n  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  wliich  the  northern  was  assignee  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  hin"i  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.-  This  v,as  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  jMJst  near  l^ake  Kiie  m  Noitli- 
wcstern  rennsylvania.  Tiie  distance  to  lie  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  W  inter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  witliout  miht.uy 
escort,  through  a  territorv  occupied  bv  Indians 
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GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 


trip  was  a  peiilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  lie  relumed  in  salely  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  reijort  of  his  exi)edition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  \'irginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  wliich 
Washington  look  a  most  innx)rlant  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  lirad- 
dock's  defeat,  Wasliinglon  was  almost  lire  onlyoflicer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  I  lie  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Draddock 
iveie  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  \\'ashinglon 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levcliii",  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharichouter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  laken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  lo  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  aimy,  lie 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  (Jliio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  tlie 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Cuslis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  Jolin  I'arke  Custis. 

AVhen  the  LSritish  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
if  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  \'irginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia, Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  ixjssiljle.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  wlien  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  ])lainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  \\\\ox\  tlie  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acfs  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  ever)'  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  17S3,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Conlinental  Congress  sitting  at  Anna|K;lis.  He 
retired  imniedialely  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occup;'.lion  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  iniblic  life. 

Ill  February, 17S9,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lad.  of  confidence  on  the  pari 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  secliuiis  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  lo  llie  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  iiarlisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  ihe  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  exi)iration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  niaiiv 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiiaton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  lo  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  re|>ose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrui)ted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  lo 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  suiierintei.ded  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  lo  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off  ]")ecember  12,  he  tixik 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  lo  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  imjiossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  inleresl, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  ch.dlenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  i)riiuiples,  and  na- 
tions, and  lo  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  glolje,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  AVashington  was  unusally  ta/i,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull. 
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1^-7"-\|  own  ADAMS,  the  second 
//|  1  'I  {'resident  and  the  lirst  Vice- 
ITrfel  4'  I  I'l'^'sident  of  the  United  Slates, 
■  \>  '/(t  M  '^'^*  '-'°'^"  '"  Braintree  (now 
J-2,  Qiiincy  ),M;iss.,  and  about  ten 
^*^  miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
■13  1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Admis,  emigrated  from  England 
al.itMit  i6.!o,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
l)arents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  fanner  of  limited 
means,  to  wliich  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  Jolin,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  ^\'orcester,  Mass.  This  lie  found  but  a 
"school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  [lurjxDse  he  placed  In'uisclf 
under  the  tuition  of  tlie  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  ]X)ssessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  jiis 
marriage,  (lyC's),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  ta.va- 
tion  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  look  initial 
steps  toward  holdir.^  i  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions lie  offered  on  the  subject  became  veiy  i<opulai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  foi 
word  by  over  forty  different  louns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton ill  176S,  and  became  one  of  tlic  most  courageous 
and  prounnent  advocatesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislatuie)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegate^ 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Coiigrets, 
wiiich  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himsell 
by  his  capacity  Rit  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated tlie  movement  for  independence  against  ti'-; 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  mcvcd 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  ilve 
appointed  June  11,  to  jirepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  tlirough 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  tin 
glow  of  e.xcitt'd  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wile 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seeins  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  ]>rophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the 
greatest  cpiestion  was  decided  that  ever  was  debaieit 
in  ,\inerica;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resoUition  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  th.at  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  'I'he  day  is  passed.  The  fourtli  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  e:och  in  the  history 
of  .America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebr  ilcd 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  ar.nive-sary 
festival.  It  ought  to  becommemoraled  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  dcvoiiou  to  Almighty 
God.      It  ought  to  be  solemnized   v.ilh    [K-imp,   shows, 
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games,  siwrls,  guns,  liells,  bonfires,  and  ilkuninations 
from  one  end  of  the  coiuineiu  to  the  other,  from  this 
lime  forw;ird  for  ever.  \  ou  will  think  mc  lraasi)orted 
with  enlimsias'.n,  Init  1  am  not.  1  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and.  blood  and  treasure,  tliat  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaralion,  and  supiiort  and  defend 
these  Slates;  yet,  throngh  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
Wurth  moie  than  all  tiie  means;  and  that  iiosterity 
will  triumjih,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hoi)e  we  shall  not." 

ill  November,  1777,  Mr.  .Vdams  was  a|i|iointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  liemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  ].,ee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  'I'his  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  se[>arated  him  frcun  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
jxjsed  him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  hiui.  He  lelt  Fkukc  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  lie  w.is  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  liimself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  projiosels.  lie 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  imiHirlaul  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  2  1,  i7'''J.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  w  hich  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  F^uglaiid  to  drink  tlie  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  and  despond- 
ing, he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  .•\msterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  heahh  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,he  made  the  trip. 

February  2.|,  1785.  Congress  apixjinted  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  F^ngland  did  not 
condescend  to  .ipiwint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

AVhen  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  bv  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  aljroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President,  .^gain 
al  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  179C,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  pulilic  life,  and  Mr.  .\dams  was 
elected  Presi''ent, though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years,he  was  succeeded  by 
-Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While   Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   great 


French  Ilevolulion  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  U[)(jn  this  point  whiili  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jelferson. 
Mr.  .Adams  fell  no  sympathy  with  (he  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
|)Ower  of  Sell-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  (ihilosophers  who  he  claimed  causeil  it. 
(.in  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  symi)at hies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  an^.l  two  jiowerful  parties  v/iTe  tlius  .soon  or^j.ii.- 
i/ed,  Adams  al  the  head  of  the  one  whose  .sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  oilier  in 
s)nipathy  with  F'rance. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  tliat  ju.st 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  jiot  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venera'ile 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  u[>  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
inslitulion  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supiwrting.  In  iR;:4,  his  cuj)  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
slation  in  the  gift  of  the  peo\)le. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  compleled  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  uiK)n  the 
e;irlh  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
enrthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  I*"or  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customar)'  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  1n- 
II)  |'i;niiknck  foueveu."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes:  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourih  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "  It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  weri,, 
"  Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  ])ersonal  ap|)earance  and  m.inners  of  Mr. 
.Vdams  were  not  particularly  pieixissessing.  His  face, 
as  his  jiortrait  manifesfs,was  intelU'Ctual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  \\ashingion,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Teffetson. 
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^.  I  TOM  AS  JEFFERSON  was 
\  lain  April  2,  iH3'  -''  Shad- 
^'  well,  Alhcrmarle  county,  Va. 
V  Hii  |)aicnts  were  Tcler  and 
^  lane  (Randol|)h)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
anil  tlie  latter  l.oiii  in  Lon- 
don. To  tlieni  were  born  six 
daugliters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomaa  was  tlie  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  lie  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  ]ia\'- 
ing  been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  \Villiam 
and  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
aad  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  e.\ pensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
|)ieviously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
liouvs  a  day  to  haid  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  tlie  city  and  back  again.  He  tlius  attained  very 
liigli  iiiiellectnal  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Cireek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholtir  has  seldom  cone  fortli  from  college  halls;  and 
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there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  imieminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  i)rofession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  acculeness  as  a 
lawyer.  Jjiit  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  iMigland  had  awakened  tlie  spirit  of 
resi.-^tance  of  the  Anieiican  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  niemlier  of  the  Virginia  House  of  15urgess(!s.  !n 
177::  lij  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  yo'uig  widow. 

Ujion  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwi. 11,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon, 
became  tlie  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  J  775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  u[Xin  a  number  of  imjiortant  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  ajipointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  .Adams  suggested 
a  (i^w  veilial  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
ill  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  ])assed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.     What  must  have  been  the  feelii'.gs  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  chniged  willi  llic  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laralion,  which,  while  it  made  known  the  wronijs  of 
America,  was  also  to  imblish  her  to  llie  world,  free, 
Goverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable ]iapers  ever  written  ;  and  did  noother  effort 
uf  the  mind  of  its  aiUiior  exist,  that  alone  would  he 
sufticient  to  slanip  his  name  with  immortality. 

Jn  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  ilenry,  as  Oovernor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  liritisii  otlicer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  exijetllliun  to 
Monlicello,  to  rapture  the  (lovernor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  tlie  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  ])osses- 
sion  of  the  British  troops.  liis  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  t'.ongress  in  1783. 
Two  yeirs  later  he  was  apiioinled  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  tlie  United  States 
in  September,  7789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  [X)sition  he  resigned 
Jan.  r,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  lonr  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  l^resident. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tran(]uility  and  peace  of  the  L'nion;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  miprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  jilan  of  a 
military  expedition  intc  the  S[)anish  territories  on  oui- 
southwestern  frontier,  fur  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  su[)poscd 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  iSog,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  ix)litical  life.  l'"or  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continuall)-  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  era|)loyed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Hasing  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  Ills  life  to  the  service  of  liis 
countiy,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  U|X)n  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  l)id  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  ^Vhole 
families  can\e  in  their  coaches  with  their  hoises, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — .nnd  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
firshionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  tlie  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Indei)endence. 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  ])ait  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  ami 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  sulemnily 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jeffer.son,  as  the  fiamer 
and  one  of  the  feiv  surviving  signers  of  the  Declaia- 
tion,  to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  (hi ration,  and 
had  been  continually  incieasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  whi( '1 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
stale  tlial  his  medical  attendants,  enteilained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  I'loin  this  time  he  was  ])erfectlj 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  t)n  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expiessed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  ll  eairol  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  pi.iyer  was  heartl — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  thioiigli  our  land, 
burst  u])on  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  ol  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  art  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoirings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  aullior,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  Lear 
him  comiiany,  left  the  scene  of  his  caithly  honors 
Hand  in  h:ind  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  hnd  ch.eercd  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  laboied  together  for  tlie  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  lii^  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silverv;  his  complexion  was  f.iir,  his  fore 
head  broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful  He  ixjssessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  ns 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  fiiends 
never  recollected  to  h;ive  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simjile  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hosiiitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
saticui  he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  (orrect.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  foimed  his  style 
ujKJii  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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VMrS    MADISON,    "Father 
^)  of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
'  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  16,  1757,  and 
dad   rt  his   home  in  Virginia, 
Tunc  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
lames  Madison  is  insejjarably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  im|)Ortant 
events  m  that  heroic  period  of  our 
tountu   during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  tiiis  great    repulilic  were 
hiid.  He  was  the  hist  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  tlie    United 
States  to   he.    called    to    his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  u|X)n  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  '  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called,"  Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  h.ighly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
It  was  Init  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  ]iersonal  and 
lK)litical  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor,  .'^l  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  wth  the  most  im- 
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jirudent  zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  tlie  2.4.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  i,  with  a  feclile 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  higiily  disciplined  and  riclily  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subst 
iiuciil  c.Trecr. 

Reluming  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  e.xtensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  tlie  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  o( 
a  statesman.  >  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  diiected  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  ix)wers  of  reasoning,  he  weiglied 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
('777)'  ''^  ^^'''*s  a  candidate  for  the  General  .\ssembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election  ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  belialf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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iiUclleclual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  llie  year 
1 7 So,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  lie  met  llie  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  consj)iciious  i>osilijns  amoiiy  tliem. 

For  three  ye.irs  Mr.  Madison  cunlinued  in  t"on- 
gress,  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
J n  llie  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia    Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inelliciency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional governmenl,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  eflicient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  17S6,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  Cieneral  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  Stales  to  a)>iioint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annafwlis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  I'ive  States  only  were  re[iresentL-d.  The 
convention,  liowever,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  I'liiladelphia,  in  May,  17H7,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  ibr  the  United  States,  to  t.ike  the  place 
of  tiiat  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  api-ointed.  Kvery  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  .States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  jien  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constiti'iion,  adopted  by  a  vote  Si  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  ihe  several  States  for  acceptance. 
IJut  grave  solic  itude  was  felt.  .Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  bul  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  \\\i  an  address  to  the  jjeople  of  the  United 
States,  expoundinc^  the  jmnciples  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  o|>position 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

W\.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
licntatives  in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  o!  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  |K)wer  of  fascination, 
wlioni  he  married.  .Sjie  was  in  i)ersou  and  character 
(pieenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  |)osition  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administi.uion 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 


Ihilish  orders  in  council  dcstioycd  our  commerce,  and 
our  Hag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiiing 
in  his  disixisition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  J5ut  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  routed.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  shij)  brought 
to,  ujjon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  ]'",nglish  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  boartl  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  |)araded  before  him.  With  great  nonch.d- 
ance  he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  ]ilease  lo 
designate  as  Hritish  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  lo  fight,  by  comi)ulsion,  flu- 
battles  of  Kngland.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  (jovernment  could  induce 
the  liritish  cabinet  to  relincpiish. 

On  the  i8th  of  June,  1812,  I'resident  Madison  gave 
his  appioval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  llie  country 
in  general  appvo\ed;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  is  13,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  m.ijority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term. of  office.  Tliis  is 
not  the  |>lace  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  tlie  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  gr.ip- 
pling  wilh  the  most  formidable  jwwer  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  lommenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  earlj  in  Febrnaiy, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaiing  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  llie  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offc  led  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
jieake  J>ay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  litlle  city  of  Washingtop  was  thrown 
into  consternation,  'j'lie  camion  of  the  brief  con  llie  t 
at  liladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metro|X)lis.  The  whole  populalicii  fled  from  flu- ( iiy. 
The  I'resident,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  While 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  u|)  at  the  door  lo 
await  his  sjieedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  uttedy  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1S15,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  (dient. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  fnend,  Iame^  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  l.eau- 
tibd  home  at  Monlpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  da\s.  On  June  28,  1S36,  then  al  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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\MES    MONROE,   the   frfth 
're->id(:ntof  The  United  States, 
feX -*  \  I  f  IC^i     r    I'/   •vab  born  ill  Westmoreland  Q)., 
S^  '^    '-' /,    '''   Vi,April  28,  175S.    His  early 
VJ- —  -"^    life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 

n  itivity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
man)  ^ears  resided  in  the  prov- 
HHx-  HI  wiiich  he  was  born,  ^\'hen, 
at  17  \  ears  of  age,  in  the  prcicess 
Ji  of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  C^ollege,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  I'hila- 
del|)hia  to  deliberate  n\K)n  the  un- 
just and  manifold  op|)ressions  of 
Cireat  Uritiaii,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indejien- 
dence.  Had  he  been  Ijorn  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  !io[)e- 
less  and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
fioin  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  ixjuring 
i.i ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufticiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  wlio  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  I'nited  .States  owe  then- 
l-olilical  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
rinks,  and  cs|)Oiised  the  cause  of  his  injured  countrv, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  s.idly  IjC  shared  in  llie  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  nmnths 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  tlie  b.ittle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  yjio- 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  jironiotion,  by  becoming  ari 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Ixird  .Steding.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Ihandy 
wine,  C.ermantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-decamp;  but  becoming  desiious  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failuie  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Gnincil.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
o(  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  abiiily 
and  aptitude  for  legisl.ition,  which  were  aflerwircK 
employed  with  iinrcmiltirg  energy  for  the  [lublic  gnod. 
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he  was  in  Ihc  succeeding  year  chosen    a   member  of 
the  Congress  nf  the  Uniied  States. 

Dcenlyas  Mr.  Momot  fell  the  ini|)erfei  tionsof  tJicold 
Confederacy,  he  was  o[iposed  to  the  new  Conslitution, 
iliinking,  with  many  others  of  'he  Kepublitan  I'arly, 
'.hat  it  gave  toonuicli  powurlo  the  Central  GoveDiment, 
and  not  enough  to  llie  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
siipijorters,  and  who,  notwilhstiinding  his  oi)position 
secured  its  adoption.  In  17S9,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate;  whicli  offire  he  held  for 
four  years.  I'^very  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  wjiich  di\ided  the  nation, 
tlie  I'ederal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
stnct  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  tjie 
Central  Government  as  little  iwwer,  and  the  State 
Covernmentsas  much  [wwer,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  symixithized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  tiie  Con- 
slitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
("entral  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly, 
authorize. 

Tiic  leading  Federalists  and  l\.e[>ublicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  tlian  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Re|)Hblican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  u])  this  p.iajestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Cirecijn  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
jTOused  tiie  cause  of  fiie  liourbons  against  the  |)rinci- 
ples  of  the  I'^rench  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conllict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
NVashington  issued  a  i)roclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  [lowers.  France  had  helped 
US  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  desjiotisms 
of  ]>urope  were  now  comliinedto  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  liad  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimoii:-;  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  tlie  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing tlie  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  thnt  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Miiiiroe  was  v.'elt:omed  by  the  National  Convention 
ill  France  witii  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancelloi  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  tenitory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Sjiain.  Their  uniied  efforts  were  sue 
cessful.  For  tiie  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  (Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  tlie  United  States. 
'Phis  was  probaiily  the  largest  transter  of  real  estate 
wiiich  was  ever  made  in  all  the  liistory  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  Engl.uid  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  oui 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  oiu'  suanien.  but  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  relumed  to  I'aig- 
laiid  on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  relumed  to  his  home  and  was  again 
cliosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  Wliile  in  this  office  war  with  iMigland  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  tr)'ing  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  ne|i.trtnieiii 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  aniioi- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  eltirient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  ol 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  \\'ar,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec 
tifiii  held  the  pievious  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  liimself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  op[)osition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  l'"londa  to  the  Uniied  Stales;  the 
IMissouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.'- 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1.S23.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  luiiopean  jxiwers  longer  atteniiiting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  'Piie  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  anyallempt 
on  the  part  of  European  jxiwers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  jiorlion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  jiurjxise  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  liglit  than  as  a  manifestation  by  Eurojiean 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  dis|X)sition  toward  the  United 
Slates."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  Slates. 

At  the  end  of  liis  jecond  term  Mr  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  li\ed  iinlil  iS^o, 
when  he  went  to  New  ^'ork  to  live  witli  l.is  son-in 
law.     In  that  city  he  died, on  the  41I1  of  July,  1831 
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^.    OHM  OUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
jg^'iivlli  President  of  the   United 
'Slates,  WHS  born  in  tlie   uiral 
ionic   of    liis    lionored    father, 
|/^     John  Adams,  in  (Jnincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  I  til  of  July,  1767.    Hi^ 
mother,  a  woman  of  exaUeil 
wortli,  watched  over  liis  childhood 
dnnng   the   ahiiost    constant    ah- 
seiice  of   his  fatiier.      \\'lien    hut 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  witli 
lis  mother  on  an  eminence,  hsten- 
ing  to  the  booniiii!.'  of  the  great  liat- 
lle  on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames   billow- 
ing up  from    the    conflagration    of 
Charlestowii. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  iiis  fattier  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  I'aiis,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  l,ee  as 
minister  pleni|)Otentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
llic  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
couj.try,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad  Again 
loi.n  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  montiis, 
to  .:'udy;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
v/nere  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  ITnivevsity  at  l.eyden.  .About  a  year  from  this 
lime,  in  17S1,  when  the  manly  1  oy  was  but  fourteen 
yea— >  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  lalior  and  of  enobling 
cullnre  he  spent  fourletn  months,  and  then  returned 
10  Hiilland  thiougli  .Sweiien,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
llrcnien.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
wniler.  wlieii  in  his  si.xteenlh  year.  A'jain  he  resumed 
Ins  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.    Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  17S2,  he  accompanied  liis  fuher  to 
I'aris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  aci|uaiiit.nice 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  p.iintings, 
and  .ill  renowned  works  of  art.  At  J'aris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  o< 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  I'aris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  17S5, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  ihe  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  eticpieite  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  sin  h  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive; 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  jjre- 
ferred  to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  .American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  i)rofession,  he  miglit  be 
able  to  obtain  an  indejiendent  sup|)ort. 

UiHjii  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studietl  law  for  tliiee  years.  In  June,  :794,  be- 
ing then  but  Iweiity-seveii  years  of  age,  he  v.'as  ap- 
jHiinted  by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  IJoston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  llie  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  I'inckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  acommercial  treaty  with 
Clieat  llritian.  After  thus  spending  a  lortniglit  ii\ 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  toPoitugalas 
minister  ]ileniiiotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
ujion  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  des[)atches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  A\'hile  waiting  he  was  niairied  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  jirevioiisly  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  I  ondoii ; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauly  and  liio^e  acroni- 
lilishment  which  emincnily  fitted  her  to  jr.ove  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  l\e  remained  until  July,  1799,  wlien,  havingfiil- 
filled  all  l!ie  [jurixjses  of  iiis  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  afi' T  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  nf  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1S04.  His  reputation,  his 
ahilit)'  and  his  experience,  i)laced  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  (luern- 
ment  in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encioach- 
ments  of  lMij;land,  destro)  ing  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  (lag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  Ujion 
these  jwints,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1S09,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  inmiediately  nominated  John 
(^uincy  y\danis  minister  to  St.  l'eters':)urg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorshij)  in  1  larvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Biiston,  in  .\ugusl,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. Me  devoted  his  attention  to  the  langu;ige  nnd 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  tlic 
European  system  of  weights,  nieasmes,  and  coins;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  ac(]uaintance  with  tlie  (ireek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  I'auope,  a 
more  accomplished  scliohir  could  scarcely  be  found. 
AH  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  importar.t 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4ih  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  apiwinted  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  Slate.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  Jane,  1S19,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
18th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  louring  the  eight  yeavsof  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr  ,'\dams  continuetl  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  lime  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  olhce,  new  candidates  began  to  he  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  .'Vdanis  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  sjiirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  W.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
()uestion  went  to  the  House  of  Repiesentalives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disapjioinled  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  |)ersistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adiims.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
•>\:f,  niKt  history  of  our  coinitry  than  the  abuse  whi(  h 


was  poured  in  one  uninterra])ted  stream,  ujxjn  tin's 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  'Phere  never  was 
an  administraiion  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  oi  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per- 
hai)s,  was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageousl)  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  lising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  h.omeiu 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
th.U  he  was  the  first  m.m  u|)  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1S29,  Mr.  Adams  retncd 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andreiv 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  \'ice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  (|ueslion  now  began  to  assmne 
|»rlentous  magnitude.  Mi.  .■\dams  returned  to 
(2uincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  IJul  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1S30,  he  w.is 
elei  ted  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
yeTrs,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, lowering  alxive  all  iiis  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  b.ittle'for  freedom,  and  winning  tlie  title  of 
"  the  old  man  elo(|uent."  Ui)on  taking  his  seat  ii\ 
the  House,  he  announced  that  lie  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  parly.  Probably  tliere  never  was  a 
member  more  devoteil  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  fnsl  in  his  pl.u  e  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  si  rutiny.  'I  he 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly, against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  (iovernment,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  aliolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  ip.dictment  by  tlie  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination  ; 
but  iio  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  m'ght,  before 
he  slept,  the  prajer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
iiis  infant  years. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  )iar:ilv- 
sis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  aiound  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  t(j 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscioi;s- 
ness,  he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  T/iis  is  the  end  of  railh  .-"then  afier  a  moment's 
l)ause  he  added,  '''' J  am  (oiilint"  These  were  the 
last    words  of     the     grand     "Old     Man     h-.UKiuent." 
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X!)RF:\V  J.\CKS(JN,  tlie 
SL'sciitli  I'rc^idcr.t  of  tliu 
L  nitcd  States,  was  liorn  in 
^  'I  Waxhaw  settlement,  N.  (;., 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  \\'axliaw  set- 
tlement, wheie  they  lived  in 
deepest  [wverty, 
Andrew,  or  And) ,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  j'.iew  ui)  a  very 
rouyh.rude,  lurhulent  hoy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  lorni  un- 
gainlv;  and  there  was  bat  veiy 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at- 
lraiti\e. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
17.S1,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
ini[)risoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  yovir  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
L'low  at  the  head  of  the  heli>less  young  i)risoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  ui)on  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Uobert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived :i  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  arid  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
Were  fnially  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Theiv 
niolher  was  successful  in    obtaining    their   exchange. 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home,  .\ller  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  ;ooii 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  sujjported  himself  in  various  ways,  s  i;li  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  17SS,  he  was  apiKiinted 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  pan.  This  involved 
m;iny  long  and  tedious  j;iurneys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  J.nkson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
witn  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  i79t,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supix)sed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surjjrise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditionsof  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husbar.d.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  peiformed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  I)ickcnsc)n,  was  esi>ec- 
ially  disgraceful. 

In  January,  17 9O,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Kno.wille  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  eaeii  cjf  the  ele%';n 
counties,  .\ndiew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delega'es. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  menil  c."  in 
the  National  House  of  Re|jrescntatives.  Andrew  jack- 
son  was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Thiledelphia,  where  Congress   then    hekl  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  alwut  eight   liunilred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  tlie  Denio- 
cwtic  p-ity.  Jelferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Uoniip.irte,  loved  France  and  haled  iMigland.  .\s  .Mr. 
Ja-.kson  took  his  seal,  (.'rju.  \V,\v,hiii^!iin,  wliose 
second  term  ol  olrice  was  then  expiring,  delivererJ  his 
last  speech  lo  Congress.  A  commillee  tirew  up  a 
con>[)liinentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  nol  approve  of  tlio  address,  and  was  one  of  lire 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  th;it  (".en.  W'asiiinglon's  adminslralion  had  been 
"  wise,  fun)  and  \)atriotic." 

Mr.  Jack.^on  was  elected  l<i  the  United  .Slale:^ 
Senate  in  1797,  Initsoon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  jndge  of  the  Supreme  Q>url 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  fjr  si.\  \  ears. 

When  the  war  of  1S12  with  Cjreat  Jhitian  com- 
menced, Madison  (iccu[>ied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  liurr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  ihe  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred \\\Yjn  him.  Just  at  that  time  Geii.  (ackson 
offered  his  services  and  tirose  of  twenty-five  Inirdred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accejited,  and  the  troops 
were  assendiled  at   Nashville. 

As  the  Britisir  were  hourly  expected  to  niakean  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  filteeii  hundred  troops  lo  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  afteradel.iy of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomi)lishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  lo  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  (ien.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  iiis  entire 
devotion  to  the  conirfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  .State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  Old   Hickorv." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  lo  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleirian 
made  about  his  taking  a  |)art  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brotlier  of  l>enlon's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  uiK)n  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  extenninate  the  white  set- 
■.lers,  were  commilling  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  lackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  miable  lo  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayeltesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fori  on 
one  of  the  bendsof  the  Talla|icK)sa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  .Mabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men.  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  tlieir  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse  shoe,  on  the  27  th  of  Marclu  1S14.      I'he  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  ot 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  naiiow 
neck  the  Indians  liatl  <  onstructed  a  foiinidable  brv.i;  l- 
work  ot  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warr'or^, 
with  an  ample  siiply  of  arms  were  asscndjied. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  ullerly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  ihey  would  liglu  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  tiieir  lives.  Fiom  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  stnuk  their  heads  as 
they  sw.uii.  .Nearly  every oiie  of  the  ninehundreil  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  "ar.  Ihe 
[wwer  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  fold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itslerriflic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  ihe  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  caiiie  lo  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

Phis  closing  of  the  C'reek  war  enable<i  us  lo  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  ufHju  the  British,  who  were  tlie 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

I.ale  in  .-Vugust,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  inarch.  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  .\  British  lleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  'Pile  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  ui)    and   the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  lo  New  Orleans, 
.\nd  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  whiih  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  canqiaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  rif  al'oul 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  P>ritish  was  two  thousand  six   hundred. 

'Phe  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidencv,  l-ul,  in  1S24, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  ,\dams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1.S2S,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1S32.  In  1S29,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
[lerhaps  never  been  surjjassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  llic  most  monujrable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  aiiplauded  by  one  pariv, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
en  inies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  ex|)iration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  lune  S,  1S45.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's   life    were   that    of   a    devoted   (.Christian    man. 
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J  I     VRTIN  VAN  BUREN,  (he 

I      cuhth      rrcsident     of     the 
„  a 
\     '■'United  States,  was  born  at 

1'  {V    Kmderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
-:=r-'S     1782.     He  died  at  tlic  same 
y       [lace,  July    24,    1S62.       His 
i  l)ody    rests  in    the   cemetery 

\'!ffl^  It  Kiiiderhook.  Above  it  is 
I  jiUiu  granite  shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up  on  one  face. 
The  lot  is  unfeiiced,  unboidered 
or  unbounded  liy  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
ix)lilic.il  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  iHitch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-oflrce  were  recpiired  of  him 
befcire  he  could  be  admitted  to  tlie  bar.  Insiiired  witii 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  jiowers,  he  [uir- 
siicd  bis  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  .-Vfler 
ap'endiiig  six  years  in  an  office  in  his    native  village. 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  arid  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  yeais  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  \'an 
Buren  was  from  liie  beginning  a  politician.  He  h;i.d, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th;. 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  llu 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  sliort 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  rSr2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  supiwrt  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1S15,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  .Mbany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

'tVhile  he  was  acknowledged  .ts  i>iie  of  the  most 
piominent  leaders  of  the   Democratic   party,   he   had 
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the  '.iionil  courage  to  avow  that  true   democracy  did 

not  requite  that  "  univeisal  sunVayo"  wliich  adinils 
the  vile,  llie  denr^ided,  tlie  iL;nGranl,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  Hue  cunsisleney  with  liis 
democratic  |irlnv;i[iles,  he  ei.iulended  th.il,  while  the 
palli  leatline  lo  the  liri\  ile_L;e  ul  vt)ling  slioiild  be  open 
to  eveiy  man  without  distinction,  no  one  shotiUl  lie 
invested  with  that  sacied  i)rcrogative,  unless  he  weie 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  pioperty  interests  in  the  wellaie  of  the 
State. 

In  1S21  he  was  elected  a  niemljer  nf  the  United 
States  .Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  St  lie.  I  lis  course  in  this  convention  secilietl 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  couKl 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  tlie  United  States,  lie  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  anactive  and  useliil  legislator. 

In  1S27,  John  Quincy  .Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  ^'an  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Seniti\  lie  hid  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined o|)|ioser  of  the  .Xdministration,  adopting  the 
"State  Rights  "  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  .Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  i<S2S,  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  Slate  of  New  A'ork,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probaldy  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  O. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  I3u:en.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skilltul,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  jxiliticians. 
It  was  supixDsed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  siiiings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secreily  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  l!y 
these  [lowers  it  is  said  that  he  oiitwitteil  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

Wiieii  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  I'resideiit  he 
a|)i)ointed  Mr.  Van  Ihiren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
l)osilion  he  resigned  ill  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appoir'led  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
s  inie  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
lefused    to    ratify   the   nomination,    and   he   leturned 


home,  apparently  mitroubled ;  was    nominated    Vice 

I'resideiit  in  the  [iKice  of  Calhoun,  at  the  ie-elect;on 
of  President  J.ickson  ;  and  with  smiles  fa  all  and 
fiowns  for  none,  he  look  his  |ilace  at  the  he. id  of  that 
Senate  which  h.id  refused  lo  confirin  his  nomir,at:on 
as  ambassador. 

flis  rejection  by  the  S.mate  roused  all  the  /eal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behaU  of  his  lepudi.iled  f.ivor- 
ite;  and  this,  [irob.ibly  mure  tli.iii  any  other  cau>e, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chaii  of  the  Chief  IC.xecu- 
tive.  On  the  ;otli  of  May,  183^',  Mr.  \'an  buieii  le- 
cei\ed  the  I'emoiratic  nomiiuiiioii  lo  succeed  (>en. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  I'nited  States  lie  uas 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  ol'  the 
retiring  I'resideiit.  "  Leaving  New  ^'o^k  oiil  of  tlie 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  I'arton,  "the  election  of  Mi.  \';in 
liuren  to  th..  Prcsidenc)'  was  as  much  the  ,iclof  Ceii. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constiliitioii  luul  'onfened 
u|,Hjn  him  the  power  lo  appoint  a  successoi." 

His  administration  was  filled  wiili  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  whiili  tliie.iteneil  to  in 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  Ivighmd,  the  agitation 
of  the  shni  ly  question,  \\\\A  luiall)  liie  great  (1.1111  mer- 
cial  (lanic  wlilih  spie.id  over  the  1  oiintiy,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  fiiianci.il  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  man.igement  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
tailed  of  re-election. 

With  the  e.vception  of  being  iinmiiiatcd  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "  I'ree  Soil"  Ueinocrats,  in  iS^.S, 
.Mr.  Van  Buren"  lived  (juietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  lu.in,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  inctiine,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  tinl.leinished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  iiosilions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  p,iit\,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1S41,  that  Mr.  \'an  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindi'iiwald^ 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  uikjii  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  de.ith,  on 
the  24tli  of  Jul),  iS6j,  at  the  age  of  eighty  -ens,  he 
resided  at  l.indenwahl,  a  gentleman  of  lei-^ine,  ol 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healtliy  old 
age,  jirobably  far  more  hap'piiies>  than  he  hid  belore 
e.xjierienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SOV,  the  iiinlii    President  of 
the    United   Slatcri,  was  horn 
Tt  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
I      I  lib  father,   Benjamin   Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
mLHOfhisday.      He  was  an 
niUniate     friend     of     George 
A\  1  hingioii,  \\  as  early  elected 
a  meml)erof  llie  Continental 
("ongress,    and   was     consi)icuoiis 
among  the  jjatriols  of   \'irginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  r775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and    John    Hancock    were 
lioth  candidates  for  the  office  of 
s[ieaker. 

fMr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice    re-elected.       His   son, 
i  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  weallli  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
aen  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  imder 
ihe  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
I^oberl  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
sitincrs  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

\)\K^^■|  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
liaving  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign   from   Presi- 
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dent  \\'ashington.  He  was  then  but  uj  years  old. 
From  ihat  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
iwintcd  Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Ca|)t.  Harrison  was  cliosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  iSoo  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  jx)rtions.  The 
eastern  portion,  conipiising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Oliio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  \\  il- 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
jxjinted  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  innnediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  u|K)u  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  wliite  jiopulation.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  wliicli  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
titnes  apixiinted  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminst  ration  there  were  but 
three  white  setllementsin  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  Oneof  ihesoselllemenis 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  op[)osite  Louisville;  une  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.   About 
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the  year  iSo6,'  two  extraordinary  nier.,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  ihem.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
l\inthei;"  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "'I'he  I'ropiict/' 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  bnt  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foiesight  and  intloniit- 
alile  perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  ins[)ired  with  the  highest  entiiusi.ism, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  liatred 
the  encroachnieut  of  the  whites  ujjon  the  lunuing- 
grounds  of  iiis  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  ihemitiitoicii 
liidian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
tliey  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator:  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  WItli  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  I-'eter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Fauope  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  si>eiially  sent 
by  the  Great  S[)irit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  ihe  war  came,  and  at  Tiii[)e- 
canoe  the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  iSr 2,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  aiipearance  and  impiiied  why  Gov.  Ilaiiison  was 
ap|)roaching  lliem  in  so  hostile  an  altitude.  Afler  a 
short  conferenre,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  d.iy,  to  agree  uix)n  terms  of  |)eace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  fixit  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  [msted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  tlie  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side.and  his  ba)(jriet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Go\ernor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  clouily  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
t!ie  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  ]X5Ssi- 
ble,  and  just  tlie:i,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all  ' 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  must 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  u|K)n  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  s.avages  had  been  amply  (ircividcd 
with  guns  and  ammunition  Ijy  the  English.  i  lieir 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of   bullets. 

Tiie  c.unp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
dus  yells,  the  Indian  band^  rushed  011,  not  doubtii.g  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  Put  Gen.  Harrison's 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  tiiem 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayunef,  and  fwejit  eveiy  thing  be- 
lore     them,     and     completely    routing     Ih-^     foe. 


(iov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  tlie  utmost.  The  British  desceiidiiig  from  the  Can - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  foK  e  ;  but 
witli  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  iVom  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farmdiouse,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  slate  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conilagra- 
tionofthe  cabins  of  the  setders.  Cien  Hull  had  made 
tlie  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Hetrriil. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  (iov.  Harrison 
was  ai)pointed  by  President  Madison  commander-ii]- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  jirotect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  ditiicult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  bnl 
tleneral  Harrison  was  found  epial  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
s]ionsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  liis  soldiers  by  always  shaiinp 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  whilt 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  liis  hcdding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle  Thirty-five  Briti--h  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supjied  with  him  afler  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  rS  16,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  lueinber  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  re|)resent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  \\\  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  s|>oke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  jiowerof  eloquence,  which  ariested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  iSig,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1.S24,  as  oneof  the  ]iresidenlial  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  'Phe 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  Slates  Senate. 

In  1S36,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  f(jr  the  Presidency  against 
Van  I'.uren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-noinipated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  noniinaled 
by  the  \\'higs,  with  John  T)  ler  forthe  \'ice  Presitlency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  (Jen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  elcctiun;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

'Phe  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  aiiv  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  iiros[iecls  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  countrv 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  ])njs])ects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisv-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  ,\piil;  just  one  month  afler 
his  inau''uration   as   I'resident  of  the   United   States. 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
I'resideiitof  lilt;  United  States. 
He  was  born   in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  Marcli  29,  1790.   He 
was  tlie   favored  child    of  af- 
fluence and  high    social    po- 
sitioii.     At  tlie    early   age    of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and   Mary  Collei;e  and  ^Mad- 
uated  with  iinich  honor  wiien 
ut  seventeen  years  old.   .'\fter 
graduating,   he  devoted    him- 
self  witii    great    assiduity  to    the 
study    of    law,     partly    with     his 
'{f^j)     father   and   partly  with   Kdmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distm- 
guished  lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained,  ^^'hen  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  Stale 
Legislature.  lie  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
I  ratic  party,  and  vi-armly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
un.minious  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  fwenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  lucmber  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
alily  with  liie  Democratic  party,  o[i[)osing  a  national 
hank,  internal  iuij>rovenients  by  llie  General  Govern- 


ment, a  i>rolectivc  tariff,  and  advocatmg  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Conslilution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  o\'er  Stale  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  healtli.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented-to  lake  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstanlly  increasing,  he  was  cliostn 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  voles,  Governor  of  his 
native  Slate.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
•cessful  one.     His   popularity  secured   his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  \'irginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  jwrtion  of  the  Democratic  party- 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Rantlolph's  waywaid  coarse, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  ojiponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  nixin  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opixised  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opj)osed  all  restrictions  ujwn  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  l>y  the  Gen- 
eral (iovernment,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhomi's  view  of  nullification;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  oiiposilion  to  the  nulliliers,  had 
abandoned  the  ]iiinciples  of  the  Democratic  jiarty. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  recoid 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  jirinciples  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  X'irginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
iiis  piofession.     There  was  a  rplit  in  the    Deiv.ocralic 
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parLy.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  nge  ol 
forty-si\.  His  career  had  heen  very  hnlliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  iiad  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  tlevoted  himself  to  the  cultuie  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  lliis  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
look  his  seat  iu  the  Legiilature  of  Viiginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  lie  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Hanisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  )iiajorily  of  voles  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  tlie  disapjK)intment  of 
the  South,  wlio  wished  for  Henry  Cla\'.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  Iheir  vote,  ihe 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident, it  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sjiiijia- 
thy  with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noitli:  Init  the  Vice 
President  lias  but  very  little  jjower  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1S41,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales.  In  one  short  montli  fium 
that  lime.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occu|)ant  of  the  Presidential 
chtir.  This  was  a  new  lest  of  the  stability  of  ouv 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  fust  lime  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  lo  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
\\m\  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  res|)onsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
op|X)sed  tc  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  |50wer.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  suiround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  liand,  shoukl  he  turn  against  the  ])arty 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himsell,  and  which  would  op|)ose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
liless  us. 

The  \Vhigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incor|>oration  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  w  ith 
his   veto.       lie    »uiL:iX'-^ted,    however,   that   he   .vould 


ap[)rove  of  a  bill  drawn  up  ujxjn  such  a  plan  as  lie 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  preijared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  -.vas  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  baik 
with  his  veto.  Heie  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  'r)ler  was  [)rovoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distingui-.hL-d  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  op[)osition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arjus.  The  ]jarty  which  elected  him 
denounced  hint  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excei)ting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  .Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  addie>s  Xa  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  pioclainiing  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attemjited  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  stiong  party 
men.  Mr.  ^Vebster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  ^Vhig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  iMr.  'I'yier's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadl)-  ,iway.  No  one  was  satisfied.  Tiie 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  M'higs 
and  Democrais  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sxnipalhy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  induence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Dernocratie  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  tothe  regret  of  neither  part  v,  ar.d 
probalily  to  his  own  unsi)eakal)le  lelief  His  first  wife. 
Miss  Ijetitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tjler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  ]X)lished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  wirh  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  f.-mi!y  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  T\  ler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once   presided,    he    was  taken    sick   and   soon   died. 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 

''.j,I'ie.sidcnt  of  the  United  Slates, 

born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 

^ ^  ^  •795-     His  par- 

,.   T  '^'"<(z^  ^''•'s   were    Samuel   and    Jane 

pCj^.j^y  (knu.\)  I'olk,  the  former  a  son 

of  C  ol.  Tliomas  I'olk,  who  located 

at  the  above  i)lace,  as  one  of  tlie 

(i.-t  [ioncers,  in  1735.     ' 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wife 
and  I  liildren,  ar.d  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most   of  the    members    of 
the   I'olk  famly,  Samiitl    I'olk   emi- 
grated some   two   or  three  hundred 
IJ\r'      miles  farther  west,  to  tiie  rich  valley 
ol  the  DiK^k    River.       Here    in    the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co,  they  reared    their  Iol;    huts, 
and  established  their  iiomes.    In  llie 
W7       hard  toil  of  a   new  farm  in   the  wil- 
%^yT^*     derness,  James   K.    I'olk    spent    the 
\W       early   years   of   his    childhood    and 
cS'A       youth.      His  father,  adding  the  [uir- 
'?        suit  of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
lie  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.   His 
mother  was  a   superior  woman,  of  strong   common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
leading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
I  hberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
iiiui  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail  ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  conunercial  inirsuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disai)[K)intnient.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  iiksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  lew  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  |)iosecule  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Mirfrees'ooio  .\cadcmy.  ^\"ilIl 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  suri)assed,  he  pressed 
lorv.aid  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  twoandahalf 
years,  in  the  autunm  of  1S15,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplaiy  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  iSiS,  witii  the  liighest  honors, be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  )  ears  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  healih  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  whicli  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Heie  Mr.  I'olk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  1  een 
sligh'.ly   acquainted  l;efore. 

Mr.  I'olk's  father  was  a  Jeffer^onian  Uepvilihcan, 
and  JauKS  K.  I'olk  ever  adhered  to  the  s.une  jiolili- 
cal  faith.  He  was  a  poi)nlar  public  speaker,  and  w.is 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  ofliis 
jiarty  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  sucli  tli.it 
he  was  popularly  called  tlie  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unbleinisiied    irorals,   ger.i.  1   ai  d 
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courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  willi  that,  sympathetic 
iiatme  in  the  jo)  s  and  griefs  of  others  whLcli  ever  gave 
him  troojis  of  friends.  In  1S23,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legishiliire  of 'I'ennessee.  Heie  he  gave  l.is 
strong  inlhicnce  towards  tlie  election  of  his  Iricnd, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  tlie  President  y  cjf  the  I'nited    Stales. 

In  January,  18^4,  Mr.  I'olk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Ch.ildress,  of  Kutherford  Co.,  'I'enn.  Ills  bride  was 
altogether  wortliy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beautv  and  cid- 
ture.  In  the  fall  of  1.S25,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  s.ilisfaction  which  he  g;ivt.- 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  tiiat 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinued in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernalori.d  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  freiiuent  and  a  popular  speaker.  }Ie  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  couiteous;  and  whenever 
he  S|>oke  it  was  always  to  the  jioint,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  sci;nes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  n  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimc)us  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  Hou^e  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  huge  majority,  and  on  the  i4lh  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  ofiice  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  iS45,Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  induence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  |)assed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  tlie 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  'i'ajlor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundjiy  I'f  Te.\as.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  lurlhei  west,  to  the  Kio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  wliich  (OmmaiKh.d  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  silu.itetl  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  aiid  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
witii  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  ol  "  occui)ation," 
then  of  '■  in  vasion,"  was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  'I'iie  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  niiseiy  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mi.  Polk's  admiiiistraiion 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  tlie  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  ca|iital  was  in  our  hands. 
\^tt  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  ISIe.xico,  and  all  of  Ui)])erand  Lower  CjI- 
ifornia.  This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
'Pexas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
WHS  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  adcled  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  Iwentv  thousand  li\es  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  .Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  C.npitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  t(j 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temiierate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good  With  an  ample  fortune,' 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  tiiough  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  hapjnness  were  before  him.  Bui  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
anil  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  18.19,111  the  fifty-fuurlh 
) ear  of  his  age,  greatly  niouriied  by   his  couiilryuien. 
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fe™»ffl»^  I  \CHARY  TAVLOK,  uvcllili 
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>.  ,    "i-j— •     ,  10    111  her,    Coloricl     'I'ayloi,     was 
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^'j  J.  \'ir;^inian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
^  tin^uislietl  iialiiol  and  soUher  of 
the  Kovolution.  When  Zacliary 
\\  IS  an  infant,  his  fatlier  witli  liis 
wik  and  two  ehildrcn,  emigrated 
lo  kenlucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  yuung  Zacliary 
could  enjoy  l>ut  few  so(  ial  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  si.x;  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  hright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  blnntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
iianifcsted  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  lo  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childlicjod  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  iSoS,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  1S12,  Capt.  TaNlor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  lo  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  AV'abash,  about  fifiy  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
jed  by  Tccumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numliering    fifty   men,    many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  tlie  autumn  uf  iSu,  llie  1  ndians,  slealihil) , 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  '11, en 
a |)|)roacli  was  first  indicated  by  the  mutdcr  of  tuo 
soldieis  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  ]5ossil)le  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  (_)n  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  lame  to  tlie  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  ('ajit.  'i'ay  lor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  con  e  to  ha\e  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  esident  that  their  object  was  iiieiely 
10  ascertain  the  sl.ile  ol  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
T.iyk>r,  well  \ersed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  tlie 
garrison  s]ej)t  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war-whooii  Inust  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  livery  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  1.0  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  'I'jie  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  si.x;  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conllict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Caiit. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  piomoted  lo  tlie 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Majoi  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  deplhsof  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  lox  River,  uliicli 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  asoi^e 
best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tcllectual  siimuUis.  Thus  with  him  ihe  uneventfal 
years  rolled  ou  Gradually  ho  rose  to  llie  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  13lack-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
llie  capture  of  th.it  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  liut  a  Ijrave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-foar  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  t  lie  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscnre,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  tlie  limits  of  !iis  own  immediate  actiuaintance. 
la  the  year  1S36,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vaiate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
hat'  [iromiried  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
he-c  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
llie  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  ;he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  iMay,  iSj!''^,  was  ap|>ointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  siicli  wearisome  employment 
;^midst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
:.nd  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headi|iiarlers 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
lo  a  plantation  wliich  he  jjurcliased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Mere  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  laithfuUy  discharging  every  duty 
im[>osed  upon  him. 

In  1S46,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Me.xico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo' .\Uo  and  Resaca  de  la 
Raima,  Gen.  'I'aylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  ranjc  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  uiwn  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Ruena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  halnts  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
the  sobriquet  of  "  Old  Rough  arid  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
;pread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  lo  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful ix)]>ularity  in  bringing  forward  the  iiniwlislied, un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
lU^ring  that  he  was  not  at  all  (pialified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  jwlitics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  liad  not  cist  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
t!.:ir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  wliose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connectioii  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resac.i  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  'I'aylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  jire- 
[lared  such  few  communicaticjiis  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opifosing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  lix-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  jwsition, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  [leriilexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  proliably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energ)  ,  exi)edi- 
tions  were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba;  California  w.is 
jjleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  tlie  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conllicts  in  Wasiiinglon  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians.  • 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  Qlhof  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  tlie 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acepiainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  'With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  (piite  ignor.mt  for  his 
rank,  and  ijuile  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  resi)ectal)le, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  oflicer  lo  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  lepeated  jihrase, 
'  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

".\ny  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  p.irt  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  Insliort, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  <  omfoitabic,  labor- 
saving  contempt    for   learnirg  of  t;very   kind." 
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StdlL-s,    was  born   at  Stimnici 


^PigfX^;/    H.U,  Cayuga  Co.,    N.  Y  .,   on 
the  7th  of  January,  iSoo.   His 
fatlier  was  a  fanm 
to  misfortiint 


\^--   'klV^^    fatlier  was  a  fanner,  and  ow- 

p  V/r."V\\A^    in^;  to  misfortune,  in  luiinhle  cir- 

\l'f'!/{\\}       tumstuices.     Of  liis  mother,   llic 

^'^y /!/       d  lu^htei  of  1  )r.  Abiathar  Millard, 

Slid  th  It  slie  jx)ssessed  an  intellect 
of\ery  high  order,  united  with  much 
perbonal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
])osition,  graceful  manners  and  ex- 
<]uisite  sensibilities.  She  died  in 
rS3i  ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, though  she  was  notpennittedto  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consecjuence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  rt'hich  he  occasionally  attended  weie 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
r.nd  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  u[X)n  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  fanner's  boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  JKid  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  niiles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  Coui-.ty,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  wheri'!  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  h.istory, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  [iersonal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  hapjiened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  amiile 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  preix)ssessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acipiaini- 
ance,  and  was  so  much  impressed  willi  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. Bui  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  l;.!"  . 
ind  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no   means   a; 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  liis  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  wtieu  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense menial  culture. 

In  iS2,5,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  tlien 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commented  the 
])ractii'e  of  1  iw.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  retrion, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  loitune  or  in  tame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1S26,  hc  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail   Powers. 

His  elevation  of  chaiactei,  his  untiring  iiulushy, 
his  legal  acquiiemeiUs,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
KufTalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1S29, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  I'-rie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  jwlitics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  weie  with 
the  AVhig  party.  The  State  was  then  1  )eni()i'ratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  hel|)less  minority  in  the 
Legislature,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degn  e  the  res|)ect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1852,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
irena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  i:i  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prejjared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  u.pon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  iv)|:iulari'.y  filled  the  .State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was   elected   Comptroller    of    the    State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suital)le  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  api)roaching  election.  F'ar  away,  on  the 
waleis  of  the  Rio  Crande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  I'C 
inoclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  Put 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  re|)utation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namescjfZachary  Taylor  ar.d  Millard  l-'illmore  became 
the  rail)  ing-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Pecsident.  Plie  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  ( >n  the  .itli  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  Prcsidenl,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9lh  of  July,.  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died,  liv  the  Con- 
stitution. \'icc-PresideiU  Filhiiure  thus  bLcame  I'resi- 
dent.  He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  oinKisition  had  a  majority  in  lioth 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  tocondliate 
the  South;  but  the  [n'o-slavery  jiarly  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadeiiuacyof  all  ineasiiresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
l'"illmcre's  adininstration,  and  the  Japan  F'xpedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  jiarty,  but  was  i/eaten 
by  Mr.  lUichanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supjxjsed  that 
his  symi)athies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  [)arty  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  I ly  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1S74. 
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KANKLIN     PIERCl-:,    tlic 
lourlcciitli    President   of  tlic 
L  nited  Stales,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
Jio    23,  1804.     His  fatiier  was  a 
Revolutionary   soldier,   who, 
\. nil    liis    own     strong    am., 
hewed    out   a    home    in    tin- 
NNiiderness.     lie  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,   though    imcultivatcd 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      'I'he    mother   of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desiie, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate.  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  ujxDn  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speakingkind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  ])recocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-develoi>ed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1S20,  iie 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  jxjpular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  cf  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,   and 


genial  nature,  rendered  bim  a  universal  favorite. 
'I'here  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied  :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1S24,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  wortli.  Tho 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  jirominence  as  a  \)ublic  man,  and  tiie  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  f,ici- 
nating  yet  jierilous  path  of  political  life.  ^\'ilh  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  es|)0used  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

Jn  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  w:is  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1S34,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  everv 
station  with  wiiich  her  husband  was  honoied.    Of  t!;e 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  wiili 
their  jiareiils  in  the  grave. 

•  In  the  year  1S3S,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  f.ime 
and  increasing  busniess  as  a  lawyer,  took  mi  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampsliire. 
President  Polk,  iiiwii  his  accession  to  office,  apiiointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  jxartion  of  his 
troops,  ,Ht  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  imixartant  part  in  tliis  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  lioiae  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  op])o- 
nents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  sujiporl  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1S52,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  lliirly-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  throw  n 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  voles,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  witli 
great  unanimity,  (hilyfour  States — N'erniont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  theii 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  I'ranklin-  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States   on    the  4tli  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  (be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  apijroaching  its 
cuhjiinating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressiljlc  conflict  "  between  them,  and  liuit 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  eveiy  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approaclied  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
ofoflice.  Tiie  North  had  JKconie  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goailcd 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  lapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ■.\\>- 
proved,  and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unixipular  as  no  longer  to  be 
al>le  acceptably  to  serve  thein,  ungratefully  dro|)ped 
him,  and  nominated  James  P>uchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1S57,  President  Pierce  le- 
tired  to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ,  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  acLOinplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadl'ul  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  wiihout  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1S69.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Eiiiscopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by   his   material    bounty. 
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/  ']  AMI'S  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
^icLiul)  I'lcsident  of  tin-  United 
Slates,  was  born  in  a  small 
|,i  frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
—  — '^  eastern  ridge  of  llie  Alleglia- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Venn,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  i79r.  The  ;'lace 
where  tjie  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic sjKjt  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  1  leland  ; 
a  jxjor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  pro[^erty  save  his 
Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Klizahelh  Spear,  tlie  daughter  of  aresi)ect able  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  pliinjTed  into  tlie  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  {^vi  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  ycais  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Creek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fouileen,  he 
entered  Iiickinson  College,  at  Catlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  look  his  stand  among 
the  fir^t  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
'o  study  was  intense,  ami  yet   his  native   [xjwers    en- 
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abltd  him  to  master  the  most   abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1S09,  he  graduated  with  tlie  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  l^ancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  nf  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
wiih  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
tweiUy-six  years  of  age,  imaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  oi'C  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeaclirnent.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

in  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress,  lie  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  imjKirtant  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  jirofession,  having  ac- 
(piired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  uixjn  his  elevation  to  the  i'residency, 
api)ointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Uyion  his  return,  in 
I S33,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  ti;e  meas- 
ures proixjsed  by  President  Jackson,  of  m. iking  lepri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  paymtnt  of  our 
claims  against  that  country  ;  and  defended  llie  course 
of  tlie  l'iv=idcnt  in  liis  uni)recedented  and  wholesale 
reniov;'.!  from  office  of  tliose  who  were  not  tlic  sup- 
pijrters  of  liis  administration.  U[)on  tliis  oueslion  lie 
was  hrouglit  into  direct  collision  with  Menry  Clay. 
He  alsf),  witii  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
frojn  tile  )<)\irnal  of  the  Senate  tiie  vote  of  censure 
against  (jen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Karnestly  he  opiKJsed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columliia,  and  urged  the  prohihition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  tliey  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  l)e  returned,  tlial  Congress  had 
no  ixawer  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he, '■  might- as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
Stales  wliere  it  now  exists." 

llpon  Mr.  Folk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Huchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  rcsixinsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  I'olk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troo[)s  into  the  disputed 
lerritory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Cirande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  c.mdid  man  can  read  with  ])leasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  puisued  in  that 
movenienl 

Mr.  liuchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  p;-rpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  ag.iinst  the  W'ilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  cif  1050, 
which  included  the  fijgiiive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  Kngland. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  l\lr.  P.uchanan  forthe  Presidency.  The 
p<jlitical  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
o  ir  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advoc.itcs  of  iis  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  shivery,  re- 
leived  114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Ihiclianan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  |)0|Hilar  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Puchanan.  On 
March  4th,  1857,  Mr.  Puchanan  was  inaugurated. 
Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  tlie  destruction  ol  the  Ciovernincut,  tluit  tliey 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  wliose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
[n  this  emergency,  NTr.  Buchanan  was  hojielessly  be- 
wildered      He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  .State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  I'resident  of  the  United  Slates, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
lie  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavcuing  to  overthrow  the  ie|)ub- 
lic.      He  therefore  ditl  nothing. 

The  op|)onents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominaled  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  be.irer 
in  the  iie.xl  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
parly  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  (iovernnient  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  seceile  from  the  Union,  taking 
wilhtheni,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territor\-  of 
the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavtry 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  heen  willing  to  offertheni 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
.South  had  jirofessed  to  .ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention u[]on  tl.e  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  l)een  ready  to  olTer  ihem  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  lUichanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  mosi  pitiable  exiiibilions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declaied  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  v.-hich 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed.  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

SiMith  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  iSfjo;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston  ;  Fort  Sampler 
was  besieged ;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  'irsenals 
were  seized  ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  posl-ofllces  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  iniliecility  of  ouv 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  th.e  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  we.ik- 
ness  At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scei)ter. 

The  administration  of  President  P.urhanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  e\- 
(leiienced.  His  best  friends  cani.ol  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  lor  his  fame, 
tli.il  in  that  dreadful  contlict  whii  h  rolled  its  billows 
of  llame  and  blood  over  our  wlK^lelnnd,  iio  word  came 
from  his  lijis  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  tlag  of  tlie  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his    Wheatland    retreat,    June    i,    1868. 
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k\HAM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the 
vbi  led  Stales,  was  born  in 
II  idia  t'o.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1  S09.  Aliout  the  year  1780,  a 
1  n  l)y  the  name  of  Abraliam 
coin  left  Virginia  \vilh  his 
ily  and  moved  into  the  llien 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  ap|)roaclied  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  tliree  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  ;i.t  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  .\l)rahani  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales 
whose  name  must  hencefortli  fcever  lie  enrolled 
with  the  most  inominenl  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  ]K)or.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log -cabin ;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
I'klucation  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  caLiin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  buill  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  fLmks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  jioor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  .'\braham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  ]iensive,  created  to  adtirn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
".Ml  Ihaf  I  rin,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
iul  son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother. 

When  lie  was  eighl  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabiii  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.   Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  sriibe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  ]iiu  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  'I'he 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  lliese  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  tlie  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
.Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  sipiatter's  claim  in  I1S30, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,   111. 

.-Miraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
anolher  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
imtil  lie  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclo>.ed  prairie  [jl.inted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education,  and  was  intensely  eirnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temiierate;  refusing  to  allow  a  droj)  of  intoxi- 
cating liipior  to  pass  his  h'lis.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "  Thou  shall  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  tlat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  flo.ited  them  down 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.       In   this   advisi- 
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ture  liis  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  uiwn 
his  return  tiiey  placed  a  store  and  iiiill  under  his  care. 

.Ill  1.S32,  r.t  tlie  outlircak  of  tlie  Ulack  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  ami  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  Ife 
returned  to  Sangamon  Comity,  and  alihougii  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  tlie  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  leceiveil  from  Amlrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  .Ml  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  .soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1S34  he  again  l)ecanie  a 
candidate  fur  liie  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  io  Sjjringfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  tliem  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  \Vhen  the  Legislature  as- 
semliled  lie  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
oae  hundred  miles  to  Vaiidalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1S36  he  was  re-elected  to  the  legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  lie  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  [jractice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1S54  the  great  discussion  liegan  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  tlie  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1S56,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  lor  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
•.lavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
-he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  eipial.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republi(  an  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  1S60.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam, "  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  lor  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supiwsed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
and  aslittle  did  he  ilreani  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fi.K  u|)on  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
ajilaceinthe  aflTecticjiis  of  his  cuuntiymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  iSo 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  jxiured  uix)n    this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  oilier  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1S61,  .Mr.  Li luoln  started 
for  Wasiiinglon,  sto|n>ing  in  all  the  large  cities  on  iu's 
way  making  speeches.  The  wiiole  journey  was  frouglii 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  hud 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  l>rougiil  to  light.  A  gang  in  lialii- 
niore  had  arranged,  ujxin  his  arrival  to  ".get  uj)  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  S[)ec!al  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrislnirg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  stalled  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  preveiu  ai.y  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  theirC;)i.- 
federate  gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincobi 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
allhcugh  great   anxiety  was   felt   by  all  loyal   people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
inqiortant  positions. 

During  no  oilier  administration  h.ive  the  duties 
devolving  upon  Ihe  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  whicii  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inajjilit)- to  meet.and  In 
his  own  strength  to  cope  wilh,  the  ditfii.ullics,  h.e 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  luul  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  com I'ort  in  all  liis 
trials,  bo'h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself.  Mi.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  {^ivi  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
tooneof  them.  A|)ril  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  l.e  ]iresent.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disa|)|)oiiitment  if  he  should  f  lil  tiiem, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  AVhile  listening  to 
the  jilay  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  \V'ilkes  I'.ooih 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  weie 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  liis  brains.  He  died  the  ■ 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deei)  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechle-.s 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  filly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  ^>■■Ii 
live  with  that  of  \\'ashington's,  its  father;  hisc<^-:;i;try- 
ineii  lieing  unable    to   decide    wliii  Iv    is    tl'.;    i.'ie.Uer. 
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1  NDR1';\V  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
btites.  The  early  life  of 
I  Vndrcw  Johnson  contains  but 
th(,  record  of  povert\',  destitu- 
tion and  ffiendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  180S, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  uixsn 
their  child.  ,  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow-workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 


])leased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book. 
but  assisted  him  in  Icarjiing  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  oi- 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  coulc'  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  a'- 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  ir. 
1S40  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  mucli 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1S43,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  anci 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  responsible  yiosi- 
tions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  ab;. 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1S57,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  .States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  tlie  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1S50,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  whicli 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  Jthe  Territories  should 
be  jjermilted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  net,  and  that 
the  *'ree  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escajjc  from  slavery. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  neverashamedof  his  lowly  origin: 
on  tlie  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  liis  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
tliat  1  am  a  mechanic  ;  neitlier  do  I  forget  that  .\dam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

.In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  iSl-o,  ne 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  Soutii- 
ixw  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1S62,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.  In 
1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15, 
1S65,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
?hey  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  uttei'  iiKonsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opixisition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress;  and  lie  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1 868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  princii)al  of  which  was  tlie 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began    March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action,  ll  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
liim.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  nol  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
l)ut  little  regarded.  He  continued,  tliough  impotent'-  , 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  tliis,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1S75,  the  e.x-Presiue;U 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  ^\'hen  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious, 
lie  rrdlied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.  M.,  July  3r,  aged  si.xty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
v.'ith  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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LYSS1<:S  S.  GRANT,  ilic 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
^jf  United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1S22,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortlj-  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. At  the  age  of  sc\en- 
teen,  in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Miliiary  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Ivesaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
Ijiorsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  uixjn  one 
side  of  the  anii'^.:d,  ran  the   gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent, with  the  fourth  infantry, 
10  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  niarcli  to  tlie  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevettcd  captain  at  Cha- 
puhepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  a^ain 
sent  to  one  of  the  miliiary  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  anny;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  1  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sani  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  im])nssed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
Stale  in  behalf  of  ihe  Go\crnment.      On  the   15th  of 
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June,  t86i,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  tlie  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that,  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  jilaced  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  llic  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
])e  was  ever  pus'iing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  M.njor-General,  and  the  military 
jistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains.  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
andopened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
v.'as  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Cliattancoga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition;  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,^  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1S64,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
ami  enter  u[x>"  l'"'  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
t!ie  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  jiromptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarteis  for  its  defence.  The  wliole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  .it  tlie  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,   i'^65. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved,  'i'lie 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forivard  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chn.ir. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  lield  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1S68,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  forthe 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  jxjpular  vote,  and  2 14  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  S'-cond  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civili/.ed  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  ujwn  any  citizen  of  the  United   States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  iSSo  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  Vork  an  1 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
\\  recked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  'in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  2^.. 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  deatli  of 
'   the  illustrious  General. 
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)   UFHERFORI)  U.    HAYES, 
tlic    nineteenth    President     of 
~    the  United  States,  was  born  in 
I  'j    Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1S22,  al- 
most three    months   after   the 
•^  death  of  his  fatiier,  Riitherford 

p    Ha)  es.      His    ancestry   on    both 

k\\  the  internal  ai^.d  maternal  sides, 
'*''i  \\  as  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
'  I',  acter.  It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  fir  back  as  12S0,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
tune overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
lied  Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  liis  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turcrof  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  "Rutherford  Hayes, 
sondf  Kzekiel  and  grand  fat  her  of  President  Hayes,  was 
liiirn  in  New  Haven,  in  .\ugust,  175^1.  He  was  a  farmer, 
|il;i(  ksmitli  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
N'erinont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
v.'heie  he  cstablislicd  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Rutli- 
erforu   Hryes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  wjiose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  tliey  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  fanilies  of  Noru  icli. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  tn 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  IJotli  of  lier  gr.indfathers  were  soldieis 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious, 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  slock- 
ing,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  1S12,  for  reasons  ine.xplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to  Ohio. 
■  The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  tliat  day. 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayts  deter- 
mined to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1S22,  a  victim  of  nialaiial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  th: 
son, of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adoi)ted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  ver)-  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  Ibis  sketch  was  so  feel >le  at  binli  tliat  lie 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  monlli  oi  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  lime  ''  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  tlie 
buy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  caie  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Slick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  1  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hajes.  "  Y'ou 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  tlie  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  ijredictious  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  w'nen,  in  1S25,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumst-ances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
i..  his  education;  and  as  the  boy's  health-  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  liis 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  colleger  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
^Vesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1S3S,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Innnediately  after  jiis  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  oftice  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  I^aw  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  F'or  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  liis  snbsc- 
fHient  life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  ^\'"ebl),  daughter  of  l')r.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  No)  es,  and  )nany 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
every liody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  llie  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Cluu  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  liini  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  oflice  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  J'lens ;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  I3ut  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpler  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  1S61,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1S62,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  liatlle 
of  Soutii  ?>Iounlain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
f;iinl  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  tor  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,"forgaUant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1S64,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1S64,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaiiin, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1S66. 

In  1S67,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  C)hio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1S69  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   187=;. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  a.'"ter  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1S75.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwevcr,  with  satisfaction  to  his  parly, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  op.". 
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AMES  A,  GARi"IP:LD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
1S31,  ill  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abram  and    EHza 
%  (Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
^Y,/"^      lies  well  known  in  the  early  liis- 
^i,  tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
ti\,but  liad  moved  to  the  Western 
Rebcrve,  in  Oliio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  fanners  of  that  day.  It 
I, as  about  20x30  feet,  Ijuilt  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
.sveen  tire  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
-lard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
,:leared,  an  orchard  jihuitcd,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
:heir  four  children — Melietabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
~ames.  In  May,  1S23,  tlie  fither,  from  a  cold  con- 
.i"acted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
ihis  time  James  was  about  eighteen  montlis  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  ])erha[is,  can 
fell  how  much  James  was  indeLted  to  his  biother's 
toil  and  self  sacrifice  during  tlie  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  si s- 
itis  live  in  .Solon,  O.,  near  their  liirthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
tiiein.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
W'jukl  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  b.e'  struggles  to  keep  the  little   family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youtli  and  manhood,  neither  did  tiiey 
ever  forget  him.  Wiicn  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
tiie  humblest  fiiend  of  his  bo\  hood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  tlie 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  tlie  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  tlie  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  si.xteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  en  plain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  lujwever,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  m.aking  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &:  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1S50,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  puijil.  He  soon 
"  e.xhausted  Hiram"  and  needed  more;  jience,  in  the 
fall  of  1S54,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  whi-;h 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  lo  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  slated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  i)ulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  Presidert  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  hisieligion: 
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"  Pi'fsident  Garfield  was  more  than  ;i  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  th:  t  duly  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  arid 
faith  and  spiritual  coniiv.i  -sion  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  jiidgnient  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
liis  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  tlie  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  tlieir  Christian 
communion.  Not  man)-  of  the  few  '--vise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  sliow  a  simihir  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  coinnumions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  tliey  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which,  he  was 
trained,  and  in  wliicli  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
lirian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

r-fr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucrt.'T  Rudolph,  Nov.  ii,  185S,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  'J"o  them  were  bonr  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

M^.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeclies  in  1S56, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  I\Ir.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  dtfend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  I^ieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1S61.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  ac'ion, 
was  placed  in  command  of  fijur  regiments  of  infantr)' 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marsh.all)  reputed  to  be  4.he  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Puell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  memberof  the 
General  CouIt-^Lartial  for  tlie  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  reiiort  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  l"'story  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

\\'ithout  an  effort  on  his  part  Get?  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  si.\ty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  \V  hittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  lliat  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  Ther-:  he  remained  L>y  successive  re- 
elections  until  lie  was  elected  President  in  iSSo. 
Of  liis  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "  Since 
tlic  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  •been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribuiiel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
belter  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Ivepiescnlatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield.'' 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1  SSo,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
parly  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention- 
He  v.as  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1 88 r,  was  inauguiaied.  Probably  no  ad- 
ini!)istra;ion  ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
d;iy  it  grew  in  favo.'  with  the  people,  and  Ijy  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  th.e  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Maine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
l.im,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  lurck. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  lie  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  Init  inf.icting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
befrire  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  I'eople 
for  tlie  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  briglitest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  ho[)e.  Foreighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  howe\er,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away.^ept. 
19,  18S3,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  cf  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  ]irevious.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  \ipor.  it. 
'I'he  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guiliy  .md  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed. 
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'^'^l.'^'^^  ?  HESTER  A.  ARTHUR, 
^tX  /  /  ,  I  twenty-first  I'rcsi'^.^iu  uf  Mic 
"^U^A  OT  In  United  Stalts  was  born  in 
(^^v^^^S'aXiK  Ti  mklinC'our  ty,  Vermont,  on 
"^'  Ao  the  fifchofOdober,  1830,  and  is 
«-f '  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  two 
sons  nd  five  daugliters.  I  lis 
fathei  was  tj-.i  Rev.  Dr.  A\'illiani 
Artiiur,  aliaptislc'.fgymanjWho 
eniigtaled  to  tb.s  country  froui 
the  comitv  Ant.im,  Ireland,  in 
h  s  iStii  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
A  Newtonville,  neai  .Albany,  after  a 
^1<  /  lon^  and  successful  ministry. 
}^~~^^  ^  5''ing  Arthur  was  educated  at 
p  \  ^  Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taui,lit  schtx}'. 
1]  1  1  \  ermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  cf  that  time  came  to 
\ew  Yoi-k,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
a  id  e.Uered  the  ofifice  of  ex-Judge 
1  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
I  being  admitted  to  the  bar  In;  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  tliey 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  mtarppd  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 
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Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recogniiioii  of  tlie  braveiy  lie  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  -Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  .Ar'Jiur  obtaiiicd  considerable  legal  telclirity 
in  his  first  great  case,  ilie  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  posses.a'on  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  Cit).  It  was  in  1S52  that  Jon. 
athan  Leniinon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
liis  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  'I'exas,  when 
ihey  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authoiized  tb.e 
Attorney  Generr.l  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  tiien  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Ciiarles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  lie  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward' 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1S56.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  jiut  off  a  Fourth 
.\venue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  I'.er  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  tpiickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  tlie  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Conijjany  ran  a  {c^  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

(General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  parly. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Krigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  i86r,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the. Government  during  the  war.  Al 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Plielps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  Yoik,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 
'  He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1 87 S,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  al  Chicago  in 
June,  rS8o.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  i)ithe  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
.vas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
Alarch  4,  1S81,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
an.vious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  tmison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  Clod- 
like.  During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  lo  iiis 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi 
ciously  begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  jxjsition  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  deatli  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  th.:  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  iSSr.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  f  oui  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  knov.-  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  viould  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  lobe  immediately 
decided  by  him;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circLunstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands;  and,  as  emba''rassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1S85,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  tlie  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  wiih  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ted  States,  was 
the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Fompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  i)resumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Sucli  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  liim  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayette  'ille  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
inlliience.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustwortliiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
Bat  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  althougli  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teacliing  was  not  hii 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  llie  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Clevchinu,  Oliio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  hiin;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Biiff.ilo  to 
»sk  the  advice  of  liis  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
r))eak  enthusiastically.  "What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sii,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
ihe  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got.^"'  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
an.-.'' 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeiier,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  lie  could  "look  around."  One  day  soo;i 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  w.ilk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "Thai's 
wliere  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
rircle  of  clciks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
i)ut  indue  lime  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  cxecutiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
iwssibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
t,"  was  practically  hii  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  v.-as  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
crin-.inals.  Li  iSSi  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  refonas 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  iiis 
performance  of  duly  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniq  :i- 
tous  street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a  time  fur 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  staled.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  ALayor  of  Buffalo,  and  tli'.>re- 
upon  recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1SS2, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  pviblic  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  iSS-i,  by  the  Nation.n.1  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  18S5,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
ca[)acity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  18S5.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachuselt;; ; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Literior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  ci 
Mississippi ;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
.Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Clevelar.d  answering  for  tlie  latter,  even  before  hiq 
inauguration. 
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^i:XJAI\riN    HARRISON,  the 
\  ,  twent3'-tliirf]     I'rcsidcnl,    is 

fjV^     '      =^-,  ,  j        ,^*   the  iloscenclniit  of  oiieof  the 
£  :   '   '    -  '      historical   families  of  this 
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cu  i       v        ,'    ■      -^       country.     Tiie  head  of  the 
"  c>^  R- ij  I,'_'j,'' ■'.■3    fainilj'  wiis  a  IMnjor  General 
' 'Vy^'S     Harrison,  one  of   Oliver 


^fi^ 


"gr  |>/^      ^''  Cromwell's  trusted   follow- 

ers  and  fighters.  In  the  zenitli  of  Crom- 
well's power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I.  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  ICCO.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  tiic 
family  tiiat  ap[)cars  in  liislory  is  Bcnja- 
ci-'  ■'■.:in  Ilr.rrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 

father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  whom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1 77  I-,")-!),  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  tiie  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
v.as  llneo  times  ( Irctod  Oovernor  of  A'irginia. 
Geu    William   Iliuiy   Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


dislingnishod  patriot  of  tiio  Rovolution,  after  a  suc- 
cessful career  as  a  soldier  during  the  ^Yar  of  1812, 
and  witii-a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  Isorth- 
westcrn  Tcrritorj',  was  elected  President  of  the 
Uniteil  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  shcrt 
by  ilcath  within  one  month  :.fter  Iiis  inr.uguration. 
President  Harrison  war  born  at  .Nort!'.  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  -"lO,  183.3,  His  life  upto 
tiic  time  of  his  graduation  bj'  the  Jliaini  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try' lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  tlio 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo.' 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  C'iii 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  tht 
ex[)iration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  receiv ..d  tL  . 
op.ly  inheritance  of  his  life;  his  aunt  dying  ieft  iiin; 
a  lot  valued  at  ^800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  t 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  o::ce,  'nk- 
tliis  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an  ^e- 
gin  the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  mone}'  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  wit.;  his 
young  wife  to  fight  fur  a  place  in   the  world.     L'e 
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deciileil  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  whicli  was  even  at 
llint  time  a  town  of  promise.  lie  met  with  sliglit 
encourageuient  at  llist,  making  scarcely  aii_vtliing 
llie  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  np  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession,    lie  is  the  father  of  tvvo  children. 

In  18G0  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Keporter,  and  tlien  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker.  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1802  he  raised  the  ITtli 
Indiana  Infantr}',  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
but  Col.  Harrison  emploj'cd  all  his  time  at  fust 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
witii  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Itesaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
at  Pcachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimontarj'  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  ofliee  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
ing Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  18C4 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  ofliee,  he  got  a 
thirty-d.ay  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  an.d  was  elected 
for  another  terra.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
.'ever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  tlie  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
Incidents  of  the  war. 

In  ISGBGcn.  Harrison  declined  ".  re-election  as 
reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  187G 
he  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de- 
[e.'iied,  the  brilliant  cami)aign  he  made  won  for  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  w.as  much  sougjit,  es- 
pecia^.y  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  ISSii, 
^  iisuol,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
:in(1  w:.-  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
lie  served  six  years,  and  was  known  as  one  of  (ho 
ablest  men,  best  law3'ers  and  strongest  debaters  in 


that  body.  AVitli  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  tiie  practice  of  his  profession, 
bifcoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  cam[)aign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  asseml)lcd  in  Chicago  in  .Inne  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standani  bearer 
of  tiic  Ivcpublican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed nyion  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Xation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment becam.e  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pa^'  their  res[)eets  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  dailj'  all  through 
the  sunuuer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  ho  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonlj'  early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  tj  agilate 
the  countiy.  He  was  an  uncompnnnising  anti 
slaveiy  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  ^'..e 
most  eminent  I^emocratic  speakers  of  his  St.ate. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  desired  to 
be  i)itted  with  him  again.  AVitli  all  his  eloq-'ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  si>ler 
did  tyi)e  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  wit", 
(piick  perccjjtion,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
S4)cakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  teise 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
}et  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  rocognizeil  as 
tile  sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  o*"  the  day 
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^'  HADRACH  BOND,  ihe  first 
Governor  of  Illinois  after  its 
oigtnization  r.s  a  State,  servinj^ 
from  1818  to  1822,  was  born  in 
PiLclerick  County,  Maryland, 
the  year  1773,  and  was 
rai'ied  a  farmer  on  his  father's 
pi  mtition,  receiving  only  a  plain 
En£,lish  education.  He  emigrated 
to  tins  btite  in  1794,  when  it  was  a 
part  of  the  "Northwest  Territory," 
contniunij,  in  the  vocation  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up  in  his  native 
State,  in  the  "  New  Design,"  near 
Eagle  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
County.  He  served  several  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Indiana  Territory,  after  it  was  organized  as  such, 
and  in  i8i2-r4  he  was  a  Delegate  to  the  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  Congresses,  taking  his  seat  Dec.  3, 
i8r  2,  and  serving  until  Oct.  3,  1814.  These  were 
the  times,  the  reader  will  recollect;  when  this  Gov- 
ernment had  its  last  struggle  with  Great  Britain. 
The  year  1812  is  also  noted  in  the  history  of  tliis 
State  as  that  in  whicli  the  first  Territorial  Legislature 
was  held.  It  convened- at  Kaskaskia,  Nov.  25,  and 
adjourned  Dec.  26,  following. 

While  serving  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  Mr.  Bond 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  the  right  of  pre-em]i- 
tion  on  the  pul)lic  domain.  On  the  expiration  of  his 
term  at  Washington  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  then  the  capital  of  tlie 
Territory.       In    company    with   John    G.    Comyges, 


Thomas  H.  Harris,  Charles  Slade,  Michael  Jones 
Warren  Brown,  Edward  Humphries  and  Charles  W 
Hunter,  he  became  a  proprietor  of  the  site  of  the 
initial  city  of  Cairo,  whicii  they  hoped,  from  its  favor- 
able location  at  the  junction  of  the  two  greai 
rivers  near  the  center  of  ilie  Great  West,  would 
rapidly  develop  into  a  metropolis.  To  aid  the  enter- 
prise, they  obtained  a  special  cliartcr  from  the  Legis- 
lature, incorporating  both  the  City  and  the  Bank  of 
Cairo. 

In  1S18  Mr.  Bond  was  elected  the  first  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  being  inaugurated  Oct.  6 
that  year,  which  was  several  weeks  before  Illinois 
was  actually  admitted.  The  facts  are  these :  In 
January,  t8i8,  the  Territorial  Legislature  sent  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Illinois  as  a 
State,  Nathaniel  Pope  being  then  Delegate.  The 
]ietition  was  granted,  fixing  the  northern  line  of  the 
State  on  the  latitude  of  the  southern  e.Ktremity  of 
Lake  Michigan;  but  the  bill  was  afterward  so  amend- 
ed as  to  extend  tiiis  line  to  its  present  latitude.  In 
July  a  convention  was  called  at  Kaskaskia  to  draft  a 
constitution,  which,  however,  was  not  submitted  to 
the  people.  By  its  provisions,  supreme  judges,  pros 
ecuting  attorneys,  county  and  circuit  judges,  record- 
ers and  justices  of  the  peace  were  all  to  be  appointed 
|jy  the  Governor  or  elected  by  the  Legislature.  This 
constitution  was  accepted  by  Congress  Dec.  30.  .-Xt 
iliat  time  Illinois  comprised  but  eleven  counties, 
namely,  Randolph,  Madison,  Gallatin,  Johnson, 
Pope,  Jackson,  Crawford,  Bond,  Union,  Washington 
and  Franklin,  the  northern  jiortion  of  the  State  be- 
ing mainly  in  Madison  County.  Thus  it  appears 
that  Mr.   Bond  was    honored  by    the    naming   of  a 
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county  before  he  was  elected  Governor.  The  present 
county  of  Bond  is  of  small  limitations,  about  60  to  So 
miles  south  of  Springfield.  For  Lieutenant  Governor 
the  oeople  chose  Pierre  Menard,  a  prominent  and 
worthy  Frenchman,  after  whom  a  county  in  this  State 
is  named.  In  this  election  there  were  no  opposition 
candidates,  as  the  popularity  of  these  men  had  made 
tlieir  promotion  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  Siate,  even 
before  the  constitution  was  drafted,  a  foregone  con- 
thision. 

The  principal  points  that  excited  the  people  in 
reference  to  political  issues  at  this  period  were  local 
or  "internal  improvements,"  as  they  were  called. 
State  banks,  location  of  the  capital,  slavery  and  the 
personal  characteristics  of  the  proposed  candidates. 
Mr.  Bond  represented  the  "Convention  party,"  for 
introducing  slavery  into  the  State,  sup[)orted  by  Elias 
Ke  U  Kane,  his  Secretary  of  State,  and  John  Mc- 
Lean, while  Nathaniel  Pope  and  Jolin  P.  Cook  led 
the  anti-slavery  element.  The  people,  however,  did 
not  become  very  much  excited  over  this  issue  until 
1S20,  when  the  famous  Missouri  Compromise  was 
adopted  by  Congress,  limiting  slavery  to  the  south 
of  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  except  in  Missouri.  While 
this  measure  settled  the  great  slavery  controversy, 
so  far  as  the  average  public  sentiment  was  tempor- 
arily concerned,  until  1854,  when  it  was  repealed 
under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the  issue 
as  considered  locally  in  this  State  was  not  decided 
until  1824,  after  a  most  furious  campaign.  (See 
sketch  of  Gov.  Coles.)  The  ticket  of  1S18  was  a 
compromise  one.  Bond  representing  (moderately)  the 
pro-slavery  sentiment  and  Menard  the  anti-slavery. 

An  awkward  element  in  the  State  government 
under  Gov.  Bond's  administration,  was  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  State  constitution.  The  Convention 
wished  to  have  Elijah  C.  Berry  for  the  first  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  but,  as  it  was  believed  tliat  the 
new  Governor  would  not  appoint  him  to  the  office, 
the  Convention  declared  in  a  schedule  that  "  an 
auditor  of  public  accounts,  an  attorney  general  and 
sucli  other  officers  of  the  State  as  may  be  necessary, 
may  be  apjxjintcd  by  the  General  Assembly."  The 
Constitution,  as  it  stood,  vested  a  very  large  ap[)oint- 
ing  power  in  the  Governor;  but  for  the  purpo.se  of 
getting  one  man  into  office,  a  total  ciiange  was  made, 
and  tiie  ix>wer  vested  in  the  Legislature.  Of  this 
provision  the  Legislature   took  advantage,   and   de 


Glared  that  State's  attorneys,  canal  commissioners, 
bank  directors,  etc.,  were  all  '"  officers  of  the  State" 
and  must  therefore  be  appointed  by  itself  independ- 
ently of  the  Governor. 

During  Gov.  Bond's  administration  a  general  law 
was  passed  for  the  incorporation  of  academies  and 
towns,  and  one  authorizing  lotteries.  The  session  of 
1822  authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners, to  act  in  conjunction  with  like  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  reix)rt  on  the 
practicability  and  exiiediency  of  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  tiie  Wabash  River;  also  inland  navigation 
generally.  Many  improvements  were  recommended, 
some  of  which  have  been  feebly  worked  at  even  till 
the  present  day,  those  along  the  Wabash  being  of  no 
value.  Also,  during  Gov.  Bond's  term  of  office,  the 
capital  of  the  State  was  removed  from  Kaskaskia  to 
Vandalia.  In  1820  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress 
authorizing  this  State  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands.  The  State  appointed  commissioners 
10  explore  the  route  and  prepare  the  necessary  sur- 
veys and  estimates,  preparatory  to  its  execution; 
but,  being  unable  out  of  its  own  resources  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking,  it  was  abandoned 
until  some  time  after  Congress  made  tiie  grant  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  its  construction. 

On  the  whole,  Gov.  Bond's  administration  was 
fairly  good,  not  being  open  to  severe  criticism  from 
any  party.  In  1S24,  two  years  after  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  he  was  brought  out  as  a  candi- 
date for  Congress  against  the  formidable  John  P. 
Cook,  but  received  only  4,374  votes  to  7,460  for  the 
latter.  Gov.  Bond  was  no  orator,  but  had  made 
many  fast  friends  by  a  judicious  bestowment  of  his 
gubernatorial  patronage,  and  these  worked  zealously 
for  him  in  the  campaign. 

In  r827  ex-Gov.  Bond  was  appointed  by  the  Leg- 
islature, with  Wm.  P.  McKee  and  Dr.  Gershom 
Jayne,  as  Commissioners  to  locate  a  site  for  a  peni- 
tentiary on  the  Mississippi  at  or  near  Alton. 

Mr.  Bond  was  of  a  benevolent  and  convivial  dis- 
position, a  man  of  shrewd  observation  and  clear  ap- 
preciation of  events.  His  person  was  erect,  stand- 
ing six  feet  in  height,  and  after  middle  life  became 
jwrtly,  weighing  200  pounds.  His  features  were 
strongly  masculine,  complexion  dark,  hair  jet  and 
eyes  hazel  ;  was  a  favorite  with  tlie  ladies.  He  died 
April  rr,  1830,  in  peace  and  contentment. 
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DWARL)  COLES,  second 
Governor  of  Illinois,  1S23- 
6,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1786, 
m  Albemarle  Co.,  Va.,  on 
the  old  family  estate  called 
"  Enniscorthy,"  on  the 
Green  Mountain.  His  fath- 
er, John  Coles,  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Having  been  fit- 
ted for  college  by  private  tutors,  he 
was  sent  to  Hampden  Sidney,  where 
he  remiined  until  the  autumn  of  1805, 
when  he  was  removed  to  William  and 
Miry  College,  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
Thib  college  he  left  in  the  summer  of 
1807,  a  short  time  before  the  final  and  graduating 
examination.  Among  his  classmates  were  Lieut. 
Gen.  Scott,  President  John  Tyler,  Wni.  S.  Archer, 
United  States  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  Justice 
Bildu'in,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  The 
President  of  the  latter  college.  Bishop  Madison,  was 
a  cousin  of  President  James  Madison,  and  that  cir- 
cumstance was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Coles  becoming 
personally  acquainted  with  the  President  and  re- 
ceiving a  position  as  his  private  secretary,  1809-15. 
The  family  of  Coles  was  a  prominent  one  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  their  mansion  was  the  seat  of  the  old- 
fasiiioned  Virginian  hospitality.  It  was  visited  by 
such  notables  as  Patrick  Henry,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  the  Randolplis,  Tazewell,  Wirt,  etc.  At  tlie 
age  of  23,  young  Coles  found  himself  heir  to  a  plant- 
ation and  a  considerable  n.umber  of  slaves.  Ever 
since  his  earlier  college  days  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  the  question  of   slavery.     He    read    every- 


thing on  the  subject  that  came  in  liis  way,  and 
listened  to  lectures  on  the  rights  of  man.  The  more 
lie  reflected  upon  the  subject,  the  more  impossil)le 
was  it  for  him  to  reconcile  the  immortal  de'claration 
"that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal"  witli  tlie 
practice  of  slave-holding.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to 
free  his  slaves  the  first  opportunity,  and  even  remove 
his  residence  to  a  free  State.  One  reason  which  de- 
termined him  to  accept  tlte  appointment  as  private 
secretary  to  Mr.  Madison  was  because  he  believed 
that  through  the  acquaintances  he  could  make  at 
Washington  he  could  better  determine  in  what  part 
of  the  non-slaveholding  portion  of  tiie  Union  he  would 
prefer  to  settle. 

The  relations  between  Mr.  Coles  and  President 
Madison,  as  well  as  Jefferson  and  other  distinguisjied 
men,  were  of  a  very  friendly  character,  arising  from 
the  similarity  of  their  views  on  the  question  of  slaverv 
and  their  sympathy  for  each  other  in  holding  doc- 
trines so  much  at  variance  with  tlie  prevailing  senti- 
ment in  their  own  State. 

In  1857,  he  resigned  his  secretaryship  and  spent  a 
portion  of  the  following  autumn  in  exploring  tlie 
Northwest  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  lo- 
cation and  purchasing  lands  on  which  to  settle  his 
negroes.  He  traveled  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  with 
an  extra  man  and  horse  far  emergencies,  through 
many  parts  of  Oliio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
determining  finally  to  settle  in  Illinois.  .At  this  time, 
however,  a  misunderstanding  arose  between  ou; 
Government  and  Russia,  and  Mr.  Coles  was  selected 
to  repair  to  St.  Petersburg  on  a  special  mission,  bear- 
ing important  papers  concerning  the  matter  at  issue. 
The  result  was  a  conviction  of  the    Emperor   (Alex- 
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andei)  of  the  error   committed   by   his    minister   at 

Wasliiiigton,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  of  the 
tlic  latter  from  the  post.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Coles 
visited  other  iiarts  of  Eurojje,  es[)ecially  Paris,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Gen.  Lafayette. 

In  the  spring  of  1S19,  he  removed  witli  all  iiis 
negroes  from  Virginia  ti>  Edwardsville,  111-,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  them  their  liberty.  He  did  not 
make  known  to  them  his  intention  until  one  beautiful 
morning  in  A|)ril,  a's  th.ey  were  descending  the  Ohio 
River.  He  lashed  all  the  boats  together  and  called 
all  the  negroes  on  deck  and  made  them  a  short  ad- 
dress, concluding  his  remaiks  by  so  ex[)rcssing  him- 
self that  by  a  turn  of  a  sentence  he  proclaimed  in 
the  shortest  and  fullest  manner  that  they  were  no 
longer  slaves,  but  free  as  he  was  and  were  at  liberty 
to  proceed  with  him  or  go  ashore  at  their  pleas- 
ure. A  descriiition  of  tlie  effect  upon  the  negroes  is 
best  desciibed  in  his  own  language  : 

"The  effect  w\xm  them  was  electrical.  They  stared 
at  me  and  then  at  each  other,  as  if  doubting  the  ac- 
curacy or  reality  of  what  they  heard.  In  breathless 
silence  they  stood  before  me,  unable  to  utter  a  word, 
but  with  countenances  beaming  with  e.xpression  which 
no  words  could  convey,  and  which  no  language 
can  describe.  As  they  began  to  see  the  truth  of 
what  they  had  heard,  and  realize  their  situation,  there 
came  on  a  kind  of  hysterical,  giggling  laugh.  After 
a  pause  of  intense  and  unutterable  emotion,  bathed 
in  tears,  and  with  tremulous  voices,  they  gave  vent  to 
their  gratitude  and  implored  the  blessing  of  God 
on  nie." 

Before  landmg  he  gave  them  a  general  certificate 
of  freedom,  and  afterward  conformed  more  particu- 
larly with  the  law  of  this  State  requiring  that  each 
individual  should  have  a  certificate.  This  act  of 
Mr.  Coles,  all  the  more  noble  and  heroic  considering 
■  the  overwhelming  pro-slavery  influences  surroimding 
him,  has  challenged  the  admiration  of  every  philan- 
thropist of  modern  times. 

March  5,  1819,  President  Monroe  appointed  ^Tr. 
Coles  Registrar  of  the  Land  Office  at  Edwardsvibe^ 
at  that  time  one  of  the  principal  land  offices  in  the 
State.  While  acting  in  this  capacity  and  gaining 
many  friends  by  his  jxiliteness  and  general  intelli- 
gence, the  greatest  struggle  that  ever  occurred  in 
Illinois  on  the  slavery  ques  ion  culminated  in  the 
furious  contest  characterizing  the  campaigns  and 
elections  of  1S22-4.  In  the  summer  of  1S23,  when  a 
new  Governor  was  to  be  elected  to  succeed  Mr. 
iiond,  the  pro-shivery  element  divided  into  factions, 
iiuitiiig  forward  for  the  executive  office  Jose[ih 
Phillips,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  Thomas  C. 
IJrowne  and  Gen.  Jimes  H.  iMoore,  of  the  State  Mil- 
iia.  The  anti-slavery  element  united  upon  Mr. 
(.!oles,  and,  after  one  of  the  most  bitter  campaigns, 
s'lcceeded  in  electing  him  as  Governor.  His  plural- 
ity over  Judge  Phillips  was  only  59  in  a  total  vote  of 


over  8,000.     The  Lieutenant  Governor  was  elected 

by  the  slavery  men.  Mr.  Coles' inauguration  speech 
was  iriarked  by  calmness,  deliberation  and  such  a 
wise  expression  of  appropriate  suggestions  as  to 
elicit  the  sanction  of  all  judicious  jjoliticians.  But 
he  compromised  not  with  evil.  In  his  message  to 
the  Legislature,  the  seat  of  Government  being  then 
at  Vandalia,  he  strongly  urged  the  abrogation  of  the 
modified  form  of  slavery  whi-;!)  then  existed  in  this 
State,  contrary  to  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  His  posi- 
tion on  this  subject  seems  the  more  remarkable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  he  was  a  minority  Governor,  the 
population  of  Illinois  being  at  that  time  almost  ex- 
clusively from  slave-holding  States  and  by  a  large 
majority  in  favor  of  the  perpetuation  of  that  old  relic 
of  barbarism.  The  Legislature  itself  was,  of  course, 
a  reflex  of  the  po|)ular  sentiment,  arid  a  majority  of 
them  were  led  on  by  fiery  men  in  denunciations  of 
the  conscientious  Governor,  and  in  curses  loud  and 
deep  upon  him  and  all  his  friends.  Some  of  the 
public  men,  indeed,  went  so  far  as  to  head  a  sort  of 
mob,  or  "  shiveree"  party,  who  visited  the  residence 
of  the  Governor  and  others  at  Vandalia  and  yeiled 
and  groaned  and  spat  fire. 

The  Constitution,  not  establishing  or  permitting 
slavery  in  this  State,  was  thought  therefore  to  be 
defective  by  the  slavery  jjoliticians, -and  they  desired 
a  State  Convention  to  be  elected,  to  devise  and  sub- 
mit a  new  Constitution;  and  the  dominant  politics 
of  the  day  was  "Convention"  and  "anti-Conven- 
tion." Both  parties  issued  addresses  to  the  jieople. 
Gov.  Coles  himself  being  the  author  of  the  address 
IHiblished  l)y  the  latter  [>arty.  This  address  revealed 
the  schemes  of  the  conspirators  in  a  masterly  ;iian- 
ner.  It  is  difficult  for  us  at  this  distant  day  to  esti- 
mate the  critical  and  extremely  delicate  situation  in 
which  the  Governor  was  placed  at  that  time. 

Our  hero  maintained  himself  honorably  and  with 
supreme  dignity  throughout  his  administration,  and 
in  his  honor  a  county  in  this  State  is  named.  He 
was  truly  a  great  man,  and  those  who  lived  in 
this  State  during  his  sojourn  here,  like  those  who 
live  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  were  too  nearto  see 
and  recognize  the  greatness  thatovershadowed  them. 

Mr.  Coles  was  married  Nov.  2S,  1833,  by  Bishop 
De  Lancey,  to  Miss  Sally  Logan  Roberts,  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  Roberts,  a  descendant  of  Welsh  ancestrv, 
whocaniJ  to  this  country  with  Wm.    Penn  in    1682. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  Gov. 
Coles  continued  his  residence  in  Edwardsville,  sup- 
erintending his  farm  in  tlie  vicinity.  He  was  fond 
of  agriculture,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  first  agri- 
cultural society  in  the  State.  On  accotint  t:f  ill 
health,  however,  and  having  no  fanuly  to  tie  him 
down,  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Eastern  cities. 
About  1S32  he  changed  his  residence  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  died  July  7,  186S,  and  is  btiried  at 
Woodland,  near  that  city. 
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"  -^  INI  AN  EDWARDS,  Governor 
))  liom  1827  to  1S30,  was  a  sou 
■f)^  of  Benjamin  Edwards,  and 
\{  was  born  in  Montgomery 
'  ;^,o  County,  Maryland,  in  March, 
■■  ~  V;^  1775-  His  domestic  train- 
"^^i'  ing  was  well  fitted  to  give 
his  mind  strength,  firmness  and 
lioi  orable  princijjles,  and  a  good 
foundation  was  laid  for  the  elevated 
chaiacter  to  which  he  afterwards 
attained.  His  parents  were  Bap- 
tists, and  very  strict  in  their  moral 
piinci[)les.  His  education  in  early 
)outh  was  in  company  with  and 
partly  under  the  tuition  of  Hon.  Wm. 
Wirt,  whom  his  father  patronized 
and  who  was  more  than  two  years 
older.  An  intimacy  was  thus 
lormjd  between  them  which  was  lasting  for  life.  He 
was  further  educated  at  Dickinson  College,  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.  He  next  coumienced  the  study  of  law,  but 
before  completing  his  course  he  moved  to  Nelson 
County,  Ky.,  to  open  a  farm  for  his  father  and  to 
purchase  homes  and  locate  lands  for  his  brothers  and 
sisters.  Here  he  fell  in  the  company  of  dissolute 
companions,  and  for  several  years  led  the  life  of  a 
spendthrift.  He  was,  however,  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  as  the  Representative  of  Nelson 
county  before  he  was  21  years  of  age,  and  was  re- 
elected by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 


In  1 7 98  he  was  licensed  to  practice  law,  and  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  the  Courts  of  Tennes- 
see. About  this  tin"te  he  left  Nelson  County  for 
Russellville,  in  Logan  County,  broke  away  from  his 
dissolute  companions,  commenced  a  reforniation  and 
devoted  himself  to  severe  and  laborious  study.  He 
then  began  to  rise  rapidly  in  his  profession,  and  soon 
became  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  inside  of  four  years 
he  filled  in  succession  the  offices  of  Presiding  Judge 
of  the  General  Court,  Circuit  Judge,  fourth  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State, 
— all  before  he  was  32  years  of  age!  In  addition,  in 
1802,  he  received  a  commission  as  Major  of  a  battal- 
ion of  Kentucky  militia,  and  in  1804  was  chosen  a 
Presidential  Elector,  on  the  Jefferson  and  Clinton 
ticket.  In  1806  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
but  witlulrew  on  being  promoted  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Illinois  was  organized  as  a  separate  Territory  in 
the  spring  of  rSog,  when  Mr.  Edwards,  then  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Kentucky,  received 
from  President  Madison  the  appointment  as  Gover- 
nor of  the  new  Territory,  his  commission  bearing  date 
.April  24,  1809.  Edwards  arrived  at  Kaskaskia  in 
June,  and  on  the  i  rth  of  that  mouth  took  the  oath  of 
office.  At  tlie  same  time  he  was  appointed  Superin- 
tendent of  the  United  States  Saline,  this  Gc.vernnient 
interest  then  develojjing  into  considerable  j)roporlion,i 
in  Soutliern  Illinois.  Although  during  the  fust  three 
years  of  his  administration  he  had  the  power  to  make 
new  comities  and  appoint  all  the  officers,  yel  he  always 
allowed  the   people  of  each   county,  by  an  informal 
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vole,  lo  sc-lect  iheir  own  officers,  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary. The  noted  John  J.  Crittenden,  afterward 
United  States  Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  appointed 
by  Gev.  Edwards  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General  of 
the  Territory,  which  office  was  accepted  for  a  short 
time  only. 

The  Indians  in  i8ro  committing  sundry  depreda- 
tions in  the  Territory,  crossing  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  long  corres]X)ndence  fol- 
lowed between  the  respective  Governors  concerning 
the  remedies,  which  ended  in  a  council  with  the  sav- 
ages at  Peoria  in  1812,  and  a  fresh  interpretation  of 
the  treaties.  Peoria  was  depopulated  by  these  de- 
predations, and  was  not  re-settled  for  many  vears 
afterward. 

As  Gov.  Edwards'  term  of  office  expired  by  law  in 
1S12,  he  was  re-appointed  for  another  term  of  three 
years,  and  again  in  1S15  for  a  third  term,  serving 
until  the  organisation  of  the  State  in  the  fall  of  1818 
and  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Bond.  At  this  time 
ex-Gov.  Edwards  was  sent  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  his  colleague  being  Jesse  B.  Thomas.  As 
Senator,  Mr.  Edwards  took  a  conspicuous  part,  and 
acquitted  himself  honorably  in  all  the  measures  that 
came  up  in  that  body,  being  well  posted,  an  able  de- 
bater and  a  conscientious  statesman.  He  thought 
seriously  of  resigning  this  situation  in  1821,  but  was 
persuaded  by  his  old  friend,  Wm.  Wirt,  and  others  to 
continue  in  office,  which  he  did  to  the  end  of  the 
term. 

He  was  then  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico  by 
President  Monroe.  About  this  time,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Edwards  saw  suspicious  signs  in  the  conduct  of 
Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Treasury,  and  an  ambitious  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and  being  implicated  by  the  latter  in  someof 
his  statements,  he  resigned  his  Mexican  mission  in 
order  fully  to  investigate  the  charges.  The  result 
was  the  exculpation  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Pro-slavery  regulations,  often  termed  "Black  Laws," 
disgraced  the  statute  books  of  both  the  Territory  and 
'.he  State  of  Illinois  during  tlie  whole  of  his  career  in 
Jiis  commonwealth,  and  Mr.  Edwards  always  main- 
tained the  doctrines  of  freedom,  and  was  an  important 
;xtor  in  the  great  struggle  which  ended  in  a  victory 
Cor  his  party  in  1824. 

In  1S26  -7  the  Winnebago  and  other  Indians  com- 
mitted son-e  depredations  in  the  northern  part  of  the 


State,  and  the  wliite  settlers,  who  desired  the  landi 
and  wished  to  exasperate  the  savages  into  an  evacu- 
ation of  the  country,  magnified  the  misdemeanors  of 
the  aborigines  and  thereby  produced  a  hostility  be- 
tween the  races  so  great  as  to  precipitate  a  little  war, 
known  in  history  as  the  "Winnebago  Wnr."  A  few 
chases  and  skirmishes  were  had,  when  Gen.  Atkinson 
succeeded  in  capturing  Red  Bird,  the  Indian  chief, 
and  putting  him  to  death,  thus  ending  the  contest,  a*: 
least  until  tlie  troubles  commenced  which  ended  in 
the  "  Black  Hawk  War"  of  1S32.  In  the  interpre- 
tation of  treaties  and  execution  of  their  provisions 
Gov.  Edwards  had  much  vexatious  work  to  do.  The 
Indians  kept  themselves  generally  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan  Territory,  and  its  Governor, 
Lewis  Cass,  was  at  a  point  so  remote  that  ready  cor- 
respondence with  him  was  difficult  or  impossible. 
Gov.  Edwards'  administration,  however,  in  regard  to 
the  protection  of  the  Illinois  frontier,  seems  to  have 
been  very  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

For  a  considerable  portion  of  his  lime  after  his  re- 
moval to  Illinois,  Gov.  Edwards  resided  upon  his 
farm  near  Kaskaskia,  which  he  had  well  stocked  with 
liorses,  cattle  and  sheep  from  Kentucky,  also  with 
fruit-trees,  grape-vines  and  shrubbery.  He  estab- 
lished saw  and  grist-mills,  and  engaged  extensively 
in  mercantile  business,  having  no  less  than  eight  or  ten 
stores  in  this  State  and  Missouri.  Notwithstanding 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  he  nearly  always  pur- 
chased the  goods  himself  with  whicli  to  supply  the 
stores.  Although  not  a  regular  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine, he  studied  the  heahng  art  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, and  took  great  pleasure  in  prescribing  for,  and 
taking  care  of,  the  sick,  generally  without  charge. 
He  was  also  liberal  to  the  poor,  several  widows  and 
ministers  of  the  gospel  becoming  indebted  to  hun 
even  for  their  homes. 

He  married  Miss  Elvira  Lane,  of  Maryland,  in 
1803,  and  they  became  the  affectionate  parents  of 
several  children,  one  of  whom,, especially,  is  weh' 
known  to  the  people  of  the  "  Prairie  State,"  nanielyi 
Ninian  Wirt  Edwards,  once  the  Superintendent  c' 
Public  Instruction  and  still  a  resident  of  Springfield 
Gov.  Edwards  resided  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Kas- 
kaskia from  iSog  to  1S18;  in  Edwardsville  (named 
after  him)  from  that  time  to  1S24;  and  from  the  lat- 
ter date  at  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  until  his 
death,  July  20,  i8;,3,  of  Asiatic  cliolera.  Edwards 
County  is  also  named  in  his  honor. 
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%  ">'■  /^  foHN  REYNOLDS,  Governor  1831- 
^,' ' '  .*  '  J  jji^  4,  was  born  in  Montgomery  Coun- 
"<^J  j'^/ "yi  ;^  ty,  Pennsylvania,  Feb.  26,1788. 
/  J  V  1  ^  His  father,  Robert  Reynolds  and 
^    'y  "*       <     liis  mother,  »fe  Margaret  Moore, 

■"■^  '  "^  '  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  from 
which  country  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1785,  land- 
ing at  Philadelphia.  The  senior 
Reynolds  entertained  an  undying 
hostility  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment. When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  about  six  months  old, 
his  parents  emigrated  with  him  to 
Tennessee,  where  many  of  their 
relatives  had  already  located,  at  the  base  of  the 
Copper  Ridge  Mountain,  about  14  miles  northeast  of 
the  present  city  of  Knoxville.  There  they  were  ex- 
iMsed  to  Indian  depredations,  and  were  much  molest- 
ed by  them.  In  1794  they  moved  into  the  interior 
of  lire  State.  They  were  poor,  and  brought  up  their 
children  to  habits  of  manual  industry. 

In  1800  the  family  removed  to  Kaskaskia,  111.,  with 
eight  horses  and  two  wagons,  encountering  many 
Hardships  on  the  way.  Here  young  Reynolds  passed 
the  most  of  his  childliood,  while  his  cliaracter  began 
to  develop,  the  most  prominent  trails  of  which  were 
ambition  and  energy.  He  also  adopted  the  principle 
and  practice  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating 
liquors.     In  1807  the  family  made  another  removal, 


this  time  to  the  "  Goshen  Settlement,"  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mississippi  bluffs  three  or  four  miles  southwest 
of  Edwardsville. 

On  arriving  at  his  20th  year,  Mr.  Reynolds,  seeing 
that  he  must  look  about  for  his  own  liveliliood  and 
not  yet  having  determined  what  calling  to  pursue, 
concluded  first  to  attend  college,  and  he  accordingly 
went  to  such  an  institution  of  learning,  near  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.,  where  he  had  relatives.  Imagine  his 
diffidence,  when,  after  passing  the  first  20  years  of 
iris  life  without  ever  having  seen  a  carpet,  a  papered 
wall  or  a  Windsor  chair,  and  never  having  lived  in  a 
shingle-roofed  house,  he  suddenly  ushered  himseli' 
into  the  society  of  the  wealthy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Knoxville!  He  attended  college  nearly  two  years, 
going  through  the  principal  Latin  authors;  but  it 
seems  that  he,  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in  modern 
times,  had  but  very  little  use  for  his  Latin  in  after 
life.  He  always  failed,  indeed,  to  exhibit  any  good 
degree  of  literary  disciphne.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  Knoxville,  but  a  pulmonary  trouble 
came  on  and  compelled  him  to  change  his  mode 
of  life.  Accordingly  he  returned  home  and  re- 
cuperated, and  in  1S12  resumed  his  college  and 
law  studies  at  Knoxville.  In  the  fall  of  1812  he  was 
admitted  to  the  liar  at  Kaskaskia.  About  this  time 
he  also  learned  the  French  language,  which  he 
practiced  with  pleasure  in  conversation  with  his 
family  for  many  years.  He  regarded  this  language 
as  being  superior  to  all  others  for  social    intercourse. 
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From  his  services  in  the  West,  in  the  war  of  i8r2, 
he  cibtained  the  sooricjuelof  the  "  Old  Ranker."  He 
was  Ordeily  Sergeant,  then  Judge  Advocate. 

Mr.  Kcynolds  opened  his  fust  law  office  in  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1S14,  inthe  French  village  of 
Cahokia,  then  the  capital  of  St.  Clair  County. 

In  the  fall  of  iSiS  he  was  elected  an  Associate 
Justice  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  by  the  General 
Assembly.  In  1825  he  entered  more  earnestly  than 
ever  into  the  practice  of  law,  and  the  very  next  year 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  where  he 
acted  independently  of  all  cliques  and  private  inter- 
ests. In  1S2S  the  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  for 
the  first  time  distinctively  organized  as  such  in  Illi- 
nois, and  the  usual  party  bitterness  grew  up  and 
raged  on  all  sides,  while  Air.  Reynolds  preserved  a 
Judicial  calmness  and  moderation.  The  real  animus 
.if  the  campaign  was  ''  Jackson  "  and  "  anti-Jackson," 
'he  former  party  carrying  the  State. 

In  August,  1830,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor, amid  great  e.vcitement.  Installed  in  office,  he 
did  all  within  his  (xswer  to  advance  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, internal  improvements,  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal,  the  harbor  at  Cliicago,  settling  the  coun- 
try, etc.;  also  reccmmended  the  winding  up  of  the 
.State  Bank,  as  its  affairs  had  become  dangerously 
complicated.  In  his  national  |)olitics,  he  was  a 
moderate  supporter  of  (General  Jackson.  But  the 
most  celebrated  event  of  his  gubernatorial  admin- 
istration was  the  Black  Hawk  \Var,  which  occurred 
in  1832.  He  called  out  the  militia  and  prosecuted 
the  contest  with  commendable  diligence,  appearing 
in  person  on  the  battle-grounds  during  the  most 
critical  periods.  He  was  recognized  by  tiie  President 
as  Major-General,  and  authorized  by  him  to  make 
treaties  with  the  Indians.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
gerf  ral  Government  the  war  was  terminated  without 
much  bloodshed,  but  after  many  serious  fights.  This 
war,  as  well  as  everything  else,  was  materially  re- 
tarded by  the  occurrence  of  .\siatic  cholera  in  the 
West.  This  was  its  first  appearance  here,  and  was 
the  next  event  in  prominence  during  Gov.  Reynolds' 
term. 

South  Carolina  nullification  coming  up  at  this  time, 
t  was  heartily  condemned  by  both  President  Jackson 
<.nd  Gov.  Reynolds,  who  took  precisely  tiie  same 
grounds  as  the  Unionists  in  the  last   war. 

On  the  termination  of  his  gubernatorial  term  in 
.834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  Member  of  Con- 
i^ress,  still  coi:sidering  himself  a  backwoodsman,  as 
'e  had  scarcely  been  outside  of  the  State  since  he 
became  of  age,  and  had  spent  nearly  all  his  youthful 
lays  in  the  wildest  region  of  the  frontier.  His  first 
iiove  in  Congress  was  to  adopt  a  resolution  that  in 
all  elections  made  by  the  House  for  officers  the  votes 
should  be  given  viva  voce,  each  member  in  his  ]>lace 
naming  aloud  the  person  for  whom  he  votes.  This 
created  considerable   heated  discussion,  but  was  es- 


sentially adopted,  and  rem.ained  the  controlling  prin- 
ciple for  many  years.  The  ex  (iovernor  was  scarcely 
absent  from  his  seat  a  single  day,  durin;;,  eight  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  covering  a  period  of  seven  years, 
and  he  never  vacillated  in  a  party  vote;  but  he  failed 
to  get  the  Democratic  party  to  foster  his  "  National 
Road"  scheme.  He  says,  in  "  My  Own  Times  "  (a 
large  autobiography  he  published),  that  it  was  only 
by  rigid  economy  that  he  avoided  insolvency  while  in 
\y'ashington.  During  his  sojourn  in  that  city  he  was 
married,  to  a  l-idy  of  the  place. 

In  1837,  while  out  of  Congress,  and  in  company 
with  a  few  others,  he  built  tiie  first  railroad  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  namely,  one  about  six  miles  long, 
leading  from  his  co.al  mine  in  the  Mississippi  bluff  to 
the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  St.  Louis.  Hi  ving  not 
the  means  to  [lurchase  a  locomotive,  they  operated  it 
by  horse-power.  The  next  spring,  however,  the  com- 
pany sold  out,  at  great  sacrifice. 

In  1S39  the  ex-Governor  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  and  authorized  to  borrow 
moiiey  to  prosecute  the  enterprise.  Accord'ngly,  he 
repaired  to  Philadelphia  and  succeeding  in  obtaining 
a  million  dollars,  which,  however,  was  only  a  fourth 
of  what  was  wanted.  The  same  year  he  and  his 
wite  made  at  our  of  Europe.  This  year,  also,  Mr. 
Reynolds  had  the  rather  awkward  little  responsibility 
of  introducing  to  President  Van  Buren  the  noted 
.Mormon  Prophet,  Josejjh  Smith,  as  a  '"  Latter- Day 
Saint!  " 

In  1846  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  St.  Clair  County,  more  particu- 
larly for  the  parix)se  of  olitaining  a  feasible  charter 
for  a  macadamized  road  from  Belleville  to  St.  Louis, 
a  distance  of  nearly  14  miles.  This  was  immediately 
built,  and  was  the  first  road  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
He  was  again  elected  to  the  Le2.is!ature  in  1852,  when 
he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  i860,  aged 
and  infirm,  he  atiended  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C  ,  as  an  anti-Douglas 
Delegate,  where  he  received  more  attention  from  the 
Southern  Delegates  than  any  other  member.  He 
supported  Breckenridge  for  the  Presidency.  After 
the  October  elections  foreshadowed  the  success  of 
Lincoln,  he  published  an  address  urging  the  Demo- 
crats to  rally  to  the  support  of  Douglas.  Immedi- 
ately preceding  and  during  the  late  war,  his  corre- 
spondence evinced  a  clear  sympathy  for  the  Southern 
secession,  and  about  the  first  of  .March,  1861,  he 
urged  upon  the  Buchanan  oiificials  the  seizure  of  the 
treasure  and  arms  in  the  custom-house  and  arsenal 
at  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  rather  talkative 
man,  and  apt  in  all  the  Western  jjhrases  and  catch- 
words that  ever  gained  currency,  besides  many  cun- 
ning and  odd  ones  of  his  own  manufacture. 

He  was  married  twice,  but  had  no  children.  He 
died  in  Belleville,  in  May,  1865,  just  after  the  close 
of  the  war. 
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ILLIAM    LEE    D.    EWING, 
t'lovcrnorof  liliirois  Nov.  3 
:;  to  17,  1834,  was  a  iiLitivc 
ji     of  Kentucky,  and  probably 
^fj      of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  had 
a  fine  education,  was  a  gentlc- 
'  ''    ^  man  of  poHshed  manners  and 

itlined  sentiment.  In  1S30  John  Rey- 
noldb  was  elected  Governor  of  the  State, 
and  Zadok  Casey  Lieutenant  Governor, 
and  for  the  [jrincipal  events  thai  followed, 
and  the  characteristics  of  the  limes,  see 
sketch  of  Guv.  Reynolds.  The  fust  we 
see  m  history  concerning  Mr.  Kwing,  in- 
forms Us  that  he  was  a  Receiver  of  Public 
Morcys  at  Vandalia  soon  after  the  organization  of 
ttiih  Slate,  and  that  the  public  moneys  in  his  hands 
v.'cie  deposited  in  various  banks,  as  they  are  usually 
'.'■  th^  -^^resent  day.  In  1S23  tlie  State  Bank  was 
'ubbed,  by  whichdisaster  Mr.  Ewing  lost  a  thousand- 
dollar  deposit. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  a  commission  as 
Colonel  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  in  emergencies 
ne  ac^ed  also  as  Major.  In  the  summer  of  1S32, 
■".hen 'ir-as  rumored  among  the  whites  that  Black 
Hawk  ai.d  'lis  men  had  encamped  somewhere  on 
Rock  Rive.',  Gen.  Henry  was  sent  on  a  tour  of 
reconnoisance,  and  with  orders  to  drive  the  Indians 
from  the  State.  After  some  opposition  from  his 
:ubordinate  officers,  Henry  resolved  to  proceed  up 
Rock  River  in  search  of  the  enemy.  On  the  igth  of 
July,   early  in  the    morning,    five   baggage    wagons. 


camp  equipage  and  all  heavy  and  cumbersome  arti- 
cles were  piled  up  and  left,  so  that  tlie  army  might 
make  speedy  and  forced  marches.  For  some  miles 
llie  travel  was  e.Kceedingly  bad,  crossing  swamps 
and  the  worst  thickets;  but  the  large,  fresh  trail 
gave  life  and  animation  to  the  Americans.  Gen. 
Dodge  and  Col.  Ewing  were  both  acting  as  Majors, 
and  composed  the  "  spy  corps  "  or  vanguard  of  the 
army.  It  is  supposed  the  army  marched  nearly  50 
miles  this  day,  and  the  Indian  trail  ihey  followed 
became  fresher,  and  was  strewed  with  much  property 
and  trinkets  of  the  red-skins  1?liat  they  had  lost  or 
thrown  away  to  hasten  their  march.  During  the 
following  night  there  was  a  terrific  thunder-storm,  and 
the  soldiery,  with  all  their  aiipurtenances,  were  thor- 
oughly drenched. 

On  approaching  nearer  the  Indians  the  next  day. 
Gen.  Dodge  and  Major  Ewing,  each  commanding  a 
battalion  of  men,  were  placed  in  front  to  bring  on  the 
battle,  but  the  savages  were  not  overtaken  this  day 
Forced  marches  were  continued  until  they  reached. 
Wisconsin  River,  where  a  veritable  battle  ensued, 
resulting  in  the  death  of  about  68  of  Black  Hawk's 
men.  The  next  day  they  continued  the  chase,  and 
as  soon  as  lie  discovered  the  trail  of  the  Indians 
leading  toward  the  Mississippi,  Maj.  Ewing  formed 
his  battalion  in  order  of  battle  aifd  awaited  the  order 
of  Gen.  Henry.  The  latter  soon  appeared  en  the 
ground  and  ordered  a  charge,  which  directly  resulted 
in  chasing  the  red  warriors  across  the  great  river. 
Maj.  Ewing  and  his  command  proved  particularly 
efficient  in  war,  as  it  seems  they  were  the  chief  actors 
in  driving  the  main  body  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in- 
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eluding  Black  Hawk  himself,  across  the  Mississipi)i, 
while  Gen.  Atkinson,  commander-in-chief  of  the  ex- 
pedition, with  a  body  of  the  army,  was  hunting  for 
them  in  another  direction. 

In  the  above  affair  Maj.  Ewing  is  often  referred  to 
as  a  "  General,"  which  title  he  had  derived  from  his 
connection  with  the  militia. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  (1832) 
that  Lieutenant  Governor  Casey  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress and  Gen.  Ewing,  who  had  been  elected  to  the 
Senate,  was  chosen  to  preside  over  that  body.  At 
the  August  election  of  1S34,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  also 
elected  to  Congress,  more  than  a  year  ahead  of  the 
time  at  wliich  he  could  actually  take  his  seat,  as  was 
then  the  law.  His  predecessor,  Chailes  Slade,  had 
just  died  of  Asiatic  cholera,  soon  after  the  elec- 
tion, and  Gov.  Reynolds  was  chosen  to  serve  out  his 
unexpired  terra.  Accordingly  he  set  out  for  Wash- 
ington in  November  of  that  year  to  take  his  seat  in 
Congress,  and  Gen.  Ewing,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as 
President  of  the  Senate,  became  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  his  term  covering  only  a  period  of 
15  days,  namely,  from  the  3d  to  the  17th  days,  in- 
clusive, of  November.  On  the  17th  the  Legislature 
met,  and  Gov.  Ewing  transmitted  to  that  body  his 
message,  giving  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  the  State  at  that  time,  and  urging  a  contin- 
uance of  the  jx)licy  adopted  by  his  predecessor;  and 
■on  the  same  day  Governor  elect  Joseph  Duncan 
vas  sworn  into  office,  thus  relieving  Mr.  Ewing  from 


the  resjwnsible  situation.  This  is  the  only  time  that 
sucli  a  juncture  has  happened  in  the  history  of  Illi- 
nois. ^ 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1835,  Gen.  Ewing  was 
elected  a  United  Slates  Senator  to  serve  out  tlie 
unexpired  term  of  Elias  Kent  Kane,  deceased.  The 
latter  gentleman  was  a  very  prominent  figure  in  the 
early  politics  of  Illinois',  and  a  county  in  this  State  is 
named  in  his  honor.  The  election  of  Gen.  Ewing  to 
the  Senate  was  a  protracted  struggle.  His  competi- 
tors were  James  Semple,  who  afterwards  held  several 
important  offices  in  this  State,  and  Richard  M. 
Young,  afterward  a  United  States  Senator  and  a 
Supreme  Judge  and  a  man  of  vast  influence.  On 
t!ie  first  ballot  Mr.  Semple  had  25  votes,  Young  19 
and  Ewing  18.  On  the  eighth  ballot  Young  was 
dropped  ;  the  ninth  and  tenth  stood  a  tie  ;  but  on 
the  1 2th  Ewing  received  40,  to  Semple  37,  and  was 
accordingly  declared  elected.  In  1837  Mr.  Ewing 
received  some  votes  for  a  continuance  of  his  term  in 
Congress,  when  Mr.  Young,  just  referred  to,  was 
elected.  In  1842  Mr.  Ewing  was  elected  State 
Audit?r  on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Ford. 

Gen.  Ewing  was  a  gentleman  of  culture,  a  lawyer 
by  profession,  and  was  much  in  public  life.  In  person 
he  was  above  medium  height  and  of  heavy  build, 
with  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes,  large-sized  head  and 
short  face.  He  was  genial,  social,  friendly  and 
aff.ible,  with  fair  talent,  though  of  no  high  degree  of 
originality.     He  died  March  25,  1846. 
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--^!  \  OSEPH  DUNCAN,  Governor 
1SJ4-S,  was  born  at  Paris, 
Ky.,  Feb.  23,  1794.  At  the 
tender  age  of  19  years  he  en- 
listed in  the  war  against  Great 
Britain,  and  as  a  soldier  he 
^^  r  y  ^  acquitted  himself  with  credit.  He 
V^Kp\  was  an  Ensign  under  the  daunt- 
A.ft  l^'  ^^^''  ^rog'i^n  '"^t  Lower  Sandusky, 
kf?^fl(f "  or  Fort  Stephenson.  In  Illinois 
Ayj,4'\\  ''*^  fi'^f  appeared  in  a  public  capa- 
city as  Major-General  of  the  Militia, 
a  position  which  his  military  fame 
had  i)iociired  him.  Subsequently 
he  becijme  a  State  Senator  from 
Jackson  County,  and  is  honorably 
mentioned  for  introducing  the  first  bill  providing  for 
a  free-school  system.  In  1S26,  when  the  redoubt- 
able John  P.  Cook,  who  had  previously  beaten  such 
men  as  John  McLean,  Elias  Kent  Kane  and  ex- 
Gov.  Bond,  came  up  for  the  fourth  time  for  Congress, 
Mr.  Duncan  was  brou'giu  forward  against  him  by  his 
friends,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of  all  the  politicians, 
^s  yet  he  was  but  little  known  in  the  State.  He  was 
an  original  Jackson  man  at  that  time,  being  attached 
to  his  political  fortune  in  admiration  of  the  glory  of 
his  militaiy  achievements.  His  chances  of  success 
against  Cook  were  generally  regarded  as  hopeless, 
but  he  entered  \\\yon  the  campaign  undaunted.  His 
speeches,  though  short  and  devoid  of  ornament,  were 
full  of  good  sense.  He  made  a  diligent  canvass  of 
the  State,  Mr.  Cook  being  hindered  by  the  condition  of 
his  health.  The  most  that  was  expected  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  under  the  circumstances,  was  that  he  would 


obtain  a  respectable  vote,  but  without  defeating  Mr. 
Cook.  The  result  of  the  campaign,  however,  was  a 
source  of  surprise  and  amazement  to  both  friends 
and  foes,  as  Mr.  Duncan  came  out  641  votes  ahead! 
He  received  6,321  votes,  and  Mr.  Cook  5,680.  Un- 
til this  dowutmenf,  the  violence  of  party  feeling 
smoldering  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  on  account 
of  the  defeat  of  Jackson,  was  not  duly  appreciated. 
Aside  from  the  great  convention  struggle  of  1824,  no 
other  than  mere  local  and  periOJial  considerations 
liad  ever  before  controlled  an  election  in  Illinois. 

From  the  above  date  Mr.  Duncan  retained  his 
seat  in  Congress  until  his  election  as  Governor  in 
.\ugust,  1834.  The  first  and  bloodless  year  of  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  was  a[)pointed  by  Gov.  Rey- 
nolds to  the  position  of  Brigadier-General  of  the 
volunteers,  and  he  conducted  iiis  brigade  to  Rock 
Island.  But  he  was  absent  from  the  State,  in  Wasji- 
ington,  during  the  gubernatorial  campaign,  and  did 
not  personally  participate  in  it,  but  addressed  circu- 
lars to  his  constituents.  His  election  was,  indeed, 
attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  his  absence,  be- 
cause his  estrangement  from  Jackson,  formedy  his 
political  idol,  and  also  from  the  Democracy,  largely 
in  ascendency  in  the  State,  was  complete;  but  wiiile 
his  defection  was  well  known  to  his  Whig  friends, 
and  even  to  the  leading  Jackson  men  of  this  State, 
the  latter  were  unable  to  carry  conviction  of  that  fact 
to  the  masses,  as  mail  and  ne\vsjjai)er  facilities  at 
that  day  were  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  present 
time.  Of  course  the  Governor  was  much  abused 
afterward  by  the  fossilized  Jackson  men  wlio  re- 
garded party  ties  and  affiliations  as  above  all 
other  issues  that  cotild  arise;  but  he  was  doubtless 
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sincere  in  his  opposition  to  the  old  hero,  as  the  latter 
;.ad  vetoed  several  important  western  measures 
whicli  were  dear  to  Mr.  Duncan.  In  his  inaugural 
message  he  threw  off  the  mask  and  took  a  bold  stand 
rgainst  the  course  of  the  President.  The  measures 
.'.e  recommended  in  his  message,  however,  were  so 
desirable  that  the  Legislature,  although  liy  a  large 
majority  consisting  of  Jackson  men,  could  notrefraiji 
from  endorsing  them.  These  measures  related 
mainly  to  larhs  and  internal  improvements. 

It  was  while  Mr.  Duncan  was  Governor  that  the 
people  of  Illinois  went  whirling  on  with  bank  and  in- 
♦.ernal  impiovement  sclienies  that  well  nigh  bank- 
'ui)lcd  the  S;ate.  The  hard  limes  of  1837  came  on, 
and  the  disasters  that  attended  the  inauguration  of 
Ihese  plans  and  the  operation  of  the  banks  were  mu- 
tually charged  upon  the  two  political  parties.  Had 
any  cr;e  man  autocratic  power  to  introduce  and 
carry  on  any  one  of  these  measures,  he  would  proba- 
bly have  succeeded  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public; 
t-ut  as  many  jealous  men  had  hold  of  the  same  plow 
nandle,  no  success  followed  and  each  blamed  the  other 
for  the  failure.  In  this  great  vorte.x  Gov.  Duncan 
was  carried  along,  suffering  the  like  derogation  of 
character  with  his  fellow  citizens. 

At  the  height  of  the  excitement  tlie  Legislature 
"provided  for"  railroads  from  Galena  to  Cairo,  Alton 
to  Shawneetown,  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel,  Alton  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  State  in  the  direction  of 
Terre  Haute,  Quincy  ot>  Springfield  to  the  Wabash, 
Bioou.ington  to  Pekin,  and  Peoria  to  Warsaw, — in  all 
about  1,300  miles  of  road.  It  also  provided  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Kaskaskia. 
Illinois,  Great  and  Little  Wabash  and  Rock  Rivers  ; 
also  as  a  placebo,  $200,000  in  money  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  various  counties  wherein  no  improve- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  made  as  above.  The 
estimate  for  the  expenses  for  all  these  projects  was 
:laced  at  a  little  over  $10,000,000,  which  was  not 
more  inan  half  enough !  That  would  now  be  equal  to 
.^addling  upon  the  State  a  debt  of  $225,000,000!  It 
wr.s  sufficient  to  bankrupt  the  State  several  times 
over,   even   counting  all  the   possible  benefits. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  events  that  ever  occurred 
in  this  fair  State  was  the  murder  of  Elijah  P.  Love- 
•oy  in  the  fall  of  1837,  at  .Mton,  during  Mr.  Duncan's 
lerm  as  Governor.  Lovejoy  was  an  "  Aliolitionist," 
editing  the  Observer  at  that  place,  and  the  pro- 
slavery  slums  there  formed  therflselves  into  a  mob. 


and  after  destroying  successively  three  presses  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Lovejoy,  surrounded  the  warehouse 
where  tlie  fourth  press  was  stored  away,  endeavoring 
to  destroy  it,  and  where  Lovejoy  and  his  friends 
were  entrenching  themselves,  and  shot  and  killed  tlie 
brave  reformer! 

About  this  time,  also,  the  question  of  removing  the 
State  capital  again  came  up,  as  the  20  years'  limit  for 
its  existence  at  Vandalia  was  drawing  to  a  close. 
There  was,  of  course,  considerable  excitement  over 
the  matter,  the  two  main  points  competing  for  it  be- 
ing Springfield  and  Peoria.  The  jealousy  of  tlie  lat- 
ter place  is  not  even  yet,  45  years  afterward,  fully 
allayed. 

Gov.  Duncan's  term  expired  in  1838.  In  r  842 
he  was  again  proposed  as  a  candidate  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  this  time  by  the  Whig  party,  against  Adam 
W.  Snyder,  of  St.  Clair  County,  the  nominee  of  the 
Democrats.  Charles  W.  Hunter  was  a  third  candi- 
date for  the  same  position.  Mr.  Snyder,  however,  died 
before  the  campaign  had  advanced  very  far,  and  his 
party  substituted  Thomas  Ford,  who  was  elected, 
leceiving  46,901  votes,  to  38,584  for  Duncan,  and 
909  for  Hunter.  The  cause  of  Democratic  success 
at  this  time  is  mainly  attributed  to  the  temporary 
support  of  the  Mormons  which  they  enjoyed,  and  the 
want  of  any  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  masses, 
that  Mr.  Ford  was  opposed  to  any  given  jiolicy  en- 
leitained  in  the  respective  localities. 

Gov.  Duncan  was  a  man  of  rather  limited  educa- 
tion, but  with  naturally  fine  abilities  he  profited 
greatly  by  his  various  public  services,  and  gathered 
a  store  of  knowledge  regarding  public  affairs  which 
served  him  a  ready  pur[X5se.  He  possessed  a  clear 
judgment,  decision,  confidence  in  hiinself  and  moral 
courage  to  carry  out  his  convictions  of  riglit.  In  his 
deportment  he  was  well  adapted  to  gain  the  admira- 
tion of  the  people.  His  intercourse  with  them  was 
both  affable  and  dignified.  His  portrait  at  the  Gov- 
ernor's mansion,  from  which  the  accompanying  was 
made,  represents  him  as  having  a  swarthy  complex- 
ion, high  cheek  bones,  broad  forehead,  piercing  black 
eyes  and  straight  black  hair. 

He  was  a  liberal  pation  of  the  Illinois  College  at 
Jacksonville,  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
died,  after  a  short  illness,  Jan.  15,  1844,  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Ciiurch,  leaving  a  wife 
but  no  children.  Two  children,  burn  to  them,  had 
died  in  infancy. 
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HOMAS  CARLIN,  ihe  sixth 
Governor  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  serving  from  1S38 
to  1842,  was  also  a  Kcn- 
tuckian,  being  born  near 
Frankfort,  tliat  State,  July 
18,  17 89,  of  Irish  paternity. 
The  opportunities  for  an  education 
being  very  meager  in  his  native 
place,  he,  on  approaching  years  of 
judgment  and  maturity,  applied 
himself  to  those  branches  of  learn- 
ing that  seemed  most  important, 
and  thus  became  a  self-made  man  ; 
and  his  taste  for  reading  and 
study  remained  with  him  throui:li 
life  In  1803  his  father  removed 
10  Missouri,  then  a  part  of  "  New  Spain,"  where  he 
died  in  1810. 

In  18 1 2  young  Carlin  came  to  Illinois  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  "ranging"  service  incident  to  the 
war  of  that  period,  proving  himself  a  soldier  of  un- 
danntitd  bravery.  In  1814  he  married  Rebecca 
•Hwii!,  :rid  lived  for  four  years  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sc .;;■;,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  then  removed 
to  Greene  County.  He  located  the  town  site  of  Car- 
•fij.ton,  in  tiiat  county,  and  in  1825  made  a  liberal 
,-li:  i.ition  of  land  for  county  building  purposes.  He 
was  ilic  first  Sheriff  of  that  county  after  its  separate 
orL;anization,  and  afterward  was  tivice  elected,  as  a 
III  l;son  Democrat,  to  the  Illinois  Senate.  In  the 
l'.;ack  Hawk  War  he  commanded  a  spy  battalion,  a 
pOst  of  considerable  danger.  In  1S34  he  was  ap- 
]iointed  by  Piesideiit  Jackson  to  the  jwsition  of 
Receiver  of  I'ulilii;  Monevs,  and   lo   fulfill   the  office 


more  conveniently  he  removed  to  tlie  city  of  Quincy. 

While,  in  1S3S,  the  unwieldy  internal  iniiirovement 
system  of  the  State  was  in  full  operation,  witli  all  its 
expensive  inacliinery,  amidst  bank  suspensions 
throughout  tiie  United  States,  a  great  stringency  in 
the  money  market  everywhere,  and  Illinois  bonds 
forced  to  sale  at  a  heavy  discount,  and  the  "  hardest 
times"  existing  tiial  the  people  of  the  Prairie  State 
ever  saw,  the  general  election  of  State  officers  was 
approaching.  Discreet  men  who  had  cherislied  the 
hope  of  a  speedy  subsidence  of  the  public  infatua- 
tion, met  with  disappointment.  A  Governor  and 
Legislature  were  to  be  elected,  and  these  were  now 
looked  forward  to  for  a  repeal  of  the  ruinous  State 
policy.  But  the  grand  schemf;  had  not  yet  lost  its 
dazzling  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Time  and  experience  had  not  yet  fully  demonstrated 
its  utter  absurdity.  Hence  the  question  of  arresting 
its  career  of  profligate  expenditures  did  not  become 
a  leading  one  with  the  dominant  party  during  th^ 
campaign,  and  most  of  the  old  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature were  returned  at  this  election. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Democrats,  in  State 
Convention  assembled,  nominated  Mr.  Cariin  for  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  S.  H.  Anderson  for  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  while  the  Whigs  nominated  Cyrus  Ed- 
wards, brotlierof  Ninian  Edwards,  formerly  Governor, 
and  W.  H.  Davidson.  Edwards  came  out  strongly 
for  a  continuance  of  the  State  policy,  while  Cariin 
remained  non-committal.  Tiiis  was  the  first  time 
that  the  two  main  political  parties  in  this  State  were 
unembarrassed  Ijy  any  third  party  in  the  field.  The 
result  of  the  election  was:  Cariin,  35,573 ;  Ander- 
son, 30,335;  Edwards,  29,629;  and  Davidson,  28,- 

7'.S- 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  subsequent  Legislature 
(1839),  the  retiring  Governor  CDuncan)  in    iiis  ines- 
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sage  spoke  in  emphatic  terms  of  the  impolicy  of  the 
internal  improvement  system,  presaging  the  evils 
threatened,  and  uiged  that  body  to  do  their  utmost 
to  correct  the  great  error;  yet,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Legislature  not  only  decided  to  continue  the  policy 
but  also  added  to  its  burden  by  voting  more  appro- 
priations and  ordering  more  improvements.  Although 
the  money  market  was  still  stringent,  a  further  loan 
of  $4,000,000  was  ordered  for  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal  alone.  Cli'cago  at  that  time  began  to 
loom  up  and  promise  to  be  an  important  city,  even 
the  great  empoiium  of  the  West,  as  it  has  since  in- 
deed came  to  be.  Ex-Gov.  Reynolds,  an  incompe- 
tent financier,  was  commissioned  to  effect  the  loan, 
and  accordingly  hastened  to  the  East  on  this  respons- 
ible errand,  and  negotiated  the  loans,  at  considera- 
ble sacrifice  to  the  State.  Besides  this  embarrassment 
to  Carlin's  adir.inistration,  the  Legislature  also  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  authority  to  appoint  a  Secretary 
of  State  until  a  vacancy  existed,  and  A.  P.  Field,  a 
Whig,  who  had  already  held  the  post  by  appointment 
througli  three  administrations,  was  determined  to 
keep  the  place  a  while  longer,  in  spite  of  Gov.  Car- 
lin's  preferences.  The  course  of  the  Legislature  in 
tills  regard,  however,  was  finally  sustained  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  a  quo  warranto  case  brought  up 
before  it  by  John  A.  McClernand,  whom  the  Gov- 
ernor had  nominated  for  the  oflice.  Thereupon  that 
dignified  body  was  denounced  as  a  "Whig  Court!" 
endeavoring  to  establish  the  principle  of  life-tenure 
of  office. 

A  new  law  was  adopted  re-organizing  the  Judici- 
ary, and  under  it  five  additional  Supreme  Judges 
■were  elected  by  the  Legislature,  nrmely,  Thomas 
Ford  (afterward  Governor),  Sidney  Breese,  Walter  B. 
Scales,  Samuel  H.  Treat  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas — 
all  Democrats. 

It  was  during  Cov.  Carlin's  administration  that  the 
noisy  campaign  of  "  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too  "  oc- 
curred, resulting  in  a  Wliig  victory.  This,  however, 
did  not  affect  Illinois  politics  very  seriously. 

Another  prominent  event  in  the  West  during  Gov. 
Carlin's  term  of  office  was  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  Mormons  and  their  removal  from  Independence, 
.  Mo.,  to  Nauvoo,  111.,  in  1840.  At  the  same  time 
they  began  to  figure  somewhat  in  State  politics.  On 
account  of  their  believing — as  they  thought,  accord- 
ing 10  the  New  Testament — that   they  should   have 


"  all  things  common,"  and  that  consequently  "  all 
the  earth  "  and  all  that  is  upon  it  were  the"  Lord's  " 
and  therefore  the  property  of  his  "  saints,"  Ihey 
were  suspected,  and  correctly,  too,  of  committing 
many  of  the  deeds  of  larceny,  robbery,  etc.,  that 
were  so  rife  throughout  this  country  in  those  days. 
Hence  a  feeling  of  violence  grew  up  between  the 
Mormons  and  "anii-Mormons."  In  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  Mormons  always  supported  the  Dem- 
ocracy until  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Democratic 
government,  when  they  turned  their  support  to  the 
Whigs.  Tiiey  were  becoming  numerous,  and  in  the 
Legislature  of  1S40-1,  therefore,  it  became  a  m.atter 
of  great  interest  with  both  parties  to  conciliate  these 
people.  Through  the  agency  of  one  John  C.  Ben- 
nett, a  scamp,  the  Mormons  succeeded  in  rushing 
through  the  Legislature  (both  parties  not  darin,i;  :;o 
oppose)  a  charter  for  the  city  of  Nauvoo  which  /ir- 
tually  erected  a  hierarchy  co-ordinate  with  the  Fed- 
eral  Government  itself.  In  the  fall  of  184 1  the 
Governor  of  Missouri  made  a  demand  ujjon  Gov. 
Carlin  for  the  body  of  Joe  Smith,  the  Mormon  leader, 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice.  Gov.  Carlin  issued  the 
writ,  but  for  some  reason  it  was  returned  unserved. 
It  was  again  issued  in  1842,  and  Smith  was  arrested, 
but  was  either  rescued  by  his  followers  or  discharged 
by  the  municipal  court  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

In  December,  1841,  the  Democratic  Convention 
nominated  Adam  W.  Snyder,  of  Belleville,  for  Gov- 
ernor. As  he  had  i)een,  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, rather  friendly  to  the  Mormons,  the  latter 
naturally  turned  their  support  to  the  Democratic 
party.  The  next  spring  the  Whigs  nominated  Ex- 
Gov.  Duncan  for  the  same  office.  In  the  meantime 
the  Mormons  began  to  grow  more  odious  to  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  the  comparative  prospects 
of  the  respective  parties  for  success  became  very 
problematical.  Mr.  Snyder  died  in  May,  and 
Thomas  Ford,  a  Supreme  Judge,  was  substituted  as 
a  candidate,  and  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term,  Mr.  Carlin 
removed  back  to  his  old  home  at  CarrolUon,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  as  before  hi:  ele- 
vation to  office,  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  iS/.g 
he  served  out  the  unexpired  term  of  J.  D.  Fry  in  the 
Illinois  House  of  Representatives,  and  died  Feb.  4, 
1852,  at  his  residence  at  CarrolUon,  leaving  a  wife 
and  seven  clrildren. 
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■■^^iOMAS  FORD,  Governor 
from  1842  to  1846,  and  au- 
thor of  a  very  interesting 
history  of  Illinois,  was  born 
at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  in  the 
year  1800.  His  mother,  after 
the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band (Mr.  Forquer),  married  Rob- 
ert Ford,  who  was  killed  in  1802, 
by  the  Indians  in  the  mountains 
of  Pennsylvania.  She  v  as  conse- 
quently left  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, with  a  large  family,  mostly 
girls.  With  a  view  to  better  her 
condition,  she,  in  1S04,  removed  to 
Missouri,  where  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  give  land  to  actual  settlers;  but  upon  her 
arrival  at  St.  Louis  she  found  the  country  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  liberal  policy  toward  set- 
tlers changed  by  the  new  ownership.  After  some 
sickness  to  herself  and  family,  she  finally  removed  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  some  three  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo, but  the  following  year  moved  nearer  the  Missis- 
sippi  bluffs.     Hcic    young    Ford    received    his  first 


schooling,  under  the  instructions  of  a  Mr.  Humphrey, 
for  which  he  had  to  walk  three  miles.  His  mother, 
though  lacking  a  thorough  education,  was  a  woman 
of  superior  mental  endowments,  joined  to  energy 
and  determination  of  character.  She  inculcated  in 
her  children  those  high-toned  principles  which  dis- 
tinguished her  sons  in  public  life.  She  e.tercised  a 
rigid  economy  to  provide  her  children  an  education; 
but  George  Forquer,  her  oldest  son  (six  years  older 
than  Thomas  Ford),  at  an  early  age  had  to  quit 
school  to  aid  by  his  labor  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  afterward  became  an  eminent  man  in  Illinois 
affairs,  and  but  for  his  early  death  would  probably 
have  been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Young  Ford,  with  somewhat  better  opportunities, 
received  a  better  education,  though  limited  to  the 
curriculum  of  the  common  school  of  those  pioneer 
times.  His  mind  gave  early  promise  of  superior  en- 
dowments, with  an  inclination  for  mathematics.  His 
proficiency  attracted  the  attention  of  Hon.  Daniel  P. 
Cook,  who  became  his  efficient  patron  and  friend. 
The  latter  gentleman  was  an  eminent  Illinois  states- 
man who,  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  obtained  a  grant 
of  300,000  acres  of  land  to  aid  in  comi)leting  the 
Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal,  and  after  whom  the 
I   county  of  Cook  was  named.     Ttirougli  the  advice  of 
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this  ^enilcmaii,  Mr.  Ford  turned  his  attention  to  tlie 
study  of  law;  but  Forquer,  theij  merchandising,  re- 
y  irdin;4  bis  educatioii  defective,  sent  him.  to  Transyl- 
vania University,  where,  however,  lie  remained  but 
one  term,  Giving  to  Forquer's  failure  in  business.  On 
Iris  return  lie  alternated  his  law  reading  with  teach- 
ing school  fur  support. 

In  1S29  Crov.  Edwards  .ippoijited  him  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  and  in  1S31  he  was  re-appointed  by  Gov. 
Reynolds,  an<l  after  tliat  he  was  four  times  elected  a 
Judge  by  the  Legislature,  without  opposition,  twice  a 
Circuit  Judge,  o.ice  a  Judge  of  Chic.igo,  and  as  As- 
sociate Juilge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when,  in  iS4r, 
the  latter  tribunal  was  re-organized  by  the  addition 
of  five  Judges,  all  Democrats.  Ford  was  assigned  to 
the  Ninth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  while  in  lliis  ca[)acity 
he  was  holding  Court  in  Ogle  County  he  received  a 
notice  of  his  nomination  by  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion for  ihi  office  of  Governor.  ?Ie  immediately  re- 
signed his  jilace  and  entered  upon  the  canvass.  In 
August,  1S42,  lie  was  elected,  and  on  the  Sth  of  De- 
cember following  he  was  inaugurated. 

All  the  oftices  which  he  had  held  were  unsolicited 
by  him.  He  received  them  upon  the  true  Jefferson- 
ian  principle, — Nfever  to  ask  .^nd  never  to  refuse 
.  office.  IJotii  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  Judge  he  stood 
desL-rvedly  iiigh,  but  iiis  cast  of  intellect  fitted  him 
rather  for  a  writer  upon  law  than  a  practicing  advo- 
cate in  the  courts.  In  the  latter  capacity  he  was  void 
of  the  moving  power  of  eloquence,  so  necessary  to 
success  with  juries.  As  a  Judge  his  opinions  were 
wund,  lucid  and  able  expositions  of  the  law.  In 
prac'ice,  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  tact,  skill  and  in- 
tinuating  address  of  the  politician,  but  lie  saw  through 
the  arts  of  demagogues  as  well  as  any  man.  He  was 
plain  ill  his  demeanor,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  at 
one  time  after  the  cxjiiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
during  a  session  of  the  Legislature,  he  was  taken  l)y 
a  stranger  to  be  a  seeker  for  the  position  of  door- 
keeper, and  was  waited  upon  at  his  hotel  near  mid- 
night by  a  knot  of  small  office-seekers  with  the  view 
of  effecting  a  "combination!" 

Mr.  P'ord  had  not  the  "  brass  "  of  the  ordinary 
politician,  nor  that  irtipetuosity  which  characterizes  a 
political  leader.  He  cared  little  for  money,  and 
hardly  enough  for  a  decent  support.  In  person  he 
was  of  small  stature,  slender,  of  dark  complexion, 
with  black  hair,  sliarp  features,  deep-set  eyes,  a 
Ijointed,  aquiline  nose  having  a  decided  twist  to  one 
side,  and  a  small  mouth. 

Tlie  three  most  imi)3rtant  events  in  Gov.  Ford'.s 
administration  were  the  establishment  of  the  high 
liiiancial  credit  of  the  State,  the  "  Mormon  War  "and 
the  Mexican  War. 

In  tlie  first  of  these  the  Governor  proved  himself 
to  be  eu;inently  wise.  On  coming  into  office  he  found 
the  State  badly  paralyzed  by  tlie  ruinous  effects  of 
the    notorious  "internal  improvement"   schemes    of 


the  [ireccding  decade,  with  scarcely  anything  to 
sliow  by  way  of  "improvement."  'I'he  enterprise 
that  seemed  to  he  getting  ahead  more  than  all  the 
rest  was  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  As  this 
promised  to  be  tlie  most  important  thoroughfare, 
feasible  to  the  people,  it  was  well  under  headway  in 
its  construction.  Therefore  the  State  policy  wa^ 
almost  concentrated  upon  it,  in  order  to  rush  it  on  le 
completion.  Tne  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State 
was  growing  so  large  as  to  frighten  the  people,  and 
they  were  about  ready  to  entertain  a  \)ro|)Osition  for 
repudiation.  ]5ut  the  Governor  had  the  foresight  to 
recommend  such  measures  as  would  maintain  the 
pui)lic  credit,  for  which  every  citizen  to-day  feels 
thankful. 

But  perhaps  the  tiovernor  is  remembered  more  for 
his  connection  with  the  Mormon  troubles  than  for 
anything  else;  tor  it  was  during  his  term  of  office 
th.at  the  "  Latter-Day  Saints "  became  so  strong  at 
Nauvoo,  l)uilt  their  temple  there,  increased  their  num- 
bers throughout  the  country,  committed  misdemean- 
ors, taught  dangerous  doctrines,  suffered  the  loss  of 
theirleader,  Jo  Smith,  by  a  violent  death,  were  driven 
out  of  Nauvoo  to  the  far  West,  etc.  Having  been  a 
Judge  for  so  many  years  previously,  Mr.  Ford  of 
course  was  non-com, niitat  concerning  Mormon  affairs, 
and  was  therefore  claimed  by  both  parties  and  also 
accused  ijy  each  of  sympathizing  too  greatly  with  the 
other  side.  Mormonism  claiming  to  be  a  system  of 
religion,  the  Governor  no  doubt  was  "between  two 
fires,"  and  felt  compelled  to  touch  the  matter  ratiier 
"  gingerly,"  and  doubtless  felt  greatly  relieved  when 
that  pestilential  people  left  the  State.  Such  coni[)li- 
cated  matters,  especially  when  religion  is  mixed  up 
with  them,  expose  every  person  participating  in 
them  to  criticism  from  all  parties. 

The  Me.xican  War  was  l)egun  in  the  spring  of 
1S45,  and  was  continued  into  the  gubernatorial  term 
of  Mr.  Ford's  su  xessor.  The  Governor's  connection 
with  this  war,  however,  was  not  conspicuous,  as  it 
was  only  administrative,  commissioning  officers,  etc. 

Ford's  "  History  of  Illinois  "  is  a  vei7  readaljle  and 
entertaining  work,  of  450  small  octavo  pages,  and  is 
destined  to  increase  in  value  with  the  lapse  of  time. 
It  exhibits  a  natural  flow  of  compact  and  forcible 
thought,  never  failing  to  convey  the  nicest  sense.  In 
tracing  with  his  trenchant  pen  the  devious  operations 
of  the  professional  politician,  in  which  he  is  inimit- 
able, his  account  ts  open,  perhaps,  to  the  objection 
that  all  his  contemporaries  are  treated  as  mere  place- 
seekers,  while  many  of  them  have  since  been  judged 
by  the  people  to  be  worthy  statesmen.  His  writings 
seem  slightly  open  to  tlic  criticism  that  they  exhibit 
a  little  splenetic  partiality  against  those  of  his  con- 
temporaries who  were  prominent  during  liis  term  of 
office  as  Governor. 

The  death  of  Gov.  Ford  took  place  at  Peoria,  111., 
Nov.  2,  1S50. 
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7,'^'^UGUSrUS  C.  FRENCH, 
Governor-  of  Illinois  from 
1846  to  1852,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Hill,  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire, 
Aug.  2,  1808.  He  was  a 
descendant  in  the  fourth 
generation  of  Natlianiel 
French,  who  emigrated  from  England 
in  16S7  and  settled  in  Sayburj',  Mass. 
In  early  life  young  French  lost  his 
father,  but  continued  10  receive  in- 
-ro.  ,_;f^,  struction  from  an  exemplary  and 
^s:^ig&  Christian  mother  until  he  was  19  years 
old,  when  she  also  died,  confiding  to 
his  care  and  trust  four  younger  broth- 
ers and  one  sister.  He  discliarged  his  trust  with 
parental  devotion.  His  education  in  early  life  was 
such  mainly  as  a  common  school  afforded.  For  a 
brief-  period  he  attended  Dartmouth  College,  but 
from  pecuniary  causes  and  the  care  of  his  brothers 
and  sister,  he  did  not  graduate.  He  subsequently 
read  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  183 1,  and 
shortly  afterward  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  first  at 
Albion,  Edwards  County,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  the  practice  of  law.  The  following  year  lie 
removed  to  Paris,  Edgar  County.  Here  he  attained 
eminence  in  his  profession,  and  entered  public  life 
by  representing  lliat  county  in  the  Legislature.  A 
strong  attachment  sprang  up  between  him  and  .'Ste- 
phen A.  Douglas. 

In  1839,  Mr.  French  was  ap[X)inted  Receiver  of 
the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Palestine,  Craw- 
ford County,  at  which  jjlace  he  was  a  resident    when 


elevated  to  the  gubernatoiial  chair.  In  1844  he  was 
a  Presidential  Elector,  and  as  such  he  voted  for 
James  K.  Polk. 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  of  1846,  meet- 
ing at  Springfield  Feb.  10,  nominated  Mr.  French 
for  Governor.  Other  Democratic  candidates  were 
Lyman  Trumbull,  John.  Calhoun  (subsequently  of 
Lecompton  Constitution  notoriety),  Walter  B.  Scales. 
Richard  M.  Young  and  A.  W.  Cavarly, — an  array  of 
very  able  and  prominent  names.  Trumbull  was  per- 
haps defeated  in  the  Convention  by  the  rumor  that 
he  was  opposed  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 
as  he  had  been  a  year  previously.  For  Lieutenant 
Governor  J.  B.  Wells  was  chosen,  while  other  candi- 
dates were  Lewis  Ross,  Wm.  McMurtry,  Newton 
Cloud,  J.  B.  Hamilton  and  W.  W.  Thompson.  The 
resolutions  declared  strongly  against  the  resuscita- 
tion of  the  old  State  Banks. 

The  Whigs,  who  were  in  a  hopeless  minority,  held 
their  convention  June  8,  at  Peoria,  and  selected 
Thomas  M.  Kilpatrick,  of  Scott  County,  for  Governor, 
and  Gen.  Nathaniel  G.  Wilcox,  of  Schuyler,  for 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

In  the  campaign  the  latter  exposed  Mr.  French's 
record  and  connection  with  the  passage  of  the  in- 
ternal improvement  system,  urging  it  against  his 
election  ;  but  in  the  meantime  tiie  war  with  Mexico 
broke  out,  regarding  whicli  the  Whig  record  was  un- 
popular in  this  State.  The  war  was  the  absorbing 
and  dominating  (luestion  of  the  period,  sweeping 
every  other  political  issue  in  its  course.  Tlie  elec- 
tion in  August  gave  Mr.  French  58,700  votes,  and 
Kilpatrick  only  36,775.  Richard  Eells,  Abolitionist 
candidate  for  the  same  office,   received   5,152    vofps. 
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By  the  new  Constitution  of  184S,  a  new  election  for 
State  officers  was  ordered  in  November  of  that  year, 
before  Gov.  French's  term  was  half  out,  and  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  term  of  four  years.  He  was  there- 
fore the  incumbent  for  six  consecutive  years,  the 
only  Governor  of  this  State  who  has  ever  served  in 
that  capacity  so  long  at  one  time.  As  there  was  no 
organized  opix)sition  to  his  election,  he  received  67,- 
453  \'otcs,  to  5,639  for  Pierre  Menard  (son  of  the 
first  Lieutenant  Governor),  4,748  for  Charles  V. 
Dyer,  3,834  for  W.  L.  D.  Morrison,  and  1,361  for 
James  L.  D.  Morrison.  But  Wm.  McMiirtry,  of 
Knox  County,  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  in 
place  of  Joseph  B.  Wells,  who  was  before  elected 
and  did  not  run  again. 

Governor  French  was  inaugurated  into  office  dur- 
ing tlie  progress  of  the  Mexican  War,  which  closed 
during  the  summer  of  1847,  although  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  not  made  until  Feb.  2, 
1848.  The  policy  of  Gov.  French's  party  was  com- 
mitted to  that  war,  but  in  connection  with  that  affair 
he  was,  of  course,  only  an  administrative  officer. 
During  his  term  of  office,  Feb.  79,  1S47,  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  special  permission  of  Congress,  declared  tiiat 
all  Government  lands  sold  to  settlers  should  be  im- 
mediately subject  to  State  taxation ;  before  this  tliey 
were  exempt  for  five  years  after  sale.  By  this  ar- 
rangement the  revenue  was  materially  iacreased. 
About  the  same  time,  the  distribution  of  Government 
land  warrants  among  the  Mexican  soldiers  as  bounty 
threw  upon  the  market  a  great  quantity  of  good 
lands,  and  this  enhanced  the  settlement  of  the  State. 
The  same  Legislature  authorized,  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor,  the  sale  cf  the  Northern 
Cross  Railroad  (from  Springfield  to  Meredosia,  the 
first  in  tiie  State  and  now  a  section  of  the  Wabash, 
St.  Louis  &  Pacific),  It  sold  for  $100,000  in  bonds, 
although  it  liad  cost  the  State  not  less  than  a  million. 
The  salt  wells  and  canal  lands  in  the  Saline  reserve 
in  Gallatin  County,  granted  by  the  general  Govern- 
ment to  the  State,  were  also  authorized  by  the 
Governor  to  be  sold^to  apply  on  the  State  debt.  In 
1850,  for  the  first  time  since  1S39,  tlie  accruing  State 
revenue,  exclusive  of  specific  appropriations,  was 
sufficient  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the 
treasury-.  The  aggregate  taxable  property  of  the 
State  at  this  time  was  over  $100,000,000,  and  the 
population  851,470. 


In  1849  the  Legislature  adopted  the  township  or- 
ganization law,  which,  however,  proved  defective, 
and  was  properly  amended  in  185  i.  At  its  session 
in  the  latter  year,  the  General  Assembly  also  pasied 
a  law  to  exempt  homesteads  from  sale  on  executions 
This  beneficent  measure  had  been  repeatedly  uigeij 
uixjn  tliat  body  by  Gov.  French. 

In  1S50  some  business  men  in  St.  Louis  com- 
menced to  build  a  dike  opposite  the  lower  part  of 
their  city  on  the  Illinois  side,  to  keep  the  Mississippi 
in  its  channel  iiear  St.  Louis,  instead  of  breaking 
away  from  them  as  it  sometimes  threatened  to  do. 
This  they  undertook  without  permission  from  the  . 
Legislature  or  Executive  authority  of  this  State  ;  and 
as  many  of  the  inhabitants  thert  complained  tliat 
the  scheme  would  inundate  and  ruin  much  valuable 
land,  tlfere  was  a  slight  conflict  of  jurisdictions,  re- 
sulting in  favor  of  the  St.  Louis  project;  and  since 
then  a  good  site  has  existed  there  for  a  city  (East  St. 
Louis),  and  now  a  score  of  railroads  center  there. 

It  was  in  September,  1850,  that  Congress  granted 
to  this  State  nearly  3,000,000  acres  of  land  in  aid  of 
the  completion  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
which  constituted  the  most  important  epoch  in  the 
railroad — we  might  say  internal  improvement — his- 
tory of  the  State.  The  road  was  rushed  on  to  com- 
pletion, which  accelerated  the  settlement  of  the  in-, 
terior  of  the  State  by  a  good  class  of  industrious  citi- 
zens, and  by  the  charter  a  good  income  to  the  State 
Treasury  is  paid  in  from  the  earnings  of  the  road. 

In  785  T  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing 
free  stock  banks,  which  was  the  source  of  much  leg- 
islative discussion  for  a  number  of  years. 

But  we  have  not  space  further  to  particularize 
concerning  legislation.  Gov.  French's  administra- 
tion was  not  marked  by  any  feature  to  be  criticised, 
while  the  country  was  settling  up  as  never  before. 

In  stature.  Gov.  P'rench  was  of  medium  height, 
squarely  built,  light  complexioned,  with  ruddy  face 
and  pleasant  countenance.  In  manners  he  was 
plain  and  agreeable.  By  nature  he  was  somewhat 
diffident,  but  he  was  often  very  outspoken  in  his  con- 
victions of  duty.  In  public  speech  he  was  not  an 
orator,  but  was  chaste,  earnest  and  persuasive.  In 
business  he  was  accurate  and  methodical,  and  in  his 
administration  he  kept  up  the  credit  of  the  State. 

He  died  in  1865,  at  his  home  in  Lebanon,  St. 
Clair  Co.,  111. 
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i.OEL  A.  MATTESON,  Governor 
f^!»4!  1853-6,  was  born  Aug.  8,  1S08, 
=1  in  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 
to  which  place  his  father  had  re- 
moved from  Vermont  three  j'ears 
before.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
in  fair  circumstances,  but  a  com- 
mon EngHsh  education  was  all 
that  his  only  son  received.  Youn^ 
Joel  first  tempted  fortune  as  a 
small  tradesman  in  Prescott, 
Canada,  before  he  was  of  age. 
He  returned  from  that  place  to 
his  home,  entered  an  academy, 
taught  school,  visited  the  prin- 
cipal Eastern  cities,  improved  a  farm  his  father  had 
given  him,  made  a  tour  in  the  South,  worked  there 
in  building  railroads,  experienced  a  storm  on  tlie 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  visited  the  gold  diggings  of  Northern 
Georgia,  and  returned  via  Nashville  to  St.  Louis  and 
through  Illinois  to  his  father's  home,  when  he  mar- 
ried. In  1833,  having  sold  his  farm,  he  removed, 
>vith  his  wife  and  one  child,  to  Illinois,  and  entered 
a  claim  on  Government  land  near  the  head  of  An 
Sai)le  River,  in  what  is  now  Kendall  County.  At 
that  time  there  were  not  more  th;in  two  neighbors 
within  a  range  of  ten  miles  of  his  place,  and  only 
three  or  four  houses  l;et\veen  him  and  Chicago.  He 
opened  a  Lrge  fann.     His  fa.;;iily    was  boarded    12 
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miles  away  while  he  erected  a  house  on  his  claim, 
sleeping,  during  this  time,  under  a  rude  pole  shed. 
Here  his  life  was  once  placed  in  imminent  peril  by 
a  huge  prairie  rattlesnake  sharing  his  bed. 

In  1835  he  bought  largely  at  the  Government  land 
sales.  During  the  speculative  real-estate  mania  which 
broke  out  in  Chicago  in  183(5  and  spread  over  the  State, 
he  sold  his  lands  under  the  inflation  of  that  period 
and  removed  to  Joliet.  In  1S3S  he  became  a  heavy 
contractor  on  the  Illinois  &  ^Michigan  Canal.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  job  in  1841,  when  hard  times 
prevailed,  business  at  a  stand,  contracts  paid  in  State 
scrip;  when  all  the  public  works  except  the  canal 
were  abandoned,  the  State  offered  for  sale  700  tons 
of  railroad  iron,  which  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Mat- 
teson  at  a  bargain.  This  he  accepted,  shipped  and 
sold  at  Detroit,  realizing  a  very  handsome  profit, 
enough  to  pay  off  all  his  canal  debts  and  leave  him  a 
surplus  of  several  thousand  dollars.  His  enterprise 
ne.xt  prompted  him  to  start  a  woolen  mill  at  Joliet, 
in  which  he  prospered,  and  which,  after  successive 
enlargements,  became  an  enormous  establishment. 

In  1842  he  was  first  elected  a  State  Senator,  but, 
by  a  bungling  apportionment,  John  Pearson,  a  Senator 
holding  over,  was  found  to  be  in  the  same  district, 
and  decided  to  be  entitled  to  represent  it.  Mat- 
teson's  seat  was  declared  vacant.  Pearson,  however. 
\\ith  a  nobleness  difficult  to  appreciate  in  this  day  of 
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greed  for  office,  unwilling  to  represent  his  district 
under  the  circumstances,  immediately  resigned  his 
unexpired  term  of  two  years.  A  bill  was  passed  in  a 
few  hours  ordering  a  new  election,  and  in  ten  days' 
time  Mr.  Matteson  was  returned  re-elected  and  took 
his  seat  as  Senator.  From  his  well-known  capacity 
as  a  business  man,  he  was  made  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  a  position  he  held  during 
this  half  and  two  full  succeeding  Senatorial  terms, 
discharging  its  important  duties  with  ability  and  faith- 
fulness. Besides  his  extensive  woolen-mill  interest, 
when  work  was  resumed  on  the  canal  under  the  new 
loan  of  $1,600,000  he  again  became  a  heavy  con- 
tractor, and  also  subsequently  operated  largely  in 
building  railroads.  Thus  he  showed  himself  a  most 
energetic  and  thorough  business  man. 

He  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  which  met  at  Springfield 
April  20,  1852.  Other  candidates  before  the  Con- 
vention were  D.  L.  Gregg  and  F.  C.  Sherman,  of 
Cook;  John  Dement,  of  Lee  ;  Thomas  L.  Harris,  of 
Menard  ;  Lewis  AV.  Ross,  of  Fulton  ;  and  D.  P.  Bush, 
of  Pike.  Gustavus  Koerner,  of  St.  Clair,  was  nom- 
inated for  Lieutenant  Governor.  P'or  the  same  offices 
the  Whigs  nominated  Edwin  B.  Webb  and  Dexter  A. 
Knowlton.  Mr.  Matteson  received  80,645  votes  at 
the  election,  while  Mr.  AVebb  received  64,408.  Mat- 
teson's  forte  was  not  on  the  stump;  he  had  not  cul- 
tivated the  art  of  oily  flattery,  or  the  faculty  of  being 
all  things  to  all  men.  His  intellectual  qualities  took 
rather  the  direction  of  efficient  executive  ability.  His 
turn  consisted  not  so  much  in  the  adroit  manage- 
ment of  party,  or  the  jxjwerful  advocacy  of  great  gov- 
ernmental principles,  as  in  those  more  solid  and 
-enduring  operations  which  cause  the  physical  devel- 
opment and  advancement  of  a  State, — of  commerce 
and  business  enterprise,  into  which  he  labored  with 
success  to  lead  the  people.  As  a  politician  he  was 
just  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  both  in  official  and 
private  life  he  then  stood  untainted  and  free  from 
blemish.  As  a  man,  in  active  benevolence,  social 
rirtues  and  all  the  amiable  qualities  of  neighbor  or 
citizen,  he  had  ^t^  superiors.  His  messages  present 
a  perspicuous  array  of  facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
State,  and  are  often  couched  in  forcible  and  elegant 
diction. 

The  greatest  excitement  during  his  term  of  office 
was  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  by  Con- 


gress, under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
1S54,  when  tire  bill  was  passed  organizing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  A  large  portion  of 
the  Whig  party  of  the  North,  through  their  bitter  op- 
position to  the  Democratic  party,  naturally  drifted 
into  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  and  thus  led  to  wliat 
was  temporarily  called  tire  "Anti-Nebraska"  party, 
while  the  followers  of  Douglas  were  known  as  "  Ne- 
braska or  Douglas  Democrats."  It  was  during  thi- 
embryo  stage  of  the  Republican  party  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  brought  forward  as  tlie  "Anti-Nebraska  " 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senatorship,  while 
Gen.  James  Shields,  the  incumbent,  was  re-nom- 
inated by  the  Democrats.  But  after  a  fewballotings 
in  the  Legislature  (1855),  these  men  were  dropped, 
and  Lyman  Trumbull,  an  Anti-Nebraska  Democrat, 
was  brought  up  by  the  former,  and  Mr.  Matteson, 
then  Governor,  by  the  latter.  On  the  nth  ballot 
Mr.  Trumbull  obtained  one  majority,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly declared  elected.  Before  Gov.  Matteson 's 
term  expired,  the  Republicans  were  fully  organized 
as  a  national  party,  and  in  1856  put  into  the  field  a 
full  national  and  State  ticket,  carrying  the  State,  but 
not  the  nation. 

The  Legislature  of  1S55  passed  two  very  import- 
ant measures, — the  present  free-school  system  and  a 
submission  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  to  a  vote  of  the 
people.  The  latter  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority 
of  the  popular  vote. 

During  the  four  years  of  Gov.  Matteson 's  admin- 
istration the  taxable  wealth  of  the  State  was  about 
trebled,  from  $[37,818,079  to  $349,95  1,272  ;  the  pub- 
lic debt  was  reduced  from  $17,398,985  to  $12,843,- 
r44;  taxation  was  at  the  same  time  reduced,  and  the 
State  resumed  i^aying  interest  on  its  debt  in  New 
York  as  fast  as  it  fell  due;  railroads  were  increased 
in  their  mileage  from  something  less  than  400  to 
about  3,000 ;  and  the  population  of  Chicago  was 
nearly  doubled,  and  its  commerce  more  than  quad- 
rupled. 

Before  closing  this  account,  we  regret  that  we  have 
to  say  that  Mr.  Matteson,  in  all  other  resjjects  an 
upright  man  and  a  good  Governor,  was  implicated 
in  a  false  re-issue  of  redeemed  canal  scrip,  amount- 
ing to  $224,182.66.  By  a  suit  in  the  Sangamon  Cir- 
cuit Court  the  State  recovered  the  ])rinci[)al  and  all 
the  interest  excepting  $27,500. 

He   died  in    tlie   winter  of   1S72 -3,  at  Chicago. 
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ILLIAM   H.  BISSELL,  Gov- 
ernor   1 85  7 -60,    was    born 
n    the 


'^^¥S>5l4^^^#      Painted  Post,  Yates  County 


in 


^yv;?^ 


His  parents  were  obscure, 
honest,  God-fearing  people, 
who  reared  their  children  under  the  daily 
example  of  industry  and  frugality,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  that  class  of  Eastern 
society.  Mr.  Bissell  received  a  respecta- 
ble but  not  thorough  academical  education. 
By  assiduous  application  lie  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  medicine,  and  in  his  early 
^of  manhood  came  West  and  located  in  Mon- 
roe County,  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  that  profession.  But  he  was  not  enam- 
ored of  his  calling;  he  was  swayed  by  a  broader 
ambition,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art  and  its  arduous  duties  failed  to  yield  him 
further  any  charms.  In  a  few  years  he  discovered 
his  choice  of  a  profession  to  be  a  mistake,  and  when 
lie  approached  the  age  of  30  he  sought  to  begin 
anew.  Dr.  Bissell,  no  doubt  unexpectedly  to  him- 
self, discovered  a  singular  facility  and  charm  of 
speech,  the  exercise  of  which  acquired  for  him  a 
ready  local   notoriety.     It  soon   came  to  be   under- 


stood that  he  desired  to  abandon  his  profession  and 
take  up  that  of  the  law.  During  terms  of  Court  he 
would  spend  his  time  at  the  county  seat  among  the 
members  of  the  Bar,  who  extended  to  him  a  ready 
welcome. 

It  was  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  should  drift 
into  public  life.  In  1S40  he  was  elected  as  a  Dem- 
ocrat to  the  Legislature  from  Monroe  County,  and 
was  an  efficient  member  of  that  body.  On  his  re- 
turn home  he  qualified  himself  for  admission  to  the 
Bar  and  speedily  rose  to  the  front  rank  as  an  advo- 
cate. His  powers  of  oratory  were  captivating.  Witii  a 
pure  diction,  charming  and  inimitable  gestures, 
clearness  of  statement,  and  a  remarkable  vein  of  sly 
humor,  his  efforts  before  a  jury  told  with  irresistible 
effect.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  the  Circuit  in  which  he  lived,  and 
in  that  position  he  fully  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
.Stale,  gained  the  esteem  of  the  Bar,  and  seldom 
failed  to  convict  the  offender  of  the  law. 

In  stature  he  was  somewhat  tall  and  slender,  and 
with  a  straight,  military  bearing,  he  presented  a  dis- 
tinguished appearance.  His  complexion  was  dark, 
his  head  well  poised,  though  not  large,  his  address 
pleasant  and  manner  winning.  He  was  exemplary 
in  his  habits,  a  devoted  husband  and  kind  parent. 
He  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to  Miss  James, 
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of  Monroe  County,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
both  daughters.  She  died  soon  after  the  year  1840, 
and  Mr.  B.  married  for  his  second  wife  a  dauglner 
of  Elias  K.  Kane,  previously  a  United  States  Senator 
from  this  State.  She  survived  hiin  but  a  short  time, 
and  died  without  issue. 

When  the  war  with  Mexico  was  declared  in  1S46, 
Mr.  Bissell  enlisted  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  his 
regiment,  over  Hon.  Don  Morrison,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote, — S07  to  6.  Considering  the  limited 
opportunities  he  had  had,  he  evinced  a  liigh  order  of 
military  talent.  On  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista 
he  acquitted  himself  with  intrepid  and  distinguished 
ability,  contributing  with  his  regiment,  the  Second 
Illinois,  in  no  small  degree  toward  saving  the  waver- 
ing fortunes  of  our  arms  during  that  long  and  fiercely 
contested  battle. 

After  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  lie 
was  elected  to  Congress,  his  opponents  being  the 
Hons.  P.  B.  Fouke  and  Josepli  Gillespie.  He  served 
two  terms  in  Congress.  He  was  an  ardent  politician. 
During  the  great  contest  of  1850  he  voted  in  favor 
of  the  adjustment  measures;  but  in  1854  he  opposed 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  act  and 
therefore  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  of  Douglas,  and 
thus  became  identified  with  the  nascent  Republican 
party. 

During  his  first  Congressional  term,  while  the 
Southern  members  were  following  their  old  practice 
of  intimidating  the  Nqrih  by  bullying  language, 
and  claiming  most  of  the  credit  for  victories  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  Jefferson  Davis  claiming  for  the 
Mississippi  troops  all  the  credit  for  success  at  Buena 
Vista,  Mr.  Bissell  bravely  defended  tlie  Northern 
troops ;  whereupon  Davis  challenged  Bissell  to  a  duel, 
which  was  accepted.  This  matter  was  brought  u)) 
against  Bissell  when  he  was  candidate  for  Governor 
and  during  his  term  of  office,  as  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  forbade  any  duelist  from  holding  a  State 
office. 

In  1856,  when  the  Republican  party  first  put  fortii 
a  candidate,  John  C.  Fremont,  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  party  nominated  Mr.  Bissell 
for  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  John  Wood,  of  Quincy, 
for  Lieutenant  Governor,  while  the  Democrats  nomi- 
nated Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson,  of  .\dams  County, 
for  Governor,  and  Col.  R.  J.  Hamilton,  of  Cook 
County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.     The  result  of  the 


election  was  a  plurality  of  4,729  votes  over  Richard- 
son. The  American,  or  Know-Nothing,  party  had  a 
ticket  in  the  field.  The  Legislature  was  nearly  bal- 
anced, but  was  politically  opposed  to  the  Governor. 
His  message  to  the  Legislature  was  short  and  rather 
ordinary,  and  was  criticised  for  expressing  the  sup- 
posed obligations  of  the  people  to  the  incorporators 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  and  for  re- 
opening the  slavery  question  by  allusions  to  the 
Kansas  troubles.  Late  in  the  session  an  apportion- 
ment bill,  based  upon  the  State  census  of  1855,  was 
passed,  amid  much  partisan  strife.  The  Governor 
at  first  signed  the  bill  and  then  vetoed  it.  A  furious 
debate  followed,  and  the  question  whether  the  Gov- 
ernor had  the  authority  to  recall  a  signature  was 
referred  to  the  Courts,  that  of  last  resort  deciding  in 
favor  of  the  Governor.  Two  years  afterward  another 
outrageous  attemj^t  was  miide  for  a  re-apportionment 
and  to  gerrymander  the  State,  but  the  Legislature 
failed  to  pass  the  bill  over  the  veto  of  the  Governor. 

It  was  during  Gov.  Bissell's  administration  that 
the  notorious  canal  scrip  fraud  was  brought  to  light, 
hnplicating  ex-Gov.  Matteson  and  other  prominent 
State  officials.  The  principal  and  interest,  aggregat- 
ing $255,500,  was  all  recovered  by  the  State  except- 
ing $27,500.     (See  sketch  of  Gov.  Matteson.) 

In  1859  an  attempt  was  discovered  to  fraud'.'.- 
lently  refund  the  Macalister  and  Stebljins  bonds  and 
thus  rob  the  Stale  Treasury  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  The  State  Government  was  impli- 
cated in  this  affair,  and  to  this  day  remains  unex- 
plained or  unaloned  for.  For  the  above,  and  other 
matters  previously  mentioned,  Gov.  Bissell  has  been 
severely  criticised,  and  he  has  also  been  most  shame- 
fully libelled  and  slandered. 

On  account  of  exposure  in  the  army,  the  remote 
cause  of  a  nervous  form  of  disease  gained  entrance 
into  his  system  and  eventually  developed  paraplegia, 
affecting  his  lower  extremities,  which,  wiiile  it  left 
his  body  in  comparative  health,  deprived  him  of  loco- 
motion except  by  the  aid  of  crutches.  While  he  was 
generally  hopeful  of  ultimate  recovery,  this  myste- 
rious disease  pursued  him,  without  once  relaxing  its 
stealthy  hold,  to  the  close  of  his  lif;,  March  iS, 
I S60,  over  nine  months  before  the  expiration  of  hi-; 
gubernatorial  term,  at  the  early  age  of  48  years.  He 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Churcii.  of 
which  he  har^  been  a  member  since  1S54. 
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/  '  OHN  WOOD,  Governor  1860-1,  and 
■/J  ''■;*•  the  first  settler  of  Quincy,  111., 
Xsj  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sempro- 

j*  *?       V,      niiis  (now  Moravia),  Cayuga  Co., 

"^•^  ^   "*'     N.  Y.,  Dec.   20,  1798.     He  was 

the  second  child  and  only  son  of 
Dr.  Daniel  Wood.  His  mother, 
nee  Catherine  Crause,  was  of 
German  parentage,  and  died 
while  he  was  an  infant.  Dr. 
Wood  was  a  learned  and  skillful 
physician,  of  classical  attain- 
ments and  proficient  in  several 
modern  lai.guages,  who,  after 
serving  throughout  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  as  a  Surgeon,  settled  on  the  land  granted 
him  by  the  Government,  and  resided  there  a  re- 
spected and  leading  infiuence  in  his  section  until  his 
death,  at  the  ripe  age  of  92  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  impelled  by  the  spirit 
of  Western  adventure  then  pervading  everywhere, 
left  his  home,  Nov.  2,  18 1 8,  and  passed  the  succeed- 
ing winter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  pushed  on  to  Illinois,  landing  at  Shawneetown. 
and  spent  the  fall  and  following  winter  in  Calhoun 
County.  In  1820,  in  company  with  WiUard  Keyes, 
"ne  settled  in  Pike  County,  about  30  miles  southeast 
of  Quincy,  where  for  the  ne.xt  two  years  he  pursued 
farming.  In  182 1  he  visited  "theBluflFs"  (as  the 
present  site  of  Quincy  was  called,  then  uninhabited) 
and,  pleased  with  its  prospects,  soon  after  purchased 
a  qu.irter-section  ofland  near  by,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing fall  (1822)  erected  near  the  river  a  small  cabin, 


18  X  20  feet,  the  first  building  in  Quincy,  of  whicli 
he  then  became  the  first  and  for  some  months  the 
only  occupant. 

About  this  time  he  visited  his  old  friends  in  Pike 
County,  chief  of  wb.om  was  William  Ross,  the  lead- 
ing man  in  building  up  the  village  of  Atlas,  of  that 
county,  which  was  thought  then  to  be  the  possible 
commencement  of  a  city.  One  day  they  and  others 
were  traveling  together  over  the  countrj'  between  the 
two  points  named,  making  observations  on  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  respective  localities.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Mississippi  near  Mr.  Wood's  place, 
the  latter  told  his  coinpanions  to  follow  him  and  he 
would  show  them  where  he  was  going  to  build  a  city. 
They  went  about  a  mile  off  the  main  trail,  to  a  high 
jx)int,  from  which  the  view  in  every  direction  was 
most  magnificent,  as  it  had  been  for  ages  and  as  yei 
untouched  by  the  hand  of  man.  Before  them  swept 
by  the  majestic  Father  of  Waters,  yet  unburdened  by 
navigation.  After  Mr.  Wood  had  expatiated  at 
length  on  the  advantages  of  the  situation,  Mr.  Ross 
replied,  "But  it's  too  near  Atlas  ever  to  amount  to 
anything!" 

Atlas  is  still  a  cultivated  farm,  and  Quincy  is  .t 
city  of  over  30,000  po[>ulation. 

In  1824  Mr.  Wood  gave  a  newspaper  notice, 
as  the  law  then  prescribed,  of  his  intention  to  ap[)ly 
to  the  General  Assembly  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
county.  This  was  done  the  following  winter,  result- 
ing in  the  establishment  of  the  present  Adams 
County.  During  the  next  summer  Quincy  was  se- 
lected as  the  county  seat,  it  and  the  vicinity  then 
containing  but   four  adult  male   residents   and   half 
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that  number  of  females.  Sinoe  that  period  Mr. 
Wood  resided  at  tlic  place  of  his  early  adoption  un- 
til his  death,  and  far  more  than  any  other  man  was 
he  identified  with  every  measure  of  its  progress  and 
history,  and  almost  continuously  kept  in  public  posi- 
tions. 

lie  was  one  of  tlie  early  town  Trustees,  and  after 
llie  place  became  a  city  he  was  often  a  member  of 
the  City  Council,  many  times  elected  Mayor,  in  the 
face  of  a  constant  large  opposition  political  majority. 
In  1850  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  In  1856, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was 
chosen  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  on  the 
ticket  with  Wm.  H.  Bissell  for  Governor,  and  on  the 
death  of  the  latter,  March  iS,  1S60,  he  succeeded  to 
the  Chief  Executive  cliair,  which  he  occupied  until 
Gov.  Yates  was  inaugurated  nearly  ten  months  after- 
ward. 

Nothing  very  marked  cliaracterized  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gov.  Wood.  The  great  anti-slavery  cam- 
paign of  1S60,  resulting  in  the  election  of  the  honest 
Illinoisan,  Abraham  Lincoln,  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  occurred  during  the  short  period 
Vv-hile  Mr.  Wood  was  Governor,  and  tne  excitement 
and  issues  of  that  struggle  dominated  over  every 
other  consideration, — indeed,  supplanted  them  in  a 
great  measure.  The  people  of  Illinois,  during  all 
that  time,  were  passing  tlie  comparatively  petty  strifes 
under  Bissell's  administration  to  the  overwhelming 
issue  of  preserving  the  wholfe  nation  from  destruction. 

In  1861  ex-Gov.  Wood  was  one  of  the  five  Dele- 
gates from  Illinois  to  the  "  Peace  Convention  "  at 
Washingtori,  and  in  April  of  the  same  year,  on  the 
freaking  out  of  the    Rebellion,    he    was    appointed 


Quartermaster-General  of  the  State,  which  jxjsition 
he  held  tliroughout  the  war.  In  1864  he  took  com- 
mand as  Colonel  of  the  137th  111.  Vol.  Inf,  witli 
whom  he  served  until  the  period  of  enlistment  ex- 
pired. 

Politically,  Gov.  Wood  was  always  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties.  Few 
men  have  in  personal  experience  comprehended  so 
many  surprising  and  advancing  local  changes  as 
vested  in  the  more  than  half  century  recollections  of 
Gov.  Wood.  Sixty-four  years  ago  a  solitary  settler 
on  the  "Bluffs,"  with  no  family,  and  no  neighbor 
within  a  score  of  miles,  the  world  of  civilization  away 
behind  him,  and  the  strolling  red-man  almost  his 
only  visitant,  he  lived  to  see  growing  around  him, 
and  under  his  auspices  and  aid,  overspreading  the 
wild  hills  and  scraggy  forest  a  teaming  city,  second 
only  in  size  in  the  State,  and  surpassed  nowhere  in 
beauty,  prosperity  and  promise;  whose  psople  recog- 
nize as  with  a  single  voice  the  proverbial  honor  and 
liberality  that  attach  to  the  name  and  lengthened 
life  of  their  pioneer  settler,  "the  old  Governor." 

Gov.  Wood  was  twice  married, — first  in  January, 
r826,  to  Ann  M.  Streeter,  daughter  of  Joshua  Sireeter, 
formerly  of  Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  had 
eight  children.  Mrs.  W.  died  Oct.  8,  1S63,  and  in 
June,  1S65,  Gov.  Wood  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  widow 
of  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Holmes.  Gov.  Wood  died  June  4, 
1880,  at  his  residence  in  Quincy.  Four  of  his  eight 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Ann  E.,  wife  of 
Gen.  John  Tillson;  Daniel  C,  who  married  Marv  J. 
Abernethy;  John,  Jr.,  who  married  Josephine  Skinner, 
and  Joshua  S.,  who  married  Annie  Bradley.  The 
last  mentioned  now  resides  at  Atcliison,  Kansas,  and 
all  the  rest  are  still  at  Quincy. 
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^  t- "Richard  yates,  the  "War 

Governor,"  1 86 1-4,  was  born 

Jan.  18,  1818,  on  the  banks  of 

I  the   Ohio   River,   at    Warsaw, 

Gallatin  Co.,  Ky.     His  father 

■^  moved  in  18-51  to  Illinois,  and 

A  .  .         .  ' 

^    after   stopping   for   a   time  in 

Springfield,   settled  at    Island 
Gro\e,    Sangamon   County.      Here, 
after  attending  school,  Richard  joined 
the  family.    Subsequently  he  entered 
'S  ^'"i'l  Illinois     College     at      Jacksonville, 

,j.\<e-''  jL  where,   in    1837,  he  graduated  with 

first  honors.  He  chose  for  his  pro- 
fession the  law,  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Har- 
din being  his  instructor.  After  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  he  soon  rose  to  distinction  as  an 
advocate. 

Gifted  with  a  fluent  and  ready  oratory,  he  soon 
appeared  in  the  political  hustings,  and,  being  a 
passionate  admirer  of  the  great  Whig  leader  of  the 
West.  Henry  Clay,  he  joined  his  political  fortunes  to 
he  party  of  his  idol.  In  1840  he  engaged  with  great 
^■idor  in  the  exciting  "hard  cider,"  campaign  for 
Tfarrison.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  from  Morgan  County,  a  Democratic 
stronghold.  He  served  three  or  four  terms  in  the 
Legislature,  and  such  was  the  fascination  of  his  ora- 
'^ry  that  by  1850  his  large  Congressional  District, 
(xtending  from  Morgan  and  Sangamon  Counties 
.  orth  to  include  LaSalle,  unanimously  tendered  him 
tn-^  Whig  nomination  for  Congress.  His  Democratic 
opponent  was  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  a  very  pop- 
ular man  who  had  won  distinction  at  the  battle  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  who  had 
ijeaten  Hon.  Stephen  T.  Logan  for  the  same  position, 


two  years  before,  by  a  large  majority.  Yates  was 
elected.  Two  years  later  he  was  re-elected,  over 
John  Calhoun. 

It  was  during  Yates  second  term  in  Congress  that 
the  great  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise was  agitated,  and  tlie  bars  laid  down  for  re- 
opening the  dreaded  anti-slavery  question.  He  took 
strong  grounds  against  the  repeal,  and  thus  became 
identified  with  the  rising  Republican  party.  Conse- 
quently he  fell  into  the  minority  in  his  district,  which 
was  pro-slaver)'.  Even  then,  in  a  third  contest,  he 
fell  behind  Major  Harris  only  200  votes,  after  the 
district  had  two  years  before  given  Pierce  2,000 
majority  for  President. 

The  Republican  State  Convention  of  r86o  met  at 
Decatur  May  9,  and  nominated  for  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor Mr.  Yates,  in  preference  to  Hon.  Norman  B. 
Judd,  of  Chicago,  and  Leonard  Swett,  of  Blooming- 
ton,  two  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  State,  who  were 
also  candidates  before  the  Convention.  Francis  A. 
Hoffman,  of  DuPage  County,  was  nominated  for 
Lieutenant  Governor.  This  was  the  year  when  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  a  candidate  for  President,  a  period  re- 
membered as  characterized  by  the  great  whidpool 
which  precipitated  the  bloody  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
The  Douglas  Democrats  nominated  J.  C.  Allen  of 
Crawford  County,  for  Governor,  and  Lewis  W.  Ro.-^s, 
of  Fulton  County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The 
Breckenridge  Democrats  and  the  Bell-Everett  parly 
had  also  full  tickets  in  the  field.  After  a  most  fear- 
ful campaign,  the  result  of  the  election  gave  Mr. 
Yates  172,196  votes,  and  Mr.  Allen  159,253.  Mr. 
Yates  received  over  a  thousand  more  votes  than  did 
Mr.  Lincoln  himself. 

Gov.  Yates  occupied  the  chair  of  State  during  the 
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most  critical  j)L:riod  of  our  country's  history.  In  the 
fate  of  the  nation  was  involved  that  of  each  State. 
The  life  strugL;le  of  the  former  derived  its  sustenance 
from  the  loyalty  of  the  latter;  and  Gov.  Yates 
seemed  to  realize  the  situation,  and  proved  himself 
both  loyal  and  wise  in  ui^holding  the  Government. 
He  had  a  deep  hold  u[)on  the  affections  of  the 
people,  won  by  his  moving  eloquence  and  genial 
manners.  Erect  and  symmetrical  in  person,  of  pre- 
possessing appearance,  with  a  winning  address  and  a 
magnetic  power,  few  men  possessed  more  of  the  ele- 
ments of  popularity.  His  oratory  was  scholarly  and 
captivating,  his  hearers  hardly  knowing  why  they 
v/ere  transported.  He  was  social  and  convivial.  In 
the  latter  respect  he  was  ultimately  carried  too  far. 

The  very  creditable  military  efforts  of  this  State 
during  the  ^^'ar  of  the  Rebellion,  in  putting  into  the 
field  the  enormous  number  of  about  200,000  soldiers, 
were  ever  promptly  and  ably  seconded  by  his  excel- 
lency ;  and  tlie  was  ambitious  to  deserve  the  title  of 
"the  soldier's  friend."  Immediately  after  the  battleof 
Shiloh  he  repaired  to  the  field  of  carnage  to  look 
after  the  wounded,  and  his  appeals  for  aid  were 
promptly  responded  to  by  the  people.  His  procla- 
mations calling  for  volunteers  were  impassionate 
appeals,  urging  upon  the  people  the  duties  and  re- 
quirements of  patriotism;  and  his  special  message 
ill  1863  to  tlie  Democratic  Legislature  of  this  State 
pleading  for  material  aid  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  Illinois  regiments,  breathes  a  deep  fervor 
of  noble  sentiment  and  feeling  rarely  equaled  in 
beauty  or  felicity  of  expression.  Generally  his  mes- 
sages on  political  and  civil  affairs  were  able  and  com- 
prehensive. During  his  administration,  however, 
there  were  no  civil  events  of  an  engrossing  character, 
although  two  years  of  his  time  were  replete  with 
partisan  quarrels  of  great  bitterness.  Military  ar- 
rests, Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  riot  in  Fulton 
County,  attempted  suppression  of  the  Cliicago  Times 
and  the  usurping  State  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1862,  were  the  chief  local  topics  that  were  exciting 
during  the  Governor's  term.  This  Convention  assem- 
bled Jan.  7,  and  at  once  took  the  high  position  that 
'""le  law  calling  it  was  no  longer  binding,  and  that  it 
•.ad  supreme  power;  that  it  represented  a  virtual 
assemblage  of  the  whole  people  of  the  State,  and  was 
sovereign  in  the  exercise  of  all  power  necessary  to 
effect  a  peaceable  revolution  of  the  State  Government 


and. to  the  re-establishment  of  one  for  the  "happiness., 
prosperity  and  freedom  of  the  citizens,"  limited  only 
by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Notwithstanding  the 
law  calling  the  Convention  required  its  members  to 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
as  well  as  that  of  the  general  Government,  they 
utterly  refused  to  take  such  oath.  They  also  as- 
sumed legislative  powers  and  passed  several  imixjrt- 
ant  "laws!"  Interfering  with  the  (then)  present 
executive  duties.  Gov.  Yates  was  provoked  to  tell 
tiiem  plainly  that  "  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  right 
of  the  Convention  to  instruct  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty." 

IniS63the  Governor  astonished  the  Democrats 
by  "  proroguing  "  their  Legislature.  This  body,  after 
a  recess,  met  June  2,  that  year,  and  soon  began  to 
waste  time  upon  various  partisan  resolutions ;  and, 
while  the  two  houses  were  disagreeing  upon  the 
question  of  adjourning  j?';/if  die,  the  Governor,  having 
the  authority  in  such  cases,  surprised  them  all  by 
adjourning  them  "  to  the  Saturday  ne.xl  preceding  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  1865  !"  This  led  to  great 
excitement  and  confusion,  and  to  a  reference  of  the 
Governor's  act  to  the  Supreme  Court,  wlio  decided  in 
his  favor.  Then  it  was  the  Court's  turn  to  receive 
abuse  for  weeks  and  months  afterward. 

During  the  autumn  of  1864  a  conspiracy  was  de- 
tected at  Chicago  which  had  for  its  object  the  liber- 
ation of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  the 
burning  of  the  city  and  the  inauguration  of  rebellion 
in  the  North.  Gen.  Sweet,  who  had  charge  of  the 
camp  at  the  time,  firs',  had  his  suspicious  of  danger 
aroused  by  a  number  of  enigmatically  worded  letters 
which  passed  through  the  Camp  postoffice.  A  de- 
tective afterward  discovered  that  the  rebel  Gen. 
Marmaduke  was  in  the  city,  under  an  assumed 
name,  and  he,  with  other  rebel  officers — Grenfell, 
Morgan,  Cantrell,  Buckner  Morris,  and  Charles 
Walsh — was  arrested,  most  of  whom  were  convicted 
by  a  court-martial  at  Cincinnati  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment, — Grenfell  to  be  hung.  The  sentence 
of  the  latter  was  afterward  commuted  to  imprison- 
ment for  life,  and  all  th^  others,  after  nine  months' 
imprisonment,  were  pardoned. 

In  !March,  1873,  Gov.  Yates  was  appointed  a  Gov- 
ernment Director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in 
which,  office  he  continued  until  his  decease,  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  27th  of  November  following. 
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■  :'^XICHARD  J.  OGLESBY,  Gov- 
■*     ernor   1865-8,  and  re-elected 
;|    .^fj      in    1872  and    1884,  was  born 
ii  July  25,  1824,  in  Oldham  Co., 

,^  Ky., — the  State  which  might 
;'^  be  considered  the  "  mother  of 
VL^  Illinois  Grjvernors."  ,  Bereft  of 
_,  ^  his  parents  at  the  tender  age 
'  of  eight  years,  his  early  education 
was  neglected.  When  12  years  of 
age,  and  after  he  had  worked  a  year 
and  a  half  at  tiie  carpenter's  trade, 
he  removed  with  an  uncle,  Willis 
Oglesby,  into  whose  care  he  had 
been  comfnitted,  to  Decatur,  this 
State,  where  he  continued  his  ap- 
prenticeship as  a  mechanic,  working  six  months  for 
Hon.  E.  O.  Smith. 

In  1844  he  commenced  studying  law  at  Spring- 
field, with  Judge  Silas  Robbins,  and  read  with  him 
one  year.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1845,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
Sullivan,  the  county  seat  of  Moultrie  County. 

The  next  year  the  war  with  Mexico  was  com- 
menced, and  in  June,  1846,  Mr.  Oglesby  volunteered, 
was  elected  First  Lieutenant  of  Co.  C,  Fourth  Illinois 
Regiment  of  Volunteers,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo. 

On  his  return  he  sought  to  perfect  his  law  studies 
by  attending  a  conrse  of  lectures  at  Louisville,  but 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  California  "gold  fever  "  in 
1849,  '^£  crossed  the  plains  and  mountains  to  the 
new  Eldorado,  driving  a  six-mule  team,  with  a  com- 


pany of  eight  men,  Henry  Prather  being  the  leader. 

In  1852  he  returned  home  to  Macon  County,  and 
was  placed  that  year  by  the  Whig  party  on  the  ticket 
of  Presidential  Electors.  In  1856  he  visited  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa,  being  absent  20  months.  On  his 
return  home  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Gallagher,  Wait  &  Oglesby. 
In  1S58  he  was  the  Republican  nominee  for  the 
Lower  House  of  Congress,  but  was  defeated  by  the 
Hon.  James  C.  Robinson,  Democrat.  In  i860  he 
was  elected  to  the  Illinois  State  Senate ;  and  on  the 
evening  the  returns  of  this  election  were  coming  in, 
Mr.  Oglesby  had  a  fisticuff  encounter  with  "  Cerro 
Gordo  Williams,"  in  which  he  came  out  victorious, 
and  which  was  regarded  as  "  the  first  fight  of  the 
Rebellion."  The  following  spring,  when  the  war 
had  commenced  in  earnest,  his  ardent  nature 
quickly  responded  to  the  demands  of  patriotism  and 
he  enlisted.  The  extra  session  of  the  Legislature 
elected  him  Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 
the  second  one  in  the  State  raised  to  suppress  the 
great  Rebellion. 

He  was  shortly  entrusted  with  important  com- 
mands. For  a  time  he  was  stationed  at  Bird's  Point 
and  Cairo;  in  .April  he  was  promoted  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral;  at  Fort  Donelson  his  brigade  was  in  the  van, 
being  stationed  on  the  right  of  General  Grant's  army 
and  the  first  brigade  to  be  attacked.  He  lost  500 
men  before  re-inforcements  arrived.  Many  of  these 
men  were  from  Macon  County.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Corinth,  and,  in  a  brave  charge  at  this 
place,  was  shot  in  the  left  lung  with  an  ounce  ball, 
and  was  carried  from  the  field  in  expectation  of  inj- 


i64 


J? J C HARD  /.    OGLESBY. 


mediate  death.  That  reliel  Ijall  he  carries  to  this 
day.  Oil  his  partial  recovery  he  was  promoted  as 
Major  General,  for  g  lUintry,  his  commission  to  rank 
from  November,  1862.  In  the  spring  of  1S63  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  tb.e  i6th  Army 
Corps,  but,  owing  to  inability  from  the  effects  of  his 
wound,  he  relinquished  this  command  in  July,  that 
year.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  refused  to  accept  his 
resignation,  and  lie  was  detailed,  in  Deceml)er  follow- 
ing, to  court-martial  and  try  the  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  at  Washington,  where  he  remained  until 
May,  1S64,  when  he  returned  home. 

The  Republican,  or  Union,  State  Convention   of 

1864  was  held  at  Springfield,  May  25,  when  Mr. 
Ogtesby  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  Governor, 
wliile  other  candidates  before  the  Convention  were 
Allen  C.  Fuller,  of  Boone,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  of  Sanga- 
mon, and  John  M.  Palmer,  of  Macoupin.  \Vm. 
BrObS,  of  Chicago,  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant 
Governor.  On  the  Democratic  State  ticket  were 
James  C.  Robinson,  of  ("lark,  for  Governor,  and  S. 
Corning  Judd,  of  Fulton,  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 
The  general  election  gave  Gen.  Oglesby  a  majority 
of  about  31,000  votes.  The  Republicans  had  also  a 
majority  in  both  the  Legislature  and  in  the  repre- 
sentation in  Congress. 

Gov.. Oglesby  was  duly  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1865. 
The  day  before  tlie  first  time  set  for  his  installation 
death  visited  his  home  at  Decatur,  and  took  from  it 
his  only  son,  an  intelligent  and  sprightly  lad  of  si.x 
years,  a  great  fivorite  of  the  bereaved  parents.  This 
caused  the  inauguration  to  be  postponed  a  week. 

The  political  events  of  the  Legislative  session  of 

1865  were  the  election  of  ex-Gov.  Yates  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  the  ratification  of  the  13th 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
abolishing  slavery.  This  session  also  signalized 
itself  by  repealing  the  notorious  "  black  laws,"  part 
of  which,  although  a  dead  letter,  had  held  their  place 
upon  the  statute  books  since  1819.  Also,  laws  re- 
quiring the  registration  of  voters,  and  establishing  a 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  were  passed  by  this  Leg- 
islature. But  the  same  body  evinced  that  it  was  cor- 
ruptly influenced  by  a  mercenary  lobby,  as  it  adopted 
some  bad  legislation,  over  the  Governor's  veto,  nota- 
bly an  amendment  to  a  charter  for  a  Chicago  horse 
railway,  granted  in  1S59  for  25  years,  and  now 
sought  to  be  extended  99  years.  As  this  measure 
was  promptly  passed  over  his  veto  by  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  he  deemed  it  useless  further  to 
attempt  to  check  their  headlong  career.  At  this 
session  no  law  of  a  general  useful  character  or  public 
interest  was  perfected,  unless  we  count  such  the 
♦  urning  over  of  the  canal  to  Cliicago  to  be  deepened. 
The  session  of  1S67  was  still  more  productive  of 
nrivi'te  and  siiecial  acts.  Many  omnibus  bills  were 
proposed,  arid  some  passed.  Tiie  contests  over  the 
..Dcation  of  the    Industrial  College,  the  Capital,  the 


Southern  Penitentiary,  and  the  canal  enlargement 
and  Illinois  River  improvement,  dominated  every- 
thing else. 

During  the  year  1S72,  it  became  evident  that  if 
the  Republicans  could  re-elect  Mr.  Oglesby  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  they  could  also  elect  him  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  they  desired  to  do. 
.'Vccordingly  they  re-nominated  him  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  and  placed  upon  the  ticket  with  him  for 
Lieutenant  Governor,  John  L.  Beveridge,  of  Cook 
County.  On  the  other  side  the  Democrats  put  into 
the  field  Gustavus  Koerner  for  Governor  and  John 
C.  Black  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  election 
gave  the  Reiniblican  ticket  majorities  ranging  from 
35,334  to  56,174, — the  Democratic  defection  being 
caused  mainly  by  their  having  an  old-time  Whig  and 
Abolitionist,  Horace  Greeley,  on  the  national  ticket 
for  President.  According  to  the  general  understand- 
ing had  beforehand,  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  met 
it  elected  Gov.  Oglesby  to  t!ie  United  States  Senate, 
whereupon  Mr.  Beveridge  became  Governor.  Sena- 
tor Oglesby 's  term  expired  March  4,  1879,  having 
served  his  party  faitlifully  and  exhibited  an  order  of 
statesmanship  beyond  criticism. 

During  the  campaign  of  iSS.t  Mr.  Oglesby  was 
nominated  for  a  "  third  term "  as  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  against  Carter  H.  Harrison,  !NLayor 
of  Chicago,  nominated  by  the  Democrats.  Both 
gentlemen  "stumped  "  the  State,  and  while  the  peo- 
ple elected  a  Legislature  which  was  a  tie  on  a  joint 
ballot,  as  between  the  two  parties,  they  gave  the 
jovial  "  Dick"  Oglesby  a  majority  of  15,018  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  he  was  inaugurated  Jan.  30,  1885.  The 
Legislature  did  not  fully  organize  until  this  date,  on 
account  of  its  equal  division  between  the  two  main 
parties  and  the  consequent  desperate  tactics  of  each 
party  to  checkmate  the  latter  in  the  organization  of 
the  House. 

Gov.  Oglesby  is  a  fine-appearing,  affable  man,  with 
regular,  well  defined  features  and  rotund  face.  In 
stature  he  is  a  little  above  medium  height,  of  a  large 
frame  and  somewhat  fleshy.  His  physical  appear- 
ance is  striking  and  prepossessing,  while  his  straight- 
out,  not  to  say  bluff,  manner  and  speech  are  well 
calculated  favorably  to  impress  the  average  masses. 
Ardent  in  feeling  and  sirongly  committed  to  the  ])ol- 
icies  of  his  jwrty,  he  intensifies  Republicanism 
among  Republicans,  while  at  the  same  time  his  jovial 
and  liberal  manner  prevents  those  of  the  opposite 
party  from  hating  him. 

He  is  quite  an  effective  stump  orator.  With  vehe- 
ment, passionate  and  scornful  tone  and  gestures, 
tremendous  physical  power,  which  in  speaking  he 
exercises  to  the  vitmost ;  with  frequent  descents  to 
tlie  grotesque;  .ind  with  a'.nindant  homely  compari- 
sons or  frontier  figures,  expressed  in  the  broadest 
vernacular  and  enforced  with  stentorian  e;n;)hasis, 
he  delights  a  proiniscuous  audience  beyond  measure. 
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.-,.  .VM    3  OHN  Mc  AULEY  PALMER,  Gov- 
IvY^-i'/ff/j  '  ^  ernor    1869-72,    was     born    on 
^     '  Engle    Creek,    Scott    Co.,    Ky., 

3'  \       Sept.   13,  1817.     During   his  in- 

'TjiB-'  '     fancy,  his  father,  who  had  been 

a  soldier  in  tlie  war  of  18 12,  re- 
moved to  Christian  Co.,  Ky., 
where  lands  were  cheap.  Here 
the  future  Governor  of  the  great 
Prairie  State  spent  his  childhood 
and  received  such  meager  school- 
ing as  the  new  and  sparsely  set- 
tled country  afforded.  To  this 
he  added  materially  by  diligent 
reading,  for  which  he  evinced  an 
early  aptitude.  His  father,  an  ardent  Jackson  man, 
was  also  noted  for  his  anti-slavery  sentiments,  which 
he  thoroughly  impressed  upon  his  children.  In  1831 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Madison  County. 
Here  the  labor  of  improving  a  farm  was  pursued  for 
about  two  years,  when  the  death  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
mother  broke  up  the  family.  About  this  time  Alton 
College  was  opened,  on  the  "manual  labor  "  system, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1834  young  Palmer,  with  his 
elder  brother,  Elihu,  entered  this  school  and  remained 
18  months.  Next,  for  over  three  years,  he  tried 
'variously  coopering,  peddling  and  school-teaching. 

Dining    the   summer  of   1838  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Sie[)hen  A.  Douglas,  then   making  his 


first  canvass  for  Congress.  Young,  eloquent  and  in 
political  accord  with  Mr.  Palmer,  he  won  his  confi- 
dence, fired  his  ambition  and  fixed  his  purpose.  The 
following  winter,  while  teaching  near  Canton,  he  be- 
gan to  devote  his  spare  time  to  a  desultory  reading 
of  laiv,  and  in  the  spring  entered  a  law  office  at  Car- 
linville,  making  his  home  with  his  elder  brotlier, 
Elihu.  (The  latter  was  a  learned  clergyman,  of  con- 
siderable orginality  of  thouglit  and  doctrine.)  On 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar,  Douglas  being  one  of  his  examiners. 
He  was  not  immediately  successful  in  his  profession, 
and  would  have  located  elsewhere  than  Carlinville 
had  he  the  requisite  means.  Thus  his  early  poverty 
was  a  blessing  in  disguise,  for  to  it  he  now  attributes 
the  success  of  his  life. 

From  1839  on,  while  he  diligently  pursued  his 
profession,  he  participated  more  or  less  in  local 
politics.  In  1843  he  became  Probate  Judge.  In 
1847  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, where  he  took  a  leading  part.  In  1852  Ik, 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  at  the  special 
session  of  February,  1S54,  true  to  the  anti-slaver) 
sentiments  bred  in  him,  he  took  a  firm  stand  in  op 
position  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
and  when  the  Nebraska  question  became  a  i>artj 
issue  he  refused  to  receive  a  re-nomination  for  ihi 
Senatorship  at  the  hands  of  the  Democracy,  issuinf 
a  circular  to  that  effect.     A    few    weeks    afterward 
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however,  hesitating  to  break  with  his  party,  he  par- 
ticipated in  a  Congressional  Convention  which  no(ni- 
T.  L.  Harris  against  Richard  Yates,  and  which 
unqualifiedly  approved  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act.  But  later  in  the  campaign  he  made 
the  plunge,  ran  for  the  Senate  as  an  Anti-Nebraska 
Democrat,  and  was  elected.  The  following  winter 
he  put  in  nomination  for  the  'United  Stales  Senate 
Mr.  Trumbull,  and  was  one  of  the  five  steadfast  men 
who  voted  for  him  until  all  the  Whigs  came  to  their 
support  and  elected  their  man. 

In  1856  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State 
Convention  at  Bloomlngton.  He  ran  for  Congress  in 
1859,  but  was  defeated.  In  i860  he  was  Republican 
Presidential  Elector  for  the  State  at  large.  In  1861 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  five  Delegates  (all  Re- 
publicans) sent  by  Illinois  to  the  peace  congress  at 
Washington. 

When  the  civil  conflict  broke  out,  he  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  the 
i4lh  111.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  panicii)ated  in  the  engagements 
at  Island  No.  10:  at  Farmington,  where- he  skillfully 
extricated  his  command  from  a  dangerous  position  ; 
at  Stone  River,  where  his  division  for  several  hours, 
Dec.  31,  1862;  held  the  advar.ce  and  stood  like  a 
rock,  and  for  his  gallantry  there  he  was  made  Major 
General;  at  Chickamauga,  where  his  and  Van  Cleve's 
divisions  for  two  hours  maintained  their  position 
when  they  were  cut  off  by  overpowering  numbers. 
Under  Gen.  Sherman,  fie  was  assigned  to  the  14th 
Army  Corps  and  participated  in  the  ."Atlanta  cam])aign. 
At  Peach-Tree  Creek  his  prudence  did  much  to  avert 
disaster.  In  February,  1S65,  Gen.  Palmer  was  as- 
signed to  the  military  administration  of  Kentucky, 
which  was  a  delicate  post.  That  State  was  about 
half  rebel  and  half  Union,  and  tliose  of  the  latter 
element  were  daily  fretted  by  the  loss  of  their  slaves. 
He,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  rules  of  common  law, 
trembled  at  the  contemplation  of  his  extraordinary 
power  over  the  persons  and  property  of  his  fellow 
men,  with  which  he  was  vested  in  his  capacity  as 
military  Governor ;  and  he  exhibited  great  caution  in 
the  execution  of  the  diuies  of  his  post. 

Gen.  Pahner  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  Illi- 
nois by  the  Republican  State  Convention  which  met 
at  Peoria  May  6,  1S6S,  and  his  nomination  would 
probably  have  been  made  Ijy  acclamation  had  he  not 
persistently  declared  that  he  could  not  accept  a  can- 


didature for  the  office.  The  result  of  the  ensuing 
election  gave  Mr.  Palmer  a  majority  of  44,707  over 
John  R.  Eden,  the  Democratic  nominee. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  Legisl.ature  in  January, 
1869,  the  first  thing  to  arrest  public  attention  was 
that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message  which  took 
broad  Slate's  rights  ground.  This  and  some  minor 
points,  which  were  more  in  keeping  with  the  Denn- 
cratic  sentiment,  constituted  the  entering  wedge  fir 
the  criticisms  and  reproofs  he  afterward  received 
fioni  the  Republican  party,  and  ultimately  resulte.I 
in  his  entire  aleniation  from  the  latter  element.  The 
Legislature  just  referred  to  was  noted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  numerous  bills  in  the  interest  of  private 
parties,  which  were  embarrassing  to  the  Governor. 
Among  the  public  acts  passed  was  that  which  limited 
railroad  charges  for  passenger  travel  to  a  maximimi 
of  three  cents  per  mile;  and  it  was  passed  over  the 
Governor's  veto.  Also,  they  passed,  over  his  veto, 
the  "tax-grabbing  law"  to  p.ay  r^ilrosa  subscriptions, 
the  Chicago  Lake  Front  bill,  etc.  The  new  Stale 
Constitution  of  1870,  far  superior  to  the  old,  was  a 
peaceful  "  revolution"  which  took  place  during  Gov. 
Palmer's  term  of  office.  The  suffering  caused  by  llie 
great  Chicago  Fire  of  October,  187 1,  was  greatly 
alleviated  by  the  prompt  responses  of  his  excellency. 

Since  the  expiration  of  Gov.  Palmers 's  term,  he  has 
been  somewhat  prominent  in  Illinois  politics,  and 
has  been  talked  of  by  many,  especially  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  as  the  best  man  in  the  State  for  a 
United  States  Senator.  His  business  during  life  has 
been  that  of  the  law.  Few  excel  him  in  an  accurate 
appreciation  of  the  depth  and  scope  of  its  principles- 
The  great  number  of  his  able  veto  messages  abun- 
dantly testify  not  only  this  but  also  a  rare  capacity  to 
point  them  out.  He  is  a  logical  and  cogent  reasoner 
and  an  interesting,  forcible  and  convincing  speaker, 
though  not  fluent  or  ornate.  Without  brilliancy,  his 
dealings  are  rather  with  facts  and  ideas  than  with 
appeals  to  passions  and  prejudices.  He  is  a  patriot 
and  a  statesman  of  very  high  order.  Physically  he  is 
above  the  medium  height,  of  robust  frame,  ruddy 
complexion  and  sanguine-nervous  cemiierament  He 
has  a  large  cranial  development,  is  vivacious,  social 
in  disposition,  easy  of  approach,  unostentatious  in  his 
habits  of  life,  democratic  in  his  habits  and  manners 
and  is  a  true  .American  in  his  fundamental  piinci[ilcii 
of  statesmanship. 
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\l  OHN    LOWRfE  BEVER- 
'fj     IDGE,  Governor  1873-6,  was 
^ij    born  in  the  town  of  Green- 
H  wich,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
o    July    6,    1824.       His    parents 
^      were  George  and  Ann  Bever- 
|0^-Il;j,"^^  idge.     His  father's  parents,  An- 
drew and  Isabel  Beveridge,  be- 
fore  their    marriage    einigrated 
from    Scotland  jnst   before    the 
Revolutionary  War,  settling   in 
Washington  County.    His  father 
was  the  eldest  of  eight  brothers,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  60  years  of 
age  when  the  first  one  of  the  num- 
ber  died.     His   mother's    parents, 
James  and  Agnes  Hoy,  emigrated 
from  Scotland  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  settling  also  in 
'Jp  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  their 
^     first-born,  whose  "  native  land  "  was 
the  wild  ocean.     His   parents   and 
grandparents  lived  beyond  the  time 
allotted  to  man,  their  average   age 
;  over  So  years.     They  belonged  to  the  "  Asso- 
Church,"   a   S'xeding    Presbyterian    body    of 


America  from  tlie  old  Scotch  school ;  and  so  rigid 
was  tlie  training  of  young  Beveridge  that  he  never 
heard  a  sermon  from  any  other  minister  e.xcept  tliat 
of  his  own  denomination  until  he  was  in  his  19th 
year.  Later  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  relation  he  still 
holds. 

Mr.  Beveridge  received  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, but  his  parents,  who  could  obtain  a  livelihood 
only  by  rigid  economy  and  industry,  could  not  send 
him  away  to  college.  He  was  raised  tipon  a  farm, 
and  was  in  liis  18th  year  when  the  family  removed 
to  De  Kalb  County,  this  State,  when  that  section  was 
very  sparsely  settled.  Chicago  had  less  than  7,000 
inhabitants.  In  this  wild  West  he  continued  as  a 
farm  laborer,  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
months  to  supply  the  means  of  an  education.  In  the 
fill  of  1842  he  attended  one  term  at  the  academy  at 
Granville,  Putnam  Co.,  111.,  and  subsequently  several 
terms  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary  at  Mount  Morris, 
Ogle  Co.,  III.,  completing  the  academic  course.  At 
this  time,  the  f:ill  of  1845,  his  parents  and  brothers 
were  anxious  to  have  him  go  to  college,  even  thovigh 
lie  had  not  money  sufficient;  but,  njt  willing  to  bur- 
den the  family,  he  packed  his  trunk  and  with  o;ily 
$40   in  money   started    South    to  seek    his  forti'iie. 
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Poor,  alone,  without  friends  and  influence,  lie  thus 
entered  upon  the  battle  of  life. 

First,  he  taught  school  in  Wilson,  Overton  and 
Jackson  Cos.,  Tenn.,  in  which  experience  he  under- 
went considerable  mental  drill,  both  in  book  studies 
and  in  the  ways  of  the  world.  He  read  law  and  was 
admitted  to  tlie  Bar,  in  the  South,  but  did  not  learn 
to  love  the  institution  of  slavery,  although  he  ad- 
mired many  features  of  Southern  character.  In  De- 
cember, 1847,  he  returned  North,  and  Jan.  20,  1848, 
he  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Judson,  in  the  old  Clark- 
Street  M.  E.  church  in  Chicago,  her  father  at  that 
time  being  Pastor  of  the  society  there.  In  the  spring 
of  1S48  he  returned  with  his  wife  to  Tennessee, 
where  his  two  children.  Alia  May  and  Philo  Judson, 
were  born. 

In  the  fall  of  1849,  through  the  mismanagement 
of  an  associate,  he  lost  what  little  he  had  accumu- 
lated and  was  left  in  debt.  He  soon  managed  to 
earn  means  to  pay  his  debts,  returned  to  De  Kalb 
Co.,  111.,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Sycamore,  the  county  seat.  On  arrival 
from  the  South  he  had  but  one-quarter  of  a  dollar  in 
money,  and  scanty  clothing  and  bedding  for  himself 
and  family.  He  borrowed  a  little  money,  practiced 
law,  worked  in  public  offices,  kept  books  for  some  of 
the  business  men  of  the  town,  and  some  railroad  en- 
gineering, till  the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  removed 
to  Evanston,  1 2  miles  north  of  Chicago,  a  place  then 
but  recently  laid  out,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Northwestern  University,  a  Methodist  institution. 
Of  the  latter  his  father-in-law  was  then  financial 
agent  and  business  manager.  Here  Mr.  Keveridge 
prospered,  and  the  next  year  (1S55)  opened  a  law 
office  in  Chicago,  where  he  found  the  battle  some- 
what hard;  but  he  persevered  with  encouragement 
and  increasing  success. 

Aug.  12,  1861,  his  law  partner.  Gen.  John  F. 
Farnsworth,  secured  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  cf 
cavalry,  and  authorized  Mr.  Beveridge  to  raise  a 
company  forit.  He  succeeded  in  a  few  days  in  rais- 
ing the  company,  of  course  enlisting  himself  along 
with  it.  The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  St.  Charles, 
111.,  was  mustered  in  Sept.  iS,  and  on  its  ori^aniza- 
tion  Mr.  B.  was  elected  Second  Major.  It  was  at- 
tached, Oct.  II,  to  the  Eighth  Cavalry  and  to  tlie 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  He  served  with  the  regiment 
until  November,  1S63,  participating  in  some  40  bat- 


tles and  skirmishes  :  was  at  Fair  Oaks,  the  seven  days' 
fight  around  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  Cliancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  He  commanded  the  regiment 
the  greaterpartofthe  summerof  1863,  and  it  was  while 
lying  in  camp  this  year  that  he  originated  the  policy 
of  encouraging  recruits  as  well  as  the  fighting  capac- 
ity of  the  soldiery,  by  the  wholesale  furlough  system. 
It  worked  so  well  that  many  other  officers  adopted 
it.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  he  recruited  anothercom- 
pany,  against  heavy  odds,  in  January,  1 864,  was 
commissioned  Colonel  of  the  17th  111.  Cav.,  and 
skirmished  around  in  Missouri,  concluding  with  the 
reception  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Kirby  Smith's 
army  in  Arkansas.  In  1865  he  commanded  various 
sub-districts  in  the  Southwest.  He  was  mustered 
out  Feb.  6,  1866,  safe  from  the  casualties  of  war  and 
a  stouter  man  than  when  he  first  enlisted.  His  men 
idolized  him. 

He  then  returned  to  Chicago,  to  practice  law,  with 
no  library  and  no  clientage,  and  no  political  experi- 
ence except  to  help  others  into  office.  In  the  fall  of 
1866  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Cook  County,  serving 
one  term;  next,  until  November,  1870,  he  practiced 
law  and  closed  up  the  unfinished  business  cf  his 
office.  He  was  then  elected  State  Senator;  in  No- 
vember, 1 87  I,  he  was  elected  Congressman  at  large  ; 
in  November,  1S72,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Oglesby;  the  latter  be- 
ing elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  Mr.  Beveridge  became 
Governor,  Jan.  21,  1873.  Thus,  inside  of  a  few 
weeks,  he  was  Congressman  at  large,  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Governor.  The  principal  events  oc- 
curring during  Gov.  Beveridge's  administration  were: 
The  completion  of  the  revision  of  the  statutes,  begun 
in  1869;  the  partial  success  of  the  "farmers'  move- 
ment;" "  Haines'  Legislature  "  and  IlHnois'  exhibit  at 
the  Centennial. 

Since  the  close  of  his  guliernatorial  term  ex-Gov 
Beveridge  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bever- 
idge &  Dewey,  bankers  and  dealers  in  commercial 
paper  at  7 1  Dearborn  Street  (.McCormick  Block), 
Chicago,  and  since  November,  18S1,  he  has  al-.obeen 
.Assistant  United  States  Treasurer:  office  in  flie 
Government  Building.  His  residence  is  still  at  Ev- 
anston. 

He  has  a  brother  and  two  sisters  yet  residing  in 
De  Kalb  County — James  H.  Beveridge,  Mrs.  Jennat 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Isabel  French. 
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\^-_,  ^y  HELi;V  M.  CULLOM,  Gover- 

fl'"  !       nor  iS77-S3,is  the  sixth  child 

Wr    .  ,'       of  the  late  Richard  N.  Cullom, 

and  was  born  Nov.  22,  1829,  in 
Wayne  Co.,  Ky.,  where  his  fa- 
ther then  resided,  and  whence 
and  Tennessee 
ly  originated.  In 
the  following  year  the  family  emi- 
grated to  the  vicinity  of  Washington, 
Tazewell  (^o.,  111.,  when  that  section 
was  very  sparsely  settled.  They  lo- 
cated oil  Deer  Creek,  in  a  grove  at 
the  time  occupied  by  a  party  of  In- 
dians, attracted  there  by  the  superior 
hunting  and  fishing  afforded  in  that 
vicinity.  The  following  winter  was 
known  as  the  "  iiard  winter,"  the  snow  being  very 
deep  and  lasting  and  the  weather  severely  cold;  and 
the  family  had  to  subsist  mainly  on  boiled  corn  or 
hominy,  and  some  wild  game,  for  several  weeks.  In 
the  course  of  time  Mr.  R.  N.  Cullom  became  a  prom- 
inent citizen  and  was  several  times  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  both  before  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
cajiital  from  Vaudalia  to  Springfield.  He  died  about 
•87  3- 

Until  about  19  years  of  age  young  Cullom  grew  up 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  attending  school  as  he  had 
opportunity  daring  the  winter.  Within  this  time, 
however,  he  spent   several   months  teachim-  school. 


and  in  the  following  summer  he  "broke  i)rairie  "with 
an  ox  team  for  the  neighbors.  With  the  money  ob- 
tained by  these  various  ventures,  he  undertook  a 
course  of  study  at  t!ie  Rock  Rivei  Seminary,  a 
.Methodist  institution  at  Mt.  .Morris,  Ogle  County; 
but  the  sudden  change  to  the  in-door  life  of  a  stu- 
dent told  severely  upon  his  health,  and  he  was  taken 
home,  being  considered  in  a  hoj)eless  condition.  While 
at  Ml.  Morris  he  heard  Hon.  E.  B.  Washburne  make 
his  first  speech. 

On  recovering  health,  Mr.  Cullom  concluded  to 
study  law,  under  the  instruction  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
at  Springfield,  who  had  by  this  time  attained  some 
notoriety  as  an  able  lawyer;  but  the  latter,  being  ab- 
sent from  his  office  most  of  the  time,  advised  Mr. 
Cullom  to  enter  the  office  of  Stuart  &  Edwards. 
After  about  a  year  of  study  there,  however,  his  health 
failed  again,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  once  more 
to  out-door  life.  Accordingly  he  bought  hogs  for 
packing,  for  A.  G.  Tyng,  in  I'eoria,  and  while  he  re- 
gained his  health  he  gained  in  purse,  netting  $400  in 
a  few  weeks.  Having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
went  to  Springfield,  wiierc  he  was  soon  elected  City 
Attorney,  on  the  .^nti-Nfebraska  ticket. 

In  1856  he  ran  on  tlie  Fillmore  ticket  as  a  Presi- 
dential Elector,  and,  akhougli  failing  to  be  elected  as 
such,  he  was  at  the  same  time  elected  a  Representa- 
tive in  tlie  Legislature  from  Sangamon  County,  by  a 
local  coalition  of  the  American  and  Republican  par- 
ties. On  the  organization  of  the  House,  he  received 
the  vote  of  the  Fillmore  men  for  Speaker.    Practicing 
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law  until  1S60,  he  was  again  elected  to  tlie  Legisla- 
ture, as  a  Rei)ublican,  while  tlie  county  went  Demo- 
cratic on  the  Presidential  ticket.  In  January  follow- 
ing he  was  elected  Speaker,  probal^ly  the  youngest 
man  who  had  ever  presided  over  an  Illinois  Legis- 
lature. After  the  session  of  1S61,  lie  was  a  candidate 
for  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  called  for 
that  year,  but  was  defeated,  and  thus  escaped  the 
disgrace  of  being  connected  witli  that  abortive  parly 
scheme  to  revolutionize  the  State  Government.  \\\ 
1S62  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  but 
was  defeated.  Tiie  same  year,  however,  he  was  aj)- 
pointed  by  President  Lincoln  on  a  Government 
Commission,  in  company  with  Gov.  Boutwell  of 
Massachusetts  and  Cnarles  .\.  Dana,  since  of  the 
New  York  Sun,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  tlie 
Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  at 
Cairo.     He  devoted  several  months  to  this  duty. 

In  1864  he  enteied  ujwn  a  larger  ixjlitical  field, 
being  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Congress  from  ihe  Eiglith  (Sjjringficld)  District,  in 
opjxjsition  to  the  incumbent,  JohnT.  Stuart,  who  had 
been  elected  in  1862  by  about  1,500  majority  over 
Leonard  Swett,  then  of  Bloomington,  now  of  Chicago. 
The  result  was  the  election  of  Mr.  Cullom  in  Novem- 
ber following  by  a  majority  of  1,785.  In  1 866  he 
was  re-elected  to  Congress,  over  Dr.  E.  S.  Fowler,  by 
the  magnificent  majority  of  4,103!  In  186S  he  was 
again  a  candidate,  defeating  the  Hon.  B.  S.  Edwards, 
another  of  his  old  preceptors,  by  2,884  votes. 

During  his  first  term  in  Congress  he  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  E.xpenditures  in 
the  Treasury  Department;  in  his  second  term,  on 
the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  on  Territories  ; 
and  in  his  third  term  he  succeeded  Mr.  Ashley,  of 
Ohio,  to  the  Chairmanship  of  the  latter.  He  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  the  House,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of 
law  in  Utah,  wliicli  caused  more  consternation  among 
the  Mormons  tlian  any  measure  had  previously,  but 
which,  though  it  passed  the  House,  failed  to  pass  the 
Senate. 

The  Republican  Convention  which  met  May  25, 
1S76,  nominated  Mr.  Cullom  for  Governor,  while  the 
other  contestant  was  Gov.  Beveridge.  For  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor they  nominated  Andrew  Shuman,  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Journal.  For  the  same  offices  the 
Democrats,  combining  with  the  Anti-Monopolists, 
placed    in    nomination    Lewis    Steward,    a  wealthy 


farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  A.  A.  Glenn.  The 
result  of  the. election  was  rather  close,  Mr.  Cullom 
obtaining  only  6,Soo  majority.  He  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  8,  1877. 

Great  depression  i)revailed  in  financial  circles  at 
this  time,  as  a  consciiuence  of  the  lieavy  failures  of 
1S73  and  afterward,  the  effect  of  which  had  seemed 
to  gather  force  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  Gov. 
Cullom's  first  administration.  This  unspeculative 
period  was  not  c.dculated  to  call  forth  any  new 
issues,  bi:t  the  Governor's  energies  were  at  one  time 
put  to  task  to  quell  a  spirit  of  insubordination  that 
had  been  begun  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  among  the  laboring 
classes,  and  transferred  to  Illinois  at  Chicago,  East 
St.  Louis  and  Braidwood,  at  which  places  laboring 
men  for  a  short  time  refused  to  work  or  allow  others 
to  work.  These  disturbances  were  soon  quelled  and 
the  wheels  of  industry  again  set  in  motion. 

In  May,  18S0,  (Jov.  Cullom  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  against  Lyman  Trumbull,  by  the 
Democrats;  and  although  the  former  party  was  some- 
what handicap[)ed  in  the  campaign  by  a  zealous 
faction  opposed  to  Grant  for  President  and  to  Grant 
men  for  office  generally,  Mr.  Cullom  was  re-elected 
by  about  SMo'^S-  to  277,532  for  the  Democratic  State 
ticket.  The  Greenback  vote  at  the  same  time  was 
about  27,000.  Both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  again 
became  Republican,  and  no  representative  of  the 
Greenback  or  Socialist  jiarties  were  elected.  Gov. 
Cullom  was  inaugurated  Jan.  10,  iSSi.  In  his  mes- 
sage he  announced  that  the  last  dollar  of  the  State 
debt  had  been  provided  for. 

March  4,  1SS3,  the  term  of  David  Davis  as  United 
States  Senator  from  Illinois  e.xpired,  and  Gov.  Cul- 
lom was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  This  promoted 
Lieutenant-Governor  John  M.  Hamilton  to  the  Gov- 
ernorship. Senator  Cullom's  term  in  the  United 
States  Senate  will  expire  March  4,  1SS9. 

As  a  [nactitioner  oflawMr.  C.  has  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Cullom,  Scholes  iS:  Mather,  al  Sprint;- 
fiold  ;  and  he  has  also  been  President  of  the  State 
National  Bank. 

He  has  been  married  twice, — the  first  time  Dec. 
12,  1S55,  to  Miss  Hannah  Fisher,  by  whom  he  had 
two  daughters;  and  the  second  time  May  5,  1S63, 
to  Julia  Fisher.  Mrs.  C  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist I'^piscopal  Church,  with  which  religious  body  Mr. 
C.  is  also  in  syiniiathy. 
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OHN  MARSHALL  HAMIL- 
TON, Governor  18S3-5,  was 
born  ALay  sS,  1847,  in  a  log 
liouse  upon  a  farm  about  two 
miles  from  Richwood,  Union 
Count}',  Oliio.  His  father  was 
Samuel  PLimilton,  the  eldest  son 
of  Rev.  \Vm.  Hamilton,  who,  to- 
gether with  his  brother,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  was  among  the 
early  pioneer  Methodist  preachers  in 
Ohio.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was,  before  her  marriage, 
Mrs.  Nancy  McMorris,  who  was 
born  and  raised  in  Fauquier  or  Lou- 
doun County,  Va.,  and  related  to  the 
two  large  families  of  Youngs  and  Marshalls,  well 
known  in  that  coinmonweallh ;  and  from  the  latter 
family  name  was  derived  the  middle  name  of  Gov. 
Hamilton. 

In  ^L^rch,  1854,  Mr.  Hamilton's  father  sold  out 
his  little  pioneer  forest  home  in  Union  County,  O., 
and,  loading  his  few  household  effects  and  family 
(of  six  children)  into  two  emigrant  covered  wagons, 
moved  to  Roberts  Township,  l\Larshall  Co.,  111.,  being 
2 1  days  on  the  route.  Swamps,  unbridged  streams 
and  innumerable  hardships  and  privations  met  them 
on  their  way.  Their  new  home  had  been  previously 
selected  by  the  father.  Here,  after  many  long  years 
of  toil,  they  succeeded  in  payiiig  for  the  l.md  and 
making  a  com  fori  il*''-  home.     John  was,  of  course, 


brought  up  to  hard  manual  labor,  with  no  schooling 
except  three  or  four  months  in  the  year  at  a  common 
country  school.  However,  he  evinced  a  capacity 
and  taste  for  a  high  order  of  self-education,  by 
studying  or  reading  what  books  he  could  borrow,  as 
the  family  had  but  very  few  in  the  house.  Much  of 
his  study  he  prosecuted  by  the  light  of  a  log  fire  in 
the  old-fashioned  chimney  place.  The  financial 
panic  of  1857  caused  the  family  to  come  near  losing 
their  home,  to  pay  debts;  but  the  father  and  two 
sons,  William  and  John,  "buckled  to"  and  perse 
vered  in  liard  labor  and  economy  until  they  redeemed 
their  place  from  the  mortgage. 

When  the  tremendous  excitement  of  the  political 
campaign  of  i860  reached  the  neigliborhood  of  Rob- 
erts Township,  young  Hamilton,  who  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  took  a  zeal- 
ous part  in  favor  o(  Lincoln's  election.  Making  special 
efforts  to  procure  a  little  money  to  buy  a  uniform,  he 
joined  a  company  of  Lincoln  Wide-Awakes  at  Mag- 
nolia, a  village  not  far  away.  Directly  after  the 
ensuing  election  it  became  evident  that  trouble 
would  ensue  with  the  South,  and  this  Wide-Awake 
company,  like  many  others  throughout  the  country, 
kept  up  its  organization  and  transformed  itself  into  a 
military  company.  During  the  ensuing  summer  Ihty 
met  often  for  drill  and  became  proficient ;  but  when 
they  offered  themselves  for  the  v.-ar,  young  Hann'lton 
was  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth,  he  being  then 
but  14  years  of  age.  During  the  winter  of  iS(')3-4  he 
attendee    an  academy  at   Henry,   Marshall   County. 
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and  in  the  following  May  he  again  enlisted,  for  the 
fourth  time,  when  he  was  placed  in  the  141st  111. 
V()l.  Inf.,  a  regiment  then  being  raised  at  Elgin,  111., 
for  the  100-day  service.  Me  took  with  him  13  otliLM 
lads  from  his  neighborhood,  for  enlistment  in  the 
service.  This  regiment  operated  in  Sonlhwe^lcrn 
Kentucky,  for  about  five  months,  under  Gen.   Paine. 

The  following  winter,  1864-5,  Mr.  Hamilton  taught 
school,  and  during  the  two  college  years  18C5-7,  he 
went  tlvrough  three  years  of  the  curriculum  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  The 
third  year  he  graduated,  the  fourth  in  a  class  of  46, 
in  the  classical  department.  In  due  time  he  received 
the  degree  of  M.  A.  For  a  few  months  he  was  the 
Principal  of  Marshall  "  College  "  at  Henry,  an  acad- 
emy under  the  auspices  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  By 
this  lime  he  had  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and 
after  earning  some  money  as  a  temporary  l^rofessor 
of  Latin  at  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  University  at 
IJIoomington,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Weldun, 
Tipton  &  Benjamin,  of  that  city.  Eacii  member  of 
this  firm  has  since  been  distinguished  as  a  Judge. 
Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  May,  1S70,  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  given  an  interest  in  the  same  firm,  Tipton  hav- 
ing been  elected  Judge.  In  October  following  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  H.  Rowell,  at  that  time 
Prosecuting  Attorney.  Their  business  was  then 
small,  but  they  increased  it  to  very  large  projwrtions, 
practicing  in  all  grades  of  courts,  including  even  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  and  t^'iis  partnership  continued 
unbroken  until  Feb.  6,  1883,  when  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  sworn  in  as  Executive  of  Illinois.  On  the  4th 
of  March  following  Mr.  Rowell  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

In  July,  187  I.  Mr.  Hiuiilton  married  Miss  Helen 
M.  Williams,  the  daughter  of  Prof.  \Vm.  G.  Williams, 
Professor  of  (ireek  in  the  Ohio  We.ileyan  University. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  IT.  have  two  daughters  and  one  son. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
p.ublicans  for  the  State  Senate,  over  other  and  older 
<  o.iipelitors.  He  took  an  active  part  '•  on  the  stump  " 
in  the  campaign,  for  the  success  of  his  party,  and  was 
elected  by  a  m.ijority  of  1,640  over  his  Democratic- 
Greenback  opi)onent.  In  the  Senate  he  served  on 
the  Committees  on  Judiciary,  Revenue,  State  Insti- 
tutions, Appropriations,  Education,  and  on  Miscel- 
lany ;  and  during  the  contest  for  the  election  of  a 
U,  S.  Senator,  the  Republicans  endeavoring  to  re- 


elect John  A.  Logan,  he  voted  for  the  war  chief  on 
every  ballot,  even  alone  when  all  the  other  Republi- 
cans had  gone  over  to  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Lawrence  and 
the  Democrats  and  Independents  elected  Judge 
n  ivid  Davis.  .At  this  session,  also,  was  passed  the 
first  Hoard  of  Health  and  Medical  Practice  act,  of 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  was  a  champion,  agairc'.  :; 
much  opposition  that  the  bill  was  several  times 
"laid  on  the  table."  Also,  this  session  authorized 
the  location  and  establishment  of  a  southern  peni- 
tentiary, which  was  fixed  at  Chester.  In  the  session 
of  1879  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  President /;-(7  A"?//, 
of  the  Senate,  and  was  a  zealous  supixjrter  of  John 
.A.  Logan  for  the  U.  S.  Senate,  who  waj  this  time 
elected  without  any  trouble. 

In  May,  18S0,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  his 
])rincipal  competitors  before  the  Convention  being 
Hon.  Wm.  A.  James,  ex-S[)eaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Judge  Robert  Bell,  of  W.abash 
County,  Hon.  'I\  T.  Fountain,  of  Perry  County,  and 
Hon.  M.  M.  Saddler,  of  Marion  County.  He  engaged 
actively  in  the  campaign,  and  his  ticket  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  41,200.  As  Lieutenant  Governor, 
he  presided  almost  continuously  over  the  .Senate  in 
tlic  32d  General  Assembly  and  during  the  early  days 
of  the  33d,  until  he  succeeded  to  the  (Tovernorship. 
When  the  Legislature  of  18S3  elected  Gov.  Cullfim 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton 
succeeded  him,  under  the  Constitution,  taking  the 
oath  of  office  Feb.  6,  1883.  He  bravely  met  all  the 
annoyances  and  embarrassments  incidental  upon 
taking  up  another's  administration.  The  principal 
events  with  which  Gov.  Hamilton  was  connected  as 
the  Chief  E.xecutive  of  the  State  were,  the  mine  dis- 
aster at  Braidwood,  the  riots  in  St.  Clair  and  Madison 
Counties  in  M.ay,  18S3,  the  appropriations  for  the 
State  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  Harper  high-license 
liquor  law,  the  veto  of  a  dangerous  railroad   bill,  etc. 

The  Governor  was  a  Delegate  at  large  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago  in  June, 

1884,  where  his  first  choice  for  President  wis  John 
A.  IjOgan,  and  second  choice  Chester  A.  Arthur;  but 
he  afterward  zealously  worked  for  the  election  of  Mr. 
Blaine,  true   to  his  jiarty. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  term  as:  Governor  expired  Jan.  30, 

1 885,  when  the  great  favorite  "Dick"  Oglesby  was 
inaugurated. 
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■^     ^*-  ^        (lisliinjuislied      genlleman      \v:is 

t        ^  ^•^s'l  elected     Go  verm  ir    of     Illinois 

<  November   6,    1 S88.       lie    was 

rP  ^.     popularly     kiiovvn     during    tlie 

tU"-^"'    V /!    ^  ^'     CTinpaign  as  "Private  Joe."     He 

liad  ^prved  witli  great  devotion 

to  his  country  during  the  J'e- 

bellion.     in      the     Thirtj'-third 

Illinois    Infantry.       A  native  of 

Vii'giuia,  he  w.ts  horn  in    ISJO. 

His   parents,    John    and     .Mary 

(  Daiiii'ls)  Fifer,  were  American 

i'-T"^  Ijorii.    thungh    of   (iornian     de- 

Si'^^  scent.      His  father  was    a   lirick 

"^  and  .stone  m.ason.    and    an   old 

Henry   C'hiy    Whig   in    polilics.     .Tohn    and    IMary 

Fifei-  had  nine  children,   of  whom  .losepli  was    the 

sixth,  and   nnlnr.ally  with  ^o   large  a  family   it  w.'is 

all  the  father  could  <h.  to  keep  the   wolf   from    the 

door;  to   sa\'   nothing  of  giving  his  children    an\  - 

thing  like  gotxl  educational  advantages. 

Young  ,Iosc]ih  attended  school  some  in  Vir- 
ginia, hut  it  w.os  not  a  good  school,  and  when 
liis  father  reni(jve<l  to  the  West,-in  1857,  Joseph  h:iil 
not  advanced  much  further  than  the  "First  Reader." 


Our  suliject  was  si.\t(>en  then  and  suffered  a  great 
misfortune  in  the  loss  of  his  mother,  .\fter  the  death 
of  >h>.  Fifer,  which  occurred  in  Mis.-ouri,  the 
family  leturned  to  ^'irgil^a,  hut  remained  only  a 
short  time,  as  dniinu  the  same  year  Mr.  Fifer 
came  to  Illinois.  Ho  settled  in  McLean  County  and 
started  a  brickyard.  1  lei'c  Joseph  and  his  broth- 
ers were  |iut  to  wcuk.  'I'he  elder  Fifer  sfMiii 
bought  a  farm  near  Uloomington  and  liegau  life  as 
an  agriculturalist.  Here  Joe  worked  and  attended 
the  neighboring  school.  He  alternated  farui-\\  ork. 
brick-laying,  and  going  to  the  district  school  for 
the  succeeding  few  years.  It  was  all  woik  and  no 
play  for  Joe,  yet  it  by  in^  moans  made  a  didl  b(.iy 
of  him.  All  the  time  he  w.a.s  thinking  of  the  great 
woilil  outside,  of  which  he  had  caught  a  glimpse 
when  coming  from  A'irginia,  yet  he  did  not  know 
just  how  he  was  going  to  get  out  into  it.  He 
eouhl  not  feel  that  the  woods  around  the  new 
farm  ami  the  log  cabin,  in  which  the  family  lived, 
were  to  hold   him. 

The  op|>ortunitj'  to  get  out  into  the  world  was 
soon  offered  to  young  .Too.  He  traveled  a  dti/.en 
miles  barefoot,  in  company  with  hi^  bi-otlier  (!eorge, 
and  enlisted  in  Company  C,  •'5."id  Illinois  Infantry; 
he  being  then   twenty   years   old.      In   a    few    da\s 


184 


JOSETII     AV.  FTFF'.R. 


tlie  rcgiiDcut  wns  sent  to  Cam])  Riitler,  aiKl  then 
over  into  Missouri,  :m<l  s:iw  some  vigorous  service 
tliere.  After  .1  second  time  lielpiiig'  tocliiise  I'rice 
out  cif  IMissouri,  tlie  ')'3i\  Kegiiiicnl  went  down 
to  Millikcn's  I>oiid,.ind  for  several  weeks  "  Private 
Joe"  worked  on  Grant's  famous  ditcii.  The  regi- 
ment, then  joined  tlie  forces  operating  against  Port 
Giltson  and  Vickslnug.  Joe  was  on  guard  duty  in 
tlie  front  ditches  when  the  Hag  of  surrender  was 
run  up  on  the  Uh  of  July,  and  stuck  the  |ia\-onet 
of  his  gun  into  the  eDihankmont  and  wont  into  the 
cit3'  wilh  the  vanguard  of  Union  soldiers. 

The  next  day,  Jul}'  5,  the  33d  joined  the  force 
after  Johnston,  who  had  been  threatening  Grant's 
rear;  and  finally  an  assault  was  made  on  him  at 
Jackson,  Miss.  In  tliis  charge  •'Private  Joe"  fell,  ter- 
ribly' wounded.  lie  was  loading  his  gun  when  a 
minie-ball  struck  him  and  ji.assed  entirely  througli 
his  body.  Fie  was  regarded  as  mortally  wounded. 
Ills  brollier,  George,  who  had  been  made  a  Lieu- 
tenant, proved  to  lie  the  means  of  saving  his  life. 
TheSnrgeoii  told  him  unless  lii'  luid  ici'  his  ln'<ither 
Joecnuld  not  li\e.  II  was  (ifly  miles  to  llic  nearest 
(loiiit  wlieic  ice  could  be  obtfiined,  and  the  ro.ids 
were  rough.  A  coniiade,  a  McLean  county  m.'in,  who 
had  been  wounde(l,  offere<l  to  make  the  trip.  An 
ambulance  was  secured  and  the  brother  soldier 
Started  on  the  journey.  He  ri'lnrned  with  the  ice. 
but  the  tri[),  owing  to  the  roughness  of  the  roads, 
was  ver^'  hard  on  him.  After  a  few  months'  care- 
ful nursing  Mr.  Fifer  was  able  to  come  home.  The 
33d  came  home  on  a  furlough,  and  when  the 
boys  were  re.ady  to  return  to  the  tented  field, 
young  Fifer  was  readv  to  go  with  them;  for  he  was 
determined  to  finish  his  term  of  three  years.  lie 
was  mustered  out  in  Octolier,  1801,  having  been 
in    the  service   three  years  and  two  nK>nths. 

"Private  Joe"  came  out  of  the  armj'  a  tall, 
tanned,  and  awkward  young  man  of  twenty-four. 
About  all  he  possessed  was  ambition  to  be  some- 
body— and  pluck.  Though  at  an  age  when  most 
men  have  finished  their  college  course,  the  j'oung 
soldier  saw  that  if  he  was  to  bo  anybody'  he  must 
have  an  education.  Yet  he  had  no  means  tii  ena- 
ble him  to  enter  school  as  most  ^-oung  iiieii  <lo. 
He  was  determined  to  have  an  education,  however, 
and  that  t<,(  him  ine.uit  success.      For  the  following 


four  years  he  struggled  with  his  books.  He  entered 
^Vesleyan  Univcrsit}-  Jan.  1,  1HC5.,  He  was  not  a 
iirilliaiit  student,  being  neither  at  the  head  nor  the 
foot  of  his  class.  He  was  in  great  earnest,  how- 
ever, studied  hard  and  came  forth  with  a  well- 
stored  and  disci|)linod  mind. 

lmme<liately  after  being  graduated  he  entered 
an  oflice  at  IJloomington  as  a  law  student,  lie  had 
already  read  law  some,  and  as  he  continued  to  work 
hard,  with  the  SiMir  of  poverty  and  promptings  of 
ambition  ever  with  him,  he  was  ready  to  hang  out 
his  professional  shingle  in  1809.  P.eing  trust- 
wortiiy  he  soon  gathered  about  him  some  influen- 
tial friends.  In  1S71  he  was  elected  Corporation 
Counsel  of  Bloomington.  In  1S72  he  was  elected 
State's  Attorney  of  McLean  Count}'.  This  ollicc 
he  held  for  eight  years,  when  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  State  Senate.  Ibiie  he  served  for  four  years. 
His  ability  to  peit'onn  abundance  of  liard  woi  k 
inadc  him  a  most  valued  mcinlMM-  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

I\lr.  Fifer  was  niarrieil  in  1X70  to  Ciertie.  daugh- 
ter of  AVilliam  . I.  Lewis,  of  liloomiiigton.  .Air. 
Fifer  is  six  feet  in  height  anil  is  sjiare.  weigliiug 
only  l.jd  pounds.  He  has  a  >w;iilhy  complexion, 
keen  black  eyes,  quick  movement,  and  possesses  a 
frank  ami  sympathetic  nature,  and  naturally  makes 
friends  wherever  he  goes.  During  the  late  Guber- 
natorial campaign  his  visits  throughout  the  State 
proved  a  great  [lower  in  his  behalf.  His  ha|)py 
faculty  of  winning  the  contidence  and  good  wishes 
of  those  with  whom  becomes  in  [lersonal  contact  is  a 
source  of  great  jiopularity,  especially  duringa  [loiit- 
ical  baltle.  As  a  speaker  he  is  lluent,  his  language 
is  good,  voice  clear  and  agreealile,  and  manner 
forcible.  His  manifest  earnestness  in  what  hes.ays 
as  well  as  his  tact  as  a  public  speaker,  and  his  elo- 
quent and  forceful  langu.age,  makes  him  a  most 
valuable  camjiaign  or.ator  and  a  [)0\verfnl  pleader 
at  the  bar.  At  the  I{e(>ublican  State  ('onveiition. 
held  in  May,  ISSS,  .Mr.  Fifer  w:ts  chosen  .as  its  candi- 
date for  Governor.  He  proved  a  po|)nlar  nominee, 
and  the  name  of  "Private  Joe"  became  familiar 
to  everyone  throughout  the  State.  He  wagcil  a 
vigorous  campaign,  was  elected  by  a  good  niMJorit\. 
and  in  due  time  assumed  the  duties  of  the  Chief 
Executive  of  Illinois. 
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«  INT"RODLJQT:"ORY.y^ 


\^HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the    duty    of   the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
yroy  '  _.■       pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 

^/^'' ""-  ^  ".rf^^^  J  ;•  of  their  early  settlement, 
-  -ir^  and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  whicli  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  )nay  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
of  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  tliat  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  .early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

Tobe  forgotten  has  beep  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  .\11  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  pcrserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuiile  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Th-;  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  tiieir  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those   people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  tht 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  i?  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  sonietliing  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  AH 
tliese  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  e.K- 
treme,  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  tlie  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  interded  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity  ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpctuoung 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  tlie  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  iiis 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  jjortraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  tiieir  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  tliem,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whoae  lives- 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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.^  ■^'"SS^f '/■^■'^Ii:.S  S.  SC(.)X('K.      It  i>  n  liiiin-  '  i,(  Am.  ri,a,  niKl    inoic   especially  in   KciUueky.  of 

•^•'■'    '.     '.r""i':   tostiinoiiinl  to  Ihe  wort  li  anil  (  hnr-  '  wljieli    St^ite    lliP_\-ivrn'  early  setll'.'v-.     'i'lie   grcnt- 

.f  ■'    ';''  .'/J  j  i'v*'''  :i(-t.-r   ol'   tin's  eiti/.eii   t(.)   pi-'.-fiil  '  i;i:iii;l!'a!licr  of  the  snliject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of 

';■     -       -Vj     -;:        his    |"irti-aii   aii.l    liiomaphv   on  I  the  earliest  settlers  of    Hoiirhon    Conntv,  where   he 

^^' ^';-    :    ,  '<'■*._.     these,  the  oiienin.u-   pau'es   (,)('   tlie  ]  lived    In  a  hi;j' house,  htiiil    csiiceially  to    resist   the 

^fr^'--.-'S^-'    ,.,:■'     Ai.i-.iM     of    N'eianilioii    t'eiunly.  |  (le[irc(l-iti>',iis    of    the    Inilians.     Tliere   ueie    eight, 

Or    the  many  citizens  of  Carn.'ii  j  lirovhers,  an'l  they  were  among    the    hiave   settlers 

'I'ownship     none      were      hetter  ''  who  recjaiiiie'l  thai   iicnntirul  connlry  fiom  the  sav- 

knov.n  Ol'  more  highly  esteemed  i  ages,  ami  in  so  ()oing   are  entitle.]    to  the  thniiks  of 

than    this    gentleman,  who    wis  j  u.gra'.efnl  nation.  Xearly  all  of  these  lirolliers  enii- 

l.ovn    near    I'.rook's   Point,   Ver-  j  grated  South  and  "West.    There  is  a  large  family  of 

milion    Co.unty.    No\-.    N.  l.s:5!.  |  this  name  in '{"ex,MS.  .lames  S.  Sebiico'.s  father,  Sam- 

saS'?^^  "i"l   ''''■'!    ^^'P'-   -'■  l.'<.'^.'<.  "t   1'|^  '  uel.  was  horn  in  l!onrl)on  Connty.  Kv.      He    lived 

^■r*i'"^  age    of     lifty-seveii     yeai's.       In  '  in    the   county    of    hi>  hirlh    until    1  .si's,  when    he 

^^00  childhood    he   attended  the  puh-  !  removed  Ui  tiiis   .Stale,  .and    in    the    f.illowing  year 

'*'^"  lie  scIkioN.  as  well  as  those  more  j  located  in  N'ermilion  (oiinly.      Ilis  wife  e.ame  m  i!!i 

advanced,  at    Danville,  receiving   a   lihei-.al   edne.i-  her   paieiits   t.)   the   vicinit\-   of    Urook's    Point,   in 

tion.     Ills  father   and    mother   were    .Samuel    and  !  1 S20.  lii-r  mairiaL'e  ocni-ring  at  licit   pLace  the  fol- 

Nancy  (Waters)  Sconce,  holh    nati\es  of   lioiirhon  lowing  yi'ar.      Samuel  Sconce  engaged    in  fnrmini!-, 

Connt\-,  Ky.,  the  liirlli  of  the  former   tieeuriin^    in  and  from  sOjrt  to  finish  was  successful.     In  l.SfiV  Jip 

1.S(I2.  while  the  mother  was  horn  six  years  Later.  '  cngag(-d    in  the   mercantile    luisine-s    in    Indianohi, 

Tlie  chler  Ml.  and  Mrs.  Si'once  removed   to   Illi-  i  under   the    lirni    name   of    IS.ailey   >t-   Sconce.      This 

nftis    in    1S'2S.  a.nd   settled    in  ^'ermiliou  C'oiuity  in  \  lirm    continued    to    ilo   laisiness    until    the   liig  tire. 

\^2U:      '.hey  ha. 1  three   children,  who  grew  to  ma-  j  which  destroyed  their  , -tuck.      Mr.  Sconce  then    re- 

lurity.  namely:    .lames  S..  .Vmcrica  .1..  and  Thom;i-  j  tired  from  active  life,  and   died    'an.  ;i,  1871.  leav- 

J.     Aiueriea  .1.,  is    the   widow    of   Oliver   t'aUcrl,  \  iug    lii'hind    him    a  repulation    (jf    which   anv    luai) 

and  now  makes  hei'  home   at    the    n'sideuce   of   her  might  Ik-  proud,      in  lM:i  he  took  a  dieive  of   2<)(l 

hrother,  lately   deceased.     TlH.nna,   .1.  died    in    this  !.,i    cattle   to    Phila  l.'Iphia,  where    he   .^ild   half  of 

e.unty.  .l.an.  I.  1  .s.s,-<.  v/liile  the  falhei-   p.isM-d  awa.\-  tluia    and    <lro\-e    the   rest  to  New  Yoit.  returning 

ill  .lauuary.  1  .S7  I.      The  molher  is  still  living,  with  the  entile  distance  on    foot.      lie   also    hauled    pro- 

ihe   v.idow   of    her    sou.   at   the  advanced    age   of  duee  to  Chicago  in  the  e.arly  day-. 

"iglily-nnc  }'ears.  |        On    Xoxcinlui    1!.    ],s;i],   .lames  S.  Sconce   was 

'1  he  Sconces  were  [irominent  in  the  early  history  i  born,  in  thi-  county,  and  was  one  of  its    first  cliil- 
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flreii  l)orn.  Iln  was  early  taught  iiuhistry.  and  l)e- 
injf  rc;irfid  upon  a  farm  was  conscfuiciilly  used  to 
hard  work.  He  remained  witli  his  pnrenls  nnlil  he 
was  twentv-fonr  years  of  aeo.  when  lie  engaged  as 
a  clerk  in  tlie  store  of  ]5ailev  <.V'  tSc-once,  drawing  a 
salary  of  $oOO  a  year  for  four  years.  In  18.50  he 
went  to  Kansns.  where  he  pre-empted  IGO  acres  in 
l^yon  County,  and  at  the  end  of  three  months  ho 
traded  this  piece  of  land  for  a  similar  tract  in  Illi- 
nois. Here  commenced  his  career  as  a  stockman 
and  drover.  During  this  time  he  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  his  estimable  wife,- Miss  Emma  San- 
dusk}',  or  as  her  father  wrote  it  -  So<lowsky."  .She 
was  the  only  daughter  of  the  well-known  Short- 
horn breeder  of  Carroll  Township.  After  marriage 
Mr.  Sconce  lived  one  j'ear  with  his  father-in-law, 
when  he  located  on  the  present  homestead,  reniain- 
ing  there  until  the  da}-  of  hi,-^  death.  He  worked 
S3'slematically.  and  to  this  may  be  attributed  bis 
success.  At  any  rate  he  became  wcalthv,  and 
when  he  died  was  the  owner  of  2,100  acres  of  the 
most  desirable  land  in  tiie  county.  Upon  this  he 
built  an  elegant  home,  said  to  be  the  finest  country 
house  to  be  seen  in  the  Stale.  It  is  a  large  struct- 
ure, built  of  brick,  beautifully  located  on  a  slight 
elevation,  while  the  surroundings  are  all  that  an 
admirer  of  the  beautiful  could  picture.  Giant 
trees  shade  the  grounds,  and  what  nature  has 
omitted  art  has  supplied.  The  lawns  and  gardens 
are  laid  out  artisticallj',  adding  to  the  beauty  and 
picturesqueness  of  the  landscape,  and  making  it  a 
"thing  of  beauty"  not  excelled  in  this  great  State 
of  Illinois.  The  place  is  called  "  Fairview,"  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mrs.  Sconce.  The  house  is  heated  by 
the  l\utan  system,  and  every  room  is  supplied  with 
hot  and  cold  water,  while  the  spacious  iKulors  and 
corridors  are  illuminated  by  gas. 

When  Mr.  Sconce  died  he  left  a  fortune  variousl}' 
estimated  at  from  $200,000  to  ¥300.000,  every 
cent  of  which  w.as  accumulated  by  judicious  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  It  will  be  man}-  years  be- 
fore the  recollection  of  this  good  man  will  fade 
from  the  memories  of  the  people.  His  life  was 
simple  and  his  methods  straightforward,  his  manner 
gentle,  kind  hearted  to  the  poor,  indulgent  to  the 
werik,  charitable  to  the  erring,  and  his  memory  like 
a   sweet    fragrance    ascends    on    high.       Generous 


friend,  kind  husband,  noble  citizen,  and  sincere 
Christian,  the  world  is  better  for  thy  living,  and 
the  tlowiMS  of  a  sweet  meiiioiy  will  ever  blossom 
upon  thy  grave. 

Like  his  ilhisliious  ancestors  Mr.  Sconce  was  a 
fine  looking,  active  man.  He  had  keen  blue  eyes, 
a  personal  characteristic  so  marked  in  his  family, 
and  was  of  a  sanguine  temperament.  A  lifetime  of 
usefulness  and  business  activity  had  developed  in 
him  good  judgment,  and  as  he  became  older  his 
attention  was  directed  closely  toward  the  things 
reverded  in  Holy  Writ.  He  was  a  consistent 
and  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcojial 
Church.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat  from  con- 
viction and  from  principle.  In  18S2  ho  consented 
to  run  for  the  State  Senate,  making  a  brilliant  can- 
vass and  running  ahead  of  his  ticket.  He  served 
as  Township  Supervisor,  and  always  evinced  a 
deei)  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  especially  in  the 
welfare  of  his  townshiii,  his  county  and  his  State. 
His  library  w.as"  tilled  with  choice  and  valuable 
works,  especially  those  treatingH|)un  the  tariff,  a 
question  which  was  stuilied  by  him  with  deep  in- 
terest, he  believing  with  other  lending  Democrats, 
in  a  tariff'  for  revenue  only. 

In  matters  pertaining  to  schools  he  took  a  great 
intf  rest.  For  several  years  i)rior  to  his  death  he 
was  a  Regent  of  the  "Wesleyan  I'niversity  of 
]>loomington.  111.,  which  was  financially  favored 
by  his  generosity.  As  a  husband  and  father  he 
was  most  loving  and  devoted.  As  a  result  of  his 
wec'lock  two  children  were  born:  Anna,  who  was 
a  student  of  Morgan  i'ark  two  years,  and  of  AVes- 
leyan  University  one  year;  and  Harvey  J.,  a  bright 
lad  of  fourteen  years.  He  was  greatly  attached  to 
his  children,  and  in  them  was  centered  his  Hreat 
love.  The  poor  young  farmer  and  business  man, 
who  is  almost  discouraged  in  life,  will  miss  in  Mr. 
Sconce  a  friend,  for  it  was  one  of  his  salient  char- 
acteristics to  help  those  who  would  hel[)  themselves, 
and  as  an  illustration  of  this,  it  m.ay  be  staled  that 
his  will  jjrovided  that  those  who  owed  him  on 
loans,  should  be  allowed  to  pay  his  estate  in  small 
yearly  installments,  that  they  might  not  l>e  dis- 
tressed. 

lie  was  buried  with  ^Ia>unic  honors  at  the  Wood- 
lawn  Cemetery.     The  funeral  was   attended   by  an 
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itnmense  Uiroiig,  niicl  the  procession  was  headed  hy 
•200  Masons  in  mourning,  and  was  over  tiircc  miles 
in  length,  the  largest  funeral  line  evt-r  seen  in  ^'er- 
milion  County.  It  was  remarked  liy  one  who 
knew  ]Mr.  Sconee  well  that  -a  secret  society  which 
commanded  the  fealty  of  a  man  like  James  Sconce 
must  have  something  in  it."  If  he  loved  ]\la- 
sonry  it  was  equally-  true  that  tiie  Masons  loved 
him.  To  his  faithful  wife  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band was  sad  Ijcyond  expression.  -'Sorrows  come 
not  single."  A  less  noble  woman  would  have  given 
up  to  despairing  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  her  husband, 
her  father,  and  her  mother  within  the  s])ace  of  one 
short  year.  Of  true  Christian  grace  and  motherly 
heart  she  bore  up  bravely  in  her  bereavement,  fully 
determined  henceforth  to  give  up  her  life  to  her 
Master,  and  to  the  welfare  of  her  children.  As 
before  stated  she  is  the  only  living  child  of  llarvcy 
Sandusk}'  and  Susan  Baum.  Coming  from  illus- 
trious ancestors,  an  effort  will  be  made  to  herewith 
present  a  few  faots  in  regard  to  each  of  her  jiarents. 
In  the  3'ear  of  1721  there  came  to  America  an 
exile  from  Poland,  of  noble  birtii  and  proud  s|iirit, 
and  lofty  patriotism.  Me  headed  a  rebellion  against 
the  desi)Otisni  of  Ivussia  and  her  allies  in  the  dis- 
graceful oppression  of  the  defeated  but  not  subdued 
Poles.  Fortius  brave  act  he  was  exiled  and  came 
to  Richmond.  Va.  'i'hat  noble  man  was  .James 
Sodowsky,  who  afterward  married  the  sister  of 
Gov.  Inslip,  of  the  Colony  of  Yiiginia,  and  from 
them  descended  Harvey  Sandusky,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Sconce,  ^fen  of  courage  and  force  of  cliar- 
acter,  the  family  has  been  re[)rescnteil  in  every  for- 
ward movement  of  civilization  in  this  great  coun- 
try for  more  than  a  century':  with  the  gallant  [>io- 
neers  in  beating  back  the  savages  of  the  wilderness; 
with  the  brave  Continentals,  battling  for  freedom 
in  the  heroic  days  of  '76;  at  the  front  in  the  War 
of  1812;  with  Daniel  ]>oone  in  the  wild  Kentucky, 
where  the  grandfather  of  Harvey  settled  just  after 
the  close  of  the  llevolutionar^'  AVar.  His  father, 
Abraham  Sandusky,  was  born  there,  and  married 
Miss  .lane  McD(jwell,  who  bore  him  eight  children. 
Ilarvry  boinu  ih'  eldest.  In  18ol  he  removed 
iiiini  Kentucky  to  Illinois,  and  settled  with  his 
laiiiily  on  the  l.iltle  A'ermilion  River,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  His  oldest  son, 


Harvey,  was  born  in  Bourbon  County,  Ky..  May 
17,  1817,  and  came"  to  Illinois  with  Jiis  father,  lit- 
erally growing  up  with  the  country.  In  his  twenty- 
fourth  year  he  was  married  to  Susan,  daughter  of 
Charles  and.  Susan  Baum,  who  had  emigrated  from 
Ohio  and  settled  on  the  Little  Vermilion  River. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Sandusky  located  on  the  es- 
tate which  has  since  become  so  famous  as  '•^Vood- 
hiwii  Stock  Farm."  Here,  by  intelligent  and  indus- 
trious use  of  their  opportunities,  he  and  his  faithful 
wife  built  uj)  a  princely  home,  and  surrounded  it 
with  an  abundance  that  enaldcd  thoni  to  dispense 
the  largest  charity  and  most  unbounded  hospitality. 
Mrs.  Sandusk}'  was  converted  to  Christianity  in 
iiei-  girlhood,  and  rejoiced  in  the  hope  of  an  im- 
mortal life. 

In  the  old  famil}-  Bible  is  found  this  record: 
••Harvey  Sodowsky  this  day  found  i)cace  with 
(4od,  March  1.5,  1858."  For  forty  years  their's 
was  a  house  of  prayer.  To  them  were  born  three 
children:  The  oldest  died  in  infancy;  the  second 
is  Eninin,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Gilbert,  the  third  child  and  only  son.  <lied  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-three  years.  Harvey  San- 
dusky die<l  on  Saturdaj',  Dec.  18,  18SG,  and  the 
following  Tuesday  was  buried  bj-  the  side  of  his 
son  in  the  beautiful  AVoodlawn  Cemetery,  whicii  he 
had  selected  and  donated  to  the  public.  '-Uncle 
Harvey,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  was  in  many 
respects  a  noble  man.  There  is  aUv.iys  good  in  a 
lieart  that  is  always  tender,  and  his  was  a  very  ten- 
der heart.  To  feed  the  hungry,  to  clothe  and  help 
the  need}-,  afforded  him  the  greatest  pleasure.  The 
foot-sore  itinerant,  whose  horse  had  died,  was  tjiken 
to  the  stables  and  told  to  "select  the  best  nag  in 
the  lot,"  without  pay  or  promise.  That  preacher 
was  sent  on  his  way  rejoicing,  and  thereby  the 
Gospel  was  spread  to  those  beyond.  By  him  the 
homeless  were  sheltered,  the  friendless  cheered,  and 
the  wretched  soothed. 

He  was  a  very  successful  nuui  in  business,  was 
enterprising  and  public  spirited.  In  the  stalls  and 
ou  the  fields  at  Woodlawn  ;ue  pjrliaps  the  finest 
specimens  of  Short-horn  cattle  in  America,  if  nut 
in  the  woild.  For  fifty  j'ears  he  had  been  inteiested 
ill  raising  and  exhibiting  fine  stock.  Xo  .man  in 
America   has   been  more  successful  than  he,  as  the 
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\)reiniiiin  lists  of  principal  f:iiis  will  :*liow.  l">i- 
flcnllj'  lie  has  aiMod  untold  liilu's  to  liic  pi'iier.il 
conimnnity  liy  his  (.'nteriirisf  in  this  pniticniar.  I'.iit 
his  work  is  (lc>no.  and  tlie  toils  of  his  busy  life  have 
eiasofl.  The  familiar  (ii;iire  lias  (Iroi)pe(l  out  of  Uio 
jiicturc  of  this  life,  anil  let  us  hope  that  it  Iims 
(Iroppofl  into  the  life  that  lies  beyond  the  (jtlu  r 
shore.  His  home  is  lonely  without  hitn.  his  fam- 
ily mourn  him,  his  neighbors  will  miss  him,  his 
friends  regret  his  abscnee.  but  ••C;o<l  dtietli  ail 
things  well."— (Extract  from  the  Rev.  ('•.  A.  Fra- 
sier.)  His  wife,  .Susan  Sandusky,  came  from  an 
equally  illustrious  family.  .Slie  was  the  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Sarah  (^Mojer)  liaum.  Tiie}'  were 
likewise  Volish  patriots,  and  by  the  Uussian  au- 
thorities banished  from  their  native  laud.  'J'licv 
for  a  few  years  lived  in  (Germany,  and  then  emi- 
grated to  the  Colony  of  Virgini.a.  'J'liis  nobic  ex- 
ile and  progenitor  of  the  liannis  of  A'ermiliou 
County,  was  Charles  Baum.  t!io  great-graiulfatliLT 
of  ^Irs.  Emma  Sconce.  He  married  Miss  15arl)ara 
McDonald,  a  relative  of  the  brave  Gen.  iMcDonald. 
"of  Marion's  army.  Ho  eiitored  tlie  Colonial  forces. 
and  served  on  reserve  duty  in  protecting  the 
frontier.  Afti'r  tlie  war  he  settled  in  Ihicks  Couiitv. 
.Slid  the  year  following  AVayne's  trealA-  with  tlic 
Indians,  sailed  down  the  Ohio  River  witli  his  fam- 
ily. They  landed  at  the  mouth  of  IJullskin  Creek, 
and  there,  close  to  what  is  now  the  river  town  of 
Cliilo,  established  the  first  seltleinent  in  tlio  Ter- 
ritory of  Ohio.  One  of  his  sons  was  Charles  IJaum, 
Mrs.  Sconce's  grandfather.  He  married  Susan, 
daughter  of  John  Moycr.  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
who  fought  many  years  under  the  immediate  eoni- 
maiid  of  Oen.  Washington. 

John  i\Ioycr  lived  in  I'ennsj'lvania  some  time 
after  the  war,  then  removed  to  Ohio,  of  which 
State  he  also  was  an  earlj'  pioneer.  Charles  Baum, 
the  grandsire  of  !Mrs.  Sconce,  came  to  Vermilion 
County  in  IS.'JO.  He  lived  to  be  ninetj--six  years 
old,  had  prospered  well,  and  was  a  consistent 
Christian.  From  the  Rev.  O,  A.  Frasier  we  quote 
the  following  concerning  ]Mrs.  Susan  Sandusky. 
"Our  community  is  again  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
a  most  estimable  lady,  who  fell  asleep  at  her  home 
near  Indianola.  March  21.  1888.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  aivl  Susan  Baum,  born  in  Claremout 


County.  Ohio,  Sept.  25,  1818.  She  was  converted 
and  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  wIkii 
(piite  young,  and  was  married  IMay  •>(),  1 8  10.  Her 
life  was  singularly  pure  and  excmiilaiy.  and  she 
adorned  those  stations  in  which  true  womanhood 
shines  the  brightest.  As  a  wife,  mother,  friend 
and  neighbor  she  was  indeed  a  model  woman. 
None  doubted  the  genuineness  of  her  Christian  ex- 
perience. Always  consistent,  always  true,  she  was 
a  power  for  good  in  the  comnuinit}-.  Her  chari- 
ties and  uniform  kiirdiicss  ff>r  the  poor  had  wfni  for 
her  the  love  of  all  who  knew  her.  Her  devotion 
to  duty,  and  her  unswerving  fidelitj'  had  won  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all.  She  was  not  only 
ready,  but  willing  to  die.  In  a  conversation  a  few- 
days  before  her  death  she  expressed  a  desire  to 
'reach  her  Father's  house.'  She  leaves  liiit  one 
child  to  mourn  her  absence  from  the  old  home- 
stead. 3Irs.  James  S.  Sconce,  the  only  remain- 
ing child  was  with  her  mother  during  her  last  ill- 
ness, faithfully,  lovingly  attending  to  every  want, 
and  tearfully  watching  the  slowly  ebbing  tide  of 
life  till  all  was  still  in  death.  In  tliis  glial  be- 
reavement Mrs.  Sconce  has  the  sympathy-  of  the 
entire  community.  The  old  homestead  is  left  deso- 
late. A  famil}-  has  passed  from  earlli.  \\\;  hope 
that  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  the\-  are  again 
united." 

^h's.  Emma  Sconce  was  born  in  the  old  Ilarvev 
Sandusky  homestead,  better  known  under  the  name 
of  •'Woodlawu,"  a  name  suggested  liy  her  for  her 
father's  large  farm,  which  was  so  famous  in  pro- 
ducing herds  of  itrize-winning  Short-horn  cattle. 
Here  she  grew  u[)  under  the  inlluences  of  a  Chris- 
tian home,  attending  Georgetown  Academy  for 
some  time.  Her  loyaltj'  has  marked  her  entire  ca- 
reer from  childhood  to  widowhood.  As  the  wife 
of  James  S.  Sconce  she  was  ever  a  most  worthv, 
affectionate,  and  loving  companion;  as  mistress  of 
the  "Fairview"  mansion  she  is  modest,  kind,  gen- 
erous and  hospitable;  while  the  taste  with  which 
the  mansion  is  furnished  reflects  gre.at  credit  upon 
its  mistress.  .She  possesses  a  great  deal  of  knowl- 
edge, general  and  si)ecial,  and  is  respected  and  es-  ■ 
teemed  by  all  who  know  her.  Sjie  is  a  devout 
Christian,  and  rich  and  ])oor  alike  are  graced  by 
her   favors.     She   deeply   mourns   the  loss  of  her 
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husband,  for  tlieif  niaiiinge  provcil  to  be  a  most 
lifipjij'  one.  Sbe  is  truly  tlio  type  of  noble  Anicii- 
f.iu  womanhood,  and  as  a,  mother  is  fairly  wm- 
shij)ped  by  her  two  cliildren.  ami  they  in  tnrn 
.Trc  lield  most  affeetionati'l\'  dear,  llcr  uiodcsly 
])i-event.s  her  giving-  further  facts  in  rei/ard  to  her- 
self. Iler  attorney,  however,  has  furnished  the 
following  figures  concerning  her  estate:  Personal 
jtroperty  of  .lames  S.  Sconce,  deceased,  >?G2, 000 ; 
personal  property  of  Harvey  Sandusky,  deceased, 
if^COOO;  total  number  of  acres  of  land  held  by  iMrs. 
Sconce,  3,000. 

— -j^g^: 

(f^^'lRAM  ARMAXTROl'T.  In  no  portion  of 
if))  '•''^'  ^^'oi'bl  is  there  illustrated  the  result  of 
i^^'  patient  industr}'  more  foreiblj'  than  in  the 
(^)  great  West.  Could  the  youug  man  of  fifty 
years  .ago  have  had  the  power  to  look  forward  into 
the  future  and  discover  not  only  what  he  himself 
would  accomplish,  but  wh.at  would  be  done  by  his 
brother  pioneers,  he. would  have  labored  with 
greater  courage  than  lio  has  already  done;  for  no 
one  can  dispute  that  the  first  settling  up  of  this  part 
of  the  country  was  necessarily  an  experiment.  Few 
however,  stood  in  doubt  .as  to  the  final  result,  but 
fewer  still  would  have  prophesied  the  achievements 
which  have  really  been  accomplished. 

The  subject  of  this  sk»tch  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Middle  Fork  Township,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Butler  TownshiiJ  in  April,  1855.  He 
took  up  a  half-section  of  government  land,  em- 
bracing a  part  of  sections  2,  ii  and  I'i.  in  township 
22,  range  13,  before  there  had  been  any  attempt  at 
cultivation.  In  the  fall  of  18oG  he  put  up  a  small 
frame  house,  and  being  unmarried,  took  in  a  tenant, 
with  whom  he  lived.  He  had,  prior  to  this,  broken 
sixty  acres.  He  i)roceeded  with,  the  impiove- 
ments  of  his  propertj-  single-handed  until  the 
spring  of  1859,  when  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife 
and  helpmate,  iliss  Celinda  I'ugh.  They  spent  the 
first  few  years  of  their  wedded  life  in  the  little 
house,  and  in  <luo  time,  being  prosperc<l,  our  sub- 
ject was  enabled  to  cect  a  larger  dwelling.  lie 
also  built  a  good  barn  and  planted  forest  and  fruit 
trees,  which  flourished,  and  he  now  has  the  finest 
grove  in  the  neighborhood.     Heoccujiied  this  farm 


until  March.  1  .S80,  when  he  wisely  retired  fj-oin 
active  labor  and  purchased  property  in  Rossvillc, 
where  he  took  up  his  abode  and  pur|)oses  now  to 
live. 

()ur  subject  was  born  in  Moiilgcuncry  County, 
Ind..  Au^-.  12.  1S21I.  and  lived  there  until  l.s,')5 
with  his  father  and  niolhcr.  The  former.  \'alcii- 
tine  Arninutrout.  was  boru  in  IJockiiigham  County, 
Va..  April  27.  !7:t'J.  and  removed  with  his  father, 
Frederick  Armantrout,  to  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
in  1 808,  where  he  w.as  reared  to  manhood.  He 
married  JNIiss  Catherine  Kesling,  and  they  so- 
journed in  the  Buckeye  Stale  until  1828,  when  they 
removed  to  ^Montgomery  Connty,  Ind.  There  the 
father  engaged  in  farming  and  blacksmithing  com- 
bined, and  liveil  until  his  decease,  which  took  [ilacc 
JMareh  17.  184G. 

To  the  [(areiits  of  our  subject  were  born  seven 
children,  of  whom  he  w.as  the  third,  and  of  whom 
four  are  living:  Ambrose  is  a  resident  of  Chautau- 
qua County,  Kan.;  Simon  lives  in  Wa\nelowu, 
Montgomery  Co.,  Ind.;  Sarah  became  the  wife  of 
C.  S.  Bratton,  of  Rossville,  and  she  is  now  de- 
ceased. Mary  Ann  is  the  wife  of  .bunes  Applegate. 
of  this  county  ;  Melinda  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
yeais;  Henry  <lied  in  Linn  County,  Kan.,  in  1887. 
The  paternal  grandt'ather  was  a  resident  of  \"\x- 
ginia  during  the  IJevolutionary  War,  in  which  his 
father  and  two  brothers  fought,  while  he  remained 
at  home.  He  was  drafted,  but  Washington  sent 
him  home.  The  family  is  of  (ierman  descent,  and 
the  first  repre.--entative  in  this  country  settled  in 
Virginia. 

At  the  time  of  leaving  Butler  Township  Mr. 
Armantrout  was  its  oldest  living  male  resident.  One 
lady.  Mrs.  Fylcs,  had  lieeu  there  one  \ear  longer 
than  himself.  As  a  farmer  he  was  more  than  or- 
dinarily successful,  and  also  prosecuted  stock-rais- 
ing with  excellent  results.  He  w.as  prominent  in 
local  affairs,  being  the  first  Road  Commissioner  in 
the  township,  in  which  olllce  he  served  eleven  3'ears. 
He  oliiciated  as  Constable  four  3"ears,  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  seven  yc:irs.  School  Trustee  nine  3  ears, 
and  School  director  for  a  long  iieriod.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Republican. 

Of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Arman- 
trout, the   third    child,   a  son,  Harmon,  died  when 
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one  year  old.  Tlio  survivors  are  -.$0011,  Celia  M., 
Drusilla,  Carrie  and  Ida.  Scott  luarried  Mi.ss 
Kiniiia  AValLers,  and  lives  on  the  homo  farm;  Celia 
May  is  tlie  wife  of  Ira  G.  Philips,  and  the  iiiolhor 
of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Mabel;  they  live  near 
the  houicstcad.  The  others  are  unmarried  and 
remain  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Celinda  (Pujjh) 
Arniantrout  was  born  in  Warren  Cimnty,  Ind.. 
Aug.  2C.  1833,  and  is  the  daui;htir  of  Geoi'ijc 
Piigh,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  I'^lizahcth  Anderson,  and  they  reared  a 
larijc  family  of  children.  He  followed  farming  his 
entire  life,  and  after  leaving  his  native  State  sot- 
tied  near  Lebanon,  in  Warren  Countj',  Ind.,  where 
he  si>ent  his  last  dajs.  His  death  occurred  about 
lS(il,  at  the  ago  of  seventy  years. 


-;==3g^|§l-t|s==^ 


^^LlWAl  HARRISON  CRANE.  The  leading 
I  Ijl  event  in  the  life  of  this  gentleman  was  his 
^^/  birth,  wiiioh  occurred  in  Fountain  Count}', 
Ind.,  on  tlio  4tli  of  .March.  18)1.  the  day  of  the  in- 
auguration of  President  AMiliam.  Henry  Harrisoni 
and  in  honor  of  whom  the  infant  was  given  his  sec- 
ond name.  He  is  now  a  man  of  forty-eight  years, 
and  one  of  the  most  sul)slantial  farmers  of  Grant 
Township,  being  the  owner  of  ICO  acres  of  choice 
land,  pleasantly  locatwl  on  section  29,  township  23, 
range  12. 

Mr.  Crane  spent  the  first  eighteen  years  of  his 
life  in  his  native  county,  acquiring  a  (iractical  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  becoming  famil- 
iar with  farm  pursuits.  In  the  fall  of  18ij;),  leaving 
the  parent.al  roof,  he  came  to  this  county  and  as- 
sumed charge  of  the  land  which  bis  father  had  en- 
tered from  the  Government  at  ^1.25  per  acre.  He 
lioarded  at  the  house  of  a  neighbor  until  tiie  spring 
of  1 8G1 ;  then  put  up  a  house  into  which  he  removed 
with  his  yf)ung  wife,  having  been  married  Feb.  7 
of  that  year  to  Miss  Charlotte  Uowling  of  Ids  own 
count}'  in  Indiana. 

]\Ir.  ami  ^Nfrs.  Crane,  aUhotigh  removing  into  a 
more  modern  domieilo,  have  occupied  the  same 
farm  which  they  moved  upon  at  the  time  of  tlieir 
marriage.  Their  labors  and  struggles  have  been 
^imilar  to  those  of  the   [leople  around  diem;  their 


rewards  likewise.  Industry  and  economy  have  Ijcen 
repaid  fourfold,  and  now.  in  the  enjoyment  of  all 
the  comforts  of  life  and  many  of  its  luxuries,  they 
sit  under  their  own  vine  and  lig  tree  and  are  blest 
with  the  respect  of  tlieir  friends  and  neighbors. 
For  some  time  after  Mr.  Crane  settled  here  there 
were  no  neighbors  north  for  fifteen  miles,  the  near- 
est being  at  Ash  Grove.  Deer,  wolves  and  other 
wild  animals  were  plentiful,  but  these  slowly  dis- 
appeared as  the  country  liecame  settled  u[>. 

The  children  born  to  .Air.  and  :Mrs.  Crane,  eleven 
ill  number,  are  recorded  as  follows:  'i'he  two  eldest 
died  in  infancy:  Elmer  E.  was  born  ;May  28.  18(;."); 
John  N..  .Sept.  3.  18G7;  Lillian  L.,  dan.  G,  ISTii; 
Alfaretta.  Feb.  11,  1872;  Winifred.  Dec.  4,  1873; 
Morris  8.,  Nov.  2,  1870;  Mary  A.,  June  24,  1879; 
Perry  1).,  Jan.  iS.  1883;  Anna  M.,  Oct.  23,  188.5. 
The  eldest  son  living,  Elmer,  married  IMiss  Olive 
Keplinger.  is  a  resident  of  Northwest  Nebraska  and 
the  father  of  two  children.  Mrs.  Charlotte  (liow- 
ling)  Crane  was  liorn  July  3,  1843,  in  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  AVillis  P.  and 
Mary  (Bruce)  P.owling,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio. 
The  father  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Jan.  2.j, 
1816,  and  lived  there  until  a  lad  of  eight  years. 
His  parents  then  removed  to  Indiana,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father  in  Fountain  County  he  contin- 
ued on  the  farm,  where  he  reared  his  fanidy  and 
spent  Ills  last  days.  'Ihis  farm  is  located  in  ^'an 
]?uren  Township  six  miles  northeast  of  Covington. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Crane  was 
M.ary  Bruce,  and  the  parents  were  married  in  1838. 
Of  the  eight  children  born  to  them  three  are  living — 
Charlotte,  Arthur  and  Morris.  The  two  bovs  li\o 
at  the  old  farm  in  Fount.ain  Count}-.  Ind..  with  their 
father.  The  latter,  with  his  cstinialile  wife,  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  the  faniilv 
stand  high  in  their  community. 

JNIrs.  Mary  (ISruee;  JSowling  was  born  in  Law- 
rence County,  Ohio.  Jan.  21,  1817,  to  Joshua  and 
JIargaret  (Innes)  Bruce,  the  father  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cui)ation.  A\'heii  Mary  was  a  girl  of  ele\en  vears. 
they  left  the  Ihickeve  State  and  removed  to  Foun- 
tain County.  Ind.,  where  she  leniaiiied  under  the 
parental  roof  until  her  marriage. 

Joel  Crane,  the  father  of  our  sui)ject,  was  lioin 
Jan.  28,  1817,  in    Warren    County.  Oliit.)    near   iln: 
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birthplace  of  Mr.  Howling.  He  lived  there  until 
1832,  nnd  then,  a  lad  of  fifteen  years,  migrnted 
to  Fount.iin  County,  Ind.,  M-ith  his  piirents,  where 
he  was  married  and  still  lives  on  the  old  farm 
northeast  of  Covington  wliieh  his  father  took  up 
from  the  Government.  His  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Klizahetii  Jenkins,  and  they  reared  a  family  of  three 
childi'cn — Oliver  II..  Lewis  C.  and  Cyrus,  the  lat- 
ter two  of  Missouri  and  Kansas  resi)eclively.  ]\Iis. 
Eiizalieth  (Jenkins)  Crano  w,ns  born  Dec.  5,  1820, 
in  Ohio,  and  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  in 
Indiana  .Sept.  2,  1853.  She  left  the  Buekcye  State 
with  her  parents  in  1839  and  remained  witii  them 
until  her  marriage. 

IMr.  Cr.ane,  our  subject,  li.as  been  a  man  always 
full  of  business  and  one  who  has  little  resi)ect  for 
the  drones  in  the  world's  busy  hive.  He  has  kept 
himself  well  posted  ui)on  events  of  general  interest, 
and  is  one  with  whom  raay  be  spent  an  hour  verv 
pleasantly  and  profitably.  Ilis  course  in  life  has 
been  that  of  an  honest  man.  while  iiis  industry  has 
been  rewarded  with  a  eonipclcnce. 

►^5!^.  •    ■ 

Sj^  IIARLl-.S  lU'IIL.  This  gentleman  occupies 
no  unimportant  position  among  the  self- 
made  men  of  tliis  count,y  who  have  arisen 
bv  tiieir  own  efforts  from  the  foot  of  the  ladder 
and  who  by  unflagging  industry  and  perseverance 
have  accumulated  a  competence  and  in  their  later 
years  are  retired  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  it.  Mr. 
IJnlil  represents  a  goodl3'  amount  of  property- — in- 
deed is  recognized  as  a  capitalist — and  has  contrili- 
uted  his  full  quota  to  the  business  interests  of  Dan- 
ville and  vicinity.  He  comes  of  substantial  ances- 
trj'  and  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  having  been 
born  in  lUitler  County,  Feb.  8,  1812. 

Our  subject  remained  a  resident  of  his  native 
place  until  a  young  man  of  twenty  years,  acquiring 
a  practical  education  in  the  common  school  and 
l)eing  variously  occupied.  Finallj-  resolving  upon 
a  cliange  of  location,  he  made  his  way  in  18DS,  to 
Detroit  and  for  two  years  thereafter  employed 
himself  as  a  teamster.  In  the  fall  of  1848,  he  vis- 
ited Chicago  and  being  favorably  impressed  with 
the    outlook,    established  himself    in    the  hat,   cap 


and  fur  business  on  Lake  street,  second  door  west 
of  Clark  street  where  he  operated  successfully  until 
about  18.")0.  Then  .selling  out  he  invested  the 
proceeds  in  a  farm  of  097  acres,  embracing  the 
present  site  of  Kensington  and  which  he  secured 
for  the  sum  of  ri;5,000.  Nine  months  laier  he  sold 
the  bottom  land — about  300  acres — to  the  Michigan 
Central  Kaihvay  for  the  price  which  he  had  paid 
for  the  wbole.  For  about  ten  years  thereafter  he 
engaged  in  fanning,  and  then  soM  out  and  coming 
to  Danville  invested  a  portion  of  his  capital  here 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Buhl  has  been  engaged  in  diffeient  enter- 
prises since  coming  to  Danville.  He  invested  a 
portion  of  his  capital  in  the  lots  eml)racing  Nos.  117 
to  123  or.  East  I\Iain  street  where  he  has  put  up 
buildings,  the  rents  from  which  yield  him  a  hand- 
some income.  He  has  at  difl'erent  times  owned 
considerable  land  in  the  county  and  has  now  eigh- 
teen acres  of  valuable  land  just  outside  the  city 
limits.  Although  a  sound  Republican  politically 
he  has  never  sought  ofiice,  but  was  Iwic.  elected  to 
represent  his  ward  in  the  City  Council  .and  h.as 
served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  From 
these,  however,  he  withdrew  before  the  expiration 
of  his  term.  During  the  Civil  War  his  son  Sidney 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Fnion  Ainn. 

Mr.  Buhl  was  married  in  I'ennsylv.-mia  Jul\-  9, 
1834,  to  iMiss  Eliza  Ann  McConaughv,  and  they 
became  the  parents  ol  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living,  namely:  Sidney,  Frank,  Emma  and 
Laura.  Jlrs.  Buhl  was  born  in  New  Lisbon,  Ohio, 
Jan.  1,  1820,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Eliz.abeth  McConaughy,  with  whom  she  lived  in 
the  Buckeye  Sttite  until  her  marriage.  J\Ir.  McC. 
was  a  farnier  by  occu|)ation  and  the  parental  house- 
hold included  ten  children — four  sons  and  six 
daughters.  Sidney-  Buhl,  the  only  son  of  our  sub- 
ject married  jMiss  Sally  Myers  and  they  have  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Georgia;  he  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  American  Exi)ress  Corop.any.  Frank  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Louisiana  where  he  oiicrates  a  fruit  farm  and 
nursery;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  A\'illiani  Myers,  to 
whom  she  was  married  Jan.  1.  1888;  Mr.  M.,  is  em- 
ployed as  a  carriage  salesman  and  they  live  in 
Danville.  Laura  was  married  June  ,').  ]t<83,  to  .Mr. 
John  Lawrence,  a  boot  ;uul   shoe  merchant,  located 


10« 


^'KliMll.lOX  COUNTY. 


at  117  East  Main  street.      The  ilaugbtcrs  are  mem- 
beis;  of  t'.ie  Mitlioilist  E[iisfO|)!il  C'liurtU. 

Cliiistiaii  r.ulil,  the  falher  nf  our  sulijei-t-wa-  a  na- 
tive of  Gorman}',  and  cnine  to  America  when  a  younj:; 
man,  and  settled  near  Zelein<»|)le.  I'a.,  wliere  lie  on- 
gaged  in  the  nianufnclui-o  of  li;its.  He  also  tieeauie 
the  owner  of  eonsideraMe  land  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  that  viciinty.  He  liad  mar- 
ried ;\liss  Fredrika  Clearing  ami  tho}-  roared  a  fam- 
ily of  ten  chihlren,  of  whom  diaries  was  about  the 
fiftli  in  order  of  birth,  and  of  whom  seven  are  now 
living.  IMr.  Until  died  In  I'oimsyhauia  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-seven  j-ears.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  three  yeais  and  was  also  eighty-seven 
vears  old  at  the  time  of  her  deecase. 


jf/OIIN  W.  I'.ANDV.  junior  member  of  the 
tirm  (if  Smith  <t  Handy,  druggists,  is  also 
owner  of  the  liandy  ISIoek  en  N'crniiliou 
street.    Danville,  and    is    well-known  to  the 


eitizens  of  the  eity  and  vicinity  as  representing 
some  of  it.s  nidst  important  business  interests.'  lie 
is  a  native  of  this  place  and  was  born  April  8, 
1844.  Of  his  father,  William  Bandy,  one  of  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  this  county  and  an  aged  vete- 
ran of  seventy-seven  years,  a  sketch  will  bo  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

The  iirst  four  years  of  the  life  of  our  subject 
were  spent  upon  a  farm  and  then  the  family  re- 
moved to  Danville,  where  John  W.,  acquired  a 
practical  education  in  the  common  schools.  When 
approaching  manhood  he  entered  the  odice  of  the 
Danville  Platiideale)\  then  under  the  control  of 
John  Leslie  and  with  wIidui  he  leinaiiied  until  the 
oflice  was  purchased  by  Jiulge  Daniel  C'lapj). 
Young  Bandy  continued  with  the  latter  until  1804. 
That  year  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
Samuel  Humphrey  as  preceptor  and  after  a  time 
began  practicing  to  a  certain  extent.  lie,  how- 
ever, concluded  that  he  was  better  adajitcd  to 
some  other  business  than  that  of  a  physician,  which 
resolution  was  strengthened  by  his  failing  liaalth. 
He  spent  three  or  four  years  in  recuperating  and  in 
1872  eng.aged  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  E.  E.  Boudi- 
nt»t   about   five   j'cars.     At   tlie  expiration   of  this 


time  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  with  his  em- 
ployer. Throe  years  later  he  sold  out  to  ^fr.  E.  O. 
Sinilli,  a  nativeof  I  )aii  villc.  and  thooiilv  suiviv- 
ing  meinbor  of  the  family  of  (iilos  Siuitli.  Tlie.-e 
gentlemen  have  beon  iu  p.-u-tnoiship  >\\\v  that 
time  and  .Mr.  liaiidy  has  been  iu  the  .stmi!  ■>[nL-<- 
1872.  .Mr.  l)aiid\-  i■^  a  gcntlem.an  of  gie;it  eiK'r::\- 
ami  enterprise,  and  has  accumulated  a  gimd  piop- 
erty,  iiioludiiig  one  oi'  the  liuest  brick  blocks  on 
North  \'ermilioii  street  which  was  eroded  in  IS.S7. 
and  is  equi|)ped  with  all  modern  iinprciveniciits. 

j\lr.  Tjandv  was  married  in  Damille.  Seiil.  28, 
1801,  toJIiss  iMargaret  lluuiphrcy.  wh'j  became  the 
mother  of  f)ne  child  and  who  died  together  with  the 
child  in  180,5.  Our  subject  contracted  a  second  mat- 
rimonial  alliance  with  .Miss  JMary  A.  Campbell,  of 
Lafnyelte,  Ind..  Aug.  2!i.  1879.  Of  this  union  there 
was  (uie  child.  ;i  son.  Claude  \\ .,  who  was  born  Awj,. 
2!),  18,S(>.  and  is  still  living.  .Mrs.  Mary  A. 
(Cami)bell)  Bandy  was  born  June  1,  18,"j;!.  aljoiit 
fifteen  miles  southeast  of  Logansport,  Ind..  and 
spent  her  childhood  and  youth  in  Indiana.  Both 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bandy  are  members  of  i^ood  standing 
of  the  Kiudier  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  riitil 
about  180.')  Jlr.  Bandy  voted  with  the  Republican 
[larty  but  has  since  that  time  aililiated  willi  the  De- 
mocracy. He  li.as  never  h;id  any  ainljition  for  oDice. 
preferring  to  give  his  best  efforts  to  his  business 
aflaiis.  His  home  conqirisesa  neat  I'esidenee  in  the 
northeast  i)art  of  the  city  and  as  the  son  of  a  jirom- 
inent  family  he  occupies  no  secondary  position  iu 
social  and  business  circles. 


\%^  EXRY  L.  Bl'SriXELL  i'  one  of  the  leading 
'If)}'  '^'"^  successful  business  men  of  HiHipcsion. 
!*L^  He  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Xorlh  lOlevator, 
(^)  which  has  a  capacity  of  7r).(i(iO  bushels,  Ik- 
also  owns  several  other  largo  elevators  on  the  line 
of  the  Chicago  ik  Eastern  Illinois  Ivailrnad.  He  is 
also  general  agent  fo,r  the  l.razil  Block  Coal  Cnm- 
pany,  handling  from  2,000  to  .'5.000  ears  yoarlw 
besides  his  local  trade. 

Mr.  Bushnoll  was  born  Oct.  2,  1813.  near  what  is 
now  Dunlap,  111., and  there  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  left  school  to  enter  the  arm\-.      He  enlisted 


VERMILION  COUNTV. 


199 


on  July  2,  18G2,  in  Company  K,  77tli  Illinois  In- 
fantry. This  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  l.illi 
Army  C'oips,  uiigiuall\-  under  Clen.  Smilli,  hut 
wliicli  was  Jallcrly  nnile!'  the  command  of  (kii. 
r.-inks.  and  participated  in  the  liatlles  of  lilack 
Uivcr,  .laekson.  Champion  Iliil,  IJlaek  Kiver  15ridgc, 
the  siege  of  Viekshurg,  and  al.-o  in  the  entire  cam- 
paign which  resulted  in  the  opening  of  the  ]Missis- 
si|>pi  Ix'iver.  At  Viekshurg  he  was  wounded  on  the 
■22d  of  lAIay,  18G3.  in  the  left  knee,  after  which  he 
was  in  the  field  hospital  until  hi>  recovery.  The 
last  seventeen  months  of  the  service  he  w.as  Second 
Lieutenant  of  his  company.  While  on  the  ex(»edi- 
tion  with  Banks  nj)  the  Red  River,  he  was  ca.[>- 
tiircd  at  Manslield.  La.,  April  8,  1SG4,  and  taken  tu 
Cam[)  Ford.  Tyler.  Tex.,  and  was  there  held  until 
the  close  of  the  w,u.  Whilca  prisoner  of  war  he  suf- 
fered untold  hanl-hiii.-.  which  imi)aired  his  health. 
Ihe  etTects  of  which  he  feels  to  this  d.a^y.  After  his 
release  he  joined  his  regiment  at  Molide,  Ala..  Jan- 
nary,  ISG.J,  ))ut  remained  there  lull  a  few  days  when 
he  proceeded  to  SI.  Lonis.  where  he  was  properly 
exchanged.  Ilevchc  was  detailed  on  Gen.  Dodge's 
staff,  remaining  on  this  duty  until  Aug.  1,  when  he 
was  mustered  out  of  the  ser\  ice  having  .'Jerved  for 
several  months  more  than  his  regular  enlistment. 
After  leaving  the  arm^-  he  relumed  to  Peoria.  111., 
and  eng.aged  in  the  lumber  business  with  his  father. 
In  this  he  continued  for  some  time,  having  an  ex- 
tensive trade,  and  becoming  accustomed  to  railroad 
liusiness  in  the  mean  time,  he  was  appointed  Assis- 
tant tleneral  Freight  Agent  of  the  Chicago  & 
Eastern  Illinois  Railroad,  with  headquarters  at  Ter- 
re  Haute.  lie  continued  in  this  capacity  for  five 
years,  when  in  July  1883,  he  resigned  and  rcmcjved 
to  Hoo])estou  whcie  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
bu.--iness.  and  it  is  not  too  Iiroad  an  assertion  to 
state  th.at  he  transacts  more  l)u=ine.>s  than  an \-  other 
man  in  Eastern  Illinois. 

Mr.  l.ushnell  has  served  his  city  as  Jl.ayor  for 
two  terms  and  for  one  terra  has  been  an  Alderman. 
He  has  also  served  five  years  on  the  Board  of  Ivlu- 
calion,  of  which  he  is  now  President.  He  has  never 
aspired  to  ollii  c  but  his  great  business  talents  are 
:ilw.ays  in  rerpic.-'l  by  his  neighbors,  and  he  cannot 
see  his  way  [clear  to  refuse  them.  He  is  a  hard- 
working   Reiaililican.  is   recognized  as  a   leader  in 


his  part3',  and  can  be  found  attending  all  its  conven- 
tions and  gatherings.  He  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Ba|itist  Church  and  has  been  a  Sunday-school  Su- 
perintendent for  twenty  years. 

On  .September  18.  KSCT,  .Mr.  l'>ushncll  married 
Miss  Haltie  A.  Littcll,  of  I'eotia.  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  ten  children,  two  of  whom 
only  are  living,  six  dying  of  diphtheria.  The  living 
are  William  F.,  who  was  born  Jan.  2-5,  1872  and 
Jessie  A.,  .April  21,  1883.  Mrs.  Bushnell  was  born 
in  New  Vork  City,  March  18.  1814  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Isjuac  Littcll,  who  came  West  in  1855. 
In  closing  this  brief  sketch,  it  is  proper  to  say  that 
there  are  no  more  pojiular  people  in  this  section  of 
the  country  than  Mi-.  and  .Mrs.  Bushnell. 


,,IIA1;LES  .M.  r.AL.M.  a  native  of  this 
county,  may  usually  be  found  at  his  well- 
regulated  homestead  on  section  20.  Be- 
sides general  agriculture,  he  is  largely  interested 
in  the  iuceiling  of  draft  h(.)rses  and  h.as  been  of 
signal  service  in  elevating  the  staiulard  of  horse 
llesh  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Active,  energetic 
and  industrious,  he  is  a  scion  of  the  pioneer  ele- 
ment which  located  in  this  county  at  an  early  day 
and  assisted  largely  in  its  growth  and  develo|)- 
nicnt. 

There  are  some  interesting  facts  connected  with 
the  family  history  of  Mr.  Baum  which  cannot  bv 
any  means  be  properly  cnnitted  from  this  sketch. 
His  father.  S.amuel  Rauin.  a  farmer  by  occupati<_)n. 
was  l)orn  twenty-five  miles  south  of  the  cit^'  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  was  the  son  of  Charles 
Baum,  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, whence  he  removed  first  to  Ohio  and  later 
to  Illinois.  He  was  a  gunsmith  by  trade,  but  after 
coming  to  this  country  occupied  himself  mostl}-  as 
a  farmer,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninet\- 
eiglit  years.  Three  of  his  seven  children  are  \el 
living,  and  Samuel,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  oiliest  of  the  family.  Samuel  Baum  came  to. 
Illinois  as  early  as  1828.  and  located  on  the  Little 
Vernnlion,  near  the  present  site  of  Indianola.  The 
country  then  was  very  thinly  settled  and  \crmil- 
ion  County  was  considered  quite  a  frontier.     The 
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journc}'  was  made  overlaml  in  a  DearLiorn  wagon, 
and  tliey  brought  with  tlicin  a  hiig-horncd  cow 
tied  behind  thu  waj^on.  The  inciilents  of  tiirit  long 
and  woarisonie  journey,  during  wliich  they  camped 
and  cooked  b\-  the  wayside  and  slept  in  the  wagons 
at  night,  and  the  after  experiences,  replete  witli 
toil  and  privation,  if  properly'  related,  would  fill  a 
good-sized  volume. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  however,  possessed 
the  hardy  spirit  requisite  in  the  pioneers  of  '28 
and  entered  with  courage  upon  the  task  set  before 
thcin.  'J"hc  mother  was  in  her  girlhood  I\Iiss  Sarnh 
•Weaver,  daughter  of  ^Michael  "Weaver,  wli#  also 
came  to  this  count}-  in  1828,  and  tlic  young  people 
were  married  in  Ohio.  Mr.  Weaver  prior  to  this 
timchad  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  ^\'ar  of  18r2. 
and  was  greath'^  prospered  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  of 
Illinois,  becoming  one  of  A'ermilion  Cimnty's 
wealtliiest  men.  Mrs.  Baum  was  the  eldest  of  the 
eight  children  comprising  the  parental  family,  of 
whom  only  two  are  now  living. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  marrierl  in  1823. 
Samuel  Baum  became  a  very  successful  farmer, 
the  owner  of  1,400  acres  of  land,  and  devoted  him- 
self largely  to  stock-raising.  After  the  labors  of  a 
well  S[)ent  life  he  de])arted  hence  in  March,  18C1. 
The  mother  had  passed  to  the  silent  land  fourteen 
years  previously,  in  IS  17.  Of  the  ten  children 
born  to  them  seven  are  still  living.  Charles  M.  was 
the  sixth  child  and  was  born  Dec.  22,  1838,  at  the 
old  homestead  near  Indianola.  He  pursued  his 
first  studies  in  the  district  school  and  in  due  time 
entered  Bryant  it  Stratton's  Commercial  College, 
Indianapolis,  from  which  he  was  graduated  and  at 
the  age  of  twentj--two  years  began  work  for  him- 
self on  his  father's  farm. 

Our  subject  operated  as  a  general  agiiculturist 
two  j'cars,  then  for  one  year  turned  his  attention 
to  shii)ping  stock.  In  the  meantime  he  went  into 
Texas  and  purchaser]  .500  Texas  cattle,  which  he 
drove  through  the  Indian  Territory,  in  1 806,  to 
Chicago,  consuming  eight  months  on  the  journey. 
He  disposed  of  his  stock,  then  leturning  to  New- 
town, this  cDunly.  cinliarkcd  in  the  mercantile 
business  for  two  and  one-half  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased ground  for  a  sawmill  and  in  company  with 
Robert  Craig  put  up  the  necessary  buihling,  ecpiii)- 


ping  it  with  macliinery  and  operated  the  mill  for 
two  years.  Then  selling  out  he  resumed  his  for- 
mer business  as  a  live  stock  shipjjer  and  afterward 
farmefl  again  for  about  two  years. 

-Vbout  this  time  Mr.  Baum  became  interested  in 
fine  horses  and  began  importing  Clydesdales  from 
Canada  and  was  thus  occupied  two  years.  After- 
wards he  began  bleeding  fine  horses,  tor  which  his 
Well-equipped  farm  of  200  acres  alTords  everj-  con- 
venience. He  has  thirt}'  head  mostly  Clydesdales, 
including  the  Knight  of  Colander,  imported  bj" 
Galbraith  Bros.,  of  .Tanesville,  AVis.,  and  a  very 
valuable  registered  mare  imported  by  him'elf. 
'Sir.  Baum's  horses  are  gaining  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion in  this  part  of  the  State. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  18G9,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  !Miss  Mary  J.,  daughter 
of  William  and  Emily  (A'anderin)  Craig,  who  were 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county.  Of  this 
unifui  there  have  been  horn  live  children:  (iiaci . 
Ernest,  Katie,  Charles  and  Frank,  all  of  whom  are 
at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr. .Baum  has  been 
active  in  politics  since  becoming  a  voting  citi/en, 
and  is  proud  to  record  the  fact  that  his  first  Presi- 
dential candidate  was  the  martyred  Brcsident, 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  keeps  himself  well  posted 
upon  the  political  issues  of  the  day,  and  for  twelve 
years  has  ofiiciated  as  School  Director  in  his  dis- 
trict. He  is  President  of  the  Newtown  Horse  and 
Cattle  Fair  and  a  member  nf  tlie  Clydesdale 
American  Association,  also  for  the  Newtown  Horse 
Protector  Association.  He  has  been  for  the  last 
three  years  a  I'oad  Conimissioner.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  he  has  made  a  good  record  .as  a  citi/.m 
and  is  amply  wortliy  of  representation  in  the  liio- 
(TKAi'iiiCAi.  AiJ'.ust  of  A'cnnilion  County. 


XpsSJLLlS  ADAMS.  The  history  to  uhieh  our 
]i^  attention  is  now  directed  is  that  of  a  man 
[sL^^'  possessing  some  admirable  trails  of  cliarac- 
tcr  and  one  whose  course  in  life  ha-,  been  such  as  to 
command  the  esteem  and  ccjiifidence  of  all  who 
have  known  him.  During  the  \  ii-i-~situdes  iif  life 
he  has  spent  many  yeais  in  anluuus  labor,  has 
handled  probaljly  a  niilliou    dollais    in    money,  has 
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dealt  lioiiestl.v  and  fairly  by  his  fellow-iiiou  and 
slioiild  reap  a  large  measure  of  consolatifin  from 
ilie  fact  that  eomparativelj-  few  liave  made  person- 
ally so  clean  and  adniirnblc  record.  There  are  few 
«lio  have  not  experienced  adversity  in  their  strug- 
gle with  the  world,  some  more  and  some  less,  and 
while  with  some  it  has  had  the  effect  to  make  them 
sour  and  c^'iiieai,  others  have  learned  wisely  from 
llic  lesson  and  in  tliis  respect  at  least  come  off  con- 
querors in  1  he  struggle.  Nature  endowed  Mr. 
A(hiras  witli  tliosc  qualities  of  mind  and  heart, 
which  have  enabled  him  to  make  the  best  of  cir- 
cumstances and  leave  the  rest  to  Providence. 

The  native  place  of  our  subject  was  not  far  from 
the  New  England  coast  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J., 
his  birth  occurring  Sept.  25,  1817.  He  commenced 
tiie  battle  of  life  for  himself  at  the  early  age  of 
fourteen  years,  clerking  in  a  sto'-e  from  that  time 
until  a  young  man  of  twenty.  lie  then  accompan- 
ied his  father's  family  to  Virginia  and  remained 
on  a  farm  in  the  Old  Dominicin  for  a  period  of 
five  ye.'irs.  Then  leaving  the' parental  roof  he  emi- 
grated to  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
emplo3'cd  as  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  !Mr. 
Heeve  in  Goshen.  Two  years  later  he  establislied 
liiiiiself  as  a  general  merchant  at  Unionville  in  the 
same  county  and  sold  goods  there  for  fifteen  ^ears. 

Mr.  Adams  fin.ally  becoming  wearied  of  mer- 
cantile pursuits  concluded  he  would  seeji  the 
farther  West  and  settle  upon  a  farm.  Coming  to 
tliis  county,  in  1857,  he  purchased  480  acres  of 
land  south  of  Fairmount  and  put  up  the  largest 
residence  in  this  vicinity.  Thereafter  hi!  occupied 
himself  at  farming  and  mercliandising  until  188G, 
when  on  the  account  of  the  failing  liealth  of  his 
wife  he  removed  to  Kansas,  living  there  with  a 
daughter  one  year  and  then  returned  to  this  county. 

Our  subject  in  181-1  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Amanda  1\.,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  King  of 
Pennsylvania  and  a  prominent  farmer  in  his  neigh- 
borhood. Tlie  ceremony  took  place  .at  the  home  of 
the  bride's  mother  in  Philadelphia.  This  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  tluee  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  Fiank  A.,  was  mnrried  and  ilied  lea\iiig  his 
ividow  with  two  children.  Anna  is  the  wife  of 
Stanley  Conklin,  a  member  of  ihe  firm  of  .larvis, 
Conkliii    it    Co.,   in    Kansas    Cit^',  i\Io.,    and   thc^' 


have  two  cliildren.  Cieorge  C,  mnrried  Miss 
Nellie,  daughter  of  Hiram  Catlett  of  ^'ancc  Town- 
ship, and  they  have  two  children.  Mrs  Adams 
has  been  sorely  atllicted  with  rheumatism,  being  in 
feeble  health  for  the  past  twenty  years  and  in  1884 
was  stricken  with  total  blindness.  She  and  her 
children  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
which  Mr.  Adams  has  been  a  Deacon  for  thirty 
yeais.  In  politics,  ^Mr.  Adams  was  first  a  AVhig 
and  later  a  Democr.at.  Although  seventy-two 
years  old  he  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and 
although  having  met  with  many  reverses  main- 
tains tilic  cheerful  and  genial  dis|)osition  which 
has  alwa^-s  attracted  to  him  numbers  of  warm 
friends.  He  appreciates  the  importiuice  of  i)re- 
serving  the  family  record  and  a  few  years  ago 
wi-ote  u|)  a  comiileto  history  of  his  life  placing  it 
in    the   hands  (jf  his  son. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  .Toscph  Adams,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey  and  a  fanner  l.iy  ocupation. 
He  married  Miss  I\Iartlia  Post,  a  native  of  New- 
Jersey  and  they  lived  there  until  1S.T9.  Tiien 
disiiosing  of  their  interests  in  that  State  tliey  re- 
moved to  Spottsylvania  County,  A'a.,  where  the 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Josejih 
Adams  spent  his  last  years  in  Virginia  and  de- 
parted this  life  in  July,  1815. 

The  parental  household  included  eleven  children, 
all  of  vvhom  lived  to  mature  years,  (irandfather 
Adams  w.as  a  prominent  man  in  Sussex  County, 
N.  J.  and  held  the  position  of  Judge  for  some 
years. 

(^^HOMAS  D.  McKEE,  of  Oakwood  Town- 
i(W)\)  *''''^'  ^''^*  ^^^  years  been  prominent  in  busi- 
^S^!>  ness  circles,  operating  as  lawyer,  banker  and 
farmer.  His  home  is  located  on  section  15.  and 
the  farm  is  chielly  devoted  to  stock- raisiusr,  an  in- 
dustry which  has  always  proved  profital)le  in  this 
section.  Jlr.  McKee  was  born  in  New  York  State 
June  9,  1833,  at  the  old  homestead  of  his  parents, 
John  C.  and  Jeanette  (Stewart)  .McKee,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  native  also  of  the  I]ni[iire  State, and 
the  mother  of  .Scotland. 

John  C.  ]McKee  wtvs  born  in  !!-in:i,  .'ind  dird  at 
the  age  of  seventj'-six  3ears.     The  [laternal  grand- 
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father,  Thunias  JIcKee,  was  born  about  1781  in 
Diydcn,  Tdinjikiiis  Co..  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  lii." 
entire  life,  dyiny  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  j-ears. 
'{'lie  grcat-graniUatlicr,  .lames  ]\lfKee,  was  born  in 
the  Noith  (if  Ireland,  and  died  at  tlie  age  of  ninety- 
six  3'ears.  Grandfallier  .lohn  Slr;«'art  married  a 
INliss  Mclntosii  and  emigrated  to  America,  srttling 
near  Dryden.  >.'.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  Tlionuis  D. 
had  llie  [irivilege  of  seeing  all  tliree  of  the  old 
veterans. 

The  i)arents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  New 
York  State,  and  afterwards  lived  upon  the  same 
farm  which  still  remains  in  the  famiJ}-,  and  which 
is  located  on  the  old  State  Road  four  and  one-half 
miles  from  Cortland,  between  the  latter  place  and 
Ithiea.  The  mother  passed  a^^ay  in  1877,  and  the 
father  in  1X85.  Their  family  consisted  of  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  3'ears,  and  of 
whom  our  suljject  is  tlie  eldest.  Thomas  D..  like 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  attended  the  village  schoiil 
at  McJ^ean,  and  later  was  a  student  in  Cortland 
Academy'  at  Homer,  >.'.  Y.  lie  i)rosecuted  his  law 
studies  in  the  State  and  National  Law  School  at 
I'oughkeepsie  under  the  presidency  of  .T.  W.  Fow- 
ler, from  which  he  was  graduated  and  then  set  out 
for  the  West. 

ISIr.  McKec  left  his  home  in  New  York  State  in 
1855,  and  going  to  MaysviUe.  "Wis.,  taught  school 
tliere  six  months.  I'rior  to  this  before  leaving  his 
native  State  he  had  been  similarly  occupied  at 
South  ^Cortland.  In  1857  he  went  to  Faribault, 
Minn.,  and  platted  Morristown  together  with  sev- 
eral other  towns.  lie  then  migrated  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  from  there  to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  during 
the  daj's  of  the  troubles  in  the  latter  State  aud  wit- 
neescd  man3-  scenes  of  violence,  enacted  on  the  soil 
of  -'bleeding  Kansas."  In  that  State  he  opei'ated 
as  a  surveyor,  and  taught  the  first  school  estab- 
lished at  Atchison.  After  a  two-year's  sojourn  in 
that  region  he  returned  Imme,  coinjileted  his  law 
course  in  I'oughkeejjsie.  and,  in  1861,  returning  to 
Illinois,  established  himself  at  Homer.  Champnign 
County,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  i)ro- 
f  ess  ion. 

Tlie  next  imi)ortant  event  in  the  life  of  our  suli- 
jcet  was  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Groenendyke, 


and  six  or  seven  years  afterwards  the  newly  wedded 
pair  established  themselves  at  their  present  home 
stead.  AVhile  at  Homer  Mr.  .■\lcKe(!,  in  comjiany  with 
1).  .S.  Pratt,  estal)lished  the  b.-uik  at  Homer,  and  later 
our  subject  purchased  the  interest  of  his  ))artner 
therein.  That  same  year  through  the  s|)Cculation 
of  his  clerk  the  bank  was  obliged  to  close  its  doors. 
This  individual  had  I)een  trusted  implicitly  without 
bonds,  and  had  made  away  with  ^•23,000  in  cash. 

Subseipiently  Mr.  McKec  became  interested  in 
farming  pursuits  and  began  operations  on  240  acres 
of  land,  which  amount  li.as  been  augmented  so  that 
the  farm  now  embraces  CSO  acres  all  in  one  body. 
It  is  all  in  productive  cundition,  luit  largelj-  de- 
voted to  stock-raising — forty  to  fiftj^  cattle  in  a 
year,  about  200  head  ')f  swine  and  numbers  of  very 
fine  imported  Belgium  horses. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKce  there  were  born  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Samuel  G., 
Stewart  T.,  I^Lallie  and  John,  all  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Our  subject  has  been  for  many  years  the 
School  Director  in  his  district,  and  has  served  on 
the  School  Board  in  Homer  for  six  years.  He  wis 
Tresident  of  the  Town  Boaril  there  for  several 
terms,  and  it  was  largely  through  his  intluence  that 
sidewalks  were  laid  and  shade  trees  were  planted. 
He  also  labortMl  assiduously  in  suppressing  the  liq- 
uor trallic.  He  votes  the  straight  Rei)ublicaii 
ticket,  and  is  uniformly  in  favor  of  those  measures 
lending  to  elevate  society  and  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  pco|)le.  Jlrs.  Mclvee  is  a  very  cai)ablc 
and  estimable  lad}',  with  a  gooil  talent  for  Inisiness 
and  is  a  member  in  good  stamling  of  Ihe  I'resbj'te- 
rian  Church. 

Samuel  Groenendyke,  the  father  of  Mrs.  .Alclvee, 
was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  in  18o;J,  and 
married  Miss  Lacj'  Tliom[ison,  of  Cumberlaiul 
County,  Pa.  In  1821  ho  removed  with  his  family 
to  the  vicinitj'  of  Torre  Haute.  Ind.,  and  thence  to 
Vermillion  County,  Ind..  where  he  established  his 
permanent  home.  He  finally  became  the  owner  of 
nearly  2.000  acres  of  land.  J>ater  he  established  him- 
self .'IS  a  general  merchant  at  Kugenc,  and  also  li.ad 
a  branch  store  at  Homer,  III.  He  was  veiy  indus- 
trious and  enterprising,  and  was  the  first  [lork- 
paeker  in  his  locality.  He  .'lided  largely  in  encour- 
I   aging  the  various  industries   of   the   new   country. 
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and  was  proininent  in  liis  (••oinmunity,  beinj^  espce- 
iilly  well  known  by  the  old  settlers.  The  prucnta! 
famil}'  included  three  eliildi-en,  two  daughters  imd 
a  son,  S;iiiiu('l,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Kunene. 


-#-#" 


J;  OIIN  W.  GOODWINE  is  one  of  the  leading 
I  farmers  and  stoek-gruwers  of  \'eiinilioa 
I  County,  and  the  owner  of  one  of  its  largest 
and  most  valuable  farms,  finely  located  in 
tlic  tC)wnsliip  of  I'ilot,  his  substantial  residence, 
willi  its  attractive  surroundings,  being  situated  on 
section  26.  lie  is  the  son  of  a  former  well  known 
|>rospi^rous  pioneer  of  this  section  of  the  counlry. 
who  was  in  his  day  an  extensive  land  owner,  and 
flid  niucli  toward  developing  the  vast  agricultural 
resources  of  the  county. 

The  father  was  a  native  of  Kcntnciiy,  of  l:^nglish 
descent,  his  parents  having  lii'cn  early  pioneei's  of 
tliat  State.  In  1810  he  went  to  Bartholomew 
County,  Ind.,  and  was  unumg  its  earliest  settlers, 
subsequently  removing  from  there  to  Warren 
('ounty  in  the  same  State.  In  182C  he  came  to 
Warren  Count}'  while  it  was  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  pioneers,  and  located  on  government  land,  buj'- 
iiig  at  that  time  200  acres.  He  built  a  log  house 
fur  the  shelter  of  his  family  and  entered  with  char- 
acteristic zeal  upion  the  development  of  a  farm 
from  the  wild  pirairies,  and  from  time  to  time  in- 
creased its  acreage  till  he  became  the  possessor  of 
2,400  acres  of  fine  farming  land  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  so  fortunate  was  lie  in  iiis  undertakiiiL^s.  lie 
died  iMarch  8,  1851.  His  wife,  who  died  in  1824, 
was  a  native  of  Oermany,  her  maiden  name  being 
Kiizabeth  Snyder,  .and  she  came  with  her  [)arents  to 
lliis  country  when  she  w.as  young.  Of  her  mar- 
riage nine  children  were  born:  James,  Martha  and 
•lulm,  the  only  ones  now  living,  .lames  married 
Soplda  Buekels,  of  Warren  County,  Ind.,  where  ho 
is  engaged  in  farming,  and  they  have  five  children 
— William,  Christina,  Indiana.  Horace  and  Fre- 
mont; JIartha  married  Kicliard  Lyon,  of  "Warren 
County,  Ind..  and  they  havi^  Ihree  cliildicn — .luhn, 
Martha  and  Thomas. 

.lohn  Goodwine  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life 
ill    his   native  State,  gleaning  such  an  e(lucation  as 


was  afforded  by  the  pioneer  schools  of  tlioje  days, 
and  on  the  home  farm  a  good  practical  training  in 
the  management  of  a  farm.  He  came  to  Vermil- 
ion County  IMarch  If),  1848,  and  when  he  beg.an  an 
inde]iendent  life  for  himself  he  had  a  better  start 
than  many  farmer's  sons,  having  inherited  300 
acres  fioni  his  father's  estate.  But  notwithstanding 
such  an  advantage  he  worke<l  with  per.-eviriiig  eii- 
<  ijy.  and  by  wise  manageiiiciit  .-lud  a  judiriuus  ex- 
p  ndiluie  of  money  U(-  has  become  possessed  of  one 
(It  Ui"  l-irgcst  and  finest  estates  within  tlie  limits  of 
^'ermili>;l  County,  owning  over  1. 000  acres  of 
highly  iini)roveil  l:iiid.  liesidcs  having  given  iiis 
children  2,000.  He  does  an  extensive  business  in 
general  farming,  and  makes  a  speci.alty  of  raising 
Short-horns,  h.aving  a  fine  herd  of  highly  graded 
cattle  of  that  breed. 

Mr.  Goodwine  has  been  twice  married.  His  tiist 
wife  was  Jane  Charleton,  of  Indiana,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children — IMarion,  .lohn.  .ianus. 
IMarj-  J.  and  Fremont.  iMarion  married  Susan  Sel- 
sor.  and  lives  in  IMarysville.  this  coiiniw  Tliev 
have  five  children,  one  of, whom  is  dead;  tlicolhvis 
are  Hattie,  Fred,  Da!}'  E.  and  Ary;  Joliii  married 
yiary  Alexander,  and  they  had  one  child.  Annie  ;  his 
first  wife  died  October,  1  872,  and  tibout  1.S7  1  he  wa- 
again  married  to  iNIiss  Alice  Lane,  and  they  have 
six  children — ,lohn,  Wilber,  Nora,  Ulysses,  Cora 
and  Villa;  James,  a  farmer  in  this  count}',  married 
JMinerva  King,  of  New  Jersey,  and  the}'  have  three 
children — Nellie,  Roy  and  Goldie;  Mary  J.  mar- 
ried James  ^1.  Tillotson.  of  Warren  Count}-.  Ind.. 
now  a  farmer  in  J^ouisiana,  and  they  have  three 
children — lessie,  Fstella  anil  JMabel. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  present  wife  of  onrsuh- 
jeet  was  Arminda  Sperry,  and  she  was  born  in  this 
county  Dec.  24,  1842.  Her  parents,  Erastus  and 
l.'iith  (IJees)  Sijcrry,  were  of  (iermaii  antecedents 
though  thf^y  were  born  in  this  country,  the  father 
in  Ohio  June  •'!,  1819,  and  the  mother  in  Indiana 
Aug.  1'.),  18U».  i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Goodwine  have  four 
children,  namely:  Martha.  Helen,  Doni  .■md  Giant 
\V..  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with  Iheii-  parents. 

Mr.  (ioodwine  jiosscsses  in  a  rare  degree  far-see- 
ing sagacity  and  energy,  so  combined  with  those 
useful  fpialities  of  prudence  and  st(:Hlf;i>incss  of 
purpose,  that  lie  could  not  fail  to  JMcrea^c  his  v.'ealth 
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by  legitimate  means,  anil  accompli.sli  wjiatevcr  ho 
attem|)tc(l.  His  career  in  life  has  lieeii  an  hoiior- 
nliie  one.  and  his  place  is  atnong  tiic  most  u--eliil 
and  worthy  of  the  citizens  of  Vermilion  County, 
with  whose  interests  iiis  own  have  been  so  inti- 
mately connected  these  many  years,  and  wiiose  nia- 
teri.al  prosperity  he  has  greatly  extended.  He  has 
served  on  tiic  juries  of  the  State  and  county,  and 
as  an  intelligent,  observant  man  is  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  political  issues  of  the  day,  giving  his 
support  to  the  Republican  party  on  all  (juestionsof 
National  or  local  importance. 

A  fine  large  double  page  view  of  the  handsome 
residence  and  surroundings  on  the  farm  of  iNIr. 
Goodwine  is  among  the  attractive  features  of  the 
opening  pages  of  tlie  alhum.  and  is  a  fitting  intro- 
duction to  those  which  follow.  It  shows  what  can 
be  accomplished  by  a  life  of  industry  and  energy, 
coupled  with  a  good  business  capacity. 


VflOIIN  E.  BALDWIN.  There  are  few  of  the 
l|  older  residents  along  the  western  line  of 
^.^  jl  this  county  who  Are  unfamiliar  with  the 
1^^;'  name  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this  bio- 
grai)hical  sketch.  It  is  that  of  a  man  selfniadc  in 
the  broadest  sense  of  the  term — one  who  in  his 
young  manhood  i>esolved  to  make  life  a  success  if 
it  could  be  accomplished  by  industri'  and  wise 
management.  Many  men  who  arc  successful  per- 
haps do  not  as  fullyrealize  the  fact  as  those  around 
them  who  have  been  less  so,  but  the  present  stand- 
ing of  Mr.  Bablwin,  socially  and  financially,  should 
give  him  an  extremelj'  cf)mfortable  feeling,  for  his 
career  has  been  worth}-  of  emulation.  It  is  main- 
tained that  every  man  has  his  hobby,  and  Mr. 
Baldwin,  a  great  lover  of  the  equine  race,  has  for 
many  j'ears  given  his  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
and  dealing  in  horses,  and  in  this  brancli  of  Inisiness 
can  scarcely  be  excelled.  He  is  an  excellent  judge 
of  this  noblest  of  the  animal,  kingdom,  and  while 
developing  their  fine  points  has  made  of  the  indus- 
trj'  a  profit  as  well  as  a  pleasure. 

The  farm  property  of  Mr.  Baldwin  is  [)leasantly 
situated  on  section  17,  ^'ance  Township,  and  com- 
prises a  homestead   furnished   with   all   tlic  modern 


improvements,  both  for  agricultural  pursuits  and 
for  stock  operations.  Mi\  l>al(hvin  is  now  past 
sixty-one  years  old,  having  been  born  March  0, 
1828,  and  is  a  native  of  Mason  C'ourit}',  Ky.  Flis 
father,  George  Baldwin,  who  was  born  in  Virginia, 
is  still  living  .ind  in  good  health,  although  having 
arrived  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  over  cighty-si.K 
years.  In  addition  to  the  possession  of  a  strong 
constitution  he  has  for  the  last  thirt}'  3'ears  espec- 
ially avoided  the  use  of  liquor  in  any  form.  His 
life  occupation  has  been  that  of  a  farmer,  and  he  is 
now  living  at  a  comfortable  home  in  Fairmount, 
where  he  enjoys  the  accjuaintance  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was,  in  her  girlhooil. 
Miss  Rebecca  Downing.  She  wsis  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  was  married  in  her  native  State,  where 
llie  family  lived  until  1839.  Thence  thej-  removed 
to  Ohio,  and  in  the  fall  of  18(J.^  came  to  this 
county,  and  settled  three  miles  south  of  Kairmount. 
They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  of 
Avhom  are  living,  and  the  mollicr  departed  Miis  life 
in  1881. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  <mr  subject  emi- 
grated from  Prince  E<lward  County,  Va.,  to  Mason 
County,  Ky..in  18!  4, during  the  period  of  its  earliest 
settlement.  He  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  18-13.  In  the  raeantinie  he  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionar}-  War,  and  had  a  son. 
Pleasant  Baldwin,  who  carried  a  musket  in  the 
War  of    1812.     The   latter  died  in  1880. 

The  early  education  of  John  R.  Baldv.in  was 
obtained  partly  in  Kentucky  and  partly  in  Ohio, 
and  he  remained  a  member  of  the  parental  house- 
hold until  the  time  of  his  marriage.  This  interest- 
ing event  was  celebrated  Feb.  22,  18.00,  the  bride 
being  ;\Iiss  Catherine  J.,  daughter  of  Nathan  Cilaze, 
of  Maryland.  After  their  marriage  ilr.  and  Mrs. 
Baldwin  settled  on  a  rented  farm  near  Riple}-, 
Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  ISTiG.  They  then  re- 
moved to  a  farm  which  Mr.  Baldwin  had  imrchased 
oil  Straight  Creek  Ridge,  Ohio,  and  which  he  partly 
improved  and  sold  at  a  good  (irofit  two  yeius  later. 
The  next  two  years  he  operated  as  a  renter,  then 
jiurchased  more  land,  which  he  sold  at  war   prices. 

At  the  expiration  of  this  time  Mv.  Baldwin,  de- 
termining to  see  something  of  the  AVestern  country-, 
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came  to  Illinois,  and  after  viewing  tlie  country 
wpnt  back  liomc,  pulilished  his  siiIl^  cif  ptrsonal 
|iro|)ertv.  establislicf]  liis  faiDily  in  Kiplev.  nnd  in 
Mav,  18G5,  started  out  on  anoliior  tour  of  investi- 
gation. This  lime  lie  was  acuonipanied  by  bis 
fallier,  they  boarding  a  boat  at  Ri()ley  wliich  con- 
veyed them  to  St.  Lonis  and  tlience  to  Rockport 
Landing,  Mo.  Tliey  were  [jrevented  from  landing 
at  J^exiugton  on  account  of  ILe  bushwhackers,  wlio 
were  unaware  tliat  the  war  was  ovei'.  Tliey  next 
pursued  their  travels  by  stage  and  hack  to  f-'t.  Jo- 
seph, tlience  to  Quincy  and  Chicago,  111.,  and  from 
there  by  way  of  Indianapolis  anil  Cincinnati  home. 

Having  seen  so  many  different  pl.aces,  and  all 
with  some  advantages,  our  subject  newfound  him- 
self in  a  dilemma  as  to  wiiere  it  was  best  to  settle. 
He  finally  concluded  to  remain  in  Ohio  until  he 
could  get  all  his  money  together.  He  rented  a 
farm  and  commenced  dealing  extensively  in  horses 
and  cattle,  shipjnng  to  Cincinnati  and  realizing 
handsome  returns.  The  fall  of  1808  again  fouud 
iiiin  Westward  bound,  and  passing  through  this 
county.  From  here  he  went  to  Southern  Missouri 
by  way  of  Kansas  Citj-,  and  gravitated  back  to  this 
county  via  St.  Louis  and  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road. He  found  nothing  in  his  opinion  superior 
to  this  region,  and  accordingly  rented  a  house  in 
Fairinount,  and  returning  to  Ohio  had  collected,  by 
the  11th  of  March,  1861),  aU  his  money,  and  re- 
turned to  this  county.  He  did  not  then  intend  to 
invest  his  capital  here,  and  in  less  than  two  weeks 
had  loaned  about  §4,000.  He  finally  purchased  the 
land  comprising  his  present  homestead,  and  which 
was  embellished  with  the  best  dwelling  on  the  prai- 
rie. His  stock  shipping  operations  have  extended 
as  far  East  as  Boston  and  Albnny,  N.  Y.,  and  he 
hns  probably  sold  more  young  horses  than  any 
other  man  in  his  neigliborhood,  these  being  shipped 
largely  to  Pennsylvania  buvers,  who  come  to  him 
and  make  their  purchases  at  first  hands. 

Oaring  the  last  ten  years  Mr.  Baldwin  has 
ojicrated  as  a  breeder,  and  sold  four  colts  of  his 
own  raising  to  Pennsylvania  buyers  for  -iiSiiO.  He 
dovs  no  more  shii)|)ing.  but  since  abandoning  tliis. 
h:is  sold  sixteen  liend  of  horses  foi'  over  §3,400,  be- 
sides three  carlo.ads  at  from  §1.50  to  $190  each, 
"lie  remarkable  eiicumstance   in  ins   career   is  the 
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fact,  that  in  Ohio  he  never  lost  but  §10  in  his  horse 
opcrntions.  Since  coming  to  Illinois  he  has  handled 
large  nundicrs  of  vaiualilc  liorsvs  without  loss.  In 
one  carload  he  lost  §202,  but  made  it  nil  right  on 
tiie  next  sliipmcnt. 

Of  the  twelve  children  born  to  our  subject  .nnd 
ds  eslimnlile  wife  nine  are  living:  Charles  X.,  the 
eldest,  ujarried  JHss  Susie  Ounder,  is  the  fntlier  of 
three  children,  and  "lives  two  niid  one-half  miles 
southwest  of  D-.iMville:  Mary  .1.,  the  wife  of  I'.-u'- 
tou  Klliot!,  is  llu^  mother  of  three  children,  luul 
they  live  ;i  half  mile  east  of  Fnirnioui.l  ;  J.  FIen:v 
married  Miss  Li/./ie  I'lice,  is  the  fntlier  of  >ix  chil- 
dren, an<l  lives  three  miles  south  of  Fairniount; 
Emma  Belle,  Jlrs.  William  Hill,  lives  in  Oakwood 
Townshiji,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child;  Laura 
E.  married  Edwin  North,  and  they  live  in  Sidell, 
without  children;  Cora  L..  Mrs.  Lincoln  Smith,  has 
no  children,  and  thej-  live  three  and  one-half  miles 
northwest  of  Fairniount;  Lizzie,  Oscar  G.  and  Rob- 
ert L.  remain  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mrs.  Baldwin  was  the  fifth  child  of  her  p:irents, 
and  was  born  Aug.  31,  1829.  in  Brown  County. 
Ohio.  Her  father,  a  prominent  man  in  his  neigh- 
borhood, came  to  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  IHGG, 
and  died  in  Hancock  County,  in  1883,  in  the  nine- 
tieth year  of  his  age.  The  mother  survived  her  lois- 
band  five  years,  dying  in  1888,  in  Hancock  Country 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninetj--two.  Their  faiuilv 
consisted  of  four  daughters  and  six  sons.  l\lrs. 
Baldwin's  i)eople  on  both  sides  of  the  house  were 
largeh-  represented,  many  of  them  living  to  a  great 
age.  Her  grandfather  on  her  mother's  side  was 
the  father  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  lived  to 
be  from  eighty  to  eighty-eight  years  old;  their 
united  ages  being  332.  Her  father,  Nathan 
Glaze,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
was  a  ijensioner  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Christian  Church 
for  the  long  period  of  sixty  years.  Mrs.  I5aldwin 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Conservative  in  [lolitics,  Mr.  Baldwin  votes  the 
straight  Reiiublican  ticket,  and  recalls  the  fact  that 
the  largest  and  most  enthusiastic  political  meeting 
which  he  ever  attended,  was  one  held  in  the  inter- 
ests of  William  Henry  Harrison,  in  1  Hid,  at  Ripley, 
r.rowM  Co.,  Ohio,  when  Mr.  Balduin  •\as  a    lad    of 
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twelve  years.  He  lias  mixerl  very  little  in  public 
life  witli  tiie  exception  of  serving  as  Scliool  Di- 
rector twelve  years.  His  interests  liave  cliicfly 
centered  in  live  stock,  and  he  has  been  a  pioniincnt 
worker  in  the  County  Fair  Association.  His  con- 
nection with  lliis  in  Ohio  extended  from  1853  to 
1867,  and  in  Illinois  from  1869  to  I88G.  He  was  for 
four  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Vermilion  County  Agricultural  and  iMeciiauical 
Association  at  Danville,  and  took  an  important 
part  in  the  discussion  of  the  matters  pertaining  to 
its  best  interests.  He  is  a  Roj'al  Arch  Mason,  be- 
longing to  Homer  Lodge  Chapter,  and  in  Fair- 
mount  is  a  member  of  lodge  number  590,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  Master  for  two  years,  having 
passed  all  the  Chairs.  He  fs  a  stockholder  in  llio 
Homer  Agricultural  Fair  Association. 


"S^DMUND  P.  JONES  hiis  a  valuable  fnrni  in 
\f^  Danville  Township,  i)leasantly  located  four 
J*' — '-^  miles  southeast  of  the  city  in  the  center  of 
a  rich  agricultural  region.  He  is  a  line  ty|)e  of 
the  sturdy,  intelligent,  self-reliant  natives  of  \'er- 
milion  County  who  were  born  here  in  the  eaily 
days  of  its  settlement,  reared  amid  its  pioneer 
scenes,  and  after  attaining  a  stalwart  manhood, 
■  took  their  place  among  its  i)ractical,  wide  awake 
citizens  and  have  ever  since  been  active  in  devel- 
oping and  sustaining  its  many  and  varied  interests. 
The  subject  of  this  skctcii  comes  of  good  pioneer 
stock,  and  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  ancestry 
were  early  settlers  of  Kentucky,  and  there  his  fa- 
ther and  mother,  William  and  Jane  (Martin) 
Jones  were  born,  the  former  in  Harrison  County, 
Feb.  24,  1796,  and  the  latter  April  15,  1795.  They 
were  united  in  marriage  Jan.  23,  181(),  :uid  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  tiieir  native  State  till  1828, 
when  with  their  six  children  they  came  to  Illinois 
with  a  team  and  cast  in  their  fortunes  with  the 
early  pioneers  of  Vermilion  County,  locating  near 
13anville,  in  Danville  Township.  Tliey  lived  a 
short  time  on  section  10,  and  then  the  father 
bought  a  tract  of  land  on  section  11.  It  was  heav- 
ily timbered,  and  the  family  lived  in  a  rail-pen  for 
ft  time    as    a    temporary    shelter,    and     then     Mr. 


Jones  built  a  log  house  on  the  place,  and  in  that 
hiimliie  al)ode  the  sul)jcct  of  this  sketch  was  born 
J:ui.  13,  1830.  The  f:itiier  improved  a  part  of  his 
land,  and  a  few  years  later  removed  to  another 
jilace,  and  resided  in  different  parts  of  the  town 
till  his  demise,  Oct.  30,  1859.  A  faithful  citizen 
was  thus  lost  to  the  community,  one  who  had  led 
an  honest,  sober-minded  life,  and  was  deserving  of 
the  respect  acc(jrded  to  him.  His  worthy  wife 
survived  him  till  Sept.  10,  18G7,  when  she  too 
passed  awa^-  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  The  fol- 
lowing is  recorded  of  the  eight  children  born  to 
them:  John  P.  is  deceased;  Elizabeth  is  tlie  wife  of 
Henry  Sallee,  of  Oakwood  Townsiiip;  Joseph  M.  is 
deceased;  Sarah  A.  married  Dennis  Oleh}",  and  is 
now  deceased;  "William  Perry  and  Maz3-  J.  arc 
deceased;  Edmund  P.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Thomas  J.  lives  in  Oakwood  Townshi(). 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remembers  well  the 
wildness  of  the  country  around  about  as  it  first  ap- 
peared to  him  wiien  he  became  old  enough  to 
observe  iiis  suirnundini^s.  and  liic  beautiful  scene 
presented  li_v  the  virgin  prairie  and  primeval  for- 
est before  eivili/.alio:i  had  wrought  its  marvelous 
changes,  is  indeirtlil>'  impressed  on  his  mind.  Deer, 
wild  turkeys  and  other  game  were  plentiful  and 
roamed  at  will,  unless  brought  down  by  the  uner- 
ring aim  of  the  hunter  anxious  to  replenish  the 
scant  larder  in  his  humble  pioneer  home.  There 
were  no  railw.aj-s  for  manj'  years  after  our  subject's 
first  recollection,  and  the  nearest  market  was  at 
Chicago,  125  miles  distant,  till  after  the  canal  was 
finished,  and  then  prod  me  was  taken  to  Perrys- 
ville,  Ind.  The  rmnicis  (if  those  days  had  U>  con- 
duct their  agricultural-operations  in  the  most  prim- 
itive manner,  and  Mr.  Jones  says  that  when  he  was 
young  grain  was  cut  with  a  sickle,  and  when  tiie 
cradle  came  into  use  that  was  consi<lored  a  great 
improvement,  and  the  [ircsent  iiarvesting  machine 
was  undreamed  of.  Threshing  machines  were  then 
unknown,  and  the  grain  was  either  tramjjlcd  out 
b^-  horses  or  else  whipped  out  by  flails.  The  plows 
in  use  had  wooden  mold-boards,  and  all  corn  was 
dropped  bj'  hand  and  covered  with  a  hoe,  Avhilc 
grass  was  cut  with  a  scythe  and  ha}'  was  ]iitchcd 
with  a  wooden  fork.  Nor  was  the  work  of  the 
busy    housewife    lightened    by    modern    improve- 
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incuts.  Tlic  good  mother  cooked  the  food  before 
the  fivo  ill  the  old-fiishioiied  firepl.-ice,  and  used  to 
i-piii.  weave  and  in.-ike  .ill  the  clolli  for  tlie  family. 
'['\\o  inlelligciil  pioneers  oarl^'  sought  to  give  their 
cliildien  educational  advantages,  and  the  first 
■leliools  were  conducted  in  rude  log  school-iiousi's 
provided  with  seats  made  of  puiicht'oii  with  wooden 
pins  for  legs,  and  the  window  comprising  an 
opening  from  wiiicii  a  log  had  been  removed 
and  greased  pai)cr  inserted  through  which  the 
light  had  to  penetrate,  and  a  large  Dreplace. 
the  chimney  of  stick  and  clay,  for  healing  purpost  s. 
Ill  such  a  structure  our  subject  gleaned  his  educa- 
tion, lie  commenced  in  his  boyhood  to  assist  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  gained  from  him  a  thor- 
ough practical  knowledge  of  fanning  in  all  its 
branches.  lie  remained  an  inmate  of  the  parental 
household  till  he  attained  man's  estate  and  then 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  by  renting  land  and 
carried  on  agriculture  thereon  for  a  while.  At 
the  time  of  l\^s  marriage  he  went  to  Iroquois  | 
County  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  wild  land  there, 
remaining  till  1859,  when  he  returned  to  \'ermil. 
ion  County,  and  in  18G1  he  bought  forty  acres  of 
land  on  section  13  of  Danville  Township.  It  was 
partly  fenced  and  a  few  acres  had  licen  broken, 
but  iiside  from  that  no  improvements  had  been 
made,  not  even  any  buildings  had  beeu  erected, 
lie  built  a  frame  house  on  forty  acres  adjoining  his 
original  purchase,  and  has  since  bought  other  land, 
till  he  now  has  220  acres,  under  excellent  cultiva- 
tion and  capable  of  producing  large  crops.  His 
rcsi'ence,  a  well  built  luiuse.  is  located  on  section 
12,  and  he  has  other  sulistanlial  buildings,  and 
everything  about  the  [il.ace  is  conveniently  ar- 
ranged and  ■.veil  ordered. 

Mr.  Jones  has  been  twice  married.  He  wa.s  (irst 
wedded  Oct.  IS),  1851,  to  Sarah  A.  Cox,  who  was, 
like  himself,  a  native  of  Danville  Township,  born 
Maj-  0,- 1831.  She  closed  her  eyes  to  the  scenes  of 
eruth  after  a  brief  and  happy  married  life,  dying 
ill  Iroijuois  County,  2sov.  11,  18.)8.  Mr.  .lones 
w;is  marric<l  to  his  [irescnt  wife,  formerly  Mary  K. 
Nillar.'',  Feb.  21,  18C1.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a  naiive  of 
Uinton  County.  Ohio,  born  Dec.  11,  1810,  to 
William  and  Ruth  (Wliitaker)  Villars  (see  sketch 
vi  William  Villars  for  parental  history).     Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Jones  have  had  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living,  as  follows:  Rosa  Helle  married  Joshua 
Oleliy.of  Danville  Township ;.lolin  W. married  Mary 
J.  Rouse,  and  they  live  in  Danville  Towiislii[);  Lillie 
A.  married  Albert  E.  Villars  of  Newell  Township; 
Clark  8.  is  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  man  of  self-respecting,  energetic 
character,  well  dowererl  with  firmness  and  decision, 
.and  his  conduct  in  all  the  various  relations  of  life 
is  such  as  to  inspire  the  trust  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  cither  in  a  busi- 
ness or  in  a  social  w.ay.  He  and  his  wife  belong  to 
the  Pleasant  firove  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
are  active  in  aiding  their  pastor  and  fellow-mem- 
bers in  any  good  work,  and  they  are  always  to  be 
found  on  the  side  of  the  right.  In  him  the  Dem- 
ocratic [wrty  in  this  section  of  the  country  find  a 
stanch  all}'. 


if  f  lirMf'^'ii 


fe%i* 


i^p^HOMAS  I.KK.  Among  others  who  cawe  to 
'r;^^^\  Central  Illinois  during  the  period  of  its  pio- 
%^^'  ncership  was  the  sturdy  English-born  citizen 
with  the  substantial  traitsof  character  handed  down 
to  him  b}'  his  ancestors,  the  qualities  of  industry  and 
perseverance,  which  were  bound  to  win.  He  as- 
sisted in  "the  develoinnent  of  the  soil,  in  the  build- 
ing up  of  communities,  and  almost  without  an  ex- 
ception .acquired  a  competence.  Mr.  Lee  is  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  his  nationality  aud  an 
early  settler.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  1856  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  \'ermilion  County  in  1874  on 
section  32,  township  23,  range  12.  During  the  pe- 
riod of  his  fifteen  years'  residence  here  he  has 
opened  up  a  good  farm  of  120  acres  and  secured 
himself  against  want  in  his  old  age. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England, 
Sept.  17,  1838,  and  lived  there  until  approaching 
the  eighteenth  vear  of  his  age.  He  was  the  first 
child  of  the  family  to  leave  home,  and  the  occasion 
was  one  naturally  mixed  with  regret  and  some  ap- 
prehensions. Embarking  at  Liverpool,  he  made 
the  long  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  in  safety,  laud- 
ing in  Xew  York,  and  proceeded  directly  to  Illinois, 
locating  first  in  I'eoria  County.  He  worked  on  a 
farm   there  sever.al  years,  and  about  18G0  changed 
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his  residence  to  AVooilford  County.  In  that  county 
he  purchased  wild  land,  where  he  opened  up  a  good 
farm  and  lived  about  twelve  years.  During  this 
time  he  ]iut  up  good  huildings.  planted  an  orchard, 
fenced  his  land,  and,  in  fact,  effected  the  improve- 
ments naturally  suggested  to  the  progressive  agri- 
culturist. 

In  "Woodford  County,  111.,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried, March  8,  18G2,  to  Miss  Grace  Iluxtable.  The 
young  people  began  life  together  on  the  new  farm, 
and  after  selling  out,  Mr.  Lee  traveled  all  over  the 
West  and  the  Pacific  Slope,  but  came  buck  to  Illi- 
nois, not  being  able  to  find  any  section  of  countr}- 
which  suited  him  better.  He  then  came  to  this 
county  and  purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  lives. 
There  were  no  buildings  upon  it  to  speak  of,  but  he 
soon  provided  a  shelter  for  his  family,  and  here  he 
has  since  remained,  carrj'ing  on  general  farming 
and  stock-raising  successfull}'.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1860,  and  has  since  been 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
believes  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  attendiug  services  at  Iloopes- 
ton. 

Seven  of  the  eight  children  born  to  Mr.  and  ^Mrs. 
Lee  are  still  living — Ilersehcl  J.,  Lizzie,  Clarence, 
Delracr,  i\-  ■•on.  .Jtimic  and  Jlorris.  The  eldest 
son  has  been  in  he  farther  West  for  the  past  four 
years.  Lizzie  became  the  wife  of  Loren  Briggs, 
and  thej'  live  on  a  farm  west  of  the  Lee  homestead ; 
they  have  two  children.  Clarence  married  ]Miss 
Ada  Redden  and  lives  in  Butler  Township.  The 
other  children  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mrs. 
Lee  was  likewise  born  in  Devonshire  in  1843,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  father  when  a  child  of 
nine  years,  the  famih'  settling  on  Kickapoo  Prairie. 
The  father  farmed  there  for  a  time  and  then  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Woodford  County,  where 
Mr.  Leo  made  the  acquaintance  of  his  future  wife. 
Mr.  Iluxtable,  also  a  native  of  Devonshire,  came  to 
America  in  1852,  and  carried  on  farming  in  Wood- 
ford County  until  1887.  Then,  retiring  from  active 
labor,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Benson,  Wood- 
ford County,  where  he  now  lives  and  is  married  to 
his  second  wife.     His  first  wife  died  in  England. 

AVilliani  Lee,  the  father  of  our  subject,  also  a  na- 
tive   of  Devonshire,  Knglaiid,  spent  his  entire  life 


there.  lie  married  Miss  Susanna  Davey,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  live  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  two  daugh- 
ters, came  to  America,  together  witli  the  mother, 
who  died  in  Benson  in  January,  1S88. 


-  ^>^-320^' »-r 


— --^^^K*^- 


ILLIAM  IMCKIXSON,  an  honored  rcsi- 
11  dent  and  well-to-do  farmer  of  Catlin  Town- 
^  ship,  is  numbered  among  the  far-sighted 
men  of  practical  abilit}'  and  cool  judgment,  who 
have  been  instrumental  in  promoting  its  growth, 
and  making  it  a  rich  agricultural  centre.  He  owns 
a  well-ordei'cd  farm  on  section  2G,  eveiy  acre  of 
which  is  highly  cultivateil,  and,  with  its  neat  build- 
ings and  other  appointments,  it  does  not  compare 
unfavorably  with  tlie  man}'  other  fine  farms  of  which 
A'ermilion  County-  can  boast.  Here  Mr.  Dickinson 
has  passed  thirty-six  of  the  best  j^ears  of  his  life, 
coming  here  while  yet  in  the  prime  of  a  stalwart 
manhood,  and  that  these  years  have  been  well 
spent  in  diligent  and  cheerful  labor,  is  shown  by 
the  substantial  home  that  he  has  built  up,  in  M-|iicli, 
now  that  the  infirmilies  of  .age  are  upon  him,  he 
can  rest  from  his  toils,  andenjo}'  its  comforts  witii- 
out  the  necessity  of  labor  and  drudgeiy. 

Our  subject  is  of  English  antecedents  and  birth. 
His  parents,  John  and  Hannah  Dickinson,  were 
both  natives  of  England,  and  the^y  died  in  Lincoln- 
shire. Their  son,  William  Dickinson,  of  whom  this 
sketch  is  written,  was  born  in  the  old  home  in  Lin- 
colnshire, April  27,  1819,  and  amid  its  pleasant 
surroundings,  he  grew  to  man's  estate.  He  early 
engaged  in  farming,  and  became  quite  a  farmer 
before  he  left  the  ola  country  to  tiy  life  in  the  new 
world,  coming  here  in  1853,  landing  in  New  York 
cit}-  the  first  day  of  3Iay.  He  came  directly  to 
Vermilion  Count}-  in  this  State,  having  previously 
heard  of  its  wonderful  agricultural  resources,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  tilling  the  land  in  Catlin  Town- 
ship ever  since,  though  on  account  of  his  advanced 
age  lie  has  retired  somewhat  from  the  active  duties 
of  the  management  of  his  estate.  His  farm  com- 
prises 197  acres  of  choice  land,  well  cultiv.ated  and 
supitlied  with  all    the  necessary   buildings  and  ma- 
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cliiiicrv,  iiiid  is  indeed  one  of  the  most  desirable 
lj|Mia\-i  in  llie  viciiiitv. 

Mr.  IJieiviiiSDH  \v:i»  ^i  iiiari'ifd  in;ui  wiien  lie  eiiii- 
^'rated  to  tiiis  couuUy.  lie  haviiif;'  lieen  prc\i(iiisl\' 
wt'diled  ill  the  l)istoi-ic:il  nld  U'ww  <>(  tlusUni,  in 
Ivineolnsliire,  to  i\Iiss  Enima  llaikei-.  a  native  (if 
that  shire.  Ten  eliildren  wwc  born  of  their  nninn. 
as  follows:  llarrii't  A.,  wife  ui  Irederic  .I(.inc,'-. 
wliose  sketch  a|)iJe;us  on  another  paue  of  llii^  vol- 
ume; Kli/:abeth  M..  wife  of  (ieoi-Lii'  Slonrliraki'r ; 
\\'illiaMl,  who  niari-icd  C'allie  l.alleii;  l-jnnia.  the 
wife  fif  Arllmr  .lone,'^.  whose  ski'ieh  appears  on 
another  paue  of  this  woriv ;  .lames;  Matilda,  the 
wife  f>f  -lanie'S  Beiltlcy:  Ileniv.  Hannah  15..  .lohn 
and  .loseph. 

Aug.  1-t,  188.S,  she  who  had  w.alked  by  the  side 
of  our  subjeet  many  a  year.  lea\  inir.  for  his  sake, 
iiome  and  friends  in  the  dear  old  Knuland.  and  for 
many  a  j'car  eheerini;' and  sticnu'lheninL;'  liim  in  his 
work,  ])assed  out  of  his  life,  and  entered  into  the 
rest  that  passeth  understanding. 

'•Her  work  is  compassed  and  done; 
All  thini^s  are  seemly  and  re;idy 
And  her- summer  is  just  l)e!iun." 

.Mi:s  Dkjkixson — oiiti  i'  Aia'. 
Mrs.  Kmma  I)iel<inson,  to  whose  memory  this 
notice  is  inscribed,  was  l)Orn  in,  lloston,  Liiieolu- 
.slli'T,  England,  Se|)t.  2^,  llS2.i.  making  her  age  at 
time  of  death,  sixty-fnur  years,  ten  months  and 
twenty-two  days.  Her  maiden  name  was  Emma 
Harker.  She  was  married  to  Willi.am  Dickenson, 
Marc-h  2.  1>;17.  'I'liey  emigrated  to  this  cuuntry 
May  1  1th.  IS.',;!,  and  located  within  three  miles  of 
wheie  the  f.aniily  nnw  reside.  Ilcr  sister,  Mrs.  Ma- 
tilda C'lipson  came  over  at  the  same  time.  She  was 
the  mother  of  ten  chihlicn.  live  girls  .-iiul  ll\e  lHiy>. 
of  whom  the  following  were  burn  in  En'_;land: 
Harriet.  A.,  wife  of  Frederic  .bmes;  .M.ary  !■;..  wife 
of  (ieorge  StoiU'braker;  Emina.  wife  of  A.  Jones. 
and  ■\Villiaiii,  the  eldest  s<ni.  The  following  were 
born  ill  Ameriea:  .lames.  Henry.  .lohii.  .loseph 
and  Matilda,  wife  of  .lames  lieiilhy.and  Hannah 
K*.  the  yoiinge-t  dauuhter.  Tlu'  childieii  are  .all  of 
mature  age,  and  the  family  ha\e  never  before  been 
berei\  ed  by  death.  The  deceased  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  England,  and 


although  she  did  not  identify  herself  as  a  member 
here,  she  was  an  attendant  on  divine  services,  and 
lived  an  exemplary  and  ('hii>ti.an  life.  Her  illness 
d.ates  back  several  years,  however.  >he  was  not  con- 
lined  to  her  bed  until  about  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember, since  v\  liicli  time  she  was  unable  to  help 
herself.  Her  sufferings  were  veiy  great,  but  were 
iioriic  with  a  r(.sign.'itioii  w  liicli  none  hut  a  Chris- 
tian Woman  could  possess.  She  was  a  devoted 
"ife.  a  faithful  mother,  the  li-ht  of  the  home  and 
the  pride  of  tlir  family.  While  we  mu-.t  bid  her  a 
fonil  farewell,  her  virtues  will  not  be  l'org(Aten. 

A  short  funeral  service  was  held  at  the  home  by 
Kev.  A.  C.  C'unmiings.  The  music  was  under  the 
direction  of  .Airs.  Elsie  McGreggor.  and  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  cluiseii  as  pall  bearers:  A.  G. 
Olmstead.  Li.  W.  i,.  Church,  .Ino.  I'arker,  jr.,  T. 
r.rady,  .1.  ,M.  Douglass  and  ti.  W.  Tilton. 

r>y  request  of  the  deceased,  a  sacred  song  was 
sung  during  the  services  by  little  llcnny  Louis,  ac- 
comjiaiiied  by  his  sister.  A  large  |)rocessioii  of 
friends  accompanied  the  family  to  the  Jcmes  ceme- 
tery, where  the  body  now  reposes. 

IMr.  Dickinson  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the 
solid,  reliable  citizens  of  this  township,  as  during 
the  many  years  tii.at  he  has  resided  here,  he  has 
evershowu  himself  to  be  faithful  to  his  duties  and 
responsibilitit'S  in  every  department  of  life  in  which 
he  has  acted,  as  a  husband,  father,  neighlior  and 
citizen,  and  it  may  truly  be  said  that  his  character 
is  such  as  to  inspire  respect  and  esteem. 


if,  AMES  .M.  CEDDl'lS,  ;in  1  llinois  pioneer  of 
'.JO,  and  a  man  \vho  has  betai  the  archite^-t 
of  his  own  fi_iiluui'.  is  now  the  owner  of  a 
fine  property,  coinpri>iijg  a  well-appointed 
farm  located  on  section  7,  in  Ko>s  Towiislii|).  He 
is  a  scion  of  an  excellent  old  family  of  Scotch  an- 
cestry, and  the  sou  of  .loseph  (leddes,  whose  father, 
(ieorge  (ieddes,  emigr:iled  from  the  Land  of  the 
Thistle  to  America  about  ITss.  Making  hi-  way 
to  the  Territory  of  »  Ihio,  he  located  oii  a  tract  of 
land  111  the  wilderne-s.  near  where  the  town  of 
East  Liveriiool  now  stands,  but  which  then  for  miles 
around  was  destitute  of  any  sigiisof  civilization,  lie 
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had  been  iiwriied  in  B(.i^jton.  INIiiss..  to  ;i  l.idy  who 
was  (Icsceiidcd  from  old  I'lynidut.h  stofi;  —  ]ie'0|ilc 
who  came  o\or  in  tlic  .M:i\  llnwcr — and  w  liu  was 
reared  in  thu  strict  doctrines  of  tho  old  rrcsliyli'- 
rian  faitli.  'I'lioy  began  their  urddod  lil'o  loyt'tlu'r 
in  tlie  wilds  of  Oliio,  where  they  reared  Ihcir  fam- 
ily, and  siicnt  the  remainder  of  their  days,  each 
attaining  to  a  ripe  old  age.  (Jf  their  ehildren. 
seven  in  number,  .Iobe;ih,  the  fallierof  our  subject. 
was  the  youngest,  and  was  born  in  1805.  lie  w.ns 
reared  at  that  home  in  the  wilderness.  The  coun- 
trj'  was  graduall.v  settled  up,  and  among  the  other 
adventurous  [)ioneers  who  followed  in  the  wake  of 
the  Gcddes  fatnil^*  were  William  Moore,  wliosc 
daughter.  Catherine,  became  the  wife  of  .Joseiih 
Geddes,  and  the  mother  of  our  subject.  The 
mother's  [lai'euls  lived  just  across  the  Ohio  River 
in  Brook   County,  \'n.,  uiUil  their  deaths  occurrcil. 

Joseph  (icijdes  and  his  young  wife  continued  to 
reside  near  the  old  folk  in  East  Liverpool  about 
six  3'cars,  and  in  the  meantime  their  son,  James  M., 
tlie  suliject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  April  21, 18.i7. 
About  1839  they  removed  to  Tuscarawas  County, 
and  later  to  the. northeastern  p.artof  Indiana,  where 
Joseph  Geddes  fleparted  this  life  nt  the  age  of 
sixt^'-five  years,  and  the  mother  at  the  .age  of  sev- 
ent3'-six.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  of  wliom,  with  one  excejjtion.  are  living. 
The  second  child,  I'^lizajjeth,  died  when  ab(,>ut seven 
years  old.  Those  besides  our  sid)jeet,  arc  named 
respectively.  John,  William.  iMary  A.,  Wilson, 
Richard,  Robert,  Nancy  J.,  Lucinda,  Joseph,  and 
Minerva.  The  latter,  the  joungest  of  the  familv, 
is  thirtj--six  years  old.  The  household  circle  re- 
mained undivided  by  death  for  more  than  fifty 
years — a  circumstance  scarcely  equalled  in  the  his- 
tory of  anj'  other  famil}'  in  this  region. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  during  their  younger 
years,  were  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
but  later  became  connected  with  the  United  Breth- 
ren, in  the  faith  of   which  they  died.      James  ?.!., 
upon  coming   to   Illinois   in   185G,   located  first  at   I 
.Moraence,  but  later  removed  to  Iroquois  County.   • 
There    he   was    married,    in    1.SG2.  to   Miss  Emma,   j 
daughter  of  Thunias  and   .Vnna  (Barkley)   Young,    i 
They  lived  there  until  the  spring  of  188.".  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits;  then  our  subject  disposed  of   I 


his  interests  in  that  section  an<l  purchased  his  pres- 
ent line  fai'm  of  1 1!')  acics,  whieii  he  pro|ioses  to 
liialce  his  perniauenl  liipuic.  ['[k  m  cnjuiuL;'  to  tliis 
State  he  was  with'eit  i.itiier  resources  than  his  good 
health  and  strong  hands,  and  like  the  \vise  man  of 
Scriptiu'e.  he  has  increased  liis  talent  ten  f(jld. 
During  his  younger  years  he  experienced  all  the 
hardshiiJS  and  dillieultics  of  lift^  in  a  new  eounlry. 
and  improved  his  first  farm  fruni  the  raw  |>rairie. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Lincoln,  and 
has  been  a  steadfast  suppr)rter  of  Uepnblicau  prin- 
ciples, especially  since  the  outbreak  of 'the  war.  an<l 
has  ever  maintained  an  ardent  admiration  fur  the 
martyred  President.  Lincoln.  Doth  he  and  his 
wife  belong  to  the  Christian  Church  at  Prairie 
Clin[iel.  Their  seven  children,  who  are  all  living, 
were  named  respectively:  Elmer  L.,  .losepli  V., 
Claude.  Ruby,  Nellie,  Grace  and  Nora.  They 
form  a  bright  au<l  interesting  group,  .and  are  being 
given  the  eduealioual  advantages  which  will  (it 
them  for  intelligent  and  worthy  mendiers  of  so- 
ciety. 


^Ip^RANKLlN  BALDWIN.  It  must  be  ad- 
Ij-^^^'  mitted  that  although  no  man  attains  tf)  suc- 
/A\  "^  cess  without  encountering  dillieultics  and 
drawbacks,  life  still  has  its  comiicnsations,  espec- 
ially when  the  individual  has  chosen  that  wise  ])ath 
of  rectitude  and  honor  which  has  led.  him  to  a  i)o- 
sition  where  he  is  looked  upon  by  his  fellow  men 
with  confidence  and  esteem.  The  career  of  Mv. 
Baldwin  has  been  pregnant  with  interesting  events 
and  experiences,  some  of  them  dark  and  trying 
and  some  of  them  filled  in  with  a  large  incis- 
ure of  satisfaction.  The  former  served  to  devel- 
op the  naturally  strong  points  of  a  substantial 
character  wdiile  the  latter  have  shown  like  the  sun 
upon  a  rugged  mountain  side,  roundi)iii  up  the 
whole  to  a  complete  end. 

The  native  place  of  our  subject  was  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Decatur,  Ohio,  and  the  date  of  his  fiirth. 
April  -20,  1832.  When  he  was  a  mere  child  his 
parents  set  out  for  the  West  ami  after  Landing  in 
(iraiit  County,  Ind.,  slopped  ihcre  ainl  r.ai-ed  one 
crop.  In  the  sijring  of  is;is  they  folded  (heir 
tents  for  a  further  journc\-  Westward,  staiting  out 
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«illi  .1  four-lunse  li:;ini  and  biking  willi  llieiii  Ihiir 
|ii)iiseli(.>lil  go(j(ls  and  ;i  (inanlity  <ii'  pri>visi(iu>. 
Arriving  :it  the  "Waliasli  Kivcr  at  Covington.  Uiov 
llion  loailed  llieir  belongings  on  to  a  fi  rrv  lioal. 
'I'lic  uind  being  strong  ami  the  ri\er  iiigli,  tliev 
came  very  near  iieing  capsized  and  drowned  and 
rceeived  sueli  a  fiiglil  that  our  snlijuct  distineily 
remembers  liie  e\ent  to  tliis  day.  I'liey  succeeded 
however,  in  making  llic  crossing  in  safety  and  :i:- 
rived  in  this  county  on  tlie  .'lOlh  day  of  Mareh. 
stopping  at  Danville,  that  place  tln'n  lieing  a  very 
small  town.  The  country  around  was  coiupara- 
tively  unsettled,  the  caljins  of  llie  pioneeis  being 
fowand  far  between.  'J'liere  was  onlyone  or  two  wag- 
on roads  and  wild  animals  were  plentiful.  The  fel- 
low feeling  which  makes  all  m.an  kin  prevailed,  and 
each  new  comer  was  greeted  with  a  heartiness 
which  made  him  feel  welcome.  'J'he  father  of  our 
subject  died  tlie  succeeding  fall  and  the  family 
were  left  to  struggle  along  as  best  as  the^-  could 
under  the  stress  of  limited  means,  and  the  hard- 
ships .and  difliculties  of  life  on  the  frontier.  The 
motlier  was  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinar3'  capacity 
and  by  careful  management  kept  her  family  to- 
gether until  they  were  old  enough  to  take  care  of 
themselves.  Finally,  laying  aside  the  cares  and 
Labors  of  life  .she  removed  to  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Dallas  County,  Iowa,  where  her  de.-ith 
took  place  at  the  age  of  seventy -six  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  accjuired  his  educa- 
tion mostly  ill  the  subscriotion  schools.  When  lif- 
teen  j'ears  old  the  mother  broke  uii  honsekecping 
and  Franklin  began  working  out  by  the  day. 
month  and  job,  and  managed  to  maintain  liini-M'lf 
ver_\*  comfortably,  splitting  wood  by  the  eonl. 
plowing,  sowing  and  gathering  in  the  harvest.  In 
the  fall  of  l6i)G,  lie  t(jok  an  impoitant  step  toward 
establishing  a  lii.nne  (if  his  own.  being  married  to 
Miss  Kditha  .huie,  daughter  of  John  and  I'olh 
(Stewart)  iS^aylor.  The  newly  wedded  pair  took 
up  their  residence  near  Yankee  Point  and  .Mr. 
I'laldwin  occuiiied  himself  as.  befoi'e,  until  ].S(!4. 
when  he  |)nrchasod  a  tract  of  land  from  whirh  he 
biiill  u|>  a  gooil  farm  and  which  he  occupied  for  ;i 
[leriod  of  twenty-one  years.  In  .laiiuary,  KSfiO.  he 
and  his  eslimalile  wife  derided,  and  wisely,  thr^- 
would    retire  from    active  hibor,   and   accordingly 


leaving    the    farm  removed   to   the   new   vill.-ige  of 
Sidell.  of  which  they  have  since  bei-n  resiilents. 

Mr.  !;aldwin  in  the  fall  of  18s:).  piuchased  from 
Sanson  Itawlings  a  stoi'k  of  hardware  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  trade,  Imilding  up  a  good  patron- 
age. In  the  year  1887,  he  completed  a  neat  res- 
i<lence  on  East  Market  street  and  with  amjile  means 
and  all  the  comforts  of  life,  is  enabled  to  live  eas- 
ily and  enjoy  the  fruitf  of  his  early  iinlustry. 

Mr.  .and  Mis.  Baldwin  became  the  parents  of 
nine  chililri'u,  the  eldest  of  whom,  .lohii  JI.,  niar- 
rieil  Miss  Lucy  Thornton  and  is  farming  in  Car- 
roll T<jwnsliii).  the^'  ha\e  three  children;  I'erry  A., 
married  JNIiss  Sarah  K.  Lawrence  and  occupies  the 
homestead;  the_y  have  four  chihlren — Maude,  Ellen 
Lester,  and  Kosa;  Charles  M.,  married  Miss  Emily 
Criccs.  and  they  are  the  (jarents  of  one  child;  he 
conducts  a  grocery  store  in  Sidell;  William  A.  and 
"Wilbur  A.  weVe  twins,' the  former  is  farming  in 
Sidell  Township,   and   Wilbur  is   with    his   brother 

I    Charles  in  the  grocery;  Lenjaniin  li\'es  at  the  liome- 

i  stead;  Norah  E.,  died  at  the  .age  of  eiglitcen  months; 
Robert  W.,  is  in  Carroll  Township  witli  his  brother 
.lohn. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  in  his  early  man- 
hood an  old  line  ^\'hig,  and  Franklin  remembers 
the  electii>n  of  1840.  when  the  grantlfather  of  Tres- 
idenl  Harrison  was  elevated  U)  the  first  position  in 

I  the  land,  lie  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
.).  C.  Fremont,  and, was  a  staunch  sup[)orter  of  Ue- 
[)\iblican  [)rinciples. 

.lames  ISaldwin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried i'\Iiss  Rachel  P.arry  and  both  were  natives  of 
i'lrciwii  County,  Ohio.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
.loliii  Balilwiu,  came  from  England  prior  to  the 
War  of  1812,  and  settled  near  Ripley  in  Brown 
C<junty.  Ohio.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject 
participated  in  the  alxjve  war,  enlisting  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  after  Hull's  surrender.  The 
father  of  our  subject  came  to  this  count}-  in  the 
s|)ring  of  1838,  and  rented  a  part  of  the  Draper 
farm,  but  died  the  ensuing  fall  when  Franklin  was 
a  lad  of  six  years.  Tlu're  were  eleven  other  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom,  the  youngest  born.  'William, 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

The  remaining  children  of  the  parental  family  of 

I   our  subject  are  recorded  as  follows:    Caroline,  the 
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eldest,  is  a  rosidcnt  of  iMadison  Coiinly.  Iowa,  anil 
is  sevcnly-foiir  years  ohl;  AtUMiiila  lives  in  Marys- 
ville,  this  Si;ile,  and  is  nued  seventy-two;  I'olly. 
sixty  five  yeais  of  ni;c,  is  a  resident  of  (uoi'getown. 
III.;  Jane,  aged  fifty-live  is  a  resident  of  Dallas 
County,  Iowa;  Tl.omas  li\es  at  Yankee  Point,  lliis 
counly.  and  is  lifly-nine  years  old.  lie  and  our 
snbjeet  are  the  only  two  sons  liviny.  Tlie  other 
ehildren  were  nauietl  res|.)eeti\  ely,  I'llizabeth.  Daii- 
us,  John  X..  James  and  Mlijah. 

Mrs.  lialdwin's  father  was  lioi-n  in  Ohio,  and  her 
mother  in  Ireland.  i\Irs.  P.,-d(lwin  was  iHirii  in  \'er- 
niillion  Couaiy,  Ind.,  June  11,  If^lO.  and  thci-e 
spent  her  ciiildhood  and  youth,  attending  the  com- 
mon school  and  being  trained  bj'  an  excellent 
mother  to  those  housewifely  duties,  a  knowledge 
of  -whicli  is  essential  in  a  well-ordei-ed  household. 
fShe  has  stood  braveii'  by  her  husb.ind  in  his  toils 
and  struggles  and  he  avers  that  it  is  owing  largely 
to  her  good  sense  and  wise  counsels  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  attain  to  his  present  position,  so- 
cially and  fin;incinll3\  They  t.ike  a  natural  and 
jjardonabie  pride  in  their  fine  family  of  diildrcai  to 
whom  they  have  given  all  the  advantages  in  llii'ir 
power.  Mr.  llahlvvin  liclleves  in  eilneatiim  ami 
has  carried  out  his  sentiments  in  this  respect  in 
pioviding  ids  children  with  good  schouiing.  The 
family  is  widely  and  favorably  known  tlnoughout 
Sidell  Township  and  vicinity  where  they  count 
their  friends  by  the  score. 


^  jkllAAASl  MiT.ROOM  occupies  a  high  place 
\jiJf  '"""",-  llii-'  venerable  and  honored  citizens 
W^  of  Catlin  Tiiwnship.  and  ihougli  not  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  this  jiart  of  Vermilion 
County,  he  may  be  denominated  one  of  its  pioneers, 
lie  is  still  living  on  the  pleasant  tract  of  land  on 
section  35,  that  at  the  time  of  his  purchase  formed 
a  part  of  the  wild  praii'ie,and  which  he  has  since  im- 
proved into  a  line  farm.  I  le  and  his  wife  are  serenely 
passing  their  declining  years  in  one  of  the  cosiest 
and  neatest  homes  in  this  coiumunity.  wImto  thev 
are  held  in  respect  and  atfeetiou  by  the  many  who 
know  them. 

Mr.  IMcLSroom  is  a  Kentuckian  by  birth,  born   in 


Preston   County  April  2S.    181.').  the  eldest  of  the 

five  ehildren  of  .loseph  and  Phebe  (  VounL'')  Mi- 
Broom,  the  former  a  native  of  \iruinia  and  the 
latter  of  Chilicolhe.  Ohio.  Alter  their  marriage 
they  had  settled  in  Preston  County,  Ky..  and  thence 
they  removed  to  Crawfordsvillc.  Ind..  in  l.s27,  be- 
coming eaily  settlers  of  that  place.  Mr.  :\IcP.i(iom 
bought  a  tract  of  land,  and  cleared  forty  acres  of 
it  where  the  city  now  stands.  lie  was  a  man  of 
considerable  enterpri-e.  and  besides  engaging  in 
agriculture,  he  made  brick  in  that  locality  for  four 
years,  operating  two  bricky.ards  at  a  time,  and 
making  the  fiist  brick  that  was  evjr  inaile  in  that 
county.  His  useful  career  was  closed  in  1841.  iu 
the  home  that  he  built  up  there  in  Montgomery 
County,  and  a  valued  citi/en  was  then  lost^to  the 
community.  His  wife  snr\'ived  him  several  years, 
but  for  fourteen  years  [irevious  to  her  death,  which 
(jccurred  in  Cass  Counly,  Neb.,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah  Young,  she  was  an  invalid. 

Our  subject  w.as  still  in  his  boyhood  when  Ids 
parents  took  him  to  CrawfordsviUe,  Ind..  ami  there 
he  grew  ti_)  niatnrily.  devebjping  into  a  strong, 
shrewd,  capalilc  man.  lie  learned  the  traile  of 
wagon-makijig  in  that  comity,  and  followed  it 
exclusively  for  a  long  term  of  years,  findim:-  it 
quite  profitable.  He  removed  to  Tippecanoe 
County,  and  was  engaged  in  his  trade  chere,  manu- 
facturing wagons  for  some  ten  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Montgomery  County,  where  he  resided 
until  the  month  of  October.  18."<1.  when  he  came  to 
Vermilion  County,  and  settled  in  Catlin  Township. 
pur|)osing  to  give  his  attention  to  agriculture  on 
this  rich,  alluvial  s.iil.  and  he  has  ever  since  made 
his  home  here.  He  owns  1 1'O  arres  of  land  that  is 
very  fertile  and  producti\e,  .and  is  sMpplied  with  a 
good  set  of  Iniildings;  evt'rything  about  the  [ilace 
is  ordorlw  and  the  farm  is  under  good  m.anage- 
ment. 

Mr.  .McBi'Oom  has  been  three  tinii's  married. 
The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of  hisearU'  manhooil 
was  Khoda  Ann  .Stover,  and  she  w;,s,  like  himself, 
a  native  of  K'enlucky.  She  bore  him  one  child, 
which  dii.'d  in  infancy,  .and.  the  nioihcr  dvini;-  .also, 
both  were  biuicd  in  the  same  gr.ave.  .Mr.  MelJrooni 
was  marrieil  a  second  tiuie  iu  Moutgoniery  ('(puuIw 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Boyd  becoming  hi:^  wife;  she  was  a 
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datiyliter  of  Joseph  Ilaiiks.  To  tliciii  three  chil- 
dren were  boni — Jusvi'h,  John  nml  Tiiomns.  the 
Intter  dying-  when  .-1110111  :i  yearnld.  ^[^?.  Mc- 
I'lrooni  dcp:irted  this  liff  in  Tipiieeanoo  County, 
Inil.,  in  isi.s.  Our  snhject  was  married  to  his 
[jreseiit  wile  in  that  county  ilan-h  l."'>.  \iio\.  Iler 
maiden  name  was  ICmily  Allen.  .'-^he  was  tiie 
daughter  of  tlie  late  Judge  William  and  .Susan 
(.Sinirgeon)  Allen,  and  widow  <)(  .huoli  Sn\-der. 
He  died  in  Montironiery  C'onnty  Nov.  17,  184(;. 
.She  liad  by  lici-  first  in-'irriage  f(nii' cliihlien — Sarah, 
Susan,  Ivea  Ann.  Amanda  .M.  Sarah  was  the  wife 
of  Arthur  C.  Scliock_v.  and  she  ilied  in  Kansas. 
Mrs.  McBroom's  parents  were  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  she  was  the  .-.ixtli  of  tlieir  leu  cliildreii. 
She  was  liorn  in  rMHirbnii  County.  Ky.,  ^lay  20, 
1818.  I'.y  her  nian-iagc  with  our  subject  she  has: 
had  six  children,  as  follows:  I'liicbe  E..  Alfred, 
Franklin,  Joseiihiiie.  "William  and  ]'2ddie  J.  J'ha'be 
and  Franklin  are  deceased. 

Although  ]\Ir.  and  .Mrs.  Mcliroom  are  well  ad- 
vanced in  years,  the  snows  of  age  have  not  yet 
chilled  their  hearts  or  deadened  tlieir  sym|iatliies 
towards  the  needy  and  sutTering.  The}'  still  take 
an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  day.  and 
keep  well  posted  on  topics  of  general  interest.  Mr. 
MclJroom's  career  in  life  has  been  a  useful  one  to 
himself  and  to  the  coinnuniity  at  large,  as  he  has 
contributed  liis  niiola  towards  its  upbuilding,  and 
has  always  acted  tlie  part  of  a  good  citizen,  lie  is 
decided  in  his  political  views,  and  is  a  faithful  ad- 
herent of  the  Democratic  party. 

\INS()N      1:.     BOAUDMAN.       Occasionally 

\7//  ^^'•^  ""''  "^  '"'"^  ^^  ''*^  ''"^^  ''■^*'  '''"  enterjirise  to 
M  see  soiuetiiing  of  the  world  bft'ore  settling 
down  to  the  sterner  duties  of  life,  as  in  the  ease  of 
the  subject  of  this  notice.  He  has  been  ijuite  a 
traveler  throiigliinit  the  AVestern  country,  and 
spent  a  niunbcr  of  years  on  the  Pacific  .Slo|^c.  lie 
came  to  this  iminty  in  tlie  fall  of  1810,  and  settled 
on  this  farm  in  I8J1;),  where  he  has  2Go  acres  of 
choice  land  on  section  2(j,  townslii|i  2.'?.  range  12. 
This  has  been  his  home  for  the  hnig  period  of 
thiity-fivo  years,  and  he    is  still  on  the  sunny  side 


1  of  seventy,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life, 
and  blest  with  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
fciiow  citizens. 

.Mr.  ISoardnian  was  born  in   Ontario   Count}-,  N. 
I    v..    May    3,  1822,   and    there    spent   his    youthful 
'    day>,  aeqniring  a   practical    education   in  the  coni- 
I    moil  school.     lie  was  bred  to  farming  pursuits.     In 
I    Ihesiiring   of    l81'.b   young  Jioardman  decided  to 
visit  California,  and.  [nireliasing  an  ox  team  at  In- 
dependence,  31o..  >tarted   across    the  plains  with  a 
company    of    12:i   men.  Thcy'cros.scd  the  iMissouri 
River  at   .St.  Joseph,  and  followed    the  usual   trail 
taken  by  emigrants.     They    were  fi\-e  months    on 
I    the  road,  but  at  the    end    of    that   time     12:Joftlie 
men  were    scattered  to    dilferent  places,  only   our 
subject  and  one   man    reaching  their  dcslination  in 
company.      The  others  finally    drifted   to    the  same 
place  after    ha\ing   wandered   around   north  of  the 
Saerainenlo  Kiver. 

I'pon  his  arrival  in  California,  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  mining  from  early  in  the  fall  until  late 
in  the  winter,  then  went  down  to  Nappa,  when 
there  was  only  one  building  in  Sacramento  but 
acres  of  tents.  He  staid  there  with  an  attack  of 
fever,  whicii  lasted  about  four  weeks,  and  then  en- 
tered the  employ  v(  the  proprietor  of  the  eilv.  with 
whom  he  remained,  hauling  lumber  at  .xl.jii  per 
month  until  fall,  when  he  made  liis  wa\-  to  Oregon, 
where  he  spent  the  winter.  In  thespring  he  entered 
the  mines  of  Northern  California,  but  with  rather 
l)oor  smeess,  then  returned  to  Oregon,  but  finally 
went  back  to  California  ami  rented  land,  where-  he 
carried  on  agriculture  until  returning  home. 

This  return  jouMie\-  was  made  by  our  subject  via 
the  water  routi'.  .-icross  the  istluniis  to  New  Orleans, 
and  up  the  :\!issi>sippi.  :\Ir.  rioai-dman  arriving  in 
this  ciiuntv  again  in  the  siiring  of  l)^,')o.  That 
year  he  visited  New  York  State.  Subseqnentlv 
.Air.  IJoardman  enijiloyed  himself  at  farming,  hav- 
ing in  view  the  establishment  of  a  home  of  his 
own.  and  on  the  ItUh  of  Ni)Veinber,  l.s54,  was 
united  in  marri.ige  with  .Mrs.  Sus.an  Carter.  Sinm 
aflerward  he  settled  on  his  pie-enl  f;irni,  where  he 
has  yince  m;ide  his  Imnie.  al!  iiuiigh  the  farm  did 
not  erpial  its  present  dimensions,  h.-ivini;  been 
added  to  both  by  himself  and  his  >oiis. 

To  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  IJoarilman  there  were  horn  four 
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eliildrcn.  :ill  of  whom  are  livinji;.  Inez  i?  tlic  u-ife 
of  Tlitium<  Kv;nis.  aixl  tliey  nre  vc-iilinu'  iij  dniit 
Townsliiji:  1  Icvbert  \'.  and  l-lnic>t  L'.  are  ni  Iimrii' 
with  their  father;  Marcus  A.  is  travolinp:  Auditor 
for  tiie  Chienijo  il-  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  C'om- 
|iany.  JTr.  llonrdninn  has  liei  n.  for  a  nnn;l..'r  of 
years  a  menil.ior  of  llie  I'reshyteiian  Clnireh  at 
Kossville,  and  polilieally  sives  his  siipinul  io  Ihe 
Ue[)ul)lican  party,  lie  is  a  man  i|uiet  and  uno-Leii- 
tati<_)us  in  his  manner  of  liviiijr.  and  ha;..  !;een  i-uu- 
tenl  to  pursue  the  even  ten<.ir  of  his  way,  nialu;ii;' 
very  little  stir  in  the  world,  and  ue\'er  seehinir  po- 
litical preferment. 

The  parents  of  our  suhjeet  were  de-se  C.  and 
Mary  (Uunyou)  IJoardmnn,  the  former  a  native 
of  Connecticut.  When  about  ei^ht  or  nine  \ears 
old  lie  removed  with  his  parents  to  Xt  w  Viirk 
State,  where  he  \va<  married  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Ontario  County.  His  wife,  the  niolher  of  our 
sid)jecl.  died  there  when  the  hitler  was  four  \-ears 
old.  .lesse  l>oardman  spent  his  last  days  near 
liusliville.  Ontario  County,  and  departed  this  life 
when  about  sixty-seven  years  old. 


^¥/()llN  E.  .SMITH  is  classed  an.on-  the  al.le 
!i!.d  highly  intelligent younu- farniei- of  \'or- 
milion  County,  who  are  active  in  sn.>:,iininir 
»^gy,/  and  extending  its  great  agricultural  inter- 
ests. His  well  ai)pointod  farm  on  section  '.>i;.  Pilot 
Township,  is  in  all  respects  linely  in)pro\ed.  and 
compares  well  with  other  estates  in  the  vieinit\-. 
He  has  stocked  it  with  cattle,  lioises  and  Iiolis  of 
fine  grades,  and  he  is  cultivating  it  witii  good  re- 
sults so  as  to  malce  nioney.  He  is  a  nnti\-o  horn 
citizen  of  this  county,  Dec.  o,  1h54.  lieiiiL;  the  date 
of  his  birth.  His  father,  (ieorge  (i.  Smilii.  was 
horn  in  Muskingum  Count}-,  Ohio.  .Vuu'.  31,  I. Si!:!, 
and  he  came  to  tliis  county  in  conipanv  with  his 
parents,  who  were  of  German  antecedents  and 
birth,  in  18:!(J.  They  thus  became  the  pioncrs  of 
Vcrndlion  County,  and  were  respected  residents 
here  till  death  closed  their  earlhly  c.iroer,  the  i^rand- 
fatht^r  of  our  suliject  dying  in  Isc,  |.  ;uid  Ihe  L;i-aud- 
niother  in  IS  12.  The  following  i^  recorded  of  the 
nine  childien  horn  to    the  parents    of  our  subject: 


ICIizabelh  marrieil  George  Wilson,  of   Ohio,  now  a 

farmer  of  I'.lor.nl  Town-hip,  and  flu  \-  have  two 
ehiidrci;:  |-:ii:;~  D..  a  f:iiiner  of  lilonnl  Townshiji. 
Uiariied  Clara  Nniilh  and  Ihiy  h;i\e  three  children; 
Sarah  lives  with  her  jiarent^:  E\'a  married  .Andrew 
l-aidiam.  of  lUounI  'I'oun-hip.  now  tif  Uc.iss  Town- 
ship, and  they  h.a\e  one  child:  A\'esle\ ,  a  farmer. 
ni:n-ricd  Emm:;  Sperry.  ot  lllount  Townslii|).  and 
tiicy  have  one  chihl;  .M:ii>hai;.  \\'ood;,rd  and  .lo- 
si'phine  are  ihe  o'.hers. 

.lohn  Smith  leceived  liic  [u'eliminai-ies  of  a  sounil 
cdmatiou  in  the  public  M-hoo|s.  which    he  :ittended 
till  he  wa.->  iHcnly-one    yeais   ol<l.    and    then  being 
aud)itii.>us  to  advance  still  farther  in  his  .-tudies,  he 
attended  the  State    Normal   School,  where   he   pur- 
sued an  excellent  literary   course    that    Ihoroughlv 
fitted  liini    for    the    profession   of    teaciung  that  he 
afu:ru;ird  adopted,      lie  was  successfully   engaged 
ai  tli:il  vocalion  eight  years,  but  after  marri.age  he 
!    afiandoncd  it  to  give    his  attention   to  agriculture, 
'   and  bought  eighty  .acres    of  linely  improved  farm- 
ing land.      He  subsequently    sold   that  and    pur- 
'    ch.ased  his  iirc'ent  farm  of  ICO  acres  of  l:\nd  equally 
[    good,  and  well  adapted    to   general   farming.      It  is 
under   high    cullivatiiin,  and    is  ])rovidcd    with  a 
comfortable,    conveniently  arranged  set    oi     farm 
buildings. 

Mr.  Smitli  has  much  linancial  cap:icil\-,  is  en- 
doued  with  good  nienl:d  (pudities  Unit  have  been 
stimulated  by  a  liberal  education,  and  he  carries  on 
his  farnang  (operations  with  intelligent  ^kill  that 
will  one  day  place  him  among  the  weallhv  and 
substantial  citizens  of  tin.-  toivnship.  if  he  jiro»pors 
as  he  li:is  heretofore  done.  In  his  politics  ho  is  an 
;iident  channiion  of  tin'  Democratic  partv.  and  has 
been  since  the  days  when  he  cast  his  first  \ote  for 
S:unuel.l.  Tilden.  the  gre:it  New  York  -latesman, 
his  la>t  vote  for  inesident  lieing  infa\-<jiof  Grover 
Cleveland. 

The  marri:igo  of  Mr.  Smith  with  .Mi--  .Alarv  E. 
Firebangh,  of  ISIount  'I'own.-hip,  occurred  March 
•Jo,  IS7G.  She  w;is  born  Dec.  II.  18.,.!,  in  the 
:it'orenientioned  town.-hili,  her  parents  being  Wil- 
li:nn  U.  :ind  3Ielvia  (l"lor;i)  Kiiebaugh,  the  father 
bcin:;  of  (icrman  descent.  They  emigrated  from 
Ohio  to  lndi;ina.  :ind  thence  to  Illiimi-.  The  mo- 
ther de(iarted  tins  life   in     ISTi',      The    l:ilher    still 
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ivsiilos  ill  tills  t'cunty.  Tlicy  ucie  llic  parents  of 
fivi'  rliildiC'ii:  Ciirti.-;  iiKini(il  ( 'lui-liii:i  rmtcT.  of 
tills  fuiml\",  au'l  ilii'\'  lia\'0  Iwii  cliil  li\'ii;  lOli/oaliotli 
mm  tIi-mI  f  iodi'uc  Si!_v<l<i'.  iif  tl:i<  cmiiily,  now  liv- 
inii  in  ()ak\vcMi(l  To,;  nshiii.  ami  they  lia\i'  Uvo 
cliililicii ;  liolxi't,  a  I'ariiior.  niariinl  Loo  !''aii(liil(.i.s. 
of  liloimt  To\viislii[).  and  tlicy  havr  two  cliildten. 
Kniina  inairiuil  Milton  l'"airfliilils.  <if  Jilmuit  Town- 
sliil).  'J'Ik'  foliouin-'  is  Llir  iccvml  (if  Hit;  11  m;  cliil- 
(Iren  born  of  the  pleasant  wimIiK'iI  life  of  Mv.  and 
Mrs  >Sinitti:  Irvin  V,'..  was  horn  Juni'  3.  1877: 
Edwin  IJ..  Jan.  2;).  1.S70:  Alfied  (;..  Jan  '.i,  1881: 
Everett  J..  Sept.  o,  l.SSt;  Al-a.  :\<jv.  G.  1S8G. 


'^  ELEX  T.  C'A'i'lIERWOOl)  is  one  of  the 
(.(gg//J[,     most  piMinint'iit  and  liiisy  men  of   Iloopes- 

I  W-  trni,  liavini;  larm'  iiil.cri>ls  in  vavions 
1^^  branches  of    inilnstry  in    the  town,      lie   is 

one  of  the  originators  and  present  owner  of  the 
Iloope.ston  C'annijiL;'  Eactory,  and  is  also  its  (ien- 
crnl  Manager.  This  enteri)rise  was  inauiiLiratcd  in 
1882,  and  at  first  was  operated  on  a  small  seale. 
but  lias  i;radiially  inercasi'd  until  it  has  heeonie 
n,  very  important  fac'tor  in  the  hnsiness  interests  of 
Hoopeston.  East  year  the  estahlishniont  nsed 
about  2,000  aeres  of  corn  :ind  ]>eas,  heini!  ;U1 
r.iised  by  the  coni|i:in_v.  wliich  is  composed  of  Mr. 
Catherwood,  J.  S.  JIcEerren  and  A.  H.  Troijo.  The 
concern  furnishes  enijiloynient  to  300  people  and 
fifty  teams,  and  the  output  of  corn  alone  last  vcar 
amonntcd  to  2.500.000  cans.  The  value  of  the 
plant  and  stock  is  given  at  =sl50JJ00. 

Mr.  Catherwood  is  also  pngaged  in  the  grain 
business  on  the  line  of  the  Eake  Eiie  :uid  Western 
Railroad,  on  which  ri>ad  he  owns  large  elc\-ators 
at  ditl'erent  points,  having  associated  with  him 
partners  at  each  place.  He  alsu  owns  a  laige 
grain  farm  of  1.520  acres  in  the  State  nf  In- 
diana in  company  with  Mr.  Williams.  It  will  he 
seen  that  ]Mr.  C'athervvood  has  a  large  Inisiness. 
which  is  coni[>os(d  of  grain  liandlhig.  farmiic.,'  .and 
ii)annfa(  taring,  and.  it  is  s:ife  to  say,  that  there  is 
no  man  in  this  part  of  the  comitry  hctler  a'lk^  to 
liandle  these  iminensc  interests,  lie  has  held  dif- 
ferent public  oHices.  and    here    shows  his   capacity 


for  doing  business  for  others  as  well  a,-  for  himself. 
lie  was  made  Chairman  to  investiLiate  the  differ- 
ent plan>  of  \vater\M)rks.  with  ;i  view  to  the  selec- 
tion of  tile  Inst  for  lloopcslon.  lie  visited  differ- 
ent places  ill  llu'  cduntry,  and  .after  a  decisirjn  was 
liuall}"  reached,  which  pr:iclic;dly  embodied  his 
reconiinendalions,  he  \\as  gi\cii  the  geiiernl  su|)er- 
vision  of  the  erection  of  the  walcrwdiks.  A\'ith  his 
[jartiier.  ;M  r.  Treg'i-  this  impnrtant  improvement 
reached  a  successful  com[)lction. 

I\lr.  Catherwood  was  liorn  in  Bcliiioni  County. 
Ohio.  Dec.  1.").  IsiL'.  and  when  fifhcn  years  of 
age.  and  twd  yi'.ais  after  the  death  of  his  falner. 
lie,  with  his  nidther  and  f.amily,  removed  to  (iiris- 
tian  Comity.  III.,  where  he  remained  with  his 
mother  on  their  lanii  until  his  m.arriagc,  which  oc- 
curred in  October.  1871.  In  ly7G  he  removed  to 
I  X'crniilion  County,  settling  on  a  farm  near  Hoopes- 
j  ton.  lie  engaged  in  this  business  for  awhile, 
when  he  purchased  a  grocery-  sttne.  ^\■hile  he  had 
no  previous  experience  in  the  mercantile  business, 
his  solid  common  sense  guided  him  on  to  iiros- 
periti'  in  his  newl\-cliosen  ^(lcation.  lie  continued 
in  this  trade,  and  also  engaged  extensivelv  in 
stock-raising  (which  he  still  follows)  until  he 
launched  into  the  grain  business,  as  has  been  before 
slated. 

Mr.  Catlierwooil's  wife's  maiden  name  was  ^Miss 
Cornelia  IlartwcU.  and  lluy  are  the  parents  of 
three  children  li\ing — IJobert.  Maud  and  Naomi, 
and  tfirei'  who  died  while  young.  Mr.  Catherwood 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fralernit\-,  bcini;  a 
Knight  Teiniilar.  He  is  e\cr  willing  .and  readv 
to  aid  anyone  who  is  deserving,  ami.  as  a  leading 
man  of  Hoopeston.  Ir.is  an  enviable  lecord.  It  is 
safe  to  assume  that  there  are  few  better  men  i:i  this 
portion  of  the  Slate  of   Illinois. 

James  Catherwood.  father  of  Allen  T.,  was  horn 
]  ill  Ireland,  and  when  twenty  years  ijf  age  c:une  to 
this  country  and  settled  in  Delaware,  where  he 
married  .Alias  Eydia  Tussie.  .Soon  after  his  ni.ar- 
I  riage  he  rcmoNciI  to  Ohio,  where  a.ll  his  children 
I  were  liorii.  Allen  being  the  youngest  of  ten.  He 
1  was  a  general  fanner,  and  was  considered  ;i  siic- 
I  ce-sfnl  man  in  his  calliiiu.  'When  his  death  oc- 
i  curred.  in  1S,")5,  his  wife  ;nid  her  family  rcnio\ed 
:    to   Christian   County,  as    before   staled,  where  she 
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purcliasod  :i  farm,  wliicli  slio  operaU'il  until  the 
marriage  of  Alien,  wlicii  lie.  \viiJi  tlir  otlior  chil- 
dren, boiii^^hl  l\rr  a  iiirc  p[ii|JLMiy  in  'l".i\iui-\iilc. 
whore  siie  iimv  iisides  with  a  sinLTJo  daiiglittT. 

J;0I1X  I\I.AKY.  ppnoral  iiirrchant.  of  Tilton. 
I  and  ]'n--Uiui.stcr  of  \':in  liuxiook  I'o^t-unicc. 
I  A'crniilion  Co.,  is  one  of  ihc  most  nroininont 
'  business  men  in  tin's  Itic.-dity,  and  is  one  of 
tlie  leading  civic  otiiciais.  lie  is  of  Celtic  aneeslrv 
and  was  born  in  Count}'  Longford,  Ireland,  in  .June, 
1837.  His  father,  John  McVey,  was  a  native  of 
the  same  coiintv.and  was  there  reared  and  married, 
contiiuiing  his  residence  in  the  inline  of  his  nativity 
till  1837.  In  that  year  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  seel<ing'  t()  better  Ids  fortune,  leaving  his 
family  behind,  intending  to  send  for  tliem  at  a  later 
date  after  he  Ijecanie  permanentl}'  established.  lie 
located  in  Scluiylkill  County,  Pa.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  mining  for  severid  years,  till  an  accident 
in  the  mines  caused  liis  death  in  is.j-'.  while  yet 
scarce  past  life's  prime. 

His  son  John,  of  whom  we  wiite,  was  but  an  in- 
fant when  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  loving 
care  of  a  good  mother,  and  his  father  being  in  this 
coitntrj%  he  w,as  Uiken  to  the  home  of  his  grand- 
parents, and  was  reared  by  lliem  till  l.s.'>l.  In  that 
year  he  followed  his  father  to  America,  setting  sail 
from  Liverpool  and  landing  in  New  York  after  a 
voyage  of  seven  weeks,  a  poor  boy  in  a  str.angc 
land.  He  hastened  to  join  his  father  wliom  he  had 
scarce  seen,  he  having  been  an  infant  when  he  had 
left  home,  and  they  were  reunited  in  I'ennsylv.Tiiia. 
Our  subject  soon  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a 
mule  driver  in  a  coal  mine.  In  l.s.")?  he  decided 
that  he  would  like  to  try  life  in  the  great  West,  and 
making  his  w;iy  to  this  State  lie  tried  to  obtain  work 
ill  a  coal  mine  at  Danville.  Xot  succeeding  in  that 
attemiit  he  got  employment  (jn  a  railway  for  a  few 
monllis, and  then  cngagrd  in  mining.  In  ^lay  of  tliat 
year  he  answered  Lincoln's  call  for  IMi-day  men, 
and  enlisting  in  Com|>any  ('.  li-'ili  Illinois  Infantry. 
served  with  hi-  regimrnt  till  the  ex|iir.ilion  (if  his 
term  of  eiilistuieiil,  when  he  was  lioiiorabl\-  dis- 
chaii^ed  and  n-iurned  to  Danville.   In  August.lS02, 


he  again  went  l'(Mtli  to  aid  his  adopted  country, 
and  enrolling  his  nninc  with  the  members  of  Com- 
pany C.  iL'.'ith  llliiioi<  Infantry,  he  went  to  tin-  fri'iil 
wilh  his  icgiment.  and  bra\-ely  fared  the  foe  on 
many  a  holly  conti'jted  battlelield.  The  most  im- 
|)ortant  battles  in  which  he  t'n.ik  part  were  tlio>e  of 
Perry  ville,  Ky.,  and  Cliicamaiiua.  On  the  wa}'  from 
Chattanooga  to  Atlanta  with  Cencral  .Sherman,  he 
foiighi  in  the  various  engagements  with  the  rebels 
that  they  encountered  and  in  the  si(...p  ;ii,(l  capture 
of  the  latlercity.  lb'  was  also  present  at  the  battle 
of  Jonesboro.  where  he  \vas  st>veri'ly  wounded,  and 
was  obliged  to  go  to  the  hospital  for  treatment,  lie 
rejoined  his  re^xinn'iil  that  vrintor  at  Savannah. 
.\ftor  that  he  was  unable  to  cany  a  muslcet.  so  did 
not  inar<-h  with  his  comrades,  but  went  by  boat  to 
"Washington,  where  he  was  honorably  discharged  in 
May,  iSii;.-,. 

After  his  experience  of  military  life.  ^fr.  McVej' 
returne<l  to  Danville  and  resumed  mining,  which 
occupation  he  continued  till  1S7;!.  lie  then  rented 
land  aiid  engaged  in  farming  the  ensuing  five  years. 
During  that  time  he  established  himself  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Tilton,  his  wife,  a  woman  of 
more  than  onliiiarv  ability,  acting  as  raan.ager.  .she 
proved  so  successful  that  !\Ir.  McVey  fiiiall}-  deter- 
mined to  enlarge  the  liusiness  and  devote  his  time 
to  it,  and  from  that  small  beginning  has  grown  his 
present  prosperous  business,  lie  is  the  only  mer- 
chant in  Tilton,  and  carries  a  large  stock  of  general 
merchandise,  groceries,  etc.,  ami  h.as  a  neat,  well 
appointed  store. 

July  2,  18Gi).  Mr.  :\Ic'\'ey  took  a  step  that  has 
,  had  an  important  bearing  (m  his  .after  life  wheieby 
he  secured  a  wife  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  -luli.a 
(Mclleney)  Mulhattoii.  who  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  his  prosperity.  She  is.  like  himself,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  born  in  Coniily  Monaglian.  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Patrick  and  .\nn  (Mullioll.in) 
JMclIeney.  and  the  widow  of  James  JMiilhalton. 
Iler  piareiits  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  and  her 
father  dying  when  she  was  very  youiiu.  her  motlier 
S(_)On  after  took  her  cliildren  to  Lngland.  ami  later 
came  to  America,  five  of  her  c!iildri.-ii  ecuning  at 
dilTeivnt  times.  Mrs.  McN'ey  was  lirst  marrieil  in 
County  Durham.  Kngland.  when  but  a  uiii  in  her 
teens,  to  James  Mulhattoii.     When  she  was  nineteeii 
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years  of  nge  slio  accompaiiiod  lici'  Iiusbanil  to  tlic 
riiitcr]  Slates,  and  tliey  lived  (ine  yctir  in  I'cnnsyl- 
\:mi;i.  'I'lioy  subsequently  c:iine  to  W'liiiilidn 
C'liuiilv.  ami  licre  Mv.  Mnlh.-illini  died  wliilc  in  the 
|ii  iiiu-  of   life. 

Onrsnliject  is  a  fine  S|iet-inien  of  the  yeniis  lionui 
denominated  the  sell'-made  man.  as  all  that  he  has 
and  all  that  he  is  he  iiwcs  to  his  own  exertions. 
He  is  ;i  in.in  of  lioiioi-,  ^\■hose  clituacti'i'  is  nnlilem- 
ishrd.  anil  his  standing  in  business  and  social  eireles 
is  of  the  highest.  His  l'raid<,  genial,  .'ind  |ileas;uil 
manner  has  aiven  him  a  warm  place  in  the  heai'ts 
of  his  many  as-.oeiales  and  lie  is  |io|iulai'  with  all 
classes.  In  i)oH!ics  he  alliliatc.s  witli  the  Demo- 
crats, but  is  friendly  with  all  |)arlies.  He  has  re- 
presented ]Jan\ille  'rownshiii  as  Assistant  Supervi- 
sor of  the  ('e)unly  Bfiard  four  yeais;  has  served 
several  terms  as  a  niemlier  of  the  Tillon  Town 
Council,  tuul  is  at  [jiesent  J'resident  of  that  honoi'a- 
ble  body  of  men.  He  and  his  w  d'e  aie  mendiers  <if 
the  St.  Patrick  Roman  Catholic  Church,  eontril.uite 
libcriiUy  to  its  ^.upport,  and  are  active  in  its  every 
good  work. 

-     OOP     , 

J^l'OHX  W.  KOGGESS,  M.  ]).,  stands  hi-li  in 
I  the  medical  |)rofessif)n  as  rcprt'senled  in 
j  N'ennilion  County,  and  he  has  also  ac(|uired 
'  a  fair  reiintation  as  an  intelligent,  enter- 
prising agriculturalist,  owning  and  managing  the 
farm  on  which  he  makes  his  liome.  iilea.saiitly  lo- 
cated on  section  29,  Catlin  Township,  he  having 
retired  to  this  [)lace  a  few  j-cars  .ago  cmi  account  of 
failing  health.  'Hiis,  his  native  township,  has  good 
reason  to  be  proud  of  her  son.  and  he  has  alwtp.s 
exerted  his  influence  to  elevate  her  citizenship. 

The  father  of  this  subject,  likewise  named  -lohn, 
was  a  Virginian  by  birth,  iNIonroe  County  bciuL; 
his  native  place.  His  mother,  ,Tane  (i.  (.McCorlde) 
IJoggess,  was  born  in  Green  liriar  C'ount\'.  \\ .  \-a. 
After  marriage  his  [tarents  settled  cither  in  (uien 
ISriar  County,  or  in  Jlonroe  County.  AV.  ^'a..  where 
the  father  was  engaged  as  a  farmer  r.iul  stock 
raiser.  In  IS.'W  he  settled  up  his  affairs  in  that 
section  of  the  country,  and  vvith  his  family  enu- 
grated  to  the  wilds  of  \'crmilion  County,  and  be- 
came an  early  ;)ioneer  of  Catlin  Township,  settling 


I  in  what  is  known  as  Hutler's  Point.  About  I  8  u; 
'  he  removed  with  his  wife  .auil  children  to  Wisccju- 
sin,  consi<Ierin--  this  loc.-ilil  \  .  with  the  newly  bro- 
:  ken  [jrairie  sod  nnd  otiii  r  mi;i~matic  inlbiences, 
I  quite  nnhe.-iilliful  then.  Ih-  did  not,  however, 
sell  his  re;d  eslate  in  thi^  township,  and  after  an 
absence  of  three  year>.  he  relni-ned  to  this  locality 
with  his  family,  and  scttlccl  ,,n  tlie  old  I-;iliolt 
iilace.  just  west  of  ('allin,  living  thci-c  for  conven- 
ience a  short  time,  and  then  went  baek  on  to  his 
farm.  In  1  S.",(;  they  went  to  Danville  to  reside, 
and  dwelt  there  four  vear>  lor  the  |inrpose  of  edu- 
cating their  children.  Mr.  lioggess  tlien  i-eturned 
again  to  his  farm  in  this  to-.vn-hip,  and  continueil 
to  live  here  till  his  death,  u  liich  tjccurred  in  Feb- 
ruary, IbTl.  His  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the 
grave,  dying  in  .May.  1  nils.  q-jiey  hml  eleven 
chihtren;  William,  who  died  in  Catlin  Tt.iwnship, 
when  .aljout  Iwcnly-tuo  years  old;  Diana  .M..  the 
wife  of  -loseph  Crilllth.  dicii  when  >\ic  was  thirty- 
seven  years  old;  Rebecca  M.  is  the  \vde  of  ^\■illiam 
M.Ra_\';  ICIix.abelli  died  when  .about  se\'cntecu  yearSv 
old;  Harvey  H.  died  .at  the  ag(_>  of  thirty-eight 
years;  Charles  T.  is  a  farn)er  in  N'ermilion  County; 
America  . I.  is  the  wife  of  .l.anies  Da\is;  Knoch  P. 
I  isafarmeiin  X'erniilion  County;  .Iiilia  died  when 
she  was  six  years  old:  .Melissa  died  in  infancy; 
i    .lohn  AV. 

The  latter,  of  wh<>m  we  write,  was  born  in  Cat- 
,  lin  Township.  Feb.  27,  1  S  I.!,  and  with  the  exccp- 
;  tion  of  three  yeais  sfK'nl  in  W'i^coir-in.  when  he 
i  was  but  an  infant,  and  the  four  ycais  in  Danville 
!  when  he  was  attending  sehoiil.  he  was  reared  to 
'  man's  estate  in  (he  township  ol'  his  biiili.  He  \vas 
ediu-ated  paitly  in  the;  public  schools,  and  in  the 
j  seminary  at  Danville,  which  he  .attcniled  till  he  was 
I  sixteen  years  old.  After  that  he  bec.'Muca  teacher. 
!  and  was  engaged  in  tli.at  vocaticm  in  the  winter  of 
I.SliOand  in  the  sununcr  o!'  1  SO  1 .  In  1  .si;^.  andii- 
j  tious  to  cxti'ud  his  edncaiion,  he  entered  the  IHi- 
j  nois  AVesleyan  Iniversitv  at  Rhjomington,  and  was 
:  graduated  from  that  institution  in  I  sfii;,  ha\inL;- 
,  attained  high  rank  for  excellent  scholarship.  He 
;  then  took  up  the  study  of  nu'dieine.  and  w  hile  pur- 
:  suing  his  eour-e  he  taught  school  to  p.iv  iiis  ex- 
penses. He  was  under  the  tntorsliip  <if  Dr.  A.  H. 
I    Luce,     a    well-known     physiitian   of    liloomiugton. 
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itud  icmaiuoil  willi  him  till  the  fall  of  l.'-iGT.  lu 
the  winter  of  that  year,  lie  t^nteved  tlio  C'liieaLji) 
Medical  College,  the  luedieal  ileiiaitmeiil  nf  Uic 
Northwestern  University,  and  |)nrsned  liis  studies 
with  eharaeteristic  viLTOr.  In  the  sprint;'  of  18G8, 
he  resumed  teaching  in  Catlin  Towiishi|>.  in  order 
that  he  might  lie  at  homo  with  his  mother,  to  whom 
he  was  devotedly  attached,  and  whose  healtli  was 
fast  failing,  an<l  his  presence  soothed  her  dying 
hours.  In  the  fa.l!  of  1 8GS  he  returned  to  college,  and 
resuming  his  studies,  was  graduated  in  Jlarch  1S70, 
with  all  honoi'  for  having  attained  a  high  standard 
in  his  class.  He  established  himself  in  his  profession 
in  Ocononiowoe,  Wis.  But  he  did  not  remain  there 
long,  however,  as  in  the  fall  of  th.at  year  he  heard 
of  a  g(jod  opening  for  an  enterprising  young  phy- 
sician at  Coon  liapids.  Iowa,  and  proceeding  to 
that  place,  he  (jpened  an  ollicc  there,  and  continued 
there  till  the  spring  of  l.s72,  when  he  located  in 
Nevada,  fowa,  the  county  seat  of  Stor}'  County, 
which  presented  a  liroa<ter  field,  and  during  his  ten 
years  residence  there,  he  liuilt  up  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice,  hecoming  one  of  the  leading 
phj'sicians  of  .the  county.  In  1882  he  retraced  his 
steps  to  his  native  county,  and  opening  an  ollice  in 
Danville,  he  soon  had  more  patients  than  he  could 
attend  to,  as  his  fame  as  a  successful  and  skillful 
{iractitioner  had  preceded  him  to  his  old  home;  but 
under  the  continuous  strain  of  overwork  his  health 
gave  wa3',  and  he  w:is  forced  to  retire  from  the  ar- 
duous duties  of  his  [irofession,  and  having  a  nat- 
ural taste  for  out-of  dooi-  labor,  and.  as  a  wise  ph}'- 
sician  fully  believing  in  it>  healtl.  restoring  pro- 
l)ertics,  he  came  to  Catlin  Townshiii  in  ISSltuuI 
went  to  farming,  and  has  ever  since  devoted  him- 
self to  that  occupation.  He  owns  a  fine  farm  of 
sixty  acres,  and  has  it  under  excellent  cultivation. 
The  doctor  was  married  in  Carroll  County,  lown. 
Dec.  '29,  1872.  to  Miss  \elora  15.  I'ipcr.  who  pre- 
sides over  his  home  with  true  grace,  and  makes  it 
C0S3'  and  attractive  to  its  inmates  and  to  their  nu- 
merous friends,  and  even  the  stranger  that  hap- 
pens under  its  roof  i>  kindly  made  welcome.  ^Hs. 
Boggcsi  is  a  native  of  JV-nnsylvania.  I.iorn  in  Bed- 
ford County.  .Ian.  8.  \^::\.  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
A.  and  ISfary  (Funk)  I'ii'cr.  The  following  is  the 
record  of  the   four  children    born  to  her  and   her 


husbuud:  Charles  'Wesloy.  born  March  2.  1874, 
died  Aug.  8.  1^7-1:  Carrie  .M..  be.rn  -luly  6,  l.'<7;'.: 
Walter  Thom.Ts.  A|iril  21.  ls7'.);  Conevieve.  April 
■>S.  I8S8. 

The  doctor  possesses,  in  a  rare  degree,  those 
noble  traits  of  cliarncLer  that  mark  a  man  C)f  honor 
and  veracity,  one  in  whom  his  fellow-citizens  feel 
they  may  safel\  put  their  trust.  He  is  a  Tiian  of 
extensive  learning  and  inf<;>rmalion.  and  cm  his 
retirement  from  active  practice,  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  Vermilion  County  lost  one  <.f  its  most 
able  members.  Ho  is  greatly  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  native  township,  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  ever\thing  that  tends  to  [n-omotc  its  moral 
elevation,  educational  or  material  status,  and  is 
i  especially  active  in  religious  affairs,  he  and  his  wife 
being  esteemed  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  he  has  been  an  active  Sunday- 
school  worker,  holding  the  oflice  of  superintendent 
and  also  being  a  teacher.  He  is  iulluential  in  jio- 
litical  matters,  being  one  of  the  leading  IJepubli- 
cans  in  this  vicinity,  and  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican Central  Committee  of   1888,  of  his  township. 


?;'_  ON.  CII.\KLE.S  A.  ALLliN,  member  of 
T]'^!  the  Thirty-sixth  Ceneral  Assemlily.  fioin 
'l'j>^  the  Tliirt.\--lirst  District,  comprising  ^■crmil- 
(1^  ion  and  Edgar  cuniities,  was  elected  on 
the  Re[)ublican  ticket,  first  in  I  8S4.  and  re-elected 
twice  thereafter,  having  enleied  now  upon  his  third 
term.  He  hasliceu  a  member  of  the  Jmlicial  Com- 
mitti'O  and  several  other  ini|)i.)rtant  committees, 
including  lusmance,  and  lin-  .•crvcd  as  Ch.air'man 
of  the  R;ulroad  and  Warehouse  Commiltce.  al.-o  of 
Corporations  and  Educational  Institutions.  Dur- 
inu'  the  Logan  fight  hi;  was  the  first  man  on  the 
roll  call,  at  that  lime  a  very  important  posiijun. 
He  has  fre(iuently  represented  liis  disti'ict  in  .^tate 
and  other  conventions  and  is  in  all  respects  a  very 
prominent  man  in  l^asleru  Illinois. 

.Mr.  Allen  was  liorn  in  DnnsiMe,  .'nl^'  (!.  l.s,",]. 
and  removt'd  with  his  [i.arents  wliiai  a  child  of  two 
years  to  the  iv'idge  where  tliey  were  the  earliesi 
settlers.  Charles  A.,  u|ion  leaving  the  district 
school    prepared    himself   to  become   a   student    of 
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Miclni4"ui  riiivfr.sily  Iroin  llic  Law  I  )ci>ai-luK'ia  of 
which  ho  wa^- i;iailual.Ml  in  J.87.J.  Ilo  coihiiicuclmI 
thu  |)iactR'f  of  liis  [irniVs-ioii  al  Kossvillc  where  he 
nniniiieil  iiiilil  18.^1.  Ihon  changed  his  rcsidciieo 
Id  llii(j|ie>tiiii.  wliicli  has  since  remaineil  liis  injnie. 
In  aiUlition  to  a  lucrative  hnv  practice,  lie  ha.s  Lieen 
lai'irely  cngageil  as  a  real  estate  dealer,  and  has  oc- 
cupied many  pnsitiims  of  trust  and  res|)uiisiliilily 
among  his  fellow  citizens.  Socially,  he  is  a  eiiar- 
ter  member  tif  the  K.  of  P.  and  is  identilied  with 
the  1.  (.».  O.  F.  and  ^Lisonlc  fraternity. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  .Miss  ^Lary, 
daughter  of  L.  JL  '1  hoini)son.  of  Kossville.  was 
celebrated  April  I.  l.-^Ts.  A  sketch  of  'Slv.  Thomp- 
son appears  elsewhere  iu  this  volume.  Of  thi.s 
union  there  have  been  born  tw(.)  children — John  N. 
ami  I.awrence  T.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
William  I.  Allen,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Ver- 
milion County,  and  a  sketch  of  whom  apjiears  on 
another  pa^e. 


r__  ON.    JOSLIMI   (x.    CANNON.    Member    of 

I      vt    Congress   representing  the  Danville  district 

I      / 

Ji^y^     of  Illinois.      On  the  opiJOsite    |iage   appears 

'v£j!  a  portrait  of  this  gentleman,  who  has  been 
for  n;anv  years  a  prominent  I'aeLi.ir  in  the  ollicial, 
social  ai.d  iiolitieal  life  of  this  section  of  the  Stale, 
and  who  has  made  a  national  reputation  .as  a  legis- 
lator and  a  statesman. 

F'li  many  3'ears  there  was  a  large  exodus  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  from  North  Carolina  to  the  Wa- 
b.iali  \'alle'.  ,  V,  lio  left  their  former  homes  to  get 
:iw,ay  fro.n  die  curse  of  slavery.  Anioiiu'  the  num- 
ber was  Dr.  Horace  F.  Cannon,  who.  accompanied 
by  his  family,  removed  iu  1810  to  iriaUe  his  home 
in  Park  County,  Imb  Thus,  far  removed  from 
the  scenes  of  their  youth  he  and  his  wife  passed 
the  residue  (A  life  in  the  Northern  country, 
surrounded  by  (.>ld  frien  Is  who  had  also  come 
North,  ami  by  many  new  friends  whom  they  had 
met  in  their  new  luime.  ])v.  Cannon  was  in  earl\- 
manhood  united  in  marriage  with  tiulielni.a  Ili.il- 
lingsworth.  lie  was  a  nali\'e  of  (ircensboro,  N.  C, 
and  in  his  early  maturity  jiractict'd  his  iirofession, 
being  a  phy^Lciati  and  surgeon.     After  his  removal 


to  the  ^\'al}ash  \  alley  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  died 
an  accidental  death  in  IS'A  when  he  was  forty- 
tlve  3-ears  of  ago.  He  was  a  man  of  character  and 
cor.siderable  local  note,  being  a  prominent  e.arl}' 
Abolitionist. 

.loseph  G.  Cannon,  of  whom  this  lirief  record  is 
written,  was  born  in  New  Garden,  Guilford  Co., 
N.  C  May  7.  l^oG.  His  education  was  received 
at  the  \\'estern  ^Manual  Labor  .School,  now  known 
as  I'.loomingdale  Academ}-.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
his  school  work  ended,  and  for  live  years  thereafter 
he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  store. 

Al  the  ageof  twenty-one,  having  a  strong  ilesire 
for  professional  life,  !Mr.  Cannon  entered  the  law 
ollice  of  the  Hon.  John  P.  L'sher,  who  afterward 
became  one  of  I'resident  Lincoln's  secretaries.  In 
18-j'J  he  was  ailmitted  to  the  bar  to  practice  in  the 
courts  of  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  and  located  at  Tus- 
cola, Douglas  Co.,  III.,  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  continued  until  187:.'.  In  that 
j'car  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and  has  since  been 
consecutively  re-elected,  now  serving  his  ninth  term. 
He  made  I'uscola  his  home  until  1876,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Danville,  where  he  has  for  many  years 
resided. 

ilr.  Cannon  now  stands  as  one  of  the  foremost 
men  in  the  House  of  Ilepresenlatives.  His  position 
he  owes  to  the  eonlidence  of  his  constituency^,  who 
have  given  him  long  service,  and  to  his  industry 
in  the  public  service.  His  early  pre[)aration  was 
not  all  he  woidd  have  desired,  as  he  was  deprived 
of  a  college  course,  and  for  financial  reasons  was 
coiu[ielled  to  enter  the  law  practice  as  soon  as  he 
ccmld.  ,-50  it  was  only  b}'  strenuous  exertion  th.at'he 
j  lifted  himself  for  the  responsible  position  he 
I    occufiies. 

I        After  serving  for  six  ^-ears  on  the  Committee  for 

Post-ollices  and    Post-roads.  Congressman   Cannon 

I    was  appointed  a  member  of  t'le  Committee  on  Ap- 

1    pr(.ipriations,  on    which    he    has    s  M-ved     until    the 

I    i)resent  time.  Said  IMr.  Cannon,  with  i..e  justiiiable 

i    [)rid>'  and  satisfacti(jn  arising   from    having   .leeom- 

j    plished  a  good  \vork:   "1  had  charge  of  the  Pi..>tal 

Aiipropriation  l!ill  while  on  Connnittee.  upon  whii  h 

I    le.;islati(jn  was    had    reducing    letter   postage    from 

three  to  two  cents,  and  ci;ntainiug  other  imiiorlant 
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poslfil  revisions  (iiul  reforms."  Dining  the  Forty- 
sevcntli  C<iiii.'iH'ss  tlic  Kc()ubliciins  liail  control  of 
llic  lluuso.  In  this  same  Congress  Mr.  Cannon 
was  continiRMl  on  Ap|)ro[)riations,  liavinu  siiecial 
charge  of  tlie  Legislative,  Executive  ami  Jmlicial 
Appropriation  Hill,  wliioli  carries  approi)riali(jn  fur 
llic  officials  of  llie  l^nlilic  .Service,  and  upon  wliid] 
man}'  reforms  '.vcre  wrought.  For  many  3'cais, 
being  the  head  of  Ihe  uiiiKirity  on  lliat  committoe, 
it  has  fallen  to  liim  to  make  a  statement  of  the  esti- 
mates and  appro|)riations  for  and  expenditures  by 
the  Government.  It  lias  usually  been  received  by 
Congress  and  the  country  as  authoritative  and  e.x- 
haustive. 

The  Ke|)ubli<'ans  have  a  sniall  majority  in  the 
present  Congress,  ^vliich  will  organize  the  first 
Monday  of  December  next  (USS'.I).  Jt  seems  to 
be  generally  conceded  that  from  seniority  of  service 
and  equii)niont  for  work.  !Mr.  Cannon  will  be  chosen 
Chairman  of  the  ('(jmmittee  on  the  organization 
of  the  House,  uidess  he  is  elected  Speaker,  for 
which  position  he  is  a  candidate.  His  service  in 
the  House,  his  acquaintance  with  public  men  and 
affairs  has  given  him  good  standing  with  the  lie- 
l)idjlicans,  .and  also  with  those  of  the  opposite 
party,  who  respect  him  for  his  sincerity  and  hon- 
esty, even  though  they  differ  with  him  in  politics. 
His  party  in  the  House  of  IJepresentatives  di(l 
him  the  honor  for  si.\  years  of  making  him  Chair- 
man of  its  Caucus  and  of  the  Caucus  Committc^e, 
which  has  charge  primarily  of  suggesting  the  policy 
of  the  Republicans  in  the  House  touching  matters 
of  legislation. 

JMr.  Cannon  being  engaged  in  politics,  has  paid 
but  little  attenti(.>n  to  law  practice  of  late  years. 
He  has  business  interests  in  the  city  of  Danville, 
and  also  owns  farms  both  in  \'ermilion  and  Doug- 
lass counties. 

Although  politics  h.as  engaged  a  great  tied  of 
the  consideration  and  thought  of  Mr.  Cannon,  he 
has  spared  the  necessary  time  to  found  home  ties 
of  his  own.  His  marriage  w.as  solemnized  on  the 
7lh  of  January,  1«C2,  with  Miss  .Mary  P.  liwd,  of 
Canfield,  Ohio.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  daughters,  Helen  and  JLaljel,  who 
are  now  at  home,  having  recently  (iuished  their 
college  education.     Thus  Congressman  Cannon,  in 


his  leisure  hours,  partalces  of  the  enjo^-ment  of  a 
beautiful  home,  and  the  society  of  those  he  loves, 
and  whose  interests  arc  ever  u|)|icrniost  in  his 
iiiinil. 


(«l  IfeALKKK  T.  EU'l'LKR  is  an  enterprising 
\w/  "■'"•''''"■'''r^'i'' f'"  -^^i'l^-'l'-  He  located  in  this 
Y^  village  in  December,  1887,  at  which  time 
he  erected  his  sho|)  on  Chicago  street.  He  has  laiil 
the  foundation  for  a  large  business,  which  is  con- 
stantl}-  increasing,  and  in  the  s|>ring  of  ISSII  he 
enlarged  his  business  in  a  substantial  manner.  Mr. 
Butler  is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his  adopted  town, 
and  one  whose  word  is  as  good  as  a  bank  note. 

On  February  23,  l.S4(J,  Mr.  liutler  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  in  Edgar  County,  III.,  about  a  mile 
from  Chrisman.  His  father,  Asa  Butler,  was  boin 
near  Lexington,  Ky.,  while  his  mother,  Catharine 
Porter,  is  a  native  of  ALadison  County,  that  State. 
The  Butlers  were  originally  from  Mrginia,  and 
came  to  Kentucky  in  an  early  da}'.  Tlie  father  was 
a  blacksmith,  the  entire  male  portion  of  the  fa-.nilv 
of  Butlers  being  mechanics.  One  of  the  uncles 
was  a  cabinet  maker  at  the  ago  of  ninet^'-two.  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  saw  him  at  work  makini;- 
spinning  wheels  at  that  great  age.  In  IS.'H  Asa 
liutler  and  his  wife  removed  to  \'ernulion  Countw 
settling  close  to  Indianola.  erecting  a  shop  there. 
He  left  this  place  and  went  to  Chrisman.  where  he 
remained  for  a  long  time.  This  couple  are  the 
pai'cnts  of  nine  cluldren,  whose  names  are  gi.en: 
]0[)hraim  1'.,  Elizabeth  A.,  \\'illiam  F.,  i^llen  F., 
Walker  Turner,  Sanie  F.,  l.ucinda  C,  Rosa  A.  and 
and  an  infant  child,  the  two  latter  being  deceased. 
The  father  died  at  Indianola  in  1878  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years,  while  the  mother  is  still  liviu"' 
on  the  old  Butler  homestead. 

Ephraiia  resides  in  Richardson  County,  Ncl).; 
Samuel  is  in  the  emplo}"  of  the  IJurlinglon  i^- 
Missouri  River  Railroad  Com|)any  at  South 
Omaha,  Neb.,  .as  a  billing  clerk;  Eliza  is  liv- 
ing in  Indianola  with  her  motlu-i';  AVilliam  F.  was 
accidentallj'  killed  by  a  traveling  man  who  misiook 
his  head  for  a  prairie  chicken;  the  man  after- 
ward went  insane;  Ellen  !■'.  is  the  wife  of  .Tanns 
R.  Adams,  who  is  farming  near  Geurgelown;   Lu- 
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fiiida  C.  marn'cd  Melviii  L.  Porter,  who  is  en- 
•xaged  in  the  clothing  business  at  Danville;  AV;ilke'r. 
of  whom  this  sketch  is  written,  was  reureil  on  a 
fiirm,  working  alternately  at  fai-niing  and  in  tlie 
Maoksnilthshcp.  His  schooling  was  ohtaineil  in 
the  subscription  schools.  His  first  attendance 
upon  the  public  scliool  was  in  Edgar  County. 
]11.,  where  the  schoolhonse  was  erected  by  sub- 
scription, and  built  of  k>gs.  He  worked  on  llic 
farm  nine  niontlis.  attending  s(.'hool  the  balance 
of  the  VL'ar.  He  continued  in  this  w:iy  until  he 
became  eighteen  years  of  age.  when  he  went  to 
work  exclusively  at  his  trade.  On  .March  20.  ISiil, 
he  was  married  to  Mi^s  Susan  .1.  Porter,  daugiiter 
(if  liichard  Poi-tcr.  and  a  lialf-sister  of  Jlrs.  Hewes. 
Her  mother  was  Elizabeth  Howard,  'i'hc  Porters 
oiiiiinall}'  came  from  Woodford  County,  K)'.,emi- 
gratin;^   ti>  Illinois  in  1834. 

At  tlie  time  llie  War  of  tlic  Kcbcllioii  liroke 
out  Mr.  Uutler  was  a  lialf  owner  in  a  shop,  and 
had  just  [lassed  his  honcj'moon.  There  was  every 
inducement  fur  him  to  remain  at  licinie,  and  pr(.is- 
]ier  in  his  bu'^ino-s.  but  his  duty  la^'  in  enlisting 
in  the  Union  army,  which  he  did  in  ^lay,  1801, 
b}'  joiiung  Company  D,  "ioth  Hlinois  Infantry,  being 
mustered  into  service  on  June  t,  following,  at 
Danville.  His  regiment  drilled  at  Arsenal  Park, 
St.  I>ouls.  for  two  mouths,  and  here  he  was  elected 
Captain  of  his  company.  He  was  young  and  in- 
experienced, and  being  modest,  he  refused  to 
serve,  but  afterwards  accejjted  the  position  of 
Sergeant.  On  account  of  a  severe  wound  in  the 
right  foot,  he  was  honorably  discharged,  after  which 
he  came  home,  ami  devoted  his  entire  attention 
to  his  trade.  His  army  record  was  a  brilliant 
one.  and  the  men  are  very  few  who  woidd  refuse 
a  commission  as  he  did,  which  exhibits  his  entire 
unselfishness  and  patriotism.  He  remained  in  In- 
dianola  until  i87tl,  when  he  removed  tu  Riclge 
Farm,  there  engaging  in  business  at  his  trade  until 
1887,  when  he  came  to  his  [)resent  location. 

Mr.  I'jutler  is  one  of  the  original  members  and 
organizers  of  the  i;a|)tist  Church  of  Siilell.  which 
came  into  existence  May  2,  1889,  and  of  which 
he  was  elected  Deacon.  He  has  belonged  to  this 
church  since  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
for    t»venty-two    years    was    Superintendent    of  a 


Sabbath-school..     He  is  also  ^'ice-President  of  the 

Snnday->chi>(>l  Association  of  Carrull  Township. 
.Mr.  liutler  Ijelongs  to  A'ermilii.m  Lodge,  No.  "205, 
A.  F.  ,v  A.  M.,  and  was  its  Master  fur  three  terms, 
and  also  its  delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Chi- 
cago in  the  years  1873.  1871  and  187.3.  He  is 
also  a  cliartei-  member  of  the  C.  A.  Clark  Post, 
Xu.  184,  (4.  A.  11..  located  at  Ridge  I'arm.  The 
<iUi(c  of  Scliool  Director  has  been  filled  liy  him 
for  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  lUitler  have  had  five  children:  Mel- 
vinc  S..  (iracie  K.,  Ailoniram  J.,  Leslie  !•'.,  Picssie 
and  Willie.  IMelvine  S.  was  educated  at  tin:  Jack- 
sonville niind  Institute.  He  died,  and  his  parents 
deeph'  felt  his  loss.  Gracie  E.  is  the  wife  of 
John  Fletcher,  a  farmer  of  Edgar  County,  111.; 
they  have  three  children:  Henry  T.,  Howard  and 
Charles.  Adoniram  J.  and  the  rest  of  the  chil- 
dren are  living  at  home.  Mr.  Butler  is  a  stanch 
Itepublican,  and  for  several  years  has  served  his 
part_y  on  the  County  Central  Committee.  He  has 
always  been  in  favor  of  temperance  laws,  and 
their  strict  enforcement,  and  ic  was  largely  through 
his  instrumentality  that  the  sale  of  whisky  was 
finallj-  abolished  in  Carroll  Township.  Mr.  Ihit- 
ler  is  one  of  the  very  best  men  of  Vermilion 
County,  and   is  so  regarded   by  his  neighbors. 


i 


]I>LIAM  CAS'!'.  The  subject  -'f  this  notice 
/'  is  numbered  among  the  pioneer  •  cidcits 
V7^  and  well-to-do  farmers  of  this  count}  uho 
carved  out  tlieir  fortunes  by  the  labor  of  tiieir 
hands,  and  to  whom  we  are  indcl)ted  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  rich  resources  of  the  Prairie  .State. 
^Ir.  Ca^t  has  been  a  resident  of  Danville  Township 
for  a  long  period,  and  is  held  in  high  repute  among 
its  best  citizens. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  liorn  in  Vernon 
Township,  Clinton  Co.,  Ohio,  April  17, 18-21,  and  is 
the  son  of  Aquilla  and  JLary  (\illars)  Cast,  the 
former  born  in  Kentucky,  Dec,  7,  1709,  and  the 
latter  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Dec.  13,1798.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Ezekicl  Ca-t,  is  supposed  to 
have  been  likewise  a  native  of  Kentucky,  whence 
he  removed  to  Ohio  in   1805,  while  it    w.as    in    the 
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tliird  year  of  its  ili^nity  as  a  Slate.  lie  was  one  of 
the  t'ai  lif^l  i)ii)iu'eis  df  C'liiiton  County,  and  iHir- 
clia~i-'l  a  trart  of  tiuibc-r  land  in  \\'iH(jn  Townsliii), 
wliiTc  lie  inii)rovL'il  a  farm  and  resided  nntil  liis 
doatli. 

.  The  father  of  our  subjeel  was  quite  young  when 
his  parents  removed  to  (Jhio.  He  was  reared  and 
married  in  Clinton  County,  and  purcliased  land  in 
Vernon  Towiishi|),  where  he  eu,L;ai:eil  in  Iarniin:x 
unlilhis  dcatli  in  Septembei',  1S31.  The  mother  sur- 
vived her  huslianc!  for  a  periud  of  tweuty-five 
years,  and  died  in  Clinton  County  in  ls.')G.  Iler 
father,  James  Villars,  is  su{)posed  to  have  been  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  removed  to 
Ohio  in  180G,  making  the  journey  down  the  river, 
and  landing  at  Cincinnati,  which  was  then  in  its 
embryo  state.  He  also,  like  grandfather  Ca^t.  was 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Clinton  County, 
and  like  him  cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness, 
where  he  spent  his  last  dajs.  lie  married  Jliss  Re- 
becca Davis,  of  I'ennsylvauia,  and  she  also  died  in 
Clinton  County.  Ohio. 

'Aquilla  Cast,  and  his  estimable  wife  beeamo  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  j-ears,  and  of  whom  "William,  our  subject, 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  lie  was  only  ten 
years  old  when  his  father  died,  but  remained  on  the 
farm  with  his  mother,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  common  school  and  becoming  familiar  with  the 
labors  inciilent  to  tiie  routine  of  farm  life.  Me 
continued  a  resident  of  Clinton  County  until  181;!, 
then  started  out  to  seek  his  fortunes,  his  destination 
being  this  county,  lie  was  equipped  with  a  team 
of  horses  and  a  wagon  and  aceuuipauied  by  his 
famil}',  they  bringing  with  them  their  household 
goods.  After  fourteen  da3-s'  travel  they  landed  in 
Danville  Township,  and  Mr.  Cast,  in  the  fall  of  that 
year,  purchased  10(j  acres  of  land,  tlio  iukMcus  of 
his  present  farm. 

There  were  no  railroads  in  Illinois  for  some  jears 
after  Mr.  Cast  settled  in  this  cciunti,  and  for  a  long 
period  Covington  and  Penysville  were  the  nearest 
markets.  Deer,  turkeys  and  other  game  were 
plentiful.  The  Cast  family  Ij.-iltled  with  nuiMN-  dif- 
ficulties and  some  hardshi[)s,  and  underwent  tiie 
usual  experience  of  life  on  the  frontier.  Our  sub- 
ject proceeded  steadily  with   the    improvement   of 


his  proi)ert3-.  and  was  greatly  prospered  in  his  la- 
bors. As  time  jiassed  on,  he  added  to  his  lande<l 
estate,  and  now  has  a  well-imi)roved  farm  of  :')20 
acres.  He  has  erected  good  buildings,  and  has 
gathered  around  himself  and  his  family  all  the 
comforts  aiul  conveniences  of  modern  life. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  witli  Miss  RaelK'l 
\'illars  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in  Clin- 
ton County.  Ohio,  Oct.  28,  1813.  .'Mrs.  Cast  was 
born  in  Vernon  Townshii).  Clinton  Co..  Ohio,  May 
IG,  1823.  Her  father,  William  Mllars,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  Aug.  31,  \S0'2,  and  is  the  son  of 
.lames  and  Rebecca  Villars,  who  removed  to  Ohio 
when  he  was  four  years  old.  He  w.as  reared  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  married  Miss  Ruth  Whittakcr, 
a  native  of  Clinton  County.  Her  parents  were 
()liverand  Mary  Whittakcr,  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey, who  removed  to  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  during 
its  early  settlement.  The  father  of  ilrs.  Cast  in- 
herited a  large  tract  of  land  in  that  count}-,  where 
he  carried  On  farming  until  1843.  He  then  came 
to  this  county,  purchasing  land  in  Danville  Town- 
ship, and  h.is  been  a  resident  here  since  that  time, 
and  is  now  in  his  ninety-seventh  3'ear. 

To  Mr.  ami  !\Irs.  Cast  there  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, the  eldest  of  whom.  James  AV.,  married  Miss 
Klla  Farris,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children — 
Mabel  and  Minnie.  John  01i\er  married  ;\laiy 
Thayer,  and  has  two  children — George  and  Carrie. 
^Mar}'  is  the  wife  of  Pcrr^-  Brown,  of  Chetopa, 
Kan.  George  Aquilla  ilied  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
months.  In  politics  .Mr.  Cast  has  been  a  staunch 
Democrat,  as  was  also  his  father,  and  Mrs.  Cast 
also. 

— t #W#— -5— 

^^'NDUKW  H.  KIMBROUr.lI.  M.  D.,  was 
born  near  Elizabethtown,  Hardin  Co..  Ky., 
ni  on  the  27th  day  of  February,  1823.  His 
father,  Richard  C.  Kinibrougli,  was  a 
native  of  Wexhall  County.  S.  C..  and  his  grand- 
father, Goldman  Kinibrougli.  was  born  in  the  State 
of  Virginia.  The  Kimbroiigh  family  settled  carlv 
in  Virginia,  and  in  Colonial  times  owned  a  laigc 
tract  of  land  and  were  extensive  farnicis.  They 
served  with  distinguished  ability  in  the  Revoju- 
tion.ar}-    Wav.       The    grandfather   of    Andrew   H. 
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Kimbrougli  removed  from  Mrtriiiia  to  Soutli  Cnro- 
liiia  ,'ifkT  tlic  Kcvoliitioiiarv  ^V:\v  nii'l  later  Id 
Al.'iliaiu:i.  wlieif  lie  lidiiyhl  huge  liU.icks  of  laml. 
and  uliero  ho  died  in  IS.'i.j.  lie  was  a  large  sla\'i'- 
owner. 

Hicliard  C.  Kiiiibroiigh,  the  fatlier  <if  Dr.  Ivini- 
brough,  was  under  age  when  the  War  of  1^2 
broke  out,  and  in  onler  to  enlist,  he  ran  away  from 
home  and  served  in  the  arm}'  until  the  elose  of  the 
war.  He  was  iri  se\eral  battles  including  the 
Horse  Stioe  fight  and  wa-;  with  (Irn.  Jaek^on  at 
New  Orleans.  He  was  wounded  in  the  former 
battle;  After  the  elose  of  tlie  war  he  went  with 
some  of  his  comrades  to  Hardin  County,  K}'..  and 
there  taught  seliool  unlil  his  marriag<',  and  tlien 
with  a  brother,  he  engaged  in  the  business  of  tan- 
ning. In]82ohe  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  was 
therefore  a  pioneer  of  Ivlgar  County-.  The  re- 
moval was  made  with  teams,  bringinii  all  the  house- 
liokl  goods  along.  eani|)ing  inil  <in  tlie  way.  He 
entered  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land  in  AWu'ue, 
now  Stratlon  Township.  There  was  no  house  ou 
the  place  and  he  was  compelled  to  rent  a  cabin,  but 
in  tlie  following  spring  he  erected  ;i  house  on  his 
his  own  land,  which  was  surmounted  by  a  stick 
and  elay  chimney.  There  were  no  sawmills  in  the 
county,  a  fact  which  compelled  him  to  make  Ids 
own  boards  in  order  to  buikl  the  doors.  He  had 
no  nails  and  so  used  wooden  pegs  in.stead.  The  old 
fashioned  firc-plaee  was  used  to  cook  food  in  those 
days,  stoves  being  an  unknown  utensil  in  the 
economy  of  kitchen  work.  The  cloth  with  which 
Ihej-  made  their  clothes  was  constructed  from  yarn 
spun  entirely  by  hand.  He  bought  another  ciglity 
acres  of  lantl  which  added  to  his  former  purchase 
made  a  good  farm.  He  died  in  1833.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
Jane  Morrison,  a  native  of  Kentuck}'.  Her  father, 
James  Morrison,  it  was  thought  was  liorii  in  A'ir- 
ginia  and  removed  from  there  to  Kentucky  and 
settled  in  Hardin  County.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
spent  his  last  years  there.  The  maiden  name  of 
his 'wife  was  Mary  McWilliaras.  She  was  born  in 
Virginia  and  removed  to  Kentucky  with  her  par- 
ents in  1791.  This  family  were  pioneers  of  Hardin 
County,  where  Ihey  broughta  large  tract  of  timber 
land  and  im[)roved  a  farm   which  .Air.  31eWilliams 


afterward  lost  on  an  old  claim.       ^Ir.  McAVilliains 

siifiil  his  last  years  in  that  State.  The  mother  of 
oni  subject  was  nian-ied  a  second  time  in  D<  17  to 
Hall  Sims  and  resided  in  Ivlgar  County  until  her 
death. 

Andrew  H.  Kimbrougli  was  eleven  years  old 
when  his  father  died  leaving  his  mother  with  si-x 
children  to  care  for.  He  resided  with  his  guard- 
ian until  1842,  and  then  reUirned  iionie  and  man- 
agcil  the  farm  for  his  iiiollur  unlil  her  second 
mairiage,  when  he  imrcliased  her  interest  in  the 
fuini.  He  continued  fanning  until  1851.  He  had 
some  time  before  resumed  the  study  of  medicine, 
but  had  to  abandon  that  on  the  account  of  the  lack  of 
funds.  Iiut  later  he  again  took  ui)  the  study  and  grad- 
uated from  Jelfei-son  Medit'al  College,  Philadelphia, 
in  .March.  18.)8.  In  that  year  he  commenced 
pi'aclice  at  Georgetown,  this  county,  and  contin- 
ued so  doing  until  1S7.'),  when  he  removed  to 
Dan\ille  and  has  practiced  theie  continuously  since 
ttiat  time.  He  married  S.ai-ah  Ashmore.  who  was 
born  in  Clark  County.  April  10,  1820.  She  was  a 
danghtcr  of  Amos  and  I'aticnce  Ashmore,  natives 
of  Tennessee.  They  were  truly  pioneers  of  Clark 
County,  111. 

Andrew  H.  Kimlirfxigh  is  the  father  of  three 
children — Lnur.'i  H..  Iv  K.  ICngene,  and  Lillie  A.  T. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially,  is  a 
member  of  Franklin  Lodge  K.  of  11.  He  joined 
the  1.  0.  0.  F.  in  18.J0  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs. 

-,  V io*o..(c5A><A^..o*o.. .V— 

1W,_^ENKV  DAN'IS.  The  man  who  ventured 
;[l  jl)  into  Central  Illinois  during  its  pioneer 
\^  days  is  worthy  <)f  more  than  a  passing 
i^j)  mention.  Few  who  did  not  undergo  the 
exiierience  can  have  a  full  realization  of  the  hard 
lot  of  the  early  settlers.  The  distant  markets, 
the  inadequate  price  for  the  crops  which  they 
raised  under  great  diflicultics,  the  inferior  educa- 
tional advantages,  and  the  miasma  fioin  the  fre- 
quently low,  wet  laiKl.  wliich  confronted  the 
l)if]neers  with  illness — a  physician  miles  away — 
and  the  generally  wihl  conditii.m  of  their  surround- 
ings, no  railroads  or  stage  lines,  and  in  some 
sections  scarcely  a  well-delined    wagon  track,  made 
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life  in  tlic  pioneer  times  a  dire  stniirirlo  frequently, 
for  existence. 

The  snbject  of  tiiis  sketch  has  h:iil  a  full  exper- 
ience of  pioneer  life  in  all  its  (let.- i!';.  luit  at  the 
same  time  he  lias  been  the  [irivilcyci]  witness  df 
chaiifo-  almost  miraculous.  He  was  horn  in  tliis 
county-.  Ti'ny  5,  1841,  his  father,  'Williani  Davis, 
being  ainti;i<!'  the  earliest  pioneers.  The  latter  was 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  descended  from  exeellcnt 
Scotch-Irish  stock,  lie  was  prospered  in  iiis  laliurs 
as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  of  Illinois,  and  in  due  time 
became  the  owner  of  2,000  acres  of  Iniid.  a  large 
portion  of  ■which  he  gave  to  his  childien. 

The  father  of  our  sid)ject  still  has  about  1,000 
acres  of  land,  all  in  this  county,  and  is  likewise  in- 
terested in  the  hardware  business  at  Fairmount. 
while  he  has  considerable  other  [)r()perty.  The 
mother,  ?.Irs.  Klizabeth  (Hayes)  Davis,  wns  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  the  parental  household  inchideil 
ten  children,  six  of  wlimu  are  living-,  and  of  whom 
Henry  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He,  like 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  jHirsued  his  early  studies  in 
the  old  log  schoolhouse.  the  system  <>{  instruction 
of  that  day  being  fully  in  keeping  with  the  fashion 
and  furnishings  of  the  temiile  of  leariung,  into 
whicli  light  was  admitted  through  greased  paper, 
and  the  seats  and  desks  of  which  were  made  of 
slalis.  the  lloor  of  iiuncheoii.  a  wide  fireplace  ex- 
tending nearly  across  one  end.  and  the  chimney 
built  outside  of  dirt  and  sticks.  Young  Davis  at- 
tended school  mostly  oti  stormy-  days,  when  he 
could  not  work  at  home.  He  had  few  companions 
and  little  recreation,  as  the  county  was  vevy  tliiidy 
settled,  and  for  a  dijtance  of  forty  miles  south 
there  was  not  a  single  cultivated  farm. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home   working  with  iiis 
father  until  about  twenty-two  years   old.  and  then 
determined  to  strike  oiit  for  himself.    The  first  in- 
teresting event  which   followed   was    his    marriau'e 
with  Miss  Xancy  Cox.  on   the   I'ltli   of  December, 
18G3.     This  lady  remained  the   companion   of   her 
husband  less  than   nine   vears,  her  decease   takiii'T 
l)lace    Oct.   24.   1874,  leasing  no  cliihlren.      'J'lioir    i 
wedded  life  had  been  liegun  in  a  loo-  house  on  the    I 
present  farm  of  JMr.Dasis,  and    thai  humble   dwel-    I 
ling  is  still  standing.      Mr.  Davis   was    married  a    I 
second    time,  Sept.   7.  1S75,   to   Miss    Rebecca   E.    I 


IJairil.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birtii  of  three 
ciiildren — I'red  J,.,  borji  May  2  1,  ls7(i;  Grace 
Klizabetli,  .Inly  00.  1877;  and  Sarah  J[;ibel,  Dec. 
IS.  1878.  Mrs.  Rebecca  E.  (IJaird)  Davis  de- 
parted this  life  July  18,  l.ssO. 

On  the  :.th  of  April,  l.ssi.  Mr.  Davis  was  mar- 
ried a  lliird  time,  to  Miss  ,M.  Belle,  daughter  of 
Nathan  B.  and  i\Iary  F.  (Wilson)  Pemberton.  .Mr. 
Pcmberlon  was  a  native  of  ( )hio.  and  his  wife  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  father  of  .Mrs.  Davis  left  his  native 
State,  when  twent3'-one  years  old,  going  to  Ken- 
tucky,where  he  cng.aged  in  farming  and  was  married. 
Nineteen  years  .ago  they  left  the  I5lue  Gr.ass  Slate 
for  Itidiana.  where  they  lived  on  a  farm  for  seven 
years,  tlien  came  to  this  county,  nitd  f-cttled  two 
miles  northwest  of  Fairmount.  After  living  there 
two  years  they  made  another  removal,  and  are  now- 
living  one  and  one-half  tnilcs  west  of  C.-itliii,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health,  Mr.  rembcrton  being 
sixty-seven  and  his  wife  fifty-eight  years  ohl. 

T(_)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pcmberlon  there  Kire  borti 
seven  children,  live  of  whom  .are  living,  and  of 
whom  Mrs.  Davis  was  the  third.  She  liiv-t  open,-d 
her  eyes  to  the  light  in  Maj'sville.  Ky..  July  211, 
18.30.  She  received  excellent  educational  advan- 
tages, and  urew  up  an  attractive  and  accomiJishcd 
young  wciman,  lilting  herself  for  a  teacher,  nnd 
pursuing  this  calling  in  Indiana  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Pemberton  some  years  ago  was  wounded 
by  an  ax  in  his  own  haiuls,  which  struck  his  knee, 
and  which  resulted  in  confining  him  to  the  house 
for  three  years  thereafter.  He  has  suffered  from 
this  almost  continuously  since  that  time.  He  has 
been  a  plain  and  upright  man  and  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  while  3Irs.  Pemberton  belongs 
to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

JMr.  Davis  erected  his  jiresent  residence  about 
1874,  and  in  connection  with  his  farming  opera- 
tions gives  considerable  attention  to  live  stock', 
raising  about  seventy-five  head  of  swine  annuallv, 
besides  graded  cattle  and  horses.  His  farm  com- 
prises 120  acres  of  land,  including  ;i  limber  .-trip 
of  fifteen  acres.  One  yen r  he  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  ti-ade  at  Fairmount.  I'olilicallv  he  has 
always  been  a  strong  Democrat,  and  has  held  the 
ofRce  of  Commissioner  of  Highuays  for  the  p.isi 
nine  years.     He  is  a  Scliool  Director  in  his  <iislrict, 
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ABAN  (JRITTEX  is  classed  among  thu  load- 
ing faniiL'is  and  stock  raisers  of  Pilot  Town- 
^_;  sliiji.  lie  having  coiitribulod  much  towaids 
making  it  a  great  agriculliiral  center.  Ilis  faim  on 
section  "22  is  coni()araI)le  with  the  finest  and  best 
in  tliis  section  of  ^'ermili(lH  County,  is  so  cultivated 
as  to  produce  laigc  harvoits,  and  its  buildings  and 
all  other  appointments  are  first-class.  Mr.  Gritten 
has  evolved  this  desirable  farm  from  the  wild  prai- 
ries of  Illinois,  as  they  were  manv  years  ago.  before 
they  had  been  changed  by  cultivation,  it  having 
been  government  land  when  he  purchased  it  more 
than  thirty  years  ago,  and  situated  in  the  midst  of 
a  sparsely  populated,  scarcely  civilized  country. 

ISIr.  Gritten  is  a  Kentuckian  by  birth,  born  in 
Mercer  County,  Jan.  19,  1832.  IlJs  father,  John 
K.  Gritten,  was  born  in  the  same  county  in  1.S07. 
He  married  Nancy  Atkinson,  who  was  born  there 
in  180G,  and  thej' came  to  this  count}' with  their 
family  in  1812,  and  located  on  a  farm  of  120  acres, 
pleasantly  situated  in  lilount  Township,  wiiere 
lliey  have  built  up  a  comfortable  home,  and  now, 
in  life's  decline  are  enjoying  the  hard-earned  fruits 
of  their  united  labor.     Three  of  the  children  that 


and  for  five  years  past  has  been  President  of  the 
■\'ermilioii  County  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  As- 
sociation, lie  is  also  a  member  of  the  ISoard  of 
Directors  of  the  Fair  Association,  and  is  crop  re- 
porter for  the  Agricultural  Dcinirtment  at  Spring- 
field, He  li.as  exercised  no  small  inlhiencc  upon 
party  politics  in  this  region,  olticiating  as  a  ni(>m- 
ber  of  the  Central  Committee,  and  as  a  delegate 
to  the  various  county  conventions.  iJotli  he 
and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  IJaptist  Church,  in  which  ^Ir.  Davis  has 
labored  faithfvdly  in  the  Sundav-school,  and  otlic- 
iated  as  J^ibrarian.  Without  making  any  preten- 
sions to  cleg.inco,  the  Davis  homestead  is  without 
question  the  abode  of  peace  and  comfort, and  while 
the  head  of  the  family  has  acquitted  himself  in  a 
creditable  manner,  his  very  intelligent  and  .amiable 
]i:\rtner,  a  lady  of  great  worth  and  refinement,  has 
fulfilled  her  whole  duty  in  making  home  tlie  most 
attractive  spot  on  earth  for  those  dearest  to  her. 


have  blessed  their  union  arc  still  living:  Ann,  re- 
siding in  Danville  Township,  is  the  widow  of  Frank 
Watson,  of  Ohio,  and  has  five  children — William, 
John,  Nancy  J.,  Margaret  and  Martha;  Lloyd  mar- 
ried Sarah  Gritten.  daughter  of  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  the  county,  and  they  have  four  children — 
Wesley,  Annie,  Klla  and  Klislia;  l.aban  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  and  we  will  write  further  of 
him. 

We  have  .seen  that  his  parents  brought  him  here 
in  pioneer  times,  when  he  was  a  mere  lad.  and  here 
they  bred  him  to  a  life  of  M^eful^less.  and  fitted 
him  for  an  hojiorable  career,  and  to  their  careful 
training  he  doubtless  owes  much  of  his  prosperity. 
He  became  manly,  self-reliant  and  a  good  worker, 
ami  in  o.arly  manhood  prudently  invested  his  money 
in  government  land,  proposing  to  make  farming  his 
life  work,  and  purchased  320  acres  of  land  at 
twenty-five  cents  an  acre.  He  now  has  Ihe  land  all 
under  excellent  cultivation,  and  has  greatly  in- 
creased its  value  by  the  many  fine  improvements 
that  he  li.as  ra.adc.  including  substantial  buildings, 
etc.  He  does  a  general  farming  business,  has  his 
farm  well  stocked  with  stock  of  high  grades,  from 
the  sale  of  which  he  makes  good  piolits,  and  he 
raises  a  good  deal  of  grain  and  other  farm  [iroduce, 
from  which  he  derives  an  income  ami)ly  sullicing 
to  carry  on  his  agricultural  operations  in  good 
shape,  and  for  all  his  personal  wants. 

Mr,  Gritten  h.as  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  a  AHss  Sarah  Potter,  who  was  of  English 
descent,  and  her  father,  an  early  settler  of  this  part 
of  Illinois,  took  part  in  the  lUack  Hawk  War  under 
(;eneral  Taylor.  Five  children  were  born  to  our 
subject  in  that  union,  of  whom  one  died;  the  others 
are  Orsmus,  Charles.  Edward  and  Thomas.  Oismtis, 
a  carpenter  in  Danville,  married  Miss  May  Gritten; 
Charles,  living  with  his  father  on  the  homestead, 
married  Matilda  Gritten,  and  they  have  seven  e-hil- 
dreu — Clarence,  Arthur,  Orsmus,  Elzora,  Oliver, 
Ross  and  Rock.  Edward,  a  farmer  in  this  conntv, 
married  Jliss  lielle  Davis,  of  C)liio,  and  they  have 
one  child,  .Ie>^e  15.;  Thomas,  a  blacksmilli  at  liixbv, 
inariieil  .Martha  Schaiik,an(l  they  have  three  children 
—  J.arl.  Maude  and  01i\e. 

For  his  seconil  wife  .Mr.  Gritten  married  ^Miss 
Lydia  Pile,  a  native  of  Breckeiiridgc  County.  Xy.. 
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ami  of  llieir  cloven  ciiililrcn  lln-  followiiijr  five  nrc 
living:      Oraceiia.  Alvinu,  .T;h'mI],  I'.li   .nnd  \\'illi:ini. 

^Villi.•lUl  uiid  Kli/.ahell)  I'ilo  norc  llie  ii:uciiN  (if 
Mrs.  Gi-ittun,  the  f:it!icr  a  luitive  of  \'ir_uini:i,  the 
niotlier  a  native  of  KenlLicky,  ami  both  are  do- 
cease  <1. 

Mr.  Gritten  mav  "cll  l)c  iiroinl  of  liis  farm,  wliose 
increased  value  is  due  to  his  liard  labor  and  excel- 
lent business  capacity  and  management^  He  pos- 
sesses sober  jnduinent,  keen  discernuient  and  a 
resolute  nature  that  has  overcome  all  obstacles  in 
the  path  to  success.  In  his  political  views  lie  sides 
witii  the  l.)emocrats.  and  gives  liis  heart}'  approval 
to  party  measures. 


I^ACIIAKIAUC.  lIOLLfnVAY.  Among  quite 
a  company'  of  young  men  wiio  came  to  tliis 
i)  count}'  at  different  times  in  the  spring  ()f 
1853,  was  a  jxning  man  named  Holioway.  plainly 
attired  and  with  no  means  to  spcalc  of.  quiet  and 
unobtrusive  in  liis  demeanor  but  with  the  fixed  pur- 
])0se  of  giving  tlie  Western  country  a  fail'  trial  in 
tlie  building  up  of  a  future  home.  lie  was  not  pre- 
I)ared  to  purcliase  land  and  so  wa.s  obliged  to  locate 
upon  a  rented  firm  in  151oiint  Township  which  liad 
been  but  sliglitly  im|iroved  and  offered  few  adv.an- 
tages  to  the  pioneer.  'Upon  this  amid  man}'  dilli- 
culities  he  prosecuted  farming  for  a  period  of 
four  years,  then  clianged  his  residence  to  Newell 
Township  where  he  sojourned  two  years.  His  next 
removal  was  to  a  farm  adjoining  tliat  which  lie 
now  owns  and  occupies,  in  the  southern  part  of 
Koss  Township.  This  brought  him  up  to  lSo9  in 
which  year  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  prai- 
rie and  two  3'ears  later  established  himself  upon  it 
with  his  young  wife  in  a  log  cabin. 

Mr.  Ilolloway  began  the  cultivation  of  his'land 
with  an  ox  team  and  in  the  meantime  made  his 
iiome  in  Newell,  then  a  very  unimportant  village. 
Tn  tlie  spring  of  18G0  he  hired  thirty  acres  plowed, 
which  lie  planted  iircorn.  From  that  time  on  he 
labored  industriuu-^ly  early  and  late  until  he  had 
eighty  acres  under  a  higli  state  of  cultivation  and 
li.ad  erected  a  neat  and  sul)stantial  house  and  barn 
besides  effecting  other  im|n-ovcments.       As  oppor- 


tunity  pcrmitled   he  planted   fruit  and  shade  trees 

and  after  n  luimber  of  years  found  himself  in  a  cun- 
dili'iii  to  purcha?e  additional  land  and  thu^  iii- 
ve.-ted  his  surplus  capital  until  he  becimc  t!  ■.■  owner 
of  400  acres.  For  many  years  he  li.-is  lieah  ia  c;itlle 
realizing  therefrom  handsome  returns. 

Our  subject  generously  ackn'jwledges  that  he  has 
Itceu  greatly  assisted  and  encouraged  in  his  labins 
and  struggles  liy  his  excellent  wife,  who  b.a'e  wiili 
her  husband  the  heal  and  burden  of  the  day  and 
assisted  him  in  saving  as  well  as  earning.  They 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  all  jiving.  iiani<  h  : 
Albert,  Alford,  Frank,  and  Ivy.  the  wife  of  C.  I!. 
Crawford,  of  Ross  Townshii). 

Upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen  .Mr.  Ilfillowav 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  parly  and 
later  cordially  endorsed  Ileimblican  doctrines.  lie 
has  m;ide  a  speciality  of  attending  to  his  own  con- 
cerns and  consequently  has  meddled  very  little 
with  public  affairs,  having  no  ilesire  for  the  re- 
sponsiliilities  of  otlice.  His  pleasant  home  with  its 
attractive  surroundings  and  his  intelligejit  family 
have  largely  supplied  his  social  needs,  although  lie 
is  not  lacking  for  troops  of  friends  among  the  peo- 
ple whose  intelligence  alwa3's  leads  them  to  resi)ect 
the  man  who  has  been  the  architect  of  his  o^vn  for- 
tune and  who  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportuni- 
ties, .adding  to  the  talent  with  which  nature  en- 
dowed him. 

John  Ilollow.ay.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  son  of  Klijah  lloUoway,  a  native  of  !Mar\land 
and  one  of  eight  children.  The  others  were  named 
respectively,  Adam.  M'illiam.  Elijah.  Arniel.  I'ran- 
ces.  Hettie  and  Mary,  .lohn  also  was  born  in  Mai v- 
land,  where  he  was  reared  to  man's  estate  and  mar- 
ried Jliss  l-'lizabeth  Davis.  Aliout  ISDt.  with  a 
party  of  probabl}'  eighty  persons,  they  set  out 
across  the  mountains  with  teams  and  landed  in  Koss 
County,  Ohio."  where  it  is  believed  the  grand- 
parents also  settled.  The  jonrne}' at  that  time  was  a 
dangerous  one.  the  country  being  infested  with  des- 
perate characters,  who  frequently  murdered  trav- 
elers for  their  moiu'V.  The  trip  occupiicl  .-diout 
SIX  weeks  and  the  Ilolloway  family  fortun.atelv  were 
not  molested. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  in  the  heavv 
timber  of  Koss  County,  Ohio,  where   Zachariah  C. 
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was  horn  .Iiiin'  lli,  ISlM.  nnd  wlipro  the  parents 
spent  ll\eir  Inst  <lays.  The  I'nllicr  'lii'il  in  Septem- 
ber 18(13.  at  the  aue  of  eiuhl y-llvi'  yi'ais  ami  the 
mother  at  the  sauie  age.  in  .\Iarrh,  1  Si;.'),  llcilh 
were  members  of  the  Mcthodi.-t  Epi.--c<.>p:il  Church, 
ill  the  faitli  of  which  tliey  serenely  passc.l  away. 
ftlnnyanrl  great  were  the  liarilshii)s  emluird  liy  the 
pioneers  in  tlie  wilderness  of  Ross  Cinuiiy  and  our 
subject  like  his  lirothcrs  .ind  sisteis  was  taught  to 
inal<e  himself  useful  at  a  very  early  aae.  lie  as- 
sisted in  clearing  the  farm  and  reeeixid  a  limited 
education  in  tlio  subscriptiim  school.  His  life 
passed  quietly  and  uneventfully  during  his  boy- 
hood and  youth,  and  lilce  the  other  young  men  of 
that  day  and  place,  his  chief  ambilinu  was  in  due 
time  to  have  a  farm  and  a  lircsidc  of  his  own. 

Our  subject  continued  a  resi<lent  of  his  native 
counly  until  his  marriage,  in  IS  I'.).  The  maiden 
of  his  choice  was  Miss  ilary.  daughter  of  .Joshua 
8hocl<Iey.  formerlv  of  Delaware,  but  who.  like  the 
lloUoways,  was  an  early  pioneer  of  the  lUickeye 
Stale.  Mrs.  Ilollow.aj'  was  born  in  Delaware  and 
was  take  by  her  jiarents  to  Ohio  when  ab(.)ut  two 
years  old.  Her  father  died  therein  1.S41.  The 
mother  later  came  to  this  county  and  m.ade  her 
home  with  liei'  daughter,  her  death  occurring  in 
May,  1888. 


'fT'OSEl'lI  S.  CllIilST.MAN  is  emi)liatically  one 
i  of  the  business  men  of  Vermilion  C'ount\-, 
\\  who  has  risen  to  prominence  through  his 
(^^/'  o\\ii  exertions,  fie  was  Iioru  on  the  .'3(ith 
day  of  January,  lSo.5.  lie  s[)enthis  lio3'hood  das's 
with  his  parents  until  he  became  se\enteen  years 
of  age,  when  being  of  a  studious  mind,  he  went  to 
lndianai)0.'is  and  attended  business  college  in  that 
city,  where  he  graduated.  After  leaving  school  he 
returned  to  Warren  County,  Ind  .  where  his  ])ar- 
ents  were  living  at  the  time,  and  reniained  there 
for  a  short  period  engaged  in  a  dry  goods  store  in 
Atti(,a.  He  returned  to  Indianapolis  and  entered 
into  the  elastic  roofing  business  at 'J  1 1  iMassaclni- 
sctts  Ave.,  being  successfully  employed  for  one 
j-ear.  He  then  bought  a  grocery  store  on  Merid- 
ian street,  where  he  carried  on  a  good  business  for 


a  periixl  of  one  year,  when  he  sold  uutand  cainc  to 
Ko-sville.   III.,  whei,'   he   landid  in   his  Iwenty-lirst 

year   with   about   >l. lie  contein|)lated    pnr- 

<hasing  a  half  inti  iiv-t  in  the  dry  goods  stO''C  of 
llenih  r--on  A-  Cci..  bill  the  conipiiny  making  arrange- 
ments nnjre  salisfactory  to  them-cl\-es,  our  subject 
found  he  could  invest  Ids  money  to  a  good  advant- 
age by  loaning  it  and  did  so.  in  the  meantime  en- 
tering Ihe  employ  of  the  dry  goods  lirm  mentioned 
as  clerk.  About  this  time  he  b.iught  OOO  acres  of 
his  present  home  of  1,100  acres  of  land  upon 
wiu'ch  he  creeled  his  present  farm  buildings,  and 
where  he  now  lives. 

Jiiseph  S.  Christman  is  the  son  of  Is.aac  and  Eli- 
/.;dieth  Christman.  who  are  natives  of  Ohio,  but 
who  came  to  Illinois  when  they  were  young.  They 
were  married  Oct.  ■_'.'.,  isio.when  they  immediately 
moved  to  \\'airen  County,  Ind..  where  they  settled 
on  a  farm  which  they  c(jiiducled  for  two  years,  at 
the  exi)iration  of  which  period.  Ihey  caiiio  bade  lo 
\'ermilion  County,  settling  here  on  a  ipiartcr  section 
of  land  where  they  now  live.  Tlie  family  comprised 
the  following  cliihb'en — .Sarah  , I.,  is  at  home;  Su- 
san G..  is  the  wife  of  W.  II.  Lincoln  and  is  liv- 
ing in  West  Lebanon.  Ind.;  Mary  IL,  is  the  wife  of 
H.  C.  Swisher  an<l  the\-  also  reside  in  the  same 
place;  Kliza  ]•:..  was  killed  when  nineteen  years  of 
age  hy  being  thrown  from  a  carrinue:  .Maria  C.,  is 
the  wife  of  William  Hunter,  a  farmer  nlio  is  livin" 
in  Warren  County.  Ind. ;  .Joseph  S..  of  whom  this 
sketch  is  written;  Frank  is  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness at  York,  Xeb.;  Mahala  L..  died  when  two\c.ars 
of  age.  The  mother-of  this  family  .Airs.  Elizabeth 
Christman,  <lied  July  •'^,  1^72.  She  was  an  ardent 
mendjer  of  llie  Methodist  Cliuich.  .and  sustained  a 
fine  reputation  in  her  neighborhood,  ^[y,  Isaac 
Christman  is  quietly  livinu'  with  his  son,  Jose])!], 
and  enjoying  his  l.atlci'  days  in  a  manner  which  he 
has  won  by  hard  wtirk.  He  is  a  liepublican  in 
polities,  and  takes  great  interest  in  his  [lartN-. 

;\Ir.  Joseiih  S.  Christman  is  a  dealer  in  live  stock 
shiiiping  considerable  quantities  eveiy  year  to  Chi- 
cago. Hi;  makes  a  specialty  in  breeding  Hamble- 
tonian  horse--,  of  which  breed  he  owns  several  fine 
s]>eeimens.  Politically.  Mr.  Christman  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  has  held  the  ollicc  of  Township  Trustee 
for  a  long  lime.      He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
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sonic  fraternity,  linving  joined  tliat  order  in  187G, 
by  nnitinir  with  I^odge  X(i.  527  at  Rossville.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  tlie  Oriental  Consistory  wiiieli 
meets  on  Monroe  street,  Cliienno.  Ilis  career  in 
business  is  a  good  illustration  of  what  grit  and  in- 
telligence can  do,  and  slinuld  lie  emulated  liy  otli- 
ers  of  the  younger  generntinu.  Mr.  C'hristninn  is 
unmarried,  hut  has  succeeded  in  making  a  very 
comfortable  luime,  and  llic  view  gi\en  in  tiiis  vol- 
ume, rejiresenls  a  residence  tiiat  in  n<j  wise  disjiiays 
the  absence  of  a  mistress'. 


K.  GKtHJG  KDENS.  In  the  person  of 
this  al>le  practitioner  tlie  liiogra|ilier  dis- 
covers a  gentleman  in  love  with  ids  pro- 
fession— one  who  ado|ited  it  on  account  <if 
the  keen  interest  which  l:e  has  taken  in  it  almost 
from  boyhood,  and  whose  aim  has  been  to  excel. 
lie  lias  been  located  in  Danville  for  the  past  ten 
years,  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  he  has 
built  up  a  lucrative  patronage  among  its  best  pcf)- 
ple.  He  has  been  faithful  and  conscientious  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  and  aimed  to  gain  a  full 
understanding  of  the  disorders  wliicii  he  has  been 
called  u|)on  to  remedy  before  making  the  a[)plica- 
tion  of  chemicals  or  drugs. 

Dr.  Edens  was  Iiorn  in*  the  Province  of  ilolstein, 
Germany,  June  16,  18.31.  and  remained  a  resident 
of  his  native  province  until  1867.  Then,  a  youth 
of  sixteen  years,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  his 
parents,  they  settling  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Cham- 
paign County,  this  State.  The  father  prosecuted 
farming,  while  the  son,  who  also  .assisted  around 
the  homestead,  continued  the  reading  of  medicine, 
which  he  had  begun  when  a  lad  of  fifteen  years. 
Two  years  later,  in  I8(i8,  he  began  to  dispense 
medi(;ine  to  his  acquaintances,  and  there  followed 
such  excellent  results  from  his  prescriptions  that 
before  he  had  realized  the  fact  he  had  quite  a  num- 
ber of  regular  patrons. 

In  1876  young  Edens  rcpaire<l  to  Chicago  and 
entered  Ilahneniann  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  187'.l,  after  taking  the  special  C(jurses. 
On  the  17tli  of  ]N[arch,  that  year,  he  came  to  Dan- 
ville, and  commenced   the   regular  practice  of   his 


chosen  profession,  which  he  has  since  followed 
with  really  suri)rising  results.  He  adopts  many  of 
the  customs  common  to  the  Fatherland,  where  the 
students  of  medicine  are  subjected  to  the  most 
thorough  training,  and  not  allowed  to  practice 
until  they  are  mastei-s  in  tlieir  profession. 

The  ollice  of  Dr.  Edens  is  situated  on  Korlli 
Street,  near  the  Chicago  &  Easti^rn  Illinois  de[)ol, 
where  he  li.is  around  him  his  books  and  the  various 
appliances  requisite  for  his  extensive  Inisiness.  He 
not  only  has  a  large  jiractice  in  Danville,  but  also 
in  the  country  surrounding  it.  He  repairs  to  dif- 
ferent points  at  regular  intervals,  usually-  once  a 
month.  There  is  every  indication  that  he  has  be- 
fore him  a  most  prosperous  future,  and  the  pros- 
pects of  .attaining  to  eminence  in  his  profession. 
He  has  naturally  been  too  full  of  l)usiness  to  give 
much  attention  to  politics,  but  h.as  become  fully 
identified  and  in  sympathy  with  American  institu- 
tions, and  usually  votes  for  the  men  and  not  the 
party. 

Dr.  Edens  was  married  in  D.anville,  March  14. 
1885,  to  Jliss  Frances  K<cliler.  who  was  born  in 
I'oseii,  Germany.  April  :?(),  185!).  She  came  to 
America  in  ls;81.  after  having  acquired  a  careful 
education,  and  thereafter  was  einiiloyed  as  a  pri- 
vate teacher  in  German  and  French,  and  also  in  the 
public  schools  of  St.  J.ouis  and  Chicago.  Mrs. 
Edens  likewise  possesses  considerable  musical  tal- 
ent, and  is  at  once  recognized  as  a  vevv  accom- 
plished and  intelligent  lady.  They  occupy  a  pleas- 
.ant  .and  .attr.active  home,  and  enjoy  the  friendship 
of  the  best  citizens  of  Danville. 


p^^AMUEI.  COOK,  the  son  of  a  pioneer 
family  of  \'ermilion  County,  as  one  of  its 
pr.actical,  well-to-do  farmers,  a  man  of 
sound  sense  and  good  understanding,  is 
chassed  among  its  most  desirable  citizens.  His 
homestead  on  section  H.  Catlin 'J'ownship,  com- 
prising 160  acres,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  vicin- 
ity, and  he  has  100  acres  of  excellent  farming  laud 
in  tleorgetown  Township  Ijcsides  valuable  projiert}- 
in  Danville. 

James  Cook,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
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eitlior  ill  Mniylaiul  or  ^'i^giIli;l,  June  '23.  17!I7.  In 
unrly  nianliDod  lie  was  uniUil  in  uiarii:ige  to  Mits 
Susanna  JNIoycr,  their  unicai  takinic  place  Oft.  G. 
1822.  She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Dee.  2, 
1803.  and  is  still  living;  at  an  advaneod  a,<;e.  After 
Mianiagc  Mr.  and  Mrs.  t'ook  settled  in  Cleimont 
Count}',  Ohio,  living  there  among  its  earl}-  pioneers 
till  1831,  -sviien  they  niigrattit  aeross  the  country 
with  their  family  to  \'ermilion  County  and  liceaiue 
early  settlers  of  Urook's  Point  in  fieorgetown. 
'J'here  the  father  rounded  out  a  useful  life,  liolding 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  about  him  as  lie  was 
in  all  respects  a  good  man.  The  wo<lded  life  of 
himself  and  wife  was  blessed  to  tlieui  by  the  biilh 
of  six  sons  and  live  daughters. 

Our  subject  w.as  the  second  child  of  the  family. 
and  he  was  born  in  Clermont  Count}',  Ohi(j,  l)ct. 
4,  1825.  lie  was  nine  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Vermilion  County  with  his  parents  more  than  fifty 
years  ago,  but  he  still  retains  a  recollection  of  that 
memoralile  journej'  through  the  forests  primeval 
and  over  the  wild  prairies  to  this  then  sparsely 
settled  country,  lie  grew  to  man's  estate  in 
fieorgetown  Township,  and  gleaned  an  education 
in  the  old  log  'school-house  in  which  the  children 
of  the  pioneers  were  taught  the  rudiments  of  learn- 
ing. He  remained  with  his  father  and  mother  till 
he  was  twent^'-six  and  a  half  years  old,  when  he 
married  and  established  a  home  of  his  own.  lie 
h.as  devoted  himself  principall}'  to  farming,  and 
through  many  years  of  i>ersistent  toil  has  accumu- 
lated a  goodly  amount  of  propert}-,  including  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  C'atlin  Township.  lie  has  his 
land  under  fine  tillage,  and  has  erected  a  substan- 
tial, convenient!}'  arranged  set  of  buildings,  in- 
cluding a  handsome,  roomy  residence,  replete  with 
all  the  comforts  of  life.  When  he  was  a  young 
man  Mr.  Cook  assisted  in  making  five  flatboats  to 
go  down  the  Vermilion  lliver  into  the  Wabash, 
and  thence  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and 
once  he  took  a  trip  to  Memphis. 

Mr.  Cook  has  been  twice  married.  He  was  first 
wedded  to  Miss  Amanda  JI.  (Graves,  April  1.  1S")2, 
in  (ieorgetown  Townshii).  She  was  a  native  of 
that  place,  born  Aug.  18.  1833,  to  .lames  and  iMar- 
garet  (Blackbourn)  Graves,  who  were  among  its 
earliest    pioneers,  coming   there  from  Kentucky  in 


182&,  and  spending  their  remaining  d.ays  on  their 
liomestcad  in  that  townshi[>.  l!y  that  marriage 
our  subject  became  the  father  of  six  children,  of 
whom  the  following  is  recorded:  George  W.  m.ar- 
ried  Eliza  Douglas;  .lames  1'.  married  Miss  Eveline 
O'Neal;  Mary  married  .lohn  H.  Wherry;  ^largaret 
ilicd  when  she  was  eighteen  ycai's  old;  Charles 
married  Miss  CV-lia  I'adgctt;  lOUen  died  when  about 
six  months  old.  Aug.  Ut,  18Cfi.  after  a  happy  mar- 
ried life  of  fourteen  years  Mrs.  Cook  passed  away 
from  the  scene  of  her  usefulness,  and  thus  was  lost 
to  her  household  a  wife  who  had  always  striven  to 
ai<l  her  husband  and  make  his  home  pleasant  and 
comfortable,  a  mother  who  was  devoted  to  her 
children,  a  neighbor  who  was  a  kind  and  true 
friend. 

i\Ir.  Cook  was  married  to  his  present  wife,  for- 
merly .Mrs.  Martha  E.  (Cili/.en)  .Moreland,  in  L.a- 
faycttc.  Ind..  April  11.1870.  Their  wedded  life 
has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  three 
i-hildrcn:  I'lcrtie  J..  John  P.,  and  Fred.  Mrs.  Cook 
was  the  fourth  of  the  nine  children,  six  sons  and 
three  daughters,  born  to  William  and  Esther 
(Parker)  Citizen,  and  her  birth  occurred  in  Dark 
County,  Ind..  .luly  2.'),  18.'38.  Her  father  was  born 
in  ;Mar}'land.  Nov.  10.  1809,  and  her  mother  in 
North  Carolina,  Aug.  -1,  1812,  her  death  occurring 
in  Warren  County,  Ind.  The  father  survives  at 
an  advanced  age.  N\'hcn  she  was  two  years  old 
Mrs.  Cook's  parents  moved  to  Wayne  County, 
Ind.,  and  when  she  was  thirteen  years  old  her 
father  brought  her  to  this  State.  She  was  married 
in  Warren  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  25,  1851,  to  Joseph 
^Moreland.  Of  this  union  tiiere  was  one  son. 
Charles  W..  an  intelligent,  well  edu(;ated  young 
man,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  profession  of 
school-teaching  seven  years. 

It  is  said  of  31r.  and  Mrs.  Cook  that  "  they  are 
people  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet,  so  friendly 
and  generous  are  they  toward  all  who  come  under 
their  influence,  and  so  kind  and  considerate  are 
they  in  their  relations  with  all  about  them."  They 
:ire  consistent  members  of  the  Christian  Church  — 
of  which  he  is  an  elder — contribute  liberally  to  its 
support,  and  are  never  backward  in  aiding  all 
schemes  that  look  to  the  moral  or  social  advance- 
ment of  the  community.     In  our  suljjecl  the  Dem- 
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ocralic  jiartj'  finds  one  of  its  most,  lionest  siipporl- 
ers  and  tlio  tnwiisln'ii  on^  of  tlio  promoters  of 
education  witliin  its  bmikMS.  he  haviiiii;  held  sc\  c- 
ral  of  the  school  ofliocs,  and  also  'n'ing  School 
Director  for  years,  disclijiriring  the  duties  thus  ile- 
volving  upon  him  witli  characteristic  fidelity  and 
to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 


^OHN  L.  JACKSON.  In  the  career  of  this 
leadinu'  luisine-:?  man  of  Sidcll.  we  recoirnizo 
the  type  of  the  live,  energetic  American 
citizen,  who  has  been  peculiarly  favored 
hy  Providence,  Ijeing  the  owner  of  a  fine  property, 
the  son  of  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  county, 
anil  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  and  having  had  the 
liapin'  facultj-  of  improving  all  his  advantages.  By 
his  straightforward  methods  of  proceeilure  he  has 
fully  established  himself  in  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  .all  with  whom  he  has  had  dealings.  He  is 
at  present  eng.aged  in  general  merchandising  at 
Sideil,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  [latronage  which 
is  steadily  increasing.  The  firm  of  John  L.  Jack- 
son iS:  Co.  is  considered  A  1. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  born  in  Douglas  County,  this 
State,  Sept.  22,  1860,  and  is  the  son  of  Amos  and 
Sarah  (Ilesseler)  .Jackson,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  near  Frankfort,  Ind..  and  the  latter  in  this 
county.  They  wre  married  in  Michigan.  The 
elder  Jackson  operates  as  a  farmer  and  cattle 
raiser,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Danville.  He  is 
represented  on  another  page  in  this  volume.  The 
parental  household  was  completed  bj-  the  birth  of 
four  daughters  and  two  sons,  and  of  these  Jolm  was 
the  eldest.  lb-  was  twelve  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  came  to  this  eon nty,  and  settled  near  In- 
dianola.  in  Carroll  Township.  Later  they  removed 
first  to  Paris  and  then  to  Danville.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  our  subject  entered  the  Commercial 
College  at  Tcrre  Haute,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  li^TO.  Upon  leaving  sclnjol 
lie  engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  stock,  with 
which  business  he  had  been  familiar  since  a  boy. 
He  shipped  his  first  load  from  Archie  Station,  and 
was  occupied  at  this  business  until  1883. 

The    marriage    of   our   subject    with  3Iiss  Eva 


Gray  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home,  in  Jl.arch, 
1883.  This  lady  was  born  .and  reared  in  Cham- 
paign County,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Louisa  (Weisiger)  Cray,  who  si'ttled  in  the  atiove- 
name<I  county  in  1801.  The  father  died  in  ISTO. 
aged  about  forty  years.  The  mother  w.-is  subse- 
(iuentl\-  married  and  now  resides  near  Kankakee. 
The  three  daughters  were  nanied  Kva.  Cora  and 
Nettie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  one  ehihl.  a 
daughter.  Meta  J. 

Mr.  Jackson  purchased  the  store  and  stock  of 
general  merchandise  belonging  to  AVilliani  Danley, 
the  pioneer  merchant  of  Sideil.  and  in  iiddilion  to 
looking  after  the  atTairs  of  this  estaldishment.  cou- 
tinues  to  deal  in  cattle.  Politically,  he  is  an  un- 
compromising Democi-at.  and  socially  belongs  to 
Peace  Dale  Lodge  Number  2.5.  L  O.  O.  F.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen.  His  farm 
comprises  172  acres  of  choice  land,  pleasantly 
located  soi:thwest  of  Sideil. 
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'r|;OHN  MILTON  DOUtJLASS.  a  prominent 
and  honored  citizen  of  Vermilion  County,  is 
classed  among  its  leading  farmers  and  slock- 
,'  raisers,  he  having  been  intiinatel}- connected 
with  Its  agricultural  interests  for  man^-  j'cars:  and. 
the  son  of  parents  who  were  early  settlers  of  this 
part  of  Illinois,  he  may  indeed  be  regarded  as  a 
l)ioneer  himself,  as  since,  and  even  before,  attain- 
ing man's  estate,  he  has  done  mueh  to  develop  the 
rich  resources  of  this  region  and  make  it  a  great 
agricultural  center.  He  owns  a  farm  on  section  IC. 
Catlin  Township,  that  is  justly  considered  one  of 
the  best  places  in  the  county,  and  here  he  has 
erected  a  li.andsome  commodious  lesidence  that, 
with  its  surroundings,  beautiful  lawns  adorned 
with  shade  trees,  etc.,  forms  an  attractive  scene  iiL 
the  landscape,  and  in  this  lovely  home  he  is  quietly 
passing  his  declining  years,  calnily  awaitin"-  life's 
great  change. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bcun  in  what  is 
now  Ohio  County.  Ind..  Aug.  23,  1823,  the  second 
child  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  belonging  to  Thomas  \\'.  and  Delilah 
(Pcyne)  Douglass.     The  former  was    born   in  the 
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Sl.itc  of  ^Miiiic.  on  the  rciioliscot  River,  and  the 
iiiollicr  w;is  a  native  (jf  llie  Slate  of  New  \  oi  k. 
After  nianiaye  they  Hrjt  settled  in  l)eai-l)(jrii 
County,  Ind..  in  that  part  of  it  now  called  Ohio 
County,  and  theiiee  journeyed  to  this  Stale  in  the 
siJi'ing:  of  lcS:iO,nnd  located  in  Catlin  'rownshii),  Ver- 
iDJlion  County,  where  the  County  farm  now  is,  and 
where  they  spent  their  declining  years,  and  the 
mother  closing  her  eyes  iu  death  in  September.  18.')fi, 
and  in  October,  1805,  the  father  departed  this  life. 
They  were  people  of  solid  merit,  who  faithfully  per- 
formed theii' allotted  tasks  in  life,  and.  as  pioneei-s  of 
N'ermilion  County,  llieir  memories  will  ever  be  held 
in  reverence  along  with  those  of  other  coiirageons. 
self-sacridcing  spirits  who  came  here  in  the  early 
days  of  the  settlement  of  the  Cfiunlry,  and  toiled  to 
make  it  a  lilting  home  for  those  who  came  after 
them. 

Their  son  John  ;\Iilton,  of  whom  we  write,  was 
seven  years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
in  their  migration  from  the  home  of  his  birth  to 
this  county,  and  here  the  reniainiiig  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed,  .and  his  entire 
manhood  has  been  spent  within  the  limits  of  the 
county.  He  early  began  his  career  as  a  farmei-. 
and  has  been  greatly  prospered  in  his  life  \voik, 
being  the  fortunate  owner  of  a  fertile  farm  of 
317.V  acres  that  is  not  surpassed  in  (loiut  of  culti- 
vation and  value  of  improvements  by  any  other 
place  in  the  townshi|>.  lleli.as  erected  a  commo- 
dious, well-built  house,  a  barn  tift}-  feet  square 
on  a  stone  foundation,  and  other  necessary  build- 
ings, and  has  set  out  numerous  beautiful  shade 
and  fruit  trees,  and,  taken  altogether,  he  has  one 
of  the  finest  estates  in  the  county.  ^Ir.  Douglass' 
farm  is  well  adapted  to  stock-raising,  and  he  makes 
a  speeitdty  of  Short-horn  cattle,  and  iiis  fine  herd 
of  that  breed,  highly  graded,  is  one  of  the  best  in 
this  locality. 

On  the  14th  of  Kovember,  1811,  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  Miss  ^Mahala  lUirroughs  was  sol- 
emnized in  Catlin  Township,  one  mile  west  c)f  the 
village  of  Catlin.  Mrs.  Douglass  was  born  in  IJip- 
le\-  C(;unty.  Ind.,  April  .'>,  18"2L  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  I'olly  (\\'iNon)  Burroughs.  Of  her 
union  with  (uir  subject  nine  ehildien  were  born, 
its    follows:    Judith    A.,   wife    of    Joseiih    Trisler; 


^^■inlield  S.,  who  married  Lizzie  Clark;  Delilah,  who 
died  when  she  was  two  years  ohi;  Thomas  A\'., 
who  died  when  he  was  eleven  nionllis  old;  Clarissa, 
the  wife  of  James  Clipsou;  Mahala;  l':imclia.  who 
died  in  infancy;  Arniilda,  the  wife  of  Richard 
O'ConcU;  and  ICsther,  who  died  when  one  week 
old. 

On  the  lOth  of  October,  1887,  the  pleasant 
wedded  life  of  onr  sulijcet  was  Ijiouglif  to  a  sad 
close  by  the  death  of  her  with  whom  he  had 
walked,  hand  in  hand,  for  nioie  tlian  forl\-two 
years.  This  amiable  wife  and  com|ianion  liad  been 
to  him  all  that  a  true  and  devoted  woiiian  can  be 
to  her  husband,  and  to  h<'r  children  ,-lie  had  been  a 
wise  and  tender  mother,  and  her  presence  is  sorel\- 
missed  in  the  household  where  she  had  been  the 
home-intiker  so  bmg.  V>ut  our  subject  does  not 
mourn  as  one  without  comfort,  as  his  Christian 
faith  points  to  a  reunion  beyond  the  grave. 

Mr.  Dougl.'i'.s  is  a  man  of  decided  character  and 
sound  understanding,  and  hi.s  career  has  marked  him 
as  possessing  those  qualities  that  enable  man  to  make 
his  own  wa3'  in  the  world  without  the  adventitious 
aids  of  fortune  and  birth.  He  and  five  of  his  chil- 
dren are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  are  among  its  most  earne.-t  workers. 
In  i)olitics  ]Mr.  Douglass  li.as  taken  part  in  the  pub- 
lic affairs  of  the  township  as  School  Director  and 
Highway  Commissioner.  In  politics  he  favors  the 
Democratic  part^',  firmly  believing  that  its  polie\- 
is  the  onl}'  safe  one  f(jr  the  guidance  of  National 
affairs. 


^ 


"^/OlIN  B.  CRANSOX.  It  is  a  homely  and 
time-worn  adage  that  '-viitue  briijgs  its  own 
reward,"  but  the  truth  of  it  is  frequenllv 
brought  to  mind,  .as  in  contemplating  the 
career  of  Mr.  Craiison,  which  has  been  that  of  an 
honest  man  and  a  goo<l  citizen,  and  in  which  he  has 
performed  life's  duties  in  a  creditable  manner,  with 
the  exce|)tioii  that  he  is  still  plodding  along  life's 
road  single-handed  and  alone,  although  having 
passed  the  fift\'-sccond  _\ear  of  his  age.  \\'hile  he 
maj-  not  be  the  hero  of  an}'  very  thi-illing  event  he 
has  seen  much  of  life  in  its  diU'crent  phases,  and 
during  the  Civil  ^\'ar  gave  his  services  to  assist  in 
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the  preservation  of  the  rnion.  Mis  .artiiy  record  is 
a  crctlitable  one,  as  has  been  thai  (if  his  life  alter 
leaving  it,  when  he  settled  down  to  f.irin  life 
again  in  1878  on  his  present  farm,  and  h:is  n(jw 
one  of  the  attractive  iioinesteads  in  his  townsliip. 
His  specialty  is  Jcrsej'  cattle,  and  he  is  likenise  in- 
terested in  the  chicken  iiidnstry,  having  a  goodly 
nuinbei'  of  fine  fowls  in  which  he  lakes  a  pardon- 
able pride. 

Tiie  sidijcct  of  tills  notice  is  a  native  of  Lock- 
port,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  April  15,  1S37.  His 
parents,  Joel  and  Klioda  (tJray)  C'ransun.  were 
natives  of  Wassacluisetts  and  "N'cnnont  respectively, 
and  lived  in  >>'ewYork  until  lS51,then  lemoved  to 
Michigan,  and  from  the  Wolverine  State  to  In- 
diana, and  from  there  came  to  Illinois  in  18C4, 
where  their  deatli  occurred;  the  fatherdiedin  187;j, 
and  the  mother  in  1882.  They  were  the  i)arents 
of  six  children,  three  of  whom  besides  our  suljjcct 
are  still  li\  ing. 

The  union  school  .at  Lockport  furnislied  young 
Cranson  witii  his  early  education,  which  was  com- 
pleted at  the  age  of  fifteen  yeurs.  lie  then  began 
an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  tinsmith,  which 
he  followed  two  years,  and  after  the  remo\al  of  the 
family  to  Michigan  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. After  their  removal  to  Indiana  he  Ijecame 
interested  in  fanning.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  1801  in  Company  B.  29th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  six  months  later  was  pro- 
moted to  tlie  post  of  Orderly  Sergeant.  The  regi- 
ment was  organized  at  J^a  Porte,  Ind.,  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  Clen.  IMcCook,  and  afterward 
participated  iji  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
after  which  lie  fell  and  was  hurt.  Upon  recovering 
sulliciently  he  was  transferred  to  the  veteran  re- 
serve corps,  in  which  he  remained  until  tln'  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service.  lie  received  bis  hon- 
orable discharge  in  September,  1864,  and  after  a 
brief  visit  to  his  old  home  in  Indiana  set  out  for 
Illinois  with  the  view  of  permanently  establishing 
himself  in  this  State.  Prior  to  entering  the  army 
he  had  purchased  a  farm  in  Indiana  and  sold  it  be- 
fore coming  to  Illinois. 

The  domestic  arrangements  of  our  subject  arc 
presided  over  by  his  two  sisters,  and  he  has  one  of 
the  pleasantcst  homes  in  the  county.     Tlic    sisters 


are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
lCpisco|)al  Church,  while  ^Mr.  Cranson  is  identitie  1 
with  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian.  The  three  oi>- 
erale  logetiier  in  the  business  (if  raising  chickens, 
which  is  carried  on  by  the  natural  process  and  bv 
incubators.  They  market  about  800  per  j'ear,  and 
have  all  the  modern  conveniences  for  hatching  and 
taking  care  of  the  chickens.  The  wliule  jn'ocess  is 
so  systematized  that  the  industry  is  pleasurable  as 
Well  as  profitable.  Their  cattle  are  grade  Shijrt- 
honi  and  full-blooded  Jerseys. 

In  |)olitics  Mr.  Cranson  uniforndy  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Homer  Post,  G.  A.  It.,  and  as  a  Mason  be- 
longs to  Blue  Lodge- and  the  Chapter  in  Homer,  in 
the  latter  of  which  he  is  Master  of  Third  A'eil.  Both 
in  social  and  business  circles  he  occupies  an  envi- 
able i)osition,  and  is  one  of  those  men  whose  word 
is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond. 


1J(_^ENRY  (J.  r.OYCK.  Sixteen  years  have 
passed  since  lliis  worthy-  pioneer  folded  ids 
hands  in  rest  from  the  laliors  of  life,  Iml 
his  name  will  be  recalled  liy  many  as  tliat 
of  one  of  the  first  men  coming  to  the  vicinity-  of 
l)an\'ille  and  performing  some  of  the  earliest  work 
in  connection  with  his  trade  as  a  carpenter  and 
joiner.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  this  counlj- 
in  l.s.'il  and  twti  years  later  established  himself  In 
the  embryo  town  of  Dan\ille,  which  then  consisted 
of  oidy  a  few  houses.  With  his  young  wi'c  he 
took  up  his  aliode  in  the  domicile  which  he  built 
that  year,  which  was  weather-boarded  in  walnut 
and  which  is  still  standing  and  the  property  of  his 
widow,  who  preserve  it  as  a  relic  of  the  older  days. 
Oi)i)Osite  it  was  built  the  engine  house  which  now 
shelters  the  fire  apparatus  of  a  thriving  and  pro- 
gressive modern  city. 

A  native  of  New  York  State,  i\Ir.  Bo3ce  was 
born  in  Schoharie  County,  Feb.  20.  1809.  Thirteen 
months  later  his  parents  remo\ed  to  Harrison 
County,  Ohio,  where  the  father  entered  a  tract  of 
land  frf>m  the  (iovernment  and  whore  tlic  family 
lived  until  18.'}1.  Then  inishing  still  further  wot- 
ward    they   came    to    this    county    and    Henry   (i. 
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■worked  on  a  farm  until  1832.  That  year  lie  tunicfl 
his  .iltenlioii  more  |i.M'ticiilaily  U>  liis  trade  nl"  a  cnr- 
peiiter  and  until  his  mnrriat!:c  tin-  year  Inljowinir 
was  in  the  emiiloy  of  Mr.  lloekuidi  .-nid  (lov. 
Leander  Riilledge.  His  lu.-ni  i:iuc  with  Missllli/.a 
I'otter  oceurrud  on  the  :!(!  of  Marcli,  1833,  the 
Rev.  Krcenian  .Smally  ullieiatini;  ni  the  eercniony. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mr.s.  lioyce  estal)- 
lished  themselves  in  a  lug  euliin  on  what  is  now 
Walnut  street  and  where  their  (ii'st  eliiiil  was  Ixnii. 
Mary  Jane,  now  Mrs.  IIimuv  l'"nUi)n  of  ^'allejl). 
C'fil.  In  the  summer  of  is.",;;  ,Mi'.  IJoyt'e  went  to 
Chicago  when  theie  were  only  tuo  houses  befwceii 
Danville  and  that  now^  great  city.  After  the  father. 
brother  and  brother-in-law  of  Mrs.  Ho\ee  .arrived 
there,  the^"  dug  the  cellar  for  the  first  briek  house 
ever  built  in  Chicago,  which  was  for  a  man  nameil 
Chapman.  IMr.  IJoycc  did  the  carpenter  work  on 
said  building.  He  remained  there  that  fall  in  order 
to  earn  money  to  pay  taxes  and  later  returned  to 
Danville  purchased  land  lying  along  what  is  now 
Walhut  street.  He  pursued  his  trade  as  a  carpenter 
and  finally  became  a  contractor  and  builder,  put- 
ting uj)  many  of  the  first  buildings  in  the  town. 
He  thus  labored  until  about  1850  and  in  185G  was 
appoiijfeii  Postmaster  of  Danville,  [)rior  to  the 
election  of  President  Buchanan.  He  served  until 
the  incoming  of  President  Lincoln's  administraticjn 
and  later  was  Deputy  Po.'»l.inaster  under  I'resident 
Johnson. 

Mr.  Poyce  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinarv 
abilities  and  occupied  a  leading  position  in  his  eom- 
niunily.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
serving  four  terms  of  four  years  each,  holding  this 
ollice  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
warml}'  interested  in  the  cause  of  temperance.  Up- 
right and  honorable  in  his  trans.actions  he  enjoyed 
the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him 
and  at  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  3,  1873,  was 
deeply  mourned  not  onlj'  by  his  own  family  but 
b^'  the  entire  community. 

The  father  of  our  subject  w:is  Peter  l!o\ce.  a 
native  of  Washington  Count}'.  \.  Y.,  and  a  farmer 
by  occuijation.  He  was  reared  to  manhnnil  in  liis 
native  .State  where  ho  m.-iiiied  Mi>s  .June  Potter, 
and  later  icmoved  to  Schoharie  Countv,  N.  Y.     He 


I    was    three    times    nninied    anrl  w.-is  the   father  of 

I    twenty-one   children.      In   his  fiilher"?  familv  there 

were  thirteen  eliildri'ii  and  his  niollier  died  iii  Har- 

j    rison  County,  Ohio,      .\flcr   roming   to  Illinois  he 

!    lived  here  only  a  few  yeais,  then  reluming  to  Ohio 

settled  near  Springfield  where  he  spent  his  last  da\-s. 

I    He  was  a  man   of   cousideralilc  force  of    character 

,    and  a  devout    mendier  of   the  .AletJiodist  Mpiscoiial 

Church. 

Mrs.  Flizn  .1.  (I'ottei-)  15o\cc  was  l>oi'n  in  Jeffer- 
son County.  N.  Y..  one    half    mile   fr<.>m    Saekett's 
Ilailioi'.   Sept.    lit.    1813.   and    is    the    daugliler    of 
]-",lijali    and  Lana  Potter,  the  former  of   wJKjin    was 
born   in  Washington   Ci.uinty.  X.  Y ..  Sept.  4.  1787. 
■    He  was  there  reared   upon  a  farm  and  was   married 
,    to  a  maiden   cif  his   own    townshi[),  Miss  Lana  \'an 
AVormer.  in  1810.      Not  hjng  afterwaid   the  young 
[)eo|)le   removed  to  :i  point   near  S.icketl's  Harbfir, 
I    in  Jefferson    County.      Mrs.  L.ana  I'otter  was   born 
1    June  2,  17U3  and  was  onsecjuently  seventeen  vears 

of  age  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
I        The  throe  eldest  childi-en  of  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  I'otter 
I    were    born    in    Jefferson    County,    N.    Y.,   ICliz.-i   J. 
being    the  eldest.      Six   more  children  weie   added 
I    to    the    family    after    they    left    the    Empire  State. 
With  one  exception  tlic^-  all  lived  to  mature  years, 
;    or.e  being  killed  when  about  feu r  years  old  bv  the 
falling  of  a  tree  upon  him.     About  1820  the  Potter 
family  resolved   to  seek  what  was  then  the  farther 
\\est  and  accordingly  removed  toRiehland  County, 
'    Oliio,  settling  near  the  present  site  of  the  t<^wn  of 
>    -Vshhuul.       That    region    was     then    a    wilderness, 
I    peo|iled  ehielly  bv  wild  animals  and  Indians,  theie 
\    being   only  four  other  white   families  in  the   town- 
,    ship.      Mr.  Potter  cntcre<l  a  tract  of   laiiil  from  the 
flovernment  and  the  family  endured  all  tlie   hard- 
ships  and  privations  of  life  on  the   frontier.     Tlie 
nearest   mill   was   thirt\-  miles   away  and   the   road 
!    which  led  to  it  was  for  long  distances  nothiii"-  mure 
!    than  an  Indian  trail. 

;  As  the  country  began  settling  up  ,Mr.  Potter 
distinguished  himself  as  a  leading  citizen  and  was 
one  of  the  first  to  exert  himself  in  the  e>t.ablish- 
ment  of  a  school  which  was  ctTected  after  much  dilli- 
cidty,  .Mr.  Potter  ridiiii;-  three  d.ays  to  find  a  teacher 
who  could  even  write.  The  family  >(jj<iuriied  in 
'    that  neighl)orhood  for  ;i  jieriod  of  seventeen  ye.ars 
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and  in  1  S.'jO  conrluik'il  to  niiikc  another  elinncre  of 
rcsidoiK-c.  this  time  .seeldiiL;  the  I'raiiir  State.  AfttT 
due  {)iv|i:u':itioii  they  in  Oetolioi'  set  <>ut  overhiml 
witli  a  two-horse  teiini  and  two  cows,  ami  their 
lioiisehoM  got)ds  and  provisions.  'J'hey  were  three 
weeks  on  tlie  road,  canii)ing  and  cookine  liy  tlie 
■waysiile.  They  arrived  near  the  present  site  of 
Newtown,  on  Middle  Fork 'I'ownsiiii),  in  Nuveniljer 
followinp;.  Tiie  father  three  or  fonr  years  later. 
piirehasei]  hind  on  tlie  State  road,  at  the  edsfe  of 
EiS'lit  .Mile  ]'rairio,  ten  miles  north  of  ])an\ille. 
where  he  (jponed  np  a  good  farm  and  lived  until 
18G5.  The  death  of  the  wife  antl  mother  oceui-red 
June  17,  ]S.')G.  Eleven  years  later  Mr.  Potter  ri'- 
moved  to  Missouri  and  subsequently  made  his  home 
witii  his  son.  Joseph,  who  was  located  on  a  farm 
nine  miles  from  Chillieothe. 

Mrs.  ]^ana(  Van  Woriner)  Potter  was  the  daughter 
of  Jaeoh  A'an  Wornier.  one  of  the  early  ])ioneers 
of  Washington  t'ounly.  X.  V..  and  a  strict  adher- 
ent of  the  doctrines  of  the  Metliodist  Episeijpal 
Church.  His  house  for  many  years  was  the  meet- 
ing place  for  the  annual  conference  and  was  the 
frequent  resort  of  the  itinerant.  Among  the  early 
preachers  of  that  day  was  the  renowned  LorenVo 
J3ow,  who  made  for  himself  a  name  intimatel\'  as- 
sociated with  tlie  early  hislory  of  ?ilcthodism.  lie 
and  his  wife  finally  removeil  to  Jefferson  County 
and  made  their  home  with  Mrs.  Potter,  his  young- 
est daughter.  They  intended  going  to  Ohio  with 
the  Potter  family,  l)ut  on  account  of  the  mother's 
health  they  were  obliged  to  remain  in  Jefferson 
County  N.  V.,  where  they  spent  their  last  days. 
The  ^'an  AVornier  family  traced  its  ancestry  to 
Holland. 

The   paternal    grandfatlier    of    Mrs.  Boyce   was 
William  I'olter  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Washington 
County.  N.  Y.,  who   married   Mi>s  Elizabeth  Sher- 
man and  settled  near  E(jrt  .Vnn.      They  became  the    | 
parents  of    nine  sons  and  two  daughters   and   eight    ] 
of  their  sons  lived  to  mature  years.    Tlie_\- remained    ! 
residents  of   Fort  Ann  until  ipiite  aged,  then   went    | 
to  live  with  their  son.  ^Villi;lm.  near  Buffalo,  where 
their  decea-e  to<ik  place. 

To  Mr.  ami  .Mrs.  Boyce  there  were  born  four 
chiMren,  the  elde.-l  of  win. in.  Mary  .1.,  has  liccn 
already"  mentioned.     'I'he  second   daughter,  Emily, 


is  at  home  wilh  her  mother.  Sarah  M.  died  Julv 
on.  ISOl;  William  duriiiL;-  tlu;  late  Civil  War  .-erved 
three  years  as  a  I'nioii  .-oldier  in  Company  A,  1  1th 
Indi.'uia  Iiifaiitiy  and  was  wounded  at  Champiijii 
Hill.  At  the  expiration  of  his  rn>t  term  of  enlist- 
ment he  re-entered  the  ranks  and  at  the  battle  of 
Winchester  leeeived  a  fatal  shot  .and  his  remains 
now  lie  in  ^\■incllestel■  Imrying  gixuiiMl.  .Mrs.  Boyce 
and  her  daughter.  l-",mily.  ;ii-e  meinlicrs  in  good 
standing  of  the  Metho<li.-.t  lOpiscopal  Clinrch.  Miss 
Emma  is  a  well  educated  lady  and  ha>  followed 
the  i.rofession  of  a  tcaelu.'r  lifteeii  years  in  Danville. 
Jacob  ^'an  W'ormer  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Elijah  Potter  served  in  the  \Var  of  1^12  and 
Henry  <i.  l>oyee  tendered  his  services  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War. 

-l^m- 

^f^EOKOE  CLARKSOX.  This  gentleman  upon 
ll  (^  coming    to     \'ermilion    County    purchased 

'^^il)  IGO  acres  of  land  in  Sidell  Township  which 
is  now  occupied  liy  his  wichjw.  Mrs.  Elvira  Clark- 
son,  a  very  capable  and  intelligent  lady  who  enjovs 
the  friendsliip  and  esteem  cif  all  who  know  her. 
Since  the  death  of  her  husband  >he  lias  released  the 
estate  from  its  indebtedness  and  m.anaged  it  in  a 
manner  rellecting  great  credit  upon  her  discretion 
and  good  judgment.  A\'ithoat  niakiiig  any  pre- 
tentions to  elegance,  she  li\es  simply.  comf(.irtably 
and  modestly,  and  has  a  true  and  mothcrlv  heart, 
full  of  S3'm[)alliy  for  all  the  WKiiigs  and  woes  of 
mankind. 

Mrs.  Clai-kson  w.as  born  in  Kentiu'kv  where  she 
lived  until  a  maiden  v(  eighteen  \ear3  and  then 
her  parents  removed  to  Illinois.  She  was  mairied 
in  18G5,  and  settled  with  her  hnsb.and  on  the  farm 
which  she  now  occujnes.  Mv.  Claik^on  had  also 
been  reareil  in  Kentucky.  ( )f  their  union  there 
were  born  two  sons  and  two  daugliteis — lleiir\-  T., 
Jennie  !M.,  Allie  \'.,  and  (ieinge  .1.  The  youngest 
was  only  two  months  (ild  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
d.e.alh.  Mrs.  Clarkson  h.a>  reasmi  to  be  proud  of 
her  family,  her  sons  and  daugliter>  being  more 
than  ordinarily  bright  and  attractive,  the  dangli- 
ters  especially  handsonu'. 

Mrs.  Clarkson  after  the  death  of  her  hiisbaml 
was  forced  to  assume  the    resporsibilities  of    the 
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fiuiii  and  riulit  nobh'  lias  she  fullilled  the  dutios  of 
her  position  .•nid  reared  her  chiMrcn  in  a  inannor 
whii'ii  shall  inrdcc  of  them  useful  and  resi)Cfled 
members  of  the  eoniniuuit}'.  Mr.^.  C'larkson  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Cuinlieilnnd  Presbyterian 
Ciiureli,  in  tlie  northern  part  of  Sidi'll  Townsliip 
and  coniiirises  in  her  life  and  character  the  Cailh- 
ful  and  devoted  mother  and  the  true  woman.  A 
skctcli  of  her  fatlier.  .Tames  Thompson,  v.'ill  l>e 
found  on  ;uK)ther  page  of  thisworlv'.  Mr.  C'larkson  I 
died  Sept.  .J.  1^77. 


ON.  •\V1I.L1AM   1'.  I'KIIKK.  M.  1)..  Mayor 

)\.  of  lloopeston.is  also  a  pr.acticiui;  jiliysieiaii 
»''^'  and  suryeoM  and  si'uior  partner  of  the  firm 
.(5)/  of  Peiree  <k  JleCaunliey,  proprietors  of  the 
diujr  slor(>  on  ^lain  street.  The  various  titles  ap- 
l)eiided  to  hi>  name  have  been  justly  earned  and 
fiom  them  it  will  l)e  readily  guessed  that  he  occu- 
pies no  seeonilary  position  in  his  community. 

Dr.  Peiree  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.Y., 
March  25,  ISoO.  and  lived  there  until  about  1852, 
completing- his  education  in  what  wastlien  Fredonia 
Academy,  but  is  now  the  Fredonia  State  Normal 
School.  Upon  leaving  school  he  commenced  the 
stnil3-  of  medicine  under  the  instruction  of  his 
father.  Dr.  Austin  Peiree,  lieginning  his  readings 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  j-ears.  Later  he  entered 
upf)n  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1852. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  above  mentioned  j'oung 
Peiree  came  to  Illinois  and  began  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession  in  Kendall  County  where  ho 
resided  until  the  outbieak  of  the  Civil  'Wav.  In 
June,  1861,  he  raised  a  company  of  volunteers 
named  Company  D,  and  assigned  to  the  3Cth  Illin- 
ois Infantry  and  of  which  he  was  elected  Captain. 
After  a  year's  faithful  service  in  this  capacity,  he 
was  appointed  Surgeon  to  one  of  the  new  regi- 
ments, the  88th  Illinois,  with  the  rank  of  ^lajor, 
and  remained  with  it  until  llie  close  of  the  war. 
lie  met  the  enemy  in  many  imjiortant  battles,  being 
in  the  fight  at  Pea  Ridge,  Pentonvillc,  Ark..  MW-  j 
sou's  Creek,  Mo.,  Shiloli,  Tenn.,  and  the  siege  of  ) 


C-'orinth.  at  which  places  he  was  in  command  of 
his  companj-.  After  receiving  the  ajipointment 
of  .Surgeon,  he  uas  at  Miiifreeslioro,  Chickainauga, 
in  the  Atlanta  eamiiaign,  and  at  Nashville!  and 
Fi-anldin.  Tenn..  besides  many  other  important  en. 
gagemeiits.  The  greater  part  nf  the  time  he  acted 
as  l.rigade  Surgeon  and  dischaiged  his  duties  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  gain  him  the  friendship  of  his 
suboidinates  and  the  approval  of  his  superiors. 

Aftci'  the  war  was  ended  Dr.  Peiree  returned  to 
I  Hint  lis  and  located  in  Lisbon.  Kendall  Co..  III.,  .and 
subsequently  at  Leniont,  Cook  Conntj-.  where  he 
followed  his  pi'ofession  until  1880,  when  he  tijok 
up  his  residence  in  Iloopeston  and  is  now  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  lucrative  business.  lie  makes  a 
specialty  of  surgery  and  hits  met  with  unqualified 
success.  lie  soon  afterward  established  his  drug 
store  and  being  a  liberal  and  public  spirited  citizen, 
has  alw.ays  Interested  himself  in  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  his  adopted  town. 

^N'hile  a  resident  of  Kendall  County,  Dr.  Peiree 
was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  to  represent 
his  party  in  the  25th(;eneral  Asserabl}'  and  during 
the  sessions  wdiich  followed,  served  on  the  com- 
mittee of  State  Charitable  Institutions  and  Revenue. 
Later  he  was  appointed  a  delegate  from  the  Fif- 
teenth District  to  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  187t)  at  Springlicld.  In  1871  he  was  elected 
Senator  from  the  district  comprising  Kendall, 
(Irundy  and  Will  counties,  living  at  the  time  in 
Minooka,  (irundy  County,  where  he  piacticcd 
until  his  removal  to  Cook  County.  During  the 
Constitutional  Convention  he  was  on  the  committee 
of  Federal  Relations,  Revenue  and  .Judicial  lOis- 
tricts,  sometimes  serving  as  Chairman.  In  the 
Senate  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slate 
Charitable  Institutions.  Railroads,  Penitentiary  and 
I'Alucation.  Wherever  residing  he  has  usually 
been  a  representative  to  district  and  State  conven- 
tions, having  always  taken  a  lively  interest  in 
political  affairs.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Count}' 
Medical  Society  and  in  ^lasonry  is  a  Ivnight 
Templar. 

In  Cook  County,  this  State.  Di'.  Peiree  was 
married  .July  18.  187ti,  to  Miss  Ella  Anderson. 
The  four  children  born  of  this  \inion  were  naiueil 
respectively' :  William,  James,  Lamartine  an  I  .John 
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Lognn.  'J'liej'  arc  nil  living  ;uifl  foini  a  biiijlit  ami 
intiTCstiiiLT  grcnp.  wliicli  tlip  ]irirfnls  loolc  upDii 
willi  iianlniKilili'  iiiidi'.  Mrs.  Pcirof  w.ts  lioiii  in 
llarrisburg,  Pa.,.AIny  12,  1818,  ami  is  lliy  dauiilitcr 
of  James  Anderson,  who  removed  (irst  to  C'o(}k 
Connty,  III  ,  and  then  to  Kansas  where  he  died  in 
1888. 

Hon.  Austin  Peirce,  the  father  of  onr  sulijeel, 
was  a  native  of  A'ermont  and  born  in  !  7ii9.  AVheu 
a  young  man  lie  emigiated  to  Chenango  Comity-. 
N.  Y.,  where  he  lead  medicine  with  Dr.  Pitcher,  (if 
the  town  of  Pitcher,  and  afterward  took  a  course 
of  instruction  at  Geneva.  He  euminenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Hamlet,  Chatauqua 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  !ie  made  his  home  for  many 
yeiirs.  His  decease  occurred  in  18(ji).  when  he  was 
sixt3--one  years  old.  The  mother  in  Iier  girlhood 
was  jNIiss  Mary  Ann  Sterling  of  Chenango  Count_y. 
The  parental  household  included  eleven  children, 
eight  of  whom  lived  to  mature  3-ears  and  five  of 
wdiom  are  still  living.  The  mother  also  survives 
and  makes  her  home  in  Fredonia,  N.  Y.  Slie  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1808  and  came  with  hci' 
father,  James  Sterling,  to  Chenango  Count3'.  N.  Y., 
when  quite  young,  living  there  until  her  marriage. 

The  elder  Peirce  during  his  j'onngcr  3  ears  he- 
longed  to  the  old  Whig  |)art3'  and  about  1842  was 
a  member  of  the  New  York  Legislature.  He  was  a 
man  of  decided  views  and  attained  to  nuich  prom- 
inence in  his  comniunify,  serving  as  Township 
Supervisor  manv  years.  In  religious  matters  he 
belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  which  he 
officiated  as  Deacon  for  .a  long  period.  Dr.  Peine, 
our  subject,  is  a  member  i>f  the  Univcrsalisl  Church 
at  Hoopeston. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Dr.  I'eirce  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume  in  connection  with  this 
brief  outline  fif  his  life. 


JI^ENRY  L.  CIIACE.  The  farming  lan.ls  of 
'll  )!■  Vermilion  Count3-  comprise  its  most  val- 
/i\^  uable  properlv.  and  the  men  who  have  re- 
(!i?);  deemed  them  from  their  primitive  condi- 
tion occujiv  no  unimportant  i)osition  among  a  vast 
and    intelligent    population.     The  subject  of    this 


notice  may  be  properly  cla.-s.'d  among  these,  as  he 
turns  in  annuall_\  a  handsome  ?nm  to  the  county 
tre;.suiy  ;is  taxes  on  llie  prupiaty  M'hich  he  has  ac- 
cnnmlated,  laryely  by  the  labor  of  his  own  iiands. 
He  is  a  hin<l  owner  to  the  extent  of  a  fine  far:n  of 
I  HI  acres,  with  llu'  residence,  on  section  .'i.  t<l^^•n- 
ship  2:!,  range  1  2,  which,  together  with  its  liuild 
ings  and  im[irovenients,  forms  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable esfales  in  lliis  jiai-t  of  A  ernjilion  Counly. 

The  native  place  of  our  suliject  was  Newport. 
1;.  I.,  where  he  lirst  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
-March  7,  18 13.  There  he  S|)ent  his  lioyliood  and 
youth,  completing  his  edncation  in  the  High 
School.  This  brought  him  U[)  to  the  time  of  the 
Civil  AVar.  On  the  13tli  d.ay  of  October.  \i<r,2.  he 
enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  Comiianv  I),  1 2tli 
Rhode  Island  Infantry,  in  which  he  (irst  served  a 
short  time  as  a  private,  and  later  received  the 
rank"  of  Sergeant.  Ilis  regiment  was  made  a  part 
of  the  First  Brigade,  Se(»oiid  Division,  9th  Arn)3' 
Corps,  and  operated  mostly  with  the  Arm\-  of  the 
Potom.ac.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  was  under  Cen.  Burnside  in  his 
skirmishes  through  Kerituck3-.  He  left  the  regular 
ranks  in  August,  1863,  and  was  .assigned  to  the 
Quartermastei's  department,  and  given  charge  of 
two  large  pontoon  trains,  numbers  15  antl  17, 
Army  of  the  James,  and  was  mostly  stationed  .it 
Cit\  Point  until  the  fall  of  18G.5,  when  he  assisted 
in  the  reconslrucli(jn  of  the  burned  bia'dge  at  Rich- 
mond after  the  ^urrendcr  of  Lee'.^  arnn-,  when  he 
was  mustered  out  and  retu'iied  home. 

Our  subject  for  a  year  after  leaving  the  arin\- 
eng.aged  in  business  in  his  native  town,  and  in  the 
meantime  was  married,  !Maich  26,  1866,  to  IMiss 
Anna  E.  Cogswell.  Soon  afterwards  they  removed 
to  Kendall  County',  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  two  years,  then  moved  to  the  vicinit\'  of 
Seneca,  LaSalle  County,  where  he  sojouine<l  for  a 
period  of  eight  years.  His  next  remo\al.  in  1877, 
was  to  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 
Upon  this  he  has  effecteil  manv  iiuproxemenls, 
gathering  around  him  all  the  conveniences  and  ap- 
pliances of  the  enterprising  and  |)rogressi\-e  agri- 
culturist. He  votes  the  straight  Republiean  ticket, 
and  has  held  the  various  minor  olliees  of  his  town- 
shii).     As  an  ex-soldier  he  belong.s  to  the  G.  A.  K., 
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;iiul   finds   liis  religious    home  in   the  Universalist 
Ciiuruh. 

Henry  Ciiace,  the  fntiioi-  of  our  suliject.  wns  like- 
wise a  native  of  Newjiort.  K.  I.,  whore  hew.is  l)orn 
in  1812.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  Cnpl. 
.);nncs  Chace.  who  follon-ed  tlie  sea  for  many  yenrs, 
but  finally  settled  on  terra  jlrma  in  Xewiiort,  au<l 
there  spent  iiis  last  days.  There  wa>  a  large  repre- 
sentation  of  the  C'haec  family  in  that  eity,  uliere 
tliey  were  familiarly  known  Ujy  se\eial  generations, 
and  traced  their  ancestors  to  tiie  l^urilans.  Ilenr}' 
Chace  in  early  manhood  was  married  to^Miss  [Mary 
]>yon.  and  for  a  time  was  engaged  as  a  merchant 
in  Georgetown.  .S.  C.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was 
also  a  native  of  Xewjiort.  Siie  was  tlie  daughter 
of  Aaron  S.  Cogswell,  of  Revukilinnary  fame, 
who  was  the  representative  of  an  old  and  honor- 
al)le  family,  which  furnished  a  number  of  success- 
ful Inisiness  men  to  tlie  commercial  interests  of  tiiat 
time. 

^.ILLIAM  r.AXDV.  In  taking  this  intelii- 
\lli  o'^'il  ^^'•^  gentleman  by  tlieliand.  we  extend 
greeting  to  tlie  oldest  living  resident  of 
Danville.  IIo  is  n<jw  ajiproaching  the  seventj'-sev- 
enlh  year  of  his  age,  iiaving  lieen  burn  .Tuly  22, 
IS  12.  in  Bedford  County.  \a.  When  a  voiith  of 
sixteen  j'cars,  he  was  brouiiht  Ijy  his  foster-parents, 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Ilosvell.  to  this  county,  tiiey 
arriving  at  the  present  site  of  Danville,  Dec.  13, 
1S28.  There  wore  then  not  to  exceed  nine  families 
in  the  town.  Some  iiirii  go  aln-oad  to  look  upon 
great  and  wonderful  tliini;s,  but  .Mr.  B.andy  has 
seen  enough  at  home  to  satisfy  the  ordinary  indi- 
vidual in  the  almost  incrediljlc  change  wliieli  has 
come  over  the  I'rairie  State  since  his  arrival  within 
its  limits. 

Upon  leaving  the  Old  Doniinion,  the  little  cara- 
van of  which  our  snliject  was  a  member.  Iiaving 
amid  much  ])rei>aration  and  sjieeulation  hidilcn 
their  friends  adieu,  set  out  with  a  four-horse  team, 
the  wagon  loaded  with  lioiisehold  eiTects  and  pro- 
visions, and  tra\elcd  for  tliirty-six  days  bi'fore 
rcaciiing  their  clL'>tiiialiou.  They  made  their  bed 
in  their  wauon  at  night,  and  set  tlu^ir  tabic  by 
the  wayside,  traveling  in  the    |jrimiti\c    fa>liioii   of 


those  d.ays,  before  tlie  time  of  I'ailroads,  or  even 
stages  in  this  region. 

L'poii  their  arrival  here  the  emigrants  could  not 
even  rent  a  cabin,  but  finally  succeeded  in  finding 
shelter  in  a  log  house  which  already  oontained  two 
families  of  four  persons  each,  and  which  was  six- 
teen feet  square,  and  stood  upon  the  present  site  of 
the  First  National  Bank.  Thus  they  sjient  tlie 
winter,  being  able  to  do  but  little  except  to  make 
preparations  for  the  spring  campaign.  'J'he  neaiest 
land  otlioe  was  at  I'alestine.  ninety  miles  awav.  and 
the  father,  after  making  the  journey  thither,  was 
not  able  to  purchase,  as  the  otlicer  in  charge  re- 
fused to  accept  the  Mrginia  nione3%  which  w.-is  the 
only  currency  Mr.  Howell  possessed.  P'inally,  how- 
ever, he  liridged  over  his  ditliculties.  and  succeeded 
in  entering  480  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  erected 
four  cabins,  the  principal  one  of  which  was  located 
one  mile  southeast  of  the  court  house  and  con- 
structed of  rough  logs,  with  a  puncheon  floor,  two 
windows  and  a  door,  using  greased  paper  instead  of 
glass.  The  building  was  10x18  feet  square,  and 
boasted  of  window  shutters  of  rived  boards.  For 
the  fireplace  there  was  was  made  in  the  logs  an  ap- 
erture eight  feet  wide,  and  built  out  three  feet 
b.ack.and  this  was  lined  with  earth,  while  the  chim- 
ney was  liuilt  outside  six  feet  high  and  covered  with 
mortar.  This  contrivance  lasted  for  years,  and 
furnished  sullicient  heat  for  cooking  purposes,  as 
well  as  warming  the  building. 

The  furniture  in  this  humble  ilomicile  was  like- 
wise liouie-made.  the  bedstead  being  riven  boards 
set  up  on  wooden  legs,  and  upon  it  there  was  first 
placed  a  straw  tic'lc.  and  then  a  feather  tick.  'I'lie 
table  was  c(jn>trurted  in  a  >imilar  manner,  onlv 
ninde  liigher.  The  family  had  brought  with  them 
two  chaiis.  whicli  were  given  to  the  father  and 
mother,  while  tlie  boys  had  to  ni.ake  stools  to  sit 
upon.  Tlie  groceries  and  provisions  had  to  be 
transported  fifty  miles  from  Terre  Haute,  and  as 
may  be  siquiosed,  at  times  the  family  were  placed 
u|)on  sliort  rations  in  this  line,  although  wild  irame 
being  idiiity.  they  never  lacked  for  meats,  and  in  a 
few  years  there  was  a  surplus  of  cattle  and 
swine. 

Aftei' the  cabin  was  built,  the  liaiidy  famih'  hr.d 
to  carry  water    .'lOO    yards    until   a   well    wa.-~    iUk'-. 
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Tlie  father  an'l  sons  made  a  coiitiact.  to  ,ir''t  out 
10,000  black  walnut  vail.s  at  ij  cents  per  IdO,  :in(l 
in  tliu  meantime  carried  on  as  rapiilly  as  po>vil,l,> 
the  oultivation  of  the  new  farm.  William,  our 
subject,  .i-ssisled  in  lireakinj^  the  lii'st  timber  land  in 
this  region,  and  harvested  some  of  the  finest  corn 
ever  raised.  There  was.  however,  no  mnrket  for  it. 
and  he  was  obliged  to  feed  it  to  his  hogs,  and  sell 
the  perk  for  from  Nl  to  sl.,-)()  per  10".  A  day's 
work  w.as  equal  to  ten  or  twelve  pounds  of  salt 
pork,  or  eight  bushels  of  corn,  or  from  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  to  fiftj'  cents  in  easli,  and  the 
latter  price  ccmld  only  be  eoniinandcd  by  extra 
good  men. 

In  this  way  were  passed  the  first  few  years  of 
the  life  of  our  subjei'tin  this  county.  He  attended 
the  first  school  taught  in  his  tou'iishii),  and  re- 
mained a  member  of  the  parental  household  until 
1831.  About  that  time  lie  engaged  willi  the  State 
Militia  in  the  ]!laek  Hawk  War,  under  Capt.  .1. 
Palmer  and  Col.  I.  R.  Moore.  They  went  fust  lo 
Joliet  and  built  a  fort.  Two  oi-  three  of  their 
comrades  were  killed  b^'  the  Indians.  Thence  Ihey 
I'.roceeded  to  Ottawa,  and  subseciuenti}'  our  subject 
joined  the  United  States  Mounted  Rangers,  wiiich 
comprised  six  coni|ianies.  At  Rock  Island  nian3-  were 
stricken  down  with  cholera.  After  operating  arounc] 
Galena  and  Praii-ie-du-Chien.  they  finally  returned 
and  wintereil  southeast  of  Danville  until  January, 
when  they  were  ordered  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Illinois  River,  but  there  Ijcing  no  need  of  theii- 
services  in  that  region,  they  came  back  to  the  old 
camp,  and  remained  until  tlic  1st  of  May.  They  re- 
mained ready  for  duty  and  reconnoitering  in  dif- 
ferent sections  until  the  fall  of  that  year,  when 
they  were  discharged. 

jMr.  Bandy  now,  in  company  with  .Mr.  Howell, 
commenced  oiierating  as  a  carpenter,  anil  put  up  a 
house  on  what  was  called  Suli)hur  S|)ring  I'laee. 
about  one  mile  southeast  of  tlie  [)resent  court- 
house. In  the  spring  of  1834  they  built  a  Hat  boat, 
7;"')xl6  feet  in  dimensions,  and  upon  this  loaded 
great  quantifies  of  pork,  whieh  Mr.  Pjandy  had 
purchased  for  the  purpf>;e  of  transporting  to  New 
Orleans.  Tlic  craft  was  proix-llod  by  hand  power, 
and  when  arriving  at  the  Crescent  City,  the  "trav- 
eling salesman"  was   confronted    by  a  cholera   epi- 


•  domic,  and   sold     only   enough    to    pay    o.xi)enses, 
■    putting  the  balanee  of  his  property  into  the  hands 

of  commission  men.      He    then    returned  home  and 

awaited    results.     ()ne    morninir.   two    years    later. 

S'oinu'  to  the  nost-otlice  soon  after   the    bluwiiiL!   <if 

;    the  horn  by  the  carrier  on  liorseliark.  he  received  a 

i    letter,  staling  t'hat  all  his  pork  had    been   sobl.  but 

•  at  vcr}-  little  profit,  and  the  proceeds  were  sent  him 
in  a  draft  on  a  liank  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

j        Mr.    liandy    finally    succeeded    in     getting     liis 

money,  and  after  building  another  boat,  proceeded 

I   as  before,  .and  carried  on  this  business  for    several 

years,  conveying  wheat  and  pork  to  New  Orleans, 

and  building  a  new  boat  each    year.     He    wa-  the 

first  man  to  run' a  boat  down  the  ^lississipjii  River. 

I    and  about  1830  or  1840  abandoned  the  river   until 

i    after  the  close  of  the  Mexican  W'av.     He   then    se- 

I    cured  a  sub-contract  to  deliver  horses  in   New  Or- 

'    leans,  and  by  this  time  could   transport  by  steam- 

I    boat.     The  business  proved  quite    profitable   until 

I    the  last  trip,  when   he  got  as  far  as  St.  Louis,  and 

I    found  that  the  war  was  eud(.Ml,  nnd  he  was  left  with 

fifty  horses  on  his  hands.       He   finally  traded  them 

for  a  lot  of  worn-out  Santa  Fe  horses,  getting   i;17 

a  piece  for  his  own  to    hoot,  and    reserving  tw(j  of 

his  best  animals.      He  returned  home  with  the  pooi- 

horses,  fed  thein  up,  and  sold    them   to   the  Illinois 

I    Canal   Company,  receiving    tlierefor    good    prices. 

Later  Mi'.  Bandy  furnished   a    large  proportion  of 

the    packet    horses    of    this    com[)any,  and    in    tlie 

meantime  had  carried  on  general  merchandising  in 

company  with  his  father-in-law.  William    Murphy-, 

they  operating  together  five  or   six    years.       Later 

he  engaged  in   the  hardware  trade   and  conducted 

the  largest  business  of  this  kind  in  the   county  for 

a  number  of  years.     Finally  selling'  out  for  a  large 

lot  of   Wisconsin   lands,  he  began   dealing    in    real 

estate,  and  was    at  one    time    the  owner -of    1,500 

I    acres.      Mr.  Bandy  sold  considerable  of  this   land 

i    afterwards,    but    he    and     his    wife    own    together 

I    l.OOO  acres  at  llie  [U'esent  time. 

I  In  addition  to  his  otlier  enterpiises.  Mr.  I'.andv 
put  u])  a  large  number  of  business  houses  and  resi- 
!  deuces,  and  during  the  last  years  i.if  his  acli\e  life 
I  cou lined  himself  largely  to  the  business  of  real 
:  estate  dealer  and  capitalist.  About  188l'  he  re- 
tired, and  for  llie   last    eight   \  ears    lias    niaih'    his 
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liDiiu'  in  Danville.  His  first  residonce  was  on  North 
■-tnL't.  nluTi'  he  had  a  half  acre  of  ground,  and  cf- 
fccti'l  Minio  line  iniprc)vein('nls.  In  l)S3C  he  was 
.•i|i|)(iintcd  liy  the  Legislature  as  cno  of  the  ('(jni- 
niissioners  to  make  the  slack  water  of  the  \ormilioii 
Kiver.  bnt  did  not  see  it  practical.  Lati^r  he  w;is 
;(p|ioiiited  Marshal  of  the  Kastern  District  of  Illi- 
iKiis,  with  a  bond  of  §10,0(10.  hut  there  being 
iinlliing  particnlarly  desirable  in  llie  ollicc,  he  with- 
drew. 

Jlr.  Bandy  has  rei)ri'scnteil  liis  townLlii))  in  the 
t'oiinl_v  Board  of  Sujiervisors  two  terras;  he  has 
served  as  President  of  the  City  Conncil,  and  also 
as  Alderman.  He  voted  with  the  Republican  party 
until  the  administration  of  President  Lincoln,  and 
has  since  been  a  Democrat.  Mis  whole  career  has  been 
signalizeil  by  liberality  and  i)ublic-Spirileflness,  he 
having  probably  contributed  as  nuich  as  any  other 
man  in  furthering  the  interests  of  Danville  and 
vicinity.  A  goodly  portion  of  his  capital  is  now 
invested  in  the  live-stock  business,  which  yields 
him  handsome  returns. 

The  marriage  of  ^\'illianl  r>aiidy  and  iMiss  Ilar- 
liet  J.  3Iur|)hy  occurreil  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Edgar  County.  111..  Oct.  IG.  18;j;j.  Of  this 
union  there  were  liorn  live  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  six  of  the  children  are  living.  Sauuiel  J.,  the 
eldest,  is  a  resident  of  Danville;  .Tohu  W.  is  the 
owner  of  the  Bandy  block,  and  is  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness; Bennett  E.  is  the  School  Commissioner  of  the 
townshii),  and  interested  in  the  Building  Associa- 
tion; Emma,  the  youngest  born,  remains  at  home 
with  her  jiarents,  and  there  is  also  in  the  household 
rircle  a  foster  child  named  Bella  E.  Bai\dy.  .Mrs. 
Harriet  Bandy  departed  this  life  March,  IST^i.  .She 
was  born  in  Bedford  County,  ^■a.,  ami  came  with 
her  parents  to  this  county  in  lb  IS,  about  the  time 
that  Illinois  was  transformed  from  a  Territory  into 
a  .Slate. 

Mr.  ISandy.  in  1 JSSI .  contractcil  a  second  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Deburah  (King)  .Tohnson.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Ivcutuck}'.  ( )ct.  1:5,  ISl.^,  and 
when  (piite  young  was  taken  by  her  parents  to 
Indiana,  they  settling  on  the  western  line  of  the 
"^latp.  just  across  frum  Danville.  She  spent  the 
gr'-iter  part  of  her  early  life  in  Warren  County, 
Ind,  where  she  was  m:trric<l  to   Mr.  .Johnson,  who 


died  near  West  Lebanon,  Ind.,  in  lSri3.  Josciih 
King,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bandj',  was  a  native 
of  ^'irginia,  and  a  farmer  by  occu[)ation.  He  spent 

his  l.-ist  years  in  Missouri. 

The  fatlu'r  of  uu\  subject  was  .lames  Bandy,  who 
was  born  in  \'irginia  aliout  171)0,  and  upon  reach- 
ing man's  estate  wns  married  to  Mis-<  .Vancy  Brown, 
.alvo  of  the  Old  Dominion.  Oid}'  two  of  their  chil- 
dren li\ed,  and  the  mother  ilied.  when  William,  our 
subject,  was  an  infant  of  three  yc:u-.-..  A  few  years 
later  he  was  taken  into  the  home  of  the  llowells. 
.lames  llandy  linally  iemo\-:;d  to  Tennessee  to  take 
care  of  his  father,  lie  was  married  a  second  time, 
and  came  to  the  southern  part  of  Illinois,  where  he 
died  in  1883.  at  I  he  advanced  age  of  ninetv-threo 
years.  He  came  to  A'irgiiiia  after  his  children,  both 
of  whom  were  with  the  llowells,  but  the  latter 
were  unwilling  to  give  them  up.  He  became  the 
owner  of  lands  and  slaves,  wliich  he  gave  to  his 
children. 

.    ocx>    . 

'    c<J5    " 

,I>)LLIA.M  O.  CUNXINGIIA.M.    an    cxfcn- 


y^y//  sive  stock  shipper  of  Newell  Township  was 
\^%'  born  on  the  l.jth  d.ay  of  December,  1838, 
in  this  township,  and  is  the  son  of  .lames  and  Mary 
(Andrews)  Cunnii.gham,  the  father  a  native  (:>f 
Kentucky.  The  moLher  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  in  New  York,  and  is  deceased. 
The  father  is  now  retired  .and  li\'iiig  at  Stale 
Line.   Ind. 

William  O.,  of  whom  we  write,  is  the  third  child 
of  a  family  of  four  childreu.  He  spent  his  l)0\- 
ho(]il  days  at  home  on  the  farm  until  he  was  about 
eighteen  3'ears  of  age  when  the  restless  s|iiiit  of 
the  typical  American  \outli  seized  him  and  he  con- 
cluded to  See  more  of  the  world;  accordinglv  ho 
went  to  Nebi'aska  where  he  worked  for  a  time 
breaking  [nairie  sod.  but  this  I)eing  too  slow  worlc 
for  him  he  made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  go  to 
•California,  which  he  did.  He  started  from  Nebras- 
ka City  for  Pike's  Peiik  in  IS.',',),  and  from  there 
went  overland  to  California.  Here  he  was  en^.aiied 
in  mining  and  farming  alternately,  and  worked 
with  tome  degree  of  success  in  this  manner  fuv 
about  four  years,  when  he  returned  to  Xebra'^ka 
where  he  worked   for    a  aUm-i  time  and  then  came 
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back  to  Illinuis  witli  6!l.'2()0  in  his  poi-Uct.  evpiv 
cent  of  niiiiMi  was  ;^:iiiic(l  hy  rcn-^cin  <>(  his  iiiiliis. 
trioiis  and  [irndeiit  lialiit-;.  lie  iiivf'.^lcil  lii>  nioiicv 
in  laiul,  bu^vini;-  liis  fallicr's  favni  uf  2(X)  acres  j 
wliich  was  ri'ally  the  nuolensof  his  present  foiLnne.  j 
lie  then  nianied  Feb.  "22,  1865,  Martlia  ,1.  C'iiand- 
ler;  she  is  the  daugliter  of  Janus  and  Elizalielii 
(Frazier)  Chandler,  who  both  died  in  one  weelv  j 
from  milk  sickness,  also  two  children;  at  thai  time 
Mrs.  Cunningham  was  only  live  years  old.  Mr. 
and  JNIrs.  C'nnninghani  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  seven  ai'e  living,  viz;  Iruin. 
Alice,  .lames.  I'orter,  Sophia,  Minnie  and  Koy. 
Stella,  the  C'lilest  child,  died  in  infaiuT.  and  a  i.iaby 
boj'  died  unnamed,  and  the  balance  are  at  home. 
Mr.  Cunningham  is  giving  his  cliildren  the  bi-ncfit 
of  a  good  education. 

Mr.  Cuuningliam  is  the  owner  of  a  large  farm  of 
55G  acres  of  as  good  land  as  there  is  in  Illinois,  es- 
timated to  be  worth  at  least  §70  ))cr  ,acre.  His 
residence  and  buildings  are  models  of  convenience 
and  of  llioso  he  ought  to  feel  pmud.  lie  has  dis- 
played a  groat  deal  of  common  sense  in  all  of  the 
inprovcmenls  he  has  made  .and  in  none  more  than 
in  the  erection  of  his  buildings.  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham makes  a  specialty  of  Cotswold  and  Shropshire- 
down  sheep,  of  which  he  always  keeps  a  large 
flock.  He  is  also  eng.aged  in  buying  and  ship[)ing 
live  stock  to  Chicago,  a  business  which  he  has  pros- 
ecuted with  sTiccess,  all  due  to  his  shrewd  judg- 
ment as  a  buyer.  He  supplements  his  other  bus- 
iness by  dealings  in  superior  grades  of  fine  horses, 
and  it  is  said  that  he  is  a  most  excellent  judge  of 
this  noble  animal. 

Politically,  Mr.  Cunningham  believes  that  tlie 
party  that  obliterated  slavery  from  the  American 
continent  is  right,  and  he  therefore  votes  and  works 
for  the  Republican  party  and  never  omits  an  op- 
portunity to  forward  its  success.  He  has  never 
been  an  active  aspirant  for  political  honors,  but  by 
reason  of  his  suiierior  jurlgment  h.as  held  the  of- 
fice of  Assessor  of  this  township.  M'hilehe  was  liv- 
iws  in  California  he  made  an  endeavor  to  enlist 
during  ii.e  War  of  the  Uebellidn,  his  motives  be- 
ing baseil  wii  'Uy  uiion  the  love  he  bore  his  coun- 
try. Hut  being  disabled  he  was  refused  admission 
to  tlic  ranks  of  the  Union  armv,  though  he  was  al- 


ways in  hearty  and  .activ(!  syni[)athy  with  flu;  ob- 
jects fi)i-  whicli  it  fought.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cunning- 
ham ai-e  active  memlieis  of  the  Christian  Church 
and  are  alwa\s  alive  to  any  move  that  will  uplift 
humanity  and  make  life  h.T[)i)ier. 


n.V  FAL'IK)'!'.  This  venerable  gentleman  was 
long  intimately  connceti'<l  with  the  agricult- 
ll\  ural  interests  of  Vermilion  County,  and  is  still 
the  i)ossessor  of  one  of  its  manj-  valuable  farms, 
finely  located  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  farming  re- 
gion on  section  31.  Pilot  Township.  When  he  pur- 
ciiased  this  farm  it  was  wild,  uncultivated  land 
witli  no  buildings  on  it,  and  but  one  dwellinghouse 
in  sight,  the  country  roundabout  still  being  not  far 
remo\'cd  from  its  primitive  condition  and  sparseli' 
settled.  It  is  a  fact  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud 
that  our  subject  has  witnessed  the  greater  part  of 
its  develoimicnt,  and  has  aided  its  growth  as  only 
a  skillful,  practical  farmer  can  do.  lie  is  now  liv- 
ing here  in  retirement  in  his  comft>rtable  home, 
having  accumulated  a  competenc}'  sullicient  to 
guard  his  old  age  against  want  in  any  form. 

The  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  natives  of 
sunny  France  as  is  .betokened  by  his  name,  and 
from  them  he  inherited  those  genial  and  ple.asini 
traits  of  character  that  have  gained  him  a  warm 
place  in  the  hearts  of  those  about  him.  and  also  the 
thrifty  and  industrious  habits  that  have  led  him  to 
prosperity.  His  parents,  .Toseph  and  Sarah  (Sears) 
Faurot,  were  of  French  ancestry,  but  were  natives 
of  this  country.  They  at  f)ue  time  made  their  home 
in  Ontario  County.  N.  Y.,  whence  tliev  came 
to  Illinois,  and  located  in  Champaign  Countv. 
Ohio.  They  afterward  turned  their  steps,  and  'jn- 
ing  to  Steuben  County.  Inil..  maile  their  lionie 
there  till  death  claimed  them,  the  father  (l\inu-  in 
1830,  and  the  mother  in  1S;1'.I.  They  were  the  pa- 
rents of  five  children,  of  whom  two  are  iiving: 
Jane  is  the  widow  of  David  I'orter,  of  Iventuckv, 
and  she  is  now  living  in  .'Mi-souri  with  her  three 
children;  Benjamin.  dccca>ed,  married  Louisa 
Avey,  of  New  York,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Elmira  and  Harriet;  Alva,  deceased,  was  a  farmer; 
he  married  Louisa  Farmer,  of  Ohio,  and  the}'  hail 
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lliroc  cliiltlreii — 'William  II.,  ,Vlva  and  Fanner; 
Ili'iiry,  tleceased.  niai  ricd  Jlariu  Wolf,  of  Oliio.  and 
she  is  now  living  in  Missouri  with  her  t'liui  chil- 
clivii — Sylvester,  Theodore,  Jlelvin  ami  Mary. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Ontario  County.  N.  V., 
April  '23,  IblO,  and  he  aeeouipanicd  his  ]iarents  to 
C'liann)aign  County,  Oliio.  when  he  was  yountr.  .Vt 
the  age  of  fifteen  a  liardy,  self-reliant  youth,  manly 
beyond  his  years,  he  left  the  shelter  of  the  parental 
roof  to  go  forth  into  the  world  to  li^-lit  life's  hat- 
ties  on  his  own  account,  ami  for  some  yens  was 
eng.aged  in  workings;  hy  the  month.  After  mar- 
riage lie  commenced  to  rent  laud,  hut  always  with 
the  end  in  view  of  owuiny  land  himself  as  snou  as 
his  means  would  allow.  By  fiimality  and  hard  la- 
bor, at  the  expiration  of  three  years,  he  had  money 
enough  to  hu}'  sixty  .acres  of  limbered  land,  and  he 
lived  on  it  the  next  nine  years,  hnsilv  engaged  in 
ils  clearance  and  improvement.  In  1850  he  sold 
it,  and  going  to  Marion  County,  in  this  State,  he 
resided  there  the  ensuing  four  years.  Returning 
to  this  county  he  invested  some  of  his  money  in 
200  .acres  of  wild  land,  from  which  he  has  devel- 
oped his  present  fine  farm,  on  which  he  has  erected 
suitable,  well-appointed  Inuldings.  and  ha.s  every 
convenience  for  cariyingon  agriculture  to  the  best 
advantage. 

To  the  wife  who  has  shared  his  fortunes  and  Ijeen 
an  important  factor  in  bringing  about  his  pros- 
perit}-,  IMr.  Faurot  was  united  in  marri.age  July  2, 
1840.  Her  maiden  name  was  Elvira  Fowler,  and 
she  is  a  daughter  of  Willey  and  Cynthia  (Perkins) 
Fowler,  natives  resi)ectivel3'  of  T>ondcn,  England, 
and  Germany.  They  came  to  this  country  and 
spent  their  last  days  here.  'I'lie  following  is  the 
record  of  the  five  children  lioru  to  our  suliject  and 
his  wife:  Hannah  was  boni  .lune  .So,  1841;  Cyn- 
thia, Feb.  19,  1813;  .Sarah.  Feb.  15,  1S4G;  \'ieto- 
ria,  Aug.  21,  1819.  died  Oct.  10,  1851;  Willie, 
born  Sept.  11,  1 852 ;  Joseph.  Jan.  1 8,  1 858.  Hannah 
married  .lohn  David.son,  of  t)hio,  now^  living  in  this 
county,  and  the}'  have  five  children — Arabella,  Ira, 
Zeru.ah  aii<I  two  dead;  Cynthia  married  Hugh  V. 
Davidson,  of  Marimi  Coiiatv.  Ohio,  nnw  living  in 
this  county,  and  they  have  four  children — Ella, 
Josephine.  James  and  Eslella;  .Sarah  has  been 
twice  married.  Ilcr  first  husband  was  Aaron  Davis, 


of  Shelb3'  County,  111.,  and  they  had  four  children 
I   — 01i\e.  Seigel,  Ellle  and  Leona.     Her  present  lius- 

li:iii(l  is  Alexaiitkr  Steward,  of  Champaign  County, 
I  111.,  and  tluy  h.-ive  four  children — I.izzie,  Alvina. 
'    Josie  and  James  ().;   'Willie  man  ieil  Annie  Ay,  of 

I)()ugl:is  County,  111.,  and  they    are    living    in   this 

[    eouiity;   they    have   three   eliildreu — 1  ra.  ICl.-!.ie  and 

i    Florence;  Joseph,  a  retired  farmer  liviiiLr  in   Arni- 

1 

.   strong,  married    Flora   Thompson,  and    they    have 

I    one  child.  Amy. 

.Mr.  Faurot    is   a   thoroughly    t;<j(jd  and  u|)right 
man.  who  is  well  thought  of  by  the  entire  ci.iinmu- 
,    nity.     His   life-record   shows   that   lie   is  a  man  of 
I   good  capacity  and  sound  discretion,  always  cordial 
j    and  kindly   in  his  relations    with    others  and   fair 
i    in  his  dealings  with  them.     As  Cdiisistent  members 
of  the  Christian  Church,  he  and  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren  exert  a  good   induence   in   the  township,  or 
i    wherever  they  ina3-  be.      Politically.  Mr.  Faurot  is 
I   a  decidetl  Republican,  and  gives  his  party  the  ben- 
I    elit  of  his  hearty  support. 


J"O.SEPH  .1.  .SIDELL.  The  son  of  the 
I  founder  of  the  village  of  Sidell,  naturally 
j  occujnes  no  secondaiy  position  among  the 
'  people,  not  only  of  the  village  but  the  town- 
ship at  large.  The  late  Hon.  John  Sidell,  after 
whom  the  township  was  named,  was  long  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Vermilion 
County,  and  possessed  those  talents,  both  n.atural 
and  reijuired,  which  distinguished  him  as  a  charac- 
ter more  than  ordinarily  forcible  and  eflicienl.  and 
one  who  h.ad  a  sensible  and  permanent  intlucnce 
on  the  community  where  he  was  so  favorably 
known  for  so  many  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  at  Ilai^rcrs- 
town,  Washington  Co.,  Md..  June  27,  ISlC,  and 
his  early  life  was  spent  in  Maiyland  and  Ohio. 
His  father  having  died  when  he  was  a  l.ad  of  eight 
years  the  boy  w.as  thrown  largel3'  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, but  he  seemed  to  have  within  him  the  ele- 
ments of  sucees>,  and  thoM.'  years  which  were 
fraught  with  perhaps  llar(l^hi|l  and  privation  suf- 
ficed to  develo|>  a  character  of  more  than  ordinary 
excellence.     At  the  aire  of    nineteen   vears,  being 
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dissritisficd  with  his  tondition  nnd  his  prospci'ts  in 
his  native  state,  lie  ciiiiuratod  to  Oiiio  and  oiiizhlilmI 
to  work  out  by  the  moatli  in  (Irccnc  County  on  a 
farm  at  xl'i./iO  per  month. 

Saving  what  he  couhl  of  his  earnings  young 
Sidell  in  ilne  time  purchased  a  hov;c  and  mounting 
it  started  for  tlie  farther  AVest.  He  I'russed  Illinois 
and  visitcil  Iowa,  hut  Ihuling  iiotliiuL;-  parlieularly 
desirabh'  returned  to  Ohio  and  tuuk  a  ecuU.Ki,  u> 
cut  cord\voi  d  at  lliirty-three  and  one-lhird  cents 
per  cord.  This  was  extremely  hard  work  for  such 
small  pay,  but  he  [lersevercd  at  it  until  he  was  able 
to  do  something  better.  While  a  resident  of  Ohio 
he  was  married  J.an.  20,  184C.  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
C'line.  who  became  the  mother  of  two  children  and 
died  in  18.54.  He  w.as  then  married  to  Miss  Ada 
B.  Hansom,  who  also  died  after  a  comparatively 
short  i>eriod  of  married  life. 

Jlr.  Sidell  came  to  the  county  in  1800,  and  for 
the  first  few  years  occvipied  himself  in  .agricultural 
pursiuts.  Later  he  drifted  into  stock-raising  and 
became  one  of  the  leading  men  in  this  indiistr}'  in 
A'ermilion  County.  His  eldest  son,  (.George  A., 
started  West  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  and  pros- 
pected for  gold  in  and  around  Fair  Play,  South 
Park,  Col.  He  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  discover 
silver  at  Lcadville.  and  was  founder  of  the  town. 
He  became  owner  of  the  celebrated  lieavcr  Creek 
Silver  Mine,  eight  or  ten  miles  southwest,  and  con- 
tinues his  residence  there.  Allie  E.,  the  daughter 
of  his  first  wife,  married  Mr.  C.  C.  Tincher,  who 
is  well  known  in  the   financial  circles  of  Danville. 

Mrs.  Ada;  B.  (Ransom)  Sidell.  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Toronto,  Canada,  and  being  left  an  orphan 
when  quite  3"0ung,  was  reared  to  womanhofxl  bj- 
an  excellent  family  who  gave  her  a  good  educa- 
tion. She  left  the  Dominion  when  a  young  lady, 
and  going  to  Greene  County,  Ohio,  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  formed  the  .acquaintance  of  lier  fut- 
ure husband.  There  were  born  to  them  two  chil- 
dren. Air.  Sidell  in  coming  to  Illinois  settled  near 
Paris  in  Edgar  County,  and  liaving  some  means 
engaged  at  once  extensi^ely  in  the  cattle  tr.adc. 
He  had  learned  carpentering  early  in  life.  Before 
locating,  however,  he  traveled  extensively  on  i 
horseback  hi  the  West,  crossing  Hlinois  nine  limes    i 


and  through  portions  of  Texas  and  Iowa.     He  was 

in  ihe  Lone  Star  .'^tale  before  its  admission  into 
the  rnion.  It  will  lie  remembered  that  Samuel 
Houston  was  chief  sovereign  of  that  country  at 
that  time,  and  -lohn  Sidell  erected  a  residence  for 
him  at  Houston. 

The  live  stock  enterprise  of  .Mr.  Sidell  prospered 
vciy  well,  and  nut  finding  a  sullicient  area  of  land 
to  suit  his  pu[|i(>-i'  ill  iMlgar  County  he  came  to 
this  county  wlieie  in  d-ie  time  he  became  the  owner 
of  7.000  acres.  I'pon  becoming  :i  voter  he  had 
identified  himself  with  the  Old  Whig  iiarty,  but 
upon  its  abandi'>nmpnt  allied  himself  with  the  Re- 
publicans. He  interested  himseif  greatly  in  politi- 
cal affairs,  and  was  elected  a  reiircseTitati\e  to  the 
L(Mver  House  of  the  l.egislatui'e.  in  which  position 
he  acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  relleciing  great 
credit  upon  his  good  judgment  and  h"ne-!y.  lie 
was  instrumental  in  defining  and  im)iriiving  the 
road  laws  of  Illinoi-s,  and  wasan  inlluciitial  member 
of  the  General  Assembl}',  participating  in  most  of 
its  important  deliberations.  In  later  3'eais  he 
graduall}'  retired  from  pulilic  life. 

At  the  suggestion  of  .Mr.  .John  C.  Short,  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Sidell  Townshii).  it  was 
given  its  present  name.  Air.  Sidell  wis  very  lib- 
eral and  iiublic  spirited  and  cheerfully  r:Tve  of  his 
time  and  means  to  encourage  the  enterprises  calcu- 
lated for  the  general  good.  Several  years  ago  he 
decided  to  open  a  portion  of  his  lands  to  settlers 
who  would  locate  and  make  homes  for  themselves, 
and  thus  disposed  of  a  large  tract  at  a  very  reason- 
able price,  realizing  from  the  sales  the  sum  of 
>;i  15,000.  At  the  same  time  he  retained  a  large 
portion  of  land  himself  and  was  instrumental  in 
bringing  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  liailroad  to 
this  section,  freely  don.ating  the  right  of  wa\-.  The 
town  of  Archie  had  been  laid  out  and  was  boom- 
ing before  Sidell  had  an  existence,  but  finally  was 
practically  absorbed  by  the  superior  advantages 
olTered  b}-  the  founder  of  Sidell  as  a  business  point, 
and  consequently  enterprising  men  inve>tcd  their 
cajiital  here. 

jMr.  Sidell  at  one  time  chartered  a  train  and  ran 
it  free  from  Columlms,  ( lliio.  fur  the  benefit  of 
those  desiring  to  make  a  home  in  the  West.  Sidell 
was  laid  out  in   1881.  and    it>   illustrious  founder 


if. 


J!. 


m3 


'^ " "  fff  fi@Mm^~  '^ 


'y\ 


"Sr- 


■1     //. 


m 


'  H  AZEL  FARM'-'REoIDENCEOF   A  .G  .0  LMSTLD  ,S£C.  ^^'.■(T.IQ.- R.  12.J  CATLI  M   TOWf^SHIP. 


¥^,^^- 


-y.:^^}^^^ 


l._./(.;.::^^\,^ii=ii 


...^^  •  /I— 


D 


KJU 


\^M 


"^ 


FtESIDEI^CE  or  ALVIN   STEARN5  ,  ,  5EC.1.  (T.15.- R.IA.)  VANCETOWNSH  I  P. 


Residence  or  John  R.Kinsey,  5ec.23.(T.I3.-R.13)  Oakwojdd  Tov/n5hip. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


i:>b 


lived  to  note  its  iiheiiumoiial  urowtli  uiul  pro^pcr- 
ity.  Up  deiwrlod  tbis  life  .I:iii.  20,  l«8y.  ;ifU'i-  a 
severe  illness  of  eleven  weeks.  Alllionyh  not  a 
member  of  any  church  ho  donated  jj^enenmsly  to- 
ward the  erection  of  the  various  church  edilices  in 
this  region,  giving  to  the  Ivinilier  ^Meilmdist  Kpis- 
cojial  Cluircli  alone  8500,  this  strurture  being  lo- 
cated in  13anville.  lie  had  ideutilicd  himself  with 
tlie  ]\Iasons  some  j'cars  Ijefure  hisdocin-e  and  was 
liuried  with  the  honors  of  the  fiatci-nitj'. 

To  ]Mr.  Sidcll  and  his  .--econd  wife  there  were 
born  three  eliildren,  .lennie  II.,  .Toseiih  .loliu  and 
Jjuella  Blanche.  The  eldest  daiigliler  is  now  the 
wife  of  Willi:im  iSouthwick.  a  clothier  of  .Sti'eeter, 
111.;  Luelln  married  I-Vank  Hastings,  an  extensive 
cattle  breeder,  and  they  live  in  Essex,  I'age  Co.. 
Iowa;  Mr.  Il.'istings  makes  a  s|iecialty  of  three  dif- 
ferent breeds  of  cattle,  the  West  Highland  Scotch 
—  the  first  ever  lired  in  .Vmerica — the  Hereford 
and  the  Short-horn. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  was  born  .March  11. 
1802,  at  Dudley.  Ivlgar  Co.,  JIL,  and  the  scenes  of 
his  first  recollections  were  in  connection  with  the 
first  cattle  ranch  of  his  father  near  that  place.  He 
began  at  an  early  age  to  assist  his  father  in  looking 
after  the  cattle,  and  mounleil  on  his  broncho 
scoured  the  country  for  many  a  mile  in  the  fall 
enjo^'ment  of  boyish  youth  and  strength.  He  at- 
tended the  schools  of  his  home  district.  AVhiie  a 
boy  of  seven  he  went  in  charge  of  a  train  load  of 
cattle  from  Parimount,  HI.,  to  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Li 
case  one  of  the  bovines  sought  repose  by  lying 
down  at  the  risk  of  being  trampled  to  death,  he 
exerted  himself  to  keep  it  in  a  standing  ])osition, 
and  if  not  able  to  do  this  alone  would  solicit  the 
assistance  of  a  brakeman. 

When  a  youth  of  seventeen  onr  subject  entered 
the  Russell  Preparator3-  School  for  Yale  College, 
but  he  was  A\'estern  in  his  mode  of  thinking  and 
in  his  habits  and  manners,  and  an  utter  stranger  to 
the  mode  of  living  of  the  light-headed  Eastern 
students,  so  he  abandoned  his  first  intention  of  en- 
teiing  Yale,  and  returning  home  continued  with 
his  father  in  the  cattle  business.  He  is  now  re- 
volving in  his  mind  the  plan  of  embarking  exten- 
sively in  this  in  the  near  future  farther  west,  prob- 
ably iu    Nebraska,  but  will  make  his  home  at  the 


old    place,  which    is    beautifully  situated    210  mils 
nuilhwest  of  Sidell. 

')'he  marriage  of  onr  subject  with  .Aliss  Maude 
C,  daughter  of  .Michael  I-"islier,  of  Indianol.-i,  tfjok 
place  at  the  bride's  home  in  1881.  'Mr.  Fislier  is  a 
hfirdw;\re  merchant  and  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
his  town.  A  sketch  of  him  will  bo  found  elsewhere 
in  this  Ai.uu.M.  .Mrs.  Sidell  was  bc)rn  at  Jndianola, 
where  she  complete(l  her  studies,  being  graduated 
from  the  High  Sclujol.  Of  her  union  witii  our  Md)- 
ject  there  are  two  children:  Ritzalia  and  Zelda 
Luella.  Mrs.  Sidell  belongs  to  the  -Methodist 
J'".|iiscop:d  Church.  Our  subji'ct,  like  his  father  be- 
fore him.  is  Ive|iublic.^n  in  politics  and  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  member  of  Vermilion 
Lixlge,  No.  2<l.").  of  Indianola.  He  is  endeavoring 
to  comply  with  his  father's  wi^h  of  having  a  Ma- 
sonic hidge  established  iu  Sidell.  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  M.  W.  C.  at  this  place.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  sterling  worth  and  very  popidar 
both  in  Ijusiness  and  social  circles. 

LDER  GEORGE  W.  DODSON.  a  promi- 
nent and  inlluential  citizen  of  Blount  Town- 
ship, is  the  owner  of  a  farm  on  section  10, 
which  in  regard  to  cultivatiijn  and  neat,  -well-ap- 
pointed buildings  is  indeed  one  of  the  l.iest  iu  this 
part  of  Vermilion  County.  The  I'^lder  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Regular  Baptist  Church, 
and  for  a  number  of  \'ears  has  preachdl  almost 
constantly  in  this  and  Champaign  County,  and  as  a 
man  of  true  piety  is  an  acknowledged  power  for 
good  wherever  he  may  be.  He  is  also  closely  con- 
nected with  the  management  of  local  public  affairs, 
and  has  been  an  incumbent  of  some  of  the  nnjst  re- 
sponsible civic  ollices.  He  has  held  the  position  of 
Supervisor  of  Blount  Township  three  terms,  has 
served  .as  Road  Commissioner  the  same  length  of 
time  and  has  been  School  Director  many  years.  He 
has  not  taken  an  .active  part  in  political  affaii's,  but 
is  a  decided  Democrat  in  his  views. 

The  subject  of  this  biogiaiihieal  review  was  born 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hendricks,  in  Boone  County. 
Ind.,  Aug.  1,  18:U),  being  the  eldest  son  and  tiflh 
child   of  the  six  children,  fotir  daughters  and  two 
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sons,  born  ti>  Rucl  ami  ^Mai'i'  (l)ickc'i>on)  Doilson. 
nati\i's,  ii'spocLively.  of  Kentucky  ami  N'iiyinia. 
His  liaicnls  nianied  and  sottlcil  in  rxione  County 
anil  livc'il  there  till  Fehniary,  l.^ls,  uhcn  tliey 
came  to  Vcnnilion  C'ouiiU  and  cast  in  tlieir  lot 
\vitli  the  pioneers  of  lUuunt  Township,  setlliug 
alxuit  a  mile  northeast  of  IliLiginsville.  They  lived 
there  only  three  or  four  years.  howc\  er,  when  the 
father  sold  that  farm  and  lioughl  anolhci-  lliat  he 
eonsidercd  hiore  desirable.  |)leasantly  loeati'd  in  the 
Fairchild  setUcment  in  lilnnnt  Tow  iisliip.  There 
the  mother  died  Ani;-.  «.  ISCO.  ami  the  father  took" 
for  Ills  second  wife  I.ucinda  Walls,  uho  survives 
iiim.  He  died  at  liiekarl's  Corner  in  iJlonnt  Town- 
.■■hil).  Feb.  2S.  ISTl,  thus  roundinu' (lut  a  life  that 
was  a  credit  to  himself,  his  friends  and  his  com- 
munity. 

IJis  sou  George,  of  whom  we  write,  was  between 
eight  and  nine  years  old  when  his  parents  brought 
him  to  their  new  liome  in  N'ermiliun  County,  and 
he  iirew  to  man's  estate  in  Klount  Township,  his 
parents  training  him  in  all  useful  laijors  and  care- 
fvdly  instilling  into  his  mind  those  high  and  I10I3' 
princiiiles  that  have  been  his  guides  in  all  his  after 
life.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  and  being 
an  apt  pupil  gained  a  gooil  |)ractical  education.  He 
has  always  paid  attentitm  to  the  calling  to  which 
he  was  bred,  and  there  is  no  more  skillful  or  shrewd 
farmer  in  the  neighborho<.)d  than  he,  as  is  shown  by 
the  appearance  f>f  liis  farm  of  350  acres  of  well 
tilled  land,  with  its  comfortable  dwelling,  fine  con- 
veniently arranged  barn  and  other  sulistantial 
buikiings,  among  the  best  in  the  townshii). 

Elder  Dodson  has  been  twice  married.  The  first  j 
time  in  Blount  Township,  to  ISIiss  Sarah  A.  "Walls, 
who  was  born  in  Hendricks  Count}',  Ind.,  July  29. 
1812.  Slie  was  a  member  of  the  llegular  ISaptist 
Church  and  a  truly  good  and  virtuous  woman, 
whose  death  Aug.  8.  ISf'.T,  was  deplored  far  beyond 
the  home  circle.  She  l)ore  her  husband  tliree  chil- 
dren: Annie  M.,  the  wife  of  William  (J'Toole; 
John  \V..  who  m.arrie<l  ICva  K.  Fairchild ;  George 
W.,  who  nuu-ried  Lillie  Parks. 

Our  subject  was  married  to  his  present  wife  3Iarch 
12,  18(>S.  and  in  her  he  has  found  a  clieerful  and 
ready  liil|icr.  and  an  able  manager  in  her  depart- 
ment, she  making  their  home  cosy  and  comfortalile 


for  the  f.aniily  and  attractive  to  others,  who  often 
>h;u-e  its  generous  hospitalities.  Mrs.  Hodson's 
ncii.ien  name  was  Dorcas  i'.  I'ilkington.  and  she  was 
boiiL  in  Hamilton  County,  Ind..  Dec.  10,  1,S4(;. 
lli'i-  marriage  with  our  subject  has  lieeu  bles.-iMl  by 
the  biitli  of  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Sarah  L., 
who  died  when  aliout  two  years  old;  Carrie  F^.; 
linel  F.,  who  died  when  six  months  old;  Ira  \V.  W.. 
Diira  K.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  niouth> ;  .lames 
v..  .Jesse  R.,  K(he  L..  JJertha  W..  who  died  when 
one  year  old;   l.illie  M.  and  Hessie  Orella. 

]n  all  his  useful  and  honorable  career  the  Folder 
has  been  guided  by  the  highest  moral  sentiments, 
and  has  ever  shown  himself  to  be  a  just,  kind- 
hearted,  pure-souled  man,  one  in  whom  his  fellow- 
men  can  safel}-  place  their  trust,  and  whose  sagacity 
and  wisdom  eminently  lit  him  for  the  i)art  of  coun- 
sellor. He  has  been  identilied  with  the  Regular 
Baptist  Church  for  many  years,  has  tilled  the  oflice 
of  Deacon,  and  was  ordained  Elder  in  the  church 
Nov.  28,  187i,  since  which  time  he  has  i)reaclied 
regularly  in  this  and  Channiaign  Count}-,  as  before 
nu'ntioned,  with  great  acceptance  to  his  hearers. 
His  ministry  has  been  very  successful  and  mueli 
good  has  resulted  from  it.  He  has  brought  joy  to 
many  hearts,  has  soothed  and  comforted  many  in 
grief,  and  many  have  turned  from  the  error  of  their 
ways,  persuaded  to  do  thus  by  his  simple,  earnest 
words  of  warning,  and  by  the  example  of  a  godly, 
upright  life. 

ij^SAAC  CFRRENT  comes  of  sterling  pioneer 
stock,  his  immediate  ancestry  on  both  sides  of 
the  house  having  been  early  settlers  of  Ver- 
milion County,  who  figured  honorably  in  the  his- 
torj'  of  its  settlement.  He  is  a  fine  representative 
of  the  native  born  citizens  who  are  sustaining  and 
extending  the  large  agricultural  interests  of  this 
fair  land  of  their  birth,  and  the  farm  that  he  owns 
and  is  successfully  managing  in  Danville  'J'own- 
ship  compares  very  favoralily  with  the  bo.-t  in  this 
vicinity  in  [joint  of  cultivation,  neat  :ind  substan- 
tial buildings  and  well  ordered  ai)|]ear:uii;e.  anil  its 
fertile  acres  jdeld  him  an  ample  income. 

Mr.  Current  was  born  in  Newell  'lowuship,  \'cr- 
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milion  Coiintj'.  Nov.  17,  184.">.  Ik'  is  :i  (U'sclmuI- 
ant  of  Vir<iijiia  families.  Iiotli  his  |i:irei)ls  nnd  tlu-ir 
jiai'Ciits  having  Ijcen  born  iMtho()lil  1  Juiniuion, 
his  father,  William  Current.  April  20.  lf<o.j,  and 
his  mother,  :JIary  Ilaston,  Oct.  I'J,  ItiQT.  The  [inter- 
nal gr.an(if:Lllier  of  subject  ivns  a  farmer  in  Harri- 
son County.  \'a.,  but  he  finallv  disposed  vi  his 
|)roi)erty  in  that  Slate,  and  coming  to  ^'ermilion 
County  ill  1627,  with  his  fainil}-,  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest settlers  in  what  is  now  known  as  >se\veH 'I'own- 
sbip.  He  entered  a  tract  of  (_!overnnient  land 
and  was  a  resident  in  Uiat  township  till  dealh  called 
him  hence,  though  he  did  not  die  on  that  farm. 
but  on  the  old  hfiinestead  of  his  f.ather.  which  he 
had  entered;  after  the  death  of  his  father  he  bujing 
that  farm  of  the  other  heirs.  The  father  of  dur 
subject  was  I'eared  in  his  native  .State,  and  there 
married  Miss  ^lary,  daughter  of  Henry  IJaston. 
Her  father  was  a  resident  of  Harrison  County  in 
his  native  Virginia  till  1827,  when  be  came  with 
others  to  Vermilion  Countj-,  and  entered  a  tract  of 
land  and  improved  a  farm  in  what  is  now  Danville 
Township,  and  lived  heie  many  years.  He  h.ad 
learned  the  trade  of  a  hatter  in  his  3-outh;  and  after 
he  came  here  found  it  very  profitable  to  work  at  it 
a  part  of  the  time,  his  hats  finding  a  read3-  sale. 
From  thii  place  j\lr.  IJaston  moved  to  Iowa  in 
1848  and  became  a  pioneer  of  Clarion  Conntv.  A 
few  3ears  later  he  came  back  to  Illinois  and  made 
his  home  with  his  children  for  a  time,  and  then  le- 
turiied  to  the  Hawk  E^'o  State  and  resided  there  till 
his  demise  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-eight 
3'ears.  His  wife  lived  to  be  about  the  same  age. 
They  were  the  j)arents  uf  fourteen  children,  ten  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity  and  married. 

The  father  of  our  subject  continued  to  live  in 
Harrison  County  till  1827,  but  carl}- that  ^-ear  he 
left  the  State  of  his  nativity  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
his  parents  and  her  parents,  bound  for  the  then  far 
West,  and  made  the  entire  journey  with  ox  teams. 
He  settled  in  Newell  Township  and  entered  the 
tract  of  Government  land  th.at  is  now  owned  ami 
occupied  by  his  eldest  son.  It  was  wild  prairie  .-a 
the  time,  with  no  improvements  whatever,  and  he 
had  to  erect  a  rude  i)ole  house  for  temporary  shel- 
ter, and  in  th.at  the  family-  resided  a  year.  It  w,as 
then  bnrne<l  with  all  its  contents,  and  a  more  sub- 


stantial log  house  was  jnit  up  in  its  i)lace,  and  in 
tlial  humble  aljode  the  most  of  his  cliildren  were 
born.  When  he  lirst  went  onto  this  land  he  diil 
not  h:ive  mimey  endu-li  to  pay  for  it  and  Ijcld  it 
as  a  claim  till  he  cuuld  eai'n  money  I'noiigh  lireak- 
ing  prairie  for  others,  to  buy  it.  lie  h.-id  learned 
the  trade  iif  wagon-m.aker  before  coming  here,  and 
he  built  a  shop  on  his  place  and  devoted  part  of 
his  lime  tu  making  w.agons.  When  he  had  three 
or  four  wagons  made  he  would  yoke  liis  oxen  and 
start  for  Chicago  to  sell  them,  and  at  the  same  time 
his  wife,  who  was  a  thrifty,  economical  hoiisi^keep- 
er,  wuidil  send  the  eg-s  and  butter  that  she  had 
sa\ed,  to  market.  There  were  no  railways  for 
years  after  he  settled  here,  and  deer  and  other 
kinds  of  »  ild  game  were  plentiful  and  often  troub- 
k-ome  in  the  wheat  fields  of  the  [)ioneers,  and 
where  the  flourishing  city  of  Danville  stands  there 
was  then  no  village.  3Ir.  Current  closed  a  Iif,. 
that  had  been  a  useful  one  and  an  honor  to  his  com- 
munity, on  his  old  homestead  Aug.  G.  18.")],  dyin" 
while  yet  in  his  prime.  His  wife  died  in  October, 
1.S8.;. 

Isaac  Current  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  educa- 
ted in  this,  his  native  county.  He  was  but  six 
years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  he  continued 
with  his  mother  till  his  marriage.  He  then  estal)- 
lislied  himself  on  a  part  of  the  homestead,  and  two 
years  later  bought  his  present  farm,  wlieie  he  has 
built  ui)  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the 
tciwnship. 

iMr.  Current  has  been  three  times  7iinrried.  Clar- 
issa E.  L\-nch,  to  whom  he  was  widded  Dec.  It 
1802, was  bis  first  wife.  She  was  born  in  Dan\-ille 
Township  in  1843,  and  died  here  dune  14,  lyoo 
leaving  one  child,  Rsiciiol  II.  She  is  now  the  wife 
of  Isaac  Bowman  of  A'anee  Township,  and  they  have 
one  child  named  William  Isaac.  Mr.  Current's 
second  marri,age  was  to  Mary  (Campbell)  AVyatt. 
their  union  taking  place  Oct.  28,  18(J'J.  She  was 
born  in  Newell  Township  Aug.  1,  IS  15.  and  died 
June  21,  1872. 

Mr.  Current's  marriage  with  his  present  wife. 
Mrs.  Derotha  (.loues)  Noel,  ttiok  place  .Ian. 
2G,    l.bS;].      Her  fii-st    husbaml  was   Arthur  Noel  by 

whom  she  had  one  sou.Slu'lln-  1'.  Not-I he  married 

Hannah  Lapi^in.  Ihey  liave  three  chiklron,-viz  :  I'ercy 
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Loo,  ]-o(1a  ]5clle,  jiiid  Artluir  Rnyinoml.  Slie  wns 
Ijoniin  lioc-kville.  I'.ulc  Co..  lii<l..  .I:m.  1.".,  is  I.").  Iln- 
fatlier,  Cornelius  .lf)iu\s  was  Ijuni  in  \iiL;inia,  :i)ii| 
when  a  yoiuiii'  man  went  lo  Pailc  (  (nmly,  Inil..  aud 
tliere  married  Xancy  Hull,  a  M.-iii\e  (if  Ohio,  ilc 
lived  ill  Park  Counly  till  IS.si.  and  then  ranic  to 
Illinois  and  made  his  home  with  a  Min  in  IJnuglas 
County  till  iiis  deeea>e  in  March.  1  H,s,"..  llh  wife 
died  May  10,  ISilo.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Current  have 
one  son,  Charles  U. 

It  may  well  be  the  pride  of  our  snlijeet  that  it 
has  bei'u  his  privilege  not  only  to  witness  the  won- 
derful progress  of  his  native  eoinity  since  his  hirth, 
but  that  he  has  had  a  share  in  advaneing  its  mate- 
rial prosperit}'  and  making  it  a  great  agricultural 
centre.  lie  has  aeeuinulatcil  a  valuable  property 
by  the  exercise  of  those  faculties  that  mark  him  as 
a  mail  of  more  than  usual  sagacity,  far  reaching 
forethought,  and  practical  tenacit_\-  uf  puriKi.-e. 
L'nderlying  all  these  traits  are  Ui<jse  high  (iriiici- 
ples  that  have  gained  him  the  trust  and  respect  uf 
his  fellow-citizens.  Both  ho  and  his  wife  are  act- 
tive  members  of  the  Asbiiry  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  as  is  also  their  son.  In  politics,  on  >."a- 
tional  issues  he  sides  with  the  Democrats,  but  in 
local  affairs  the  best  man  for  the  ollice  gets  his 
vote  without  reg.ard  to  his  part_y  adiliations. 


^  OlIX  J.  SOrTIlWUllTli  is  one  of  the  young 
leading  and  progressive  business  men  of  one 
of  llie  must  promising  villages  in  \'ermilion 
County.  AUerton.  The  town  lies  on  the  line 
which  divides  \'erinilion  from  Champaign  Coiintv, 
and  was  laid  out  in  1887.  The  depot  was  built  the 
same  fall  and  located  on  lands  given  to  that  pur- 
pose b\-  Sam  W.  Allcrton,  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  Southworth  was  the  first  business  man  who 
located  at  the  town  of  Allerton.  Befoi'e  comiiiir 
here  he  was  engaged  in  the  town  of  Archie  in  tlu^ 
lumber  busine-s.  In  1S87  he  look  charge  of  .\1- 
lerton's  steam  elevator,  removing  his  lumber  j'ard 
liere  at  tlic  same  lime,  and  on  Jul}'  20.  1(S87.  he 
bought  the  liisl  load  of  grain  purchased  in  Aller- 
ton, a  load  of  corn,  from  Thomas  L.  Miller,  of 
Chain})aign  County.  The  price  paid  was  forty  cents 


j    a   bushel.     As   soon  as  the  railroad  was  completed 
i    to  his  town  he  added  to  iiis  stock   of   lumber,  salt, 
I    binding  twine,  sand  and  barbed  wire.      Mr.  .'-ioulli- 
worth  is  a  son  of  .lolin  1.'.  and  Ann.a  ( .Uiers)  .South- 
worth,  the  n.alivily  of  I  he  former  being   at    Thom- 
astou,  .Mass.,  while   the    latter    was   born  in  llarris- 
!    burg,  P.a. 

j  .John  li.  Soiithwortli  was  reared  as  ,i  mechanic, 
working  in  the  woolen  mills  at  Lowell,  .Mass..  but 
in  18.")  I,  thinking  the  broad  inairies  of  the  'West 
were  more  conducive  to  hap[)iness  than  the 
cramped  shops  of  the  Last,  he  eaine  to  Cham|)ainii 
County,  III.,  eventualh".  His  first  removal  west 
was  to  Ohi<i.  where  he  was  married.  As  a  farmer  of 
Illinois  he  was  fairly  [irosperous,  and  was  pronii- 
nentiy  iilentihed  with  the  progress  of  his  neighbor- 
hood, lie  diefl  on  his  farm  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years,  while  his  wife  still  lives  there.  The 
maternal  grandparents  oi  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
died  while  Mrs.  Southworlli  was  quite  y(ning.  Thev 
were  natives  of  England,  as  were  also  the  paternal 
grandparents.  The  great-grandfather,  Roy  -South- 
worth,  served  with  distinguished  honor  through 
the  entire  period  of  the  Kevolutionary  War,  and 
his  descendants  are  in  possession  of  a  cane,  the  head 
of  which  is  composed  of  solid  silver  iu  the  shape  of 
a  dog's  head,  and  inscribed  thereon  are  the  words, 
".Southworth.  177<1."  The  silver  was  taken  from 
the  hilt  of  a  British  sword,  which  he  captured  from 
the  enemy.  Our  subject's  parents  had  six  children: 
Addie,  .hilia.  Frank,  Lehniond,  John  J.  and  Lillie. 
•John  Jay  Southworth  was  born  at  Coldw.ater, 
Mich.,  ill  18J2,  and  when  he  was  but  three  years 
ohl  emigrated  with  liis  parents  to  Illinois,  where  he 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  received  his  primarv 
education  at  the  public  schools.  At  the  at;e  of 
twenty  he  entered  Oberlin  College,  where  he  con- 
tinued a  student  for  some  time,  and  afterward  com- 
pleted his  education  at  Champaign.  In  1875  he  was 
married  to  iMiss  Maiy  F.  Irwin,  who  w.-is  born  in 
Champ.-iign  County,  111.,  and  who  was  graduated 
from  the  women's  depai  tin.  lit  of  the  Blooininglon 
I  ollege.  She  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  her  na- 
ti\c  county,  for  sometime  and  was  reckoned  as  one 
of  tile  best  teachers.  .Soon  after  their  inanw'nge  the 
young  couple  removed  to  Archie,  w  here  .Mr.  .^ath- 
wortli  engaged  in  business,  and  from  the   start  has 
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been  successful.  Tlipy  have  had  four  chiUlron: 
(i race,  "Walter.  Ida  and  AnnaMni-y;  the  iatu-rdii-d 
when  she  uas  Iwoiity  months  old. 

Mr.  South  worth  owns  a  line  f;uin  of  eighty  acres 
four  miles  north  of  Allertdii.  lie  is  als<i  cnua^i-d 
in  the  hotel  luisincss,  he  and  his  wife  Iji'inijtlie  [iro- 
prietors  of  the  AUerton  House,  lie  is  a  aieniliei-of 
the  Odd  Fellows  lodge,  and  votes  the  Kepulilieau 
ticket.  The  otllcos  of  .School  Director  and  Trustee 
have  been  filled  liy  him  willi  aliility.  In  all  his 
efforts  of  life  in  which  he  h:is  suceep<led  he  h;is 
been  ably  seconded  b}'  his  intelliijeiil  and  faithful 
wife,  and  it  is  safe  to  predict  thai  they  will  go  on 
))rospering'.  They  arc  prominently  identified  with 
the  prosperity  of  their  town,  ami  there  are  no 
bettor  pcoi)lc  in  it. 


^  I^^ILLTAM  COPEBAND  is  the  son  of  SamiU'l. 
\/\/f/  '^^''I'^S'^  father  was  likewise  named  Samuel, 
^'^  a  nati\-e  (jf  Ireland,  lining  been  born 
near  Dublin.  Me,  with  his  bi'otlier,  liohert,  cnnc 
to  the  United  States  when  yonn<,'  men  and  located 
at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  From  tliere  the  l)rother  went 
to  South  Carolina,  and  has  not  sirice  been  heard 
from  by  our  subject.  The  graudfatlier  married 
near  Philadelphia,  and  after  a  few  years  removed 
to  Galia  County.  Ohio,  the  subject's  father  beiny 
then  a  little  boy.  The  journey  was  made  on  pack 
horses.  The  father  and  older  brutliers,  Isaac  and 
Robert,  were  carried  in  a  liasket  l.ished  to  a  horse. 
That  journey  was  made  about  18b.").  many  years 
previous  to  the  building- of  auv  railroads.  Even 
ro:ul  wagons  were  not  in  general  us(;  at  that  time. 
Sleds  were  used  in  all  seasons  of  tiie  year.  The 
only  wagons  in  use  in  those  pai'ts  were  such  as  were 
known  as  truck  wagons,  the  wlieels  of  which  were 
made  of  a  piece,  jierhaps  six  Indies,  sawed  off  the 
end  of  a  round  log  and  a  hole  bored  in  the  center 
for  the  axle,  which  was  also  wood.  The  x\licels 
were  held  on  the  axle  b\  wooden  liiich-|iins,  in  fa^t 
the  entire  wagon  was  made  of  wood.  The  grand- 
parents located  among  the  hills  nnd  heavy  timljcr 
and  there  made  a  farm  on  which  Ihey  reared  their 
family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  our  subject's 
father  was  the  third  child  and  onh'  sui'\'ivor.     The 


children  were:  Robert,  Isaac.  Samuel,  James.  Ham- 
ilton, Mary  A.  .lane,  and  Mahala.  The  graml- 
l)nrcnts  spent  thiMi-  last  d:iys  on  the  Ohio  farm. 
The  parents  of  our  -ubjecl  were  mariaed  in  Oniia 
Count}-.  Ohio,  the  mother  being  Elizal.ielh.  daugh- 
ter of  AVilliani  Ham.  of  (iernian  ancestry  and  earlv 
settlers  of  Ohio. 

Like  the  grandparents,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
reared  a  large  family  consisting  of  eleven  children: 
William  II.,  George  \7.,  Perry,  Jlary  A.,  Xancy, 
Malinda,  Andrew,  Delila,  Clarinda.  lOmil}-.  and 
Elizaljeth.  The  four  eliler  were  born  in  Ohio. 
In  1827,  the  parents  of  the  subject  of  lids  sketch, 
with  their  family,  removed  to  this  county  ami 
made  the  joui-ney  on  a  keel-boat  down  the  Ohnj 
and  up  the  Wabash  to  Perrysville.  I  ml.  The  father 
made  tiie  boat  for  the  journey  and  lircmght  the 
household  goorls  and  also  salt.  Out  of  tlie  profit  on 
that  lo.ad  of  s.alt  he  made  a  start  in  life.  He  sold 
it  at  Perrysville.  wheic  he  hired  a  man  with  a  team 
to  haul  his  goods  ami  fanul\-  seven  njiles  north- 
west of  Daiu'ille,  where  he  entered  eighty  acres, 
part  timber  and  part  prairie.  His  lirst  house  was 
made  by  Laying  a  [lole  from  one  tree  to  another 
about  ten  feet  apart  on  a  fork  in  eithtrtrce,  against 
which  poles  and  rails  were  leaned  on  each  side  for  a 
roof.  In  that  tent  they  lived  nntil  they  could 
build  a  log  house,  and  iu  this  house  the  family  was 
chiell}'  reared.  Aftei-  getting  the  eight}'  acres  in 
a  good  state  of  cultivation  he  would  buy  more 
land  as  he  could,  until  he  had  increased  his  fai-m  to  a 
considerable  extent.  On  that  farm  the  worlh\- 
j  mother  spent  hei-  last  days.  The  father  makes  his 
j  home  with  our  sulije<'t  during  the  winter  and  with 
his  daughter.  Eli/.abeih,  now  Mrs.  Milion  Lamb, 
I  of  Danville,  in  the  summer.  The  father  of  \\"illiani 
I  IL  is  a  member  of  tlie  .Mi^sioii;iiy  Baptist  Church. 
i    in  which  faith  his  mother  died. 

I  In  the  wilds  of  Illinoi>  educationid  advantaircs 
were  very  limited,  and  tlic  school  which  our  sub- 
ject attended  at  twelve  years  of  aue  was  called  ;i 
'•subscription  school."  Ivu-h  fnuiily  would  boanl 
the  teacher  in  iiroportion  to  the  nundier  of  i)Uplis. 
'The  school-house  was  built  of  round  logs,  punch- 
eon lloor  and  slab  doors.  Tiic  window  was  luade 
with  gi-eased  paper  pasted  over  ihc  hole  cut  in  a 
log.     The  scats  were  also  made  of  puncheon.     The 


2C0 


PORTRAIT  AND   r.lOf;  KAPAICAL  ALBr:\r. 


school  torin  only  lasterl  about  three  J-iunths  of  the 
year,  the,-c  lieiiiL;'  the  winter  im>nlhs,  wlien  t-lu; 
Work  on  the    fai'in    ^va^^    rotardcil    hy  cold  \Ye;ttlier. 

The  next  ste[)  of  importance  was  tiie  niarriaue  of 
our  subject  to  Jliss  Kachael  Sterns.  Her  parents 
were  Znra  and  Mary  (Suiallev)  Sterns.  The3'  tcjo 
were  pioneers  in  this  county  and  cnnie  from  near 
Clarkesville,  Oluo,  and  were  among  the  very  earl- 
liest  settlers.  They  died  at  an  advanccnl  age  near 
Williamsport,  Ind.  l\y  his  first  marriage  there 
were  ten  children:  Mary  married  James  Wilson 
and  died  in  18G0.  Mr.  AVilson  eidisted  in  the  war 
and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chickasaw.  Their 
onlj^  surviving  child,  AVilliara  II.,  was  reared  by 
our  subject  for  whom  he  was  named;  Nancy,  now 
Mrs.  W.  11.  Duncan  lives  in  this  county;  E.  H.; 
Almeda  is  married  to  Frank  Johns  and  died 
about  1875;  Kli  lives  in  Missouri;  Andrew  Z  ;  an 
iiifantson;  Elizabeth  now  Jlrs.  John  B.  Chambers; 
George;  Harmon;  and  Charles,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  foitr  years.  Mrs.  Copeland  died  Jan.  27,  1831, 
a  worthy  membei  of  the  ISaptist  Church  in  which 
faith  she  lived.  «.)ur  subject  was  married  a  sec- 
ond time  to  Elizaltoth  Kirkhart,  September,  1885. 
Her  parents  were  also  earl}-  settlers  here  and  came 
from  AVhitscll  Count v,  ^'a..  in  which  State  they 
were  born.  Her  mother,  Ann  i, Courtney)  Kirk- 
hart, died  when  Mrs.  Copeland  was  aliout  eight 
years  old.  Her  father,  John  died  a  few  years 
later,  thus  leaving  her  an  orphan  in  early  life. 
Previous  to  her  marriage  with  the  stibject  of  this 
sket'ch  Mrs.  Coiidand  had  been  married  to  Sie|)hen 
Lamb,  who  died  in  1.S82. 

AVilliam  Copeland  is  a  member  of  the  I'.aptist 
Church,  while  his  wife  is  a  memVier  of  the  United 
l'.rctliern  Ciuncli.  lie  has  held  the  offices  in  this 
county  of  Supervisor,  twelve  years;  School  Direc- 
tor, twenty  years;  IJoad  Commissioner,  three  j'ears. 
His  [)olitics  are  strictlj-  Republican.  His  indus- 
trious habits  have  been  crowned  by  a  splendid 
property  in  the  village  of  I'otomac.  wheic  he  lives. 
He  owns  a  large,  well  furnished  frame  house  and 
three  lots,  lincly  i)lantc<l  with  shade  and  fruit  trees. 
The  house  has  all  nujilcrn  conveniem-cs.  and  testi- 
fies to  the  ncaines.>  and  taste  of  its  owners.  Hi' 
also  owns  another  lesidence  and  a  large  bu.siness 
house  in  the  vilhiire.       Iteside  these,  a  line  farm  of 


440  acres  in  this  connt\-.  where  he  li^■ed  for  many 
years,  anil  here  his  family  was  reared.  He  has 
given  each  of  his  children  at  their  marriage  $2.r)()(l, 
and  still  has  a  competenc\'  remaining  to  keep 
himself  and  wife  as  long  as  the}'  live.  His  pres- 
ent prosjierons  condition  speaks  well  for  his  tjood 
management  and  frugality,  for  when  first  married, 
in  1841,  he  was  destitute  of  means,  ilr.  Copeland 
is  one  of  those  worthy  pioneers,  who  is  now  living 
a  life  of  peaceful  retirement. 


^^^  HAKLES  E.  WHITT(JN  has  been  a  resident 
|(  ^  of  Illinois  nearh-  all  his  life,  though  he  has 
^^^5  lived  in  Vermilion  County  but  a  short  time, 
lie  was  born  in  Oneida  County.  X.  Y.,  July  3. 
1  847,  and  when  a  boy.  came  West  with  his  (larenls, 
Robert  and  JMar^-  (Ferguson)  Whitton.  They  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  (irundy  County.  111.,  and  the 
father  and  mother  arc  now  living  at  Hammond, 
Ind.,  near  Chicago.  The  former  is  an  Englishman 
by  birth,  and  came  to  this  country  with  an  elder 
brother  when  quite  young,  while  the  latter  is  a 
native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 

Charles  E.  Whitton  was  brought  upon  the  home 
farm  in  Grundy  Count}',  and  when  Fort  Sumter 
was  fired  ui)on,  ardently  desired  to  enter  the  Union 
army,  but  was  not  acce|>ted  because  of  his  youth. 
On  Feb.  7,  1865,  however,  he  stole  a  few  months 
of  the  time  necessary,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  and  six  months  enlisted  in  Company  C.  1  17tli 
Illinois  Infantr}'.  and  served  for  a  ^car.  On  the 
declaration  of  peace,  his  company  was  assigned  to 
Provost  Jlarshal  duty  in  Georgia,  and  was  so  en- 
gaged until  Jan.  20,  ISGCon  which  d.aj-  thcv  were 
mustered  out.  After  his  return,  being  still  but  a 
boy.  although  a  veteran,  ^Ir.  Whitton  went  to 
school,  and  for  two  years  studied  with  an  especial 
view  of  preparing  himself  for  the  profession  of 
school  teaching.  In  this  vocation  he  was  sidjse- 
(piently  engaged  for  more  than  t\\  clve  years,  nuistlv 
in  Irciquois  Count}-.  III.,  and  In  r)cnton  Countv, 
Ind.  In  the  latter  county  he  was  alst>  Sui)erinten- 
<lent  (<f  Schools  foi'  two  years,  dischai'i^ina-  the  res- 
ponsible duties  of  that  position  satisiUcioiiK  to 
the  people,  and  with  credit  to  himself.      Duiini,'  all 
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the  years  he  was  teiiclu'iis:  he  was  also  working  at 
farming-  during;  thesununer  months.  In  the  s|irinu- 
of  1884  he  began  work  on  a  rented  farm  in  Iio- 
qnois  {'uiuily.  but  his  first  wifu  dyinic  abont  that 
time,  Mr.  M'hittoii  gave  n[)  tliis  place,  and  after  his 
second  marriage  live<l  ffir  tliree  years  on  a  farm  in 
Iroqnois  County,  belonging  to  liis  present  M'ife. 
This  thuy  sold  in  iss.s.  ;ind  then  bought  and  re- 
moved to  the  fine  farm  of  200  acres,  on  tL'clii.in  "21. 
in(;rant  Township,  wliere  they  now  make  their 
home. 

As  stated,  Mr.Whitton  has  been  twice  married — 
first  in  1877,  to  Miss  Salinda  Jones,  wiio  died  in  the 
spring  of  1884.  leaving  two  lioys.  Lewis  and  Law- 
rence. On  Dec.  10,  1884,  .Air.  'Whitton  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Laura  ]!.  Duidiam,  widow  of 
Quincj'  Dunham,  of  Logan  County,  111.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  David  and  JLiry  (Ilouser)  Alsop.  and 
wns  born  in  Spencer  County.  Ivy.,  Aug.  26,  1810. 
Both  tlie  parents  were  also  born  in  that  county, 
where  Mr.  Alsop  was  a  farmer.  They  emigrated 
to  Logan  Cotmtj',  111.,  when  Laura  was  but  nine 
years  old,  and  she  has  ever  since  been  a  resident  of 
this  State.  Iler  mother  die<l  in  1875,  and  her  I 
father  is  still  living  in  Logan  County.  lie,  too. 
although  a  southerner  by  birth,  w.as  a  soldier  of 
freedom,  and  servc<l  for  three  years  in  the  Union 
arm}'  as  a  member  of  Comjiau}-  F,  lOGth  Illinois 
Infantry.  In  fact,  all  of  Jlrs.Whitton's  connections 
showed  themselves  to  be  true  patriots,  her  father, 
her  father-in-law,  her  first  and  her  second  husband, 
all  having  served  bravely  in  tlic  I'nion  ranks.  Wil- 
liam Dunham,  her  tirst  husliand's  father,  was  Cha))- 
lain  of  the  lOGth  Illinois  Infantry,  the  same  regi- 
ment in  which  her  father  was  a  sohlier.  lie  served 
through  the  war,  but  contracted  a  disease  from 
wliich  he  never  recovered,  and  which  terminated 
his  life  in  1877. 

Laura  1!.  Alsop  (now  Mrs.  Whilton)  was  mariied 
t(^  (^uincy  Dunham,  Dec.  l;j,  1870.  He,  like  Mr. 
Whitton,  was  a  youthful  soldier,  having  been  born 
Aug.  6,  1847,  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  and  on 
Feb.  10,  1865,  when  seventeen  yeais  and  six  nnintlis 
old,  enlisted  in  Company  M.  illh  Illinois  Cavalry,  | 
serving  for  nine  month-,  and  was  disclKirged  Nov. 
.j,  18r..'i.  After  his  return  from  the  aiinv,  young  : 
Dunham  w.as  engaged  in  farming  [)ursuitsin  Lcigau    ' 


County  until  his  death.  He  bought  the  farm  in 
Iroquois  County,  on  whieh  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  WhiUon 
li\-ed  aftei-  tiieir  marriaue.  but  m  \ei-  ii<-cupied  it 
himself.  The  circum-taiices  allcndin::  his  death, 
wliich  occured  Dee.  U.  Iss].  were  vervs;id.  A  man 
whom  he  had  hired  to  w,,ik  on  the  farm  was  found 
to  be  sufleriim  from  smallpox,  .nnd  Mr.  Dunham 
contracted  the  dise.a.se,  and  died  from  it.  His 
brother,  Monroe  Dunham,  who  was  married  to  a 
sister  of  Mrs.  Whitton.  and  a  si-ter  of  Mrs.  Luev 
ZoUars,  with  a  child  of  Monroe's,  named  ,Maud, 
also  fell  victims  to  the  same  dread  disease,  .as  did 
five  of  their  neighbors,  making  nine  in  all  who  died 
before  the  pest  could  lie  controlled. 

;Mr.  and  Mrs.  (,>uincy  Dunham  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  all  of  whonj  are  now  livinir  willi 
their  mother,  and  are  named  Clarence  K..  yiai  v  L.. 
William  D.,  Arthur  A.,  Pearl  E.  and  Grace  L.  :\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Whitton  have  one  child,  a  bright  little 
girl,  n.amed  Kstella  K.  Though  not  long  residents 
in  ^'ermilion  County,  they  have  live  1  near  its  bor- 
ders, and  are  well  known  in  this  [lartof  the  county, 
r.oth  are  resi)ccted  memliers  of  the  Chrislian 
Chnreh.and  he  is  a  member  of  Bosweil  Lodi^e.  No. 
18i;,  A.  F.  .t  A.  M.,of  I'.oswell.  Ind. 

Mr.  Whitton  is  known  as  an  inilusti'ious,  hai'd- 
working  man.  who  attend-  closely  to  the  duties  of 
his  farm,  in  which  he  is  ably  assisted  bv  his  I'uer- 
getic  and  capable  wife.  The  farm  they  now  own 
is  a  fine  property,  and  under  their  careful  manaue- 
ment  is  being  rapidly  impioved.  and  when  their 
plans  are  full}- carried  out,  it  will  be  one  of  the 
best  proiierties  of  its  size  in  thi<  neighliorhood. 

f,  OHN  II.  I'ARRISH  has  for  twenty  years 
or  more  been  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
Sidell  Township.  As  a  farmer  ho  is  .skilli'ii] 
^^  and  successful,  has  a  comfortable  and  lieau- 
tifid  home,  and  is  genial  and  hospitable  in  his 
manner,  gaining  the  i;o(id  will  of  all  with  wh.nn  he 
come,-,  in  contact.  He  is  considerable  of  a  politi- 
eian.  and  in  1870  wa-  elected  Highway  Commis- 
sioner for  a  t<a-m  of  tliree  years.  He  was  re-elected 
in  IS.s.").  and  ser\e'd  another  ti'rm.  I'riur  to  his 
assuming    the    duties    of    this    ollice    the   Comniis- 
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sioners  l;afl  contraftrd  fcir  a  hiruc  ninouiit  of  io:iil 
grading,  ami  iiiiuiscly  iin-olved  llu  townshii)  in 
del)t  to  the  amount  of  '?J,(ii)0.  l!y  e.u-uful  nian- 
ngemenl  on  the  part  of  Mr.  I'arrish  this  snni  ha> 
been  greatly  reduced,  so  tliat  tlio  towiisliip  linances 
are  phieed  upon  a  sound  l)asi.s. 

Our  subject  was  born  ;\Iay  7.  IS.'IO.  in  Coshocton 
County,  Ohio.  Tiiere  his  early  life  was  spent,  and 
•IS  his  brother  had  left  the  jiarentnl  roof  wlien 
about  sixteen  years  old,  John  naturally  assuinetl 
the  i)rincipal  charge  of  the  homestead.  To  this  he 
brought  a  bride  in  I8C4,  l)eing  married  that  year 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  J)onnelly.  This  lady  was  a  na- 
tive of  his  own  ct)unt\- — in  fact  the\'  had  grown  up 
together  from  childhood.  The}-  resi<1ed  in  Ohio 
until  after  the  birth  of  two  ehildren,  coming  to 
this  county  in  l.^^tlJS.  In  the  nieantimo  the  brother, 
Joseph  i'arrish.  had  beeome  owner  of  a  large  farm, 
a  part  of  which  oursuljject  rented,  ami  ui)on  which 
lie  operated  with  success,  lie,  however,  with  many 
others  at  the  time  suffered  greatly-  from  ague,  a 
disease  common  among  the  early  settlers,  be- 
fore the  land  had  liciai  sulliciently  cultivated  to 
do  a^ay  with   mia>nia. 

Tlie  lirst  purchase  of  our  subject  in  this  coijiity 
was  eighty  acres,  the  nucleus  of  his  present  home- 
stead, and  to  which  he  added  until  he  had  200 
acres.  He  i)ut  up  a  fine  dwelling  in  18S8.  and  has 
brought  his  land  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  To 
him  and  his  estimable  wife  there  were  born  nine 
interesting  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daugh- 
ter, Giida,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Thompson,  of 
Sidell  Township;  ^lelvin  P.  remains  at  the  home- 
stead; Charles  died  when  eighteen  mouths  old: 
Horace  C,  AUie,  Grace,  and  llarley  are  at  home. 
Belle  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months,  and  Gro- 
ver  C.  died  wlien  an  infant.  Mr.  I'arrish  votes 
with  the  Democracy,  and  is  quite  prominent  in 
local  politics,  frequently  serving  as  a  delegate  to 
the  county  conventions.  He  has  also  served  on 
the  Circuit,  Petit,  and  Grand  Juries,  and  has  ofli- 
ciated  as  School  Director  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
years. 


State  the  mother's  family  als(j  llourished  quite  nu- 
merously at  an  early  day.  The  jjaronts  wore  mar- 
ried in  Kosciusko  County,  where  the  father  success- 
fully pursued  his  trade  of  car|ieuter  and  joiner, and 
lived  to  be  seventy-two  year>  old.  The  mother 
died  when  tmr  subject  was  a  hid  of  seven,  leaving 
besides  himself,  an  older  brother,  Joseph,  and  a 
sister  younger.  Hannah,  now  Mrs.  \\ .  1'..  Shane,  who 
live?  in  Smithlield,  ( )liio. 


^UY  C.  HOWARD.  Among  the  most  promi- 
nent merchants  of  Armstrong,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Howard  takes  the  le.ad.  He  is  noted  for  his 
success  and  excellent  business  qualifications.  He 
was  the  son  of  Joseph,  whose  father,  Nathan,  was 
a  native  of  C)hio,  and  who  was  of  English  descent. 
This  gentleman  came  to  Illinois  among  the  jiio- 
neers,  and  located  three  miles  northeast  of  Dan- 
ville. His  wife.  Nancy,  was  of  Irish  ancestry. 
This  worthy  cou|ile  were  blest  with  six  children; 
Joseph,  Clinton.  Milton.  Richard:  Julia,  who  mnr- 
rie<l  C.  Campbell,  and  died  in  this  county;  ami  one 
other,  who  died  quite  3ouiig.  Our  subject's  father, 
who  was  born  in  Ohio,  is  the  eldest  of  tiiese  cliil- 
dreii.  Here  he  was  united  in  wedlock  with  Miss 
llarijara  Snyder,  a  daughter  of  Asa  Pi.  Snyder,  who 
was  also  a  pioneer.  Of  this  marriage  there  was  but 
one  child,  our  subject.  The  father  had  been  pre- 
viously married  to  a  daughter  of  Ralph  ^Martin, 
another  pioneer  of  this  county.  It  was  heie  in 
Vermilion  County  that  the  father  died  in  the  vear 
1850,  eighteen  mouths  after  the  birth  of  their  son. 
The  mother  lived  and  devoted  all  her  attention  to 
her  child,  whom  she  reared  on  the  farm  with  great 
care  and  precision,  and  whom  she  has  educated  in 
the  district  schools.  When  he  became  of  age  he 
was  married  to  IMiss  Emil}-,  daughter  of  William 
H.  Price.  This  happy  event  occurred  in  A|)ril, 
1878.  He  was  iirofitably  engaged  in  farming  until 
1887,  when    he  found  eurploymeiit  as  a  clerk  for  a 


James  and  Lania  (Ilardinau)  Parrish.  the  parents    j    Mr.  Tilton.  in  Potomac,  for  about  eighteen  moutl 


of  our  subject,  were  natives  respect! velj-  of  P.el- 
niont  and  Cosehocton  counties,  Ohio.  The  Par- 
rishes  were  originally  from  Peiins3lvania,  in  which 


From  here  he  came  to  Armstrong,  where  he  ha>  a 
general  store  and  where  he  enjo3s  great  prosperity. 
His  stock  is  valued  from   -s3,000   to  ■j.j,000.       His 
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trarlc:  runs  from  §12.000  to  >=  15.000  .t  yoar.  He 
c.'irrks  ,Tii  iimisii;ill_v  fuio  lino  of  Licneral  iiiei'flian- 
rlise. 

Mr.  Ilowanl  is  a  Democrat,  and  ,i  merabt-'r  of  the 
A.  F.  tt  A.  M.  of  Potomac,  his  wife  being  a  nioin- 
her  of  the  "  Eastern  .'^tnr''  of  that  lodge.  "When 
our  subject  began  business  he  had  nothing  to  licli> 
iiiin  on  but  a  determined  chaiarler  and  a  pair  of 
willing  hands.  Those,  liowexer.  are  ell'eclunl  in- 
struments, and  never  fail  to  inove  themselves  true 
weapons  in  his  battles  with  the  ordinary  obstacles 
(_)f  life.  From  what  we  have  already  seen  of  his 
energy,  we  cannot  but  predict  for  him  a  bright  and 
|)ros|ierons  future. 


JVtiOHN  M.  McCADE.  This  friend  of  the 
laboring  man  has  made  for  himself  an  un- 
j  deniably  line  record  in  connection  with  the 
J  im|)ortant  question  whicli  is  to-d.ay  absorb- 
ing the  minds  of  intelligent  men  everywhere.  A 
man  of  more  tlian  ordinary  lalmt  and  pos.-essed  of 
large  information,  he  has  not  only  .-tudied  this  but 
many  other  questions  of  ))olilical  economy,  and  his 
published  opinions  have  had  a  marked  effect  upon 
the  complexion  of  larly  pcililics  in  this  part  of  the 
Sla'.c.  A  man  of  broad  and  liberal  ideas,  and  with 
the  faculty  of  giving  voice  \.b  his  0|)inioi)S  in  forci- 
ble language,  he  has  for  years  been  a  power  in  the 
community,  and  has,  it  is  evident,  sought  to  exert 
his  influence  for  good  and  good  only.  'Slv.  ^NIc- 
vl'abe,  while  alliliating  with  the  I'nion  Labor  part}', 
is  also  a  strong  advocate  of  [n-oliibition.  au'l  fa- 
vored a  union  of  the  two  parties. 

We  are  constrained,  before  pioeecding  further, 
to  glance  at  the  home  surroundings  of  ]Mr.  ^NlcCabe, 
who  has  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  inviting 
mansions  in  Fairmount  and  vicinity — a  large,  old- 
fashioned  house,  built  in  the  early  days,  and  situ- 
ated on  the  corner  south  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
tliurch.  It  stands  on  an  eminence  gently  sloping 
to  the  south,  wlLii<.'  stictcliing  east  is  a  fine  orchanl 
containing  large  and  ^lueading  trees,  a  useful  old- 
fashioni  d  gardiMi.  and  twenty  acres  of  pasture,  in 
the  midst  of  u  Inch  is  a  li-h  |)ond  stocked  with 
(jcnnan  carp.      Recently  the  Silnxil  Directors  ha\e 


purchased  two  acres  of  the  twenty  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  line  graded  school  building.  The 
whole  jiremises  are  both  comfortable  and  elegant, 
and  form  one  of  the  most  attractive  features  in  the 
landscape  of  tiiis  region.  The  tile  works,  of  whicli 
^Ir.  McC'alic  is  |)ro|)rietor,  and  which  lie  at  tlie 
U'lrth  end  of  3Iain  street,  were  erected  in  1«82, 
and  have  been  prosecuted  successfuU}-  since  that 
time. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Dearborn 
County.  Ind..  Feb.  19,  1844.  and  is  the  fifth  child 
in  a  family  of  nine,  the  ofl'spring  of  Ale.x  and 
Khoda  (Ivnapp)  McC'abe,  who  were  natives  respect- 
ivelv  of  Ohio  and  North  Carolina.  The  father 
followed  farming  after  his  marriage,  in  Dearliorn 
Count}',  Ind.,  to  which  he  had  removed  with  his 
parents  at  an  early  day.  Crandfather  Knapp  w.asa 
native  of  New  York  Stale.  Alex  McCabc,  after 
his  marriage,  continued  in  Indiana  until  1872,  then 
reino\'ed  with  hi~  family  to  Stanberr}'.  .AIo.,  wliere 
he  and  his  excellent  wife  still  live.  Si.x  sons  and 
two  daughters  lived  to  become  men  and  women. 

Mr.  McCabe.  our  subject,  attended  school  quite 
regularly  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  mostly 
in  the  winter  season,  and  worked  on  the  fai'in  with 
his  father.  In  18G3,  desirt)us  of  starting  out  in 
life  for  himself,  he  left  home,  arriving  at  Fair- 
mount  with  a  capital  of  ^2.37,  and  in  debt  •'s,")  to 
his  mother  for  money  liorrowed  to  help  him  get 
away.  Arriving  at  Fairmount,  lie  engaged  in  work 
for  Mr.  James  M.  Doughert}',  about  one  mile  north- 
east of  town,  and  with  whom  he  remained  until  the 
fall  of  that  year.  The  winter  following  he  taught 
school  at  Walnut  Grove.  The  year  following  he 
attended  school  at  Danville  a  short  time,  and  sub- 
sequently resumed  work  on  a  farm. 

In  the  meantime  our  suljject  had  his  mind  in- 
tent upon  establishing  a  home  of  his  own,  and  in 
the  fall  of  18G4  was  united  in  marriage  witii 
Miss  'Sltuy  E..  daughter  of  .Mr.  Samuel  Doughert}'. 
The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  McCabc's  mother  was 
.lane  Dalby.  and  Mi;S  :\Iary  was  the  third  child  in 
a  family  cjf  seven.  The  newl\-  wedded  pair  set- 
tled on  a  rented  farm,  ulicre  tlu'V  >truggle.l  along 
amid  many  dillieulties  and  drawbacks,  Mr.  .MeCabe 
farming  in  summer  and  teaching  school  in  winter 
until    the   spring    of    isso.       lie    tlien    resolved  to 
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change  his  occupation,  .inri  abandoninu'  tlie  fai-ni. 
secured  an  interest  in  a  (Icnu-  mill  ;U  I'";iiriii(iiiiit. 
He  willidrew  from  this  ciirhtcon  nnjiillis  biter,  ami 
turned  his  attention  to  tlie  nianiifMrluie  of  tilr. 
He  put  up  an  old-fashioned  Indiana  lilo  slicd  on  n 
small  scale,  using  one  kiln.  By  the  exercise  of 
great  industr\-  and  energj'  his  business  advanced 
slowly  but  surely,  and  in  time  he  was  obliged  to 
enlarge  his  facilities.  He  now  has  one  uf  llie  in(jst 
extensive  factories  of  the  kind  in  his  part  of  the 
State,  and  in  addition  to  the  first  pi'uducts.  has 
added  brickmaking  and  roofing-tile  of  a  new  de- 
sign known  as  '-Donaldson's  patenl."  which  is  by 
one-half  the  lightest  roofing-tiie  ever  manufac- 
tured in  any  country. 

Mr.  McCalie  has  now  the  only  manufactory,  ex- 
cepting a  flour  mill,  in  the  town,  and  the  people  of 
this  vicinity  are  justly  proud  of  this  enterijrise, 
which  gives  employment  to  a  number  of  men.  and 
enters  largely  into  the  success  and  reputation  of 
its  industrial  interests.  At  present  (.hine,  1880 ) 
the  works  demand  the  services  of  fifteen  men,  with 
a  prospect  in  the  near  future  of  the  number  being 
doubled.  The  buildings  and  equipments  are  fully 
in  keeping  with  the  demands  of  the  business,  which 
is  not  only  a  credit  to  the  town,  hut  to  its  instigator 
and  proi>rietor. 

In  politics  Mr.  McC'abe  alwa^'s  has  an  oi)inion 
and  is  never  afraid  to  express  it.  He  was  in  for- 
mer years  an  ardent  Republican,  but  of  late  has 
not  been  tied  to  anj'  party.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  National  Labor  Conference  at  Cincinnati.  Ohio, 
and  was  nominated  for  Representntive  in  this  dis- 
trict on  the  Union  Labor  ticket  in  1888.  He  has 
ofiiciated  as  Justice  of  the  I'e.aee,  Village  Trustee 
and  .School  Director,  and  has  been  for  years  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Labor.  IheCiood  Tem- 
[)Iars,  the  Grange,  and  the  Masonic  fraternity,  hohl- 
ing  in  e.ach  organization  important  onices.  He  and 
his  excellent  wife  are  members  of  the  Cuinlieilan<l 
Preshyterian  Church  at  Fairmount.  and  for  some 
time  ^Ir.  McC'abe  was  .Superintcntlent  of  the  .Sun- 
d.aj'-school. 

Only  two  of  the  four  children  born  to  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  are  living,  both  daugh- 
ters. The  eldest,  Effie,  was  married  in  March, 
1889,    to    Owen   ^McClenathan,  and    tlie^'   live  five 


miles  east  of  Fairmount.  Elsie,  a  bright  child  of 
nine  years,  is  pursuing  her  studies  in  the  village 
school,  and  is  a  line  amateur  musician,  playing  well 
on  both  organ  and  guitar. 

Among  other  valuable  features  of  this  volume, 
the  portraits  of  intluential  citizens  of  the  county 
hold  no  second  rank.  And  of  these  [jortraits  an 
important  place  belongs  to  Mr.  McC'abe,  the  friend 
of  the  lalioi'cr. 


|Tr^p:V.  MICHAEL  OAKWOOD.  The  strong 
m?'  points  in  the  character  of  this  most  eflicicnt 
^^  \vi  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
\^,  have  been  his  energetic  and  uniform  ad\o- 
caey  of  temperance,  and  his  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  the  Master,  as  exemplified  in  his  pulpit  work,  ex- 
tending over  a  period  of  thirty-five  years.  He  is 
possessed  in  a  marked  degree  of  the  gift  of  lan- 
guage, and  has  delivered  some  very  powerful  and 
stirring  sermons,  calculated  to  have  a  lasting  effect 
upon  his  hearers.  A  man's  habits  and  disposition 
arc  usually  indicated  by  his  home  surroundings,  and 
the  fact  that  we  find  Mr.  Oakwood  the  possessor  of 
a  fine  farm,  with  all  needful  appurtenances,  and 
surrounded  by  the  evidences  of  i-efincd  and  culti- 
vated tastes,  indicates  the  efliciency  with  which  he 
has  labored  and  the  solidity  of  his  general  character, 
by  which  he  has  attained  to  an  enviable  position 
socially  and  financially  among  his  fellow-citizens. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  I'.rown 
County,  Ohio,  Nov.  10,  l.S:?:?.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  A'irginia,  of  Oerman  ancesti'v,  and  reared 
in  Tennessee.  IJeing  an  onl}'  son.  the  name  was 
only  preserved  in  America  through  him.  AVlicn  a 
youth  of  nineteen  years  he  emigrated  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  afterward  married  Miss  ^Margaret  Remley, 
who  was  also  of  German  descent.  .She,  with  her 
parents,  had  emigrated  to  Kentucky  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, going  down  the  Ohio  Ri\  er  on  a  flatboat, 
when  the  Indians  were  numerous  along  its  shores. 
The  Remleys  were  a  thrifty  aiul  lona-li\ed  family, 
the  mother  of  our  suliject  living  to  nearly  the 
eighty-ninth  year  of  her  age. 

Henry  Oakwood  departed  this  life  at  the  a^e  uf 
sixty-five  years.     He  was  a  strong,  athletic  man,  of 
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very  i;cnial  tcni[)eiaiiieiit,  and  kept  himself  well 
|i()-teil  ujion  the  u'ener.-il  events  f)f  the  :VL;e  in  whivh 
lie  li\e(l,  es|ieciall3'  in  the  polities  itf  the  eoimtrv. 
He  was  a  warm  sii|)|)ortcr  of  tlie  WIulv  iiarty,  and 
iiild  sonic  ortheli)eal  ofhees.  aiiiony  them  justice  of 
the  peaee.  He  folleiwed  farming-  for  his  oeeiipation. 
and  reared  a  family  of  six  sons  and  tluec  daug'h- 
lers.  lie  served  in  the  War  of  isr2,  ami  partiei- 
pated  in  the  liattlcs  of  the  liiitish  and  Jndiansat 
the  fall  of  the  eelelirated  eliief.  Teeam>eli. 

The  father  of  our  snliject  was  a  resident  tif  ()iiii) 
f(_ir  a  nunihcr   of   years,  liut    in    l>i.i3   emigrated  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  this  eoniUy  wlien   !\lieliael  was  a 
lad  of  ten  years.     The  people  around  him  were  few 
and  far  lietween.  .and  located  mostly  ahing  the  hor-    , 
ders  of  the  limljcr  that   skirted    the   stri'ams.       The    [ 
l)road  [)rairies  wrre   occn|iied    liy    deer,  solves  and    ; 
otliei'  wild  animal-  in  almndance.      A  ^■illal;e  of  Iii- 
di.ans  was   located  al.iout  a  mile  from   the  '  )akwood 
residence,  which    was   freqiuaitly    visited    by   these 
native  .sons  and  daughters  of  America,  who  seemed 
to  enjoy   their    contact   with    civilization    although    | 
unwilling  to  give  up  their  own  rude  mannei-<if  life. 

On  account  of  the  limited    niinilier  of   white  neo-    ! 
pie  in  the  new  settlement,  the  early  education  of  our 
subject  waf  conducted  ;it    lioine.  there  being   Uf)  es-    I 
labli?lio<l   school    in    his   iown.'-lii|i    for   three  3'ears. 
This  want,  however,  was  [martially  <.-ompensateil  for 

by  the  father  lakina  the  placrof  instruc'tor  on  win-    ' 

i 
ter  evening.s,  when  the  children  winild  form  a  semi- 
circle around  the  huge  rire[ilaee.  and,  largely' l.iy  the 
light  of  the  burning  wciod.  would  iiursue  their 
evening  studies  with  their  b(joks  and  slates,  (ireater 
ambition  to  excel  is  seldom  witnessed  in  the  school-  ! 
room  than  existed  in  that  little  faniilv  eircle,  and 
Michael  was  greatly  encouraged  to  find  himself  a 
little  in  advance  of  some  of  his  older  brothers  in 
his  studies.  ' 

By  the  prosecution  of  his  home  studies,  with  the  | 
aid  of  the  later  meager  school  privileges  atforded,  ! 
our  subject,  with  four  of  his  brothers,  became  a  [ 
teacher,  and  still  further  an.vious  to  excel  in  learii- 
iiiU',  masleied  Some  of  the  higher  tuanclus  of  an  i 
Knglish  education,  and  es|)ccially  ilelighted  in 
wrc>l,ling  with  ditlicult  mathemalieal  problems  and  i 
iin-estigating  the  princii)les  of  nietaiihj'sical  science.  1 
llijlorv.  both   ancient  and    modern,  received  a  fair    : 


share  of  attention.     He  was  inueli  interested  in  the 

Iii>toiy  of  the  naticuis  of  the  earth,  as  made  m  his 
own  ilay  liy  their  struggles,  liolh  in  time  of  v.-ar  and 
in  peace,  the  gradual  advance  of  human  liberty,  and 
till'  inipi-.i\  ed  eouditi(jn  of  mankind,  politically  in- 
iclleclu.ally.  mor.all^-.  socially  and  religiously. 

In  i)olitics  Mr.  Oakwood  was  a  Republican  from 
the  foundation  of  the  party  thrcuigh  all  its  strug- 
gles and  took  an  active  part  in  iiromotiiig  its  suc- 
cess. During  the  Civil  War  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  address  large  gatherings  of  citizens, 
and  labored  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  keep  ali\-e  the 
enthusinsm  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  I'liion 
arms.  Although  nevrr  aspiring  to  iiolitical  honors, 
he  frequenllN'  held  the  local  ollices.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  supervisors  seven  years,  servetl 
one  term  a.-,  justice  of  the  [leaee  much  against  his 
inclinati<_)n.  and  frequently  di>chai-ged  the  duties  of 
the  other  local  oflice;.. 

^Ir.  Oakwood  very  early  in  life  was  made  the 
subject  of  deep  religious  impressions.  His  parents 
were  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  the  pioneer  ilays  before  the  country 
\vas  supplied  with  cluirch  buildings,  their  large  farm 
house  afforded  a  place  for  regular  nicetiiigs  for 
preaching  and  other  religious  services.  Being  lib- 
eral in  their  views,  there  were  welcomed  under  this 
hospitable  roof  Methodists.  Presbyterians,  and  vari- 
ous other  religious  ilenominations.  ivho  were  all 
permitted  to  seek  God  in  the  manner  best  suited  to 
their  sei)arate  views. 

IMichael  Oakwocid.  at  the  age  of  tweut3--eight 
years,  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
and  soon  afterward  was  licensed  to  preach,  but  de- 
clined entering  the  itinerant  field.  He  was  ambi- 
tious to  studj-  and  to  '•show  himself  a|iproved  unto 
God,  a  workman  that  need  not  be  .ashamed,  rightly- 
dividing  the  word  of  truth,"  as  Paul  advised  Tim- 
oth}-.  So  he  committed  himself  to  a  Biblical  and 
theological  course  of  stud\-. 

In  entering  upon  his  ministerial  career,  Jlr.  Oak- 
wood  rather  adopted  the  expository  and  didactic 
style,  and  his  gifts  as  a  puljiit  onUor  were  s|)eedily 
recognized  to  be  such  as  wxmld  command  the  re- 
spect and  attention  of  his  hearers.  On  the  2A  of 
Oct(jber.  18(')4.  he  was  ordained  draeoii  !)v  r.isii(i|i 
Iv   R.  Ames,  and    on  Sept.  ■2^<.  1S7;J.  was  onlained 
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elder  bj-  Pisliop  I.  AV.  Wiloj-.     During  liis  ininistrj' 

hv  Ims  rircivfil  inniiy  iiit^i  the  cliurcli,  united  many 
in  niMrrinm'.  [)rr;LL'lKMl  many  funeral  .^ei'inons.  and 
administered  upon  many  occasions  the  ordinances 
of  the  clinrch,  baptizing'  as  many  as  fifty  in  a  daj'. 
at  other  times  thirty,  twenty  and  in  lesser  numbers. 
Ho  held  the  oflice  of  recordinn;  steward  for  the  long 
period  of  thirty-one  years,  besides  many  other  oHi- 
cial  positions  in  his  church. 

Mr.  Oakwood  lias  been  twice  married.  In  184C 
he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Xancy.  daughter  <if  S:ininel 
Copeland  of  Blount  Township,  with  wlKini  he  lived 
happily  for  six  years,  and  at  her  death  was  leftwitii 
one  child — Samuel  II.  Their  first-born,  Eliz.ibeth, 
died  in  infancy.  In  185">  Mr.  Oakwood  was  again 
married  to  JMiss  Elizalietli,  daughter  of  Rev.  .lohn 
r.  jMills,  then  of  Ross  Touiiship.  .She  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  is  a  higidy-esteemed  Christian  lady,  well 
eduG.ited,  and  for  some  time  before  her  marriage 
was  engaged  as  a  teacher.  The  issue  of  this  union 
was  one  daughter  and  three  sons.  The  daughter, 
Piclle,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  she  was 
possessed  of  superior  intellectual  endowments  and  a 
fine  Christian  character,  which,  united  to  her  thor- 
ough education  and  usefulness  as  a  teacher,  con- 
spired to  draw  around  her  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends.  "Wilbur,  a  promising  bo}',  died  in  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  age;  Edwin,  a  deeply  [)ious  child, 
and  a  menilier  in  full  connection  with  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years. 

John  JNI.  Oakwood,  the  only  surviving  child  of 
our  subject,  is  now  (1889)  twenty-three  }'ears  of 
age.  He  was  married  in  1888  to  Miss  Etlie,  ilaugh- 
ter  of  Rev.  A.  G.  Cojjeland  of  Danville.  Me  has 
been  a  Christian  from  childhoud  and  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  well  edu- 
cated, a  great  lover  of  books,  and  has  been  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  Champaign  county  schools  for 
several  years,  being  at  present  principal  of  the  high 
school  at  .St.  Joseph.  Samuel  H..  the  son  of  the 
first  marriage,  has  likewise  been  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  JMetiiodist  Episcoi)al  Church  since  child- 
hood; he  is  now  forty  years  of  age.  He  acquired 
a  good  education  in  his  youth,  and  followed  the 
profession  of  a  teacher  several  years,  after  which  he 
emb.'u-ked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Newtown. 


lie  lived  there  a  few  years,  then  removed  his  liusi- 
n ess  to  Danville,  where  he  slill  resides.  In  1878 
he  wa>  united  in  m:u-riage  with  Miss  Laura  llennett. 
daughter  of  .luhii  lieituett  of  (Icorgetown.  Two 
sons  and  twa  daughters  were  born  of  this  union.  Iiut 
only  one  child  is  living,  IJelva.  a  |)romisiiig  little 
girl  of  four  years. 

The  Oakwood  homestead  is  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive and  beautiful  in  the  Lownshi[)  of  the  same 
name,  and  our  subject,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years, 
with  his  faithful  and  estimable  companion,  sur- 
rounded by  friends  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  happy 
home,  sees  much  that  is  desirable  in  life,  and  as  o|)- 
portunity  occurs  seeks  to  alle\'iato  the  afllietions  of 
those  less  fortunate. 

Rev.  John  P.  IMills,  the  father  of  .Mrs.  Oakwood. 
was  a  regularly  ordained  local  preacher  of  the 
IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  died  a1  his  home 
in  Fairraonnl  Aug.  20,  1882.  His  estimaMe  wife 
passed  away  some  years  before,  Nov.  1.').  1808. 
The  ftitherof  .Mr.  Oakwood  died  in  October.  ISi'iG, 
and  the  mother  March  8,  1878. 

\thv,HILIP    Y.    PETERSON    is    one    of    the 

I;  younger  citizens  of  Grant  Township,  living 

on    section    .').       He    was    born    in    Salem 

jl\  County.N.  J..  Nov.  11.  1,S47.  His  parents 
were  named  Samuel  anil  Jane  (I'adcn)  Peterson, 
both  of  whom  .'ue  now  living  in  Woodford  Count}-, 
this  State.  The  elder  Peterson  is  now  retired  from 
active  life,  being  oCventy-two  years  of  age,  and  his 
wife  sixty -seven.  Both  are  hearty  and  ruirged. 
They  are  natives  of  Salem  C<.)nnty,  N.  J.,  and  are 
descended  from  Swedish  ancestors  who  seltleil  in 
this  country  many  generations  ago.  The  elder 
Peterson  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  four 
3-ears,  and  his  mother  marrying  again,  he  w.-is 
brought  up  in  the  house  of  his  stepfather,  .and  is 
essentiall}'  a  selfmade  man.  who  has  made  his  own 
way  in  the  world,  and  now,  in  his  old  age  is  enjoy- 
ing an  ample  fortune,  the  result  of  years  of  indus- 
try and  g(jod  management.  He  was  marriecl  in  his 
nalise  State  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  but  some 
3'eai's  later  he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  iu  the 
great  West,  and    with   his  wife  and    family  moved 
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ti)  Jefferson  County,  Ind.,  but  ho  stayed  tlierc  only 
>i^  inoiitlis,  not  liking  the  country,  and  so,  takin<r 
hi-;  xvifi'.  six  chililren  and  housohohl  j;oods,  lie  came 
Id  I'eoria,  III.  This  was  in  the  fall  of  18;')0,  and 
to  support  his  family  that  winter  he  enjiawed  in 
hauling  coal,  his  wife  also  helping  to  support  the 
family  liy  her  labor.  Next  spring  he  rented  a  farm 
twenty  miles  west  of  Peoria  and  the  succeeding 
\  ear  bought  a  place  Iwenty-tive  miles  northeast  of 
that  city.  On  tin's  hitter  place  he  made  his  home 
lill  18<S,J,  when  he  relinquisiied  all  active  labor. 
\Vlieii  he  first  came  to  Illinois.  Mr.  Peterson  was 
jMior  in  this  world's  goods,  but  rich  in  pluck,  energy 
and  ambition.  He  now  owns  three  farms  in  Wood- 
ford County.  111.,  for  the  poorest  of  which  he  has 
i-efiiNod  ><'0  an  acre.  He  owns  400  acres  of  land 
altogether.  He  also  jiossesses  a  half  interest  in  the 
elevator  at  Benson,  a  handsome  residence  there, 
and  other  property,  also  a  farui  of  IGO  acres  in 
(irant  Township,  this  county,  besides  personal 
prtjpcrty.  Mr.  Peterson  has  all  of  his  lifetime 
lieen  very  industrious  and  has  taken  care  to  avoid 
publie  oilice,  attending  strictly  to  his  own  affairs. 
He  and  his  wife  joined  the  Baptist  Cluuch  the  year 
after  thoy  were  married,  and  for  many  years  he  has 
been  an  ofHcer  of  his  church  in  Benson.  He  was  also 
Trustee  of  his  township.  He  is  a  man  of  genial, 
ha|)py  temperament  and  kind  disposition,  upright 
aiifl  honoraljle  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men 
and  is  held  in  univeisal  esteem  for  his  correct  life 
and  conduct. 

Samuel  and  .lane  Peterson  are  the  paroits  of 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  li\-ing,  the  family 
cord  being  unbroken  by  death.  They  are  named 
respectively:  JNIary  P.  wife  of  .lames  I.  Jeter,  a 
farmer  in  Woodford  County;  Simeon  P.,  was  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Jane  Iluxtable  and  is  a  farmer,  tile 
ni.'uuifacturer  and  owner  of  three  threshing  ma- 
chines and  is  living  in  Benson,  111.;  Philip  Y.  was 
ne.xt  in  order,  then  David  C.,  who  married  Ellen 
Deal:  he  is  a  butcher  in  Rossville,  tlds  county. 
Lewis  S.  and  Sarah  Jane  are  twins;  the  former  is 
niariied  to  Emma  Pay,  living  in  lienson,  where 
Lewis  S.  is  running  an  elevator,  lumber  yard,  and 
iilso  oiierates  a  branch  luuik.  Sarah  Jane  is  the 
wife  (if  George  Tidlman,  a  dairyman  of  Crant 
To^v^l^llip,  this  county;  Annie  Margiuet  is  the  wife 


of  Cal.  Hoff.  a  f.armer  in  Woodford  County,  HI., 
and  Maria  Frances  is  married  to  .lames  Iluxtable, 
a  merchant  of  Benson.  111.  P.e.-ide  their  children 
i\Ir.  an<l  ;Mrs.  Peterson  have  twenty-four  grand- 
eliildren  living,  and  an  unusual  case,  is  th:il  they 
have  never  lost  a  child  by  death,  and  but  one 
grandchild. 

Philip  Y.  Peterson,  was  eight  yeais  of  age  when 
his  parents  cmigr.ated  to  Indiana.  He  well  remem- 
bers passing  through  Dannlle  on  their  way  to 
Peoria,  and  s.ays  then  it  was  Imt  a  collection  of 
small  houses,  princiiiidly  shanties  inhabited  liy  coal 
miners.  lie  si)ent  his  boyhood  on  the  home  f:u-m 
in  \\'oodford  County,  111,  receiving  such  education 
as  was  afforded  by  the  limited  facilities  of  the  time 
and  |jlace.  The  nearest  school  was  tluee  anil  a  half 
nnles  awa ,-  and  not  a  bridge  being  built  in  the  lo- 
cality, wlien  he  attended  school  he  h,ad  to  wade 
across  the  sloughs  the  best  w.aj'  he  could.  I'lider 
these  circumstances  he  got  what  little  schooling  be 
received.  He  stayed  on  the  home  farm  until  he 
was  twenty -one.  after  which  he  began  farming  on 
land  belonging  to  his  father,  who  furnished  each 
of  his  boys  with  a  team,  and  Imarded  them  the 
first  year  for  half  the  produce  of  their  farms.  He 
lived  on  Land  of  his  father's  for  five  j'ears  and  then 
bought  a  place  of  1'20  acres  in  Woodford  County, 
and  there  continued  to  live  until  in  i\Ia)-ch,  1882, 
he  sold  out  and  removed  to  this  county.  Land 
here  was  much  cheaper,  and  just  as  good  as  there, 
and  he  bought  120  acres  of  his  present  home,  sub- 
sequentl3'  adding  fort\-  more,  and  he  also  leases 
eighty  acres,  which  joins  his  land  on  the  south.  In 
188G  Sir.  Peterson  erected  the  fine  new  modern 
house  which  he  now  occupies  and  whii  h  makes  a 
comfortable  and  commodious  home  for  the  famil}' 

Februar3'  23,  1872,  Mr.  Peterson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Allie  Chancy,  who  was  left  an 
or[)han  at  an  early  age.  her  mother  d3'ing  when  she 
was  six  years  old,  and  her  father  two  years  later 
while  he  was  in  the  Union  army.  .She  was  adopted 
and  brought  up  tiy  a  <  German  couple,  named  Slioup. 
She  was  born  in  Huntington  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  10, 
1S.")4.  ]Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Peterson  are  the  parents  of 
four  children,  all  at  home:  Katie  I".,  l.illie  Dell, 
Bessie  Jane  and  Mvrtle  Ivlna.  .Air.  Petersun  has 
never  held  anv  ollicc  in  this  countv  other  than  that 
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of  Scliool  Dhcctov.  Ik'  uiid  his  wife  are  nionil)crs 
of  the  C'hiislinii  t'hiueh  in  ( i  rant  I'dun^hiii  niid  lio 
iscoiinocitil  with  its  S;iblialh-M-h(_">l.  llythis  iicigli- 
bors  wlio  kn<l^v  liiui  last.  ,Mr.  i'deison  is  higiily 
respected  us  an  hinicsl  stiaii^litforward  man  and  a 
srood  citizen. 


AXIKL  C'A:\irRF.I,L  stands  anion<;-  the 
lionc'^t,  manly,  indnslririus  laiuiers  and 
sti)cl<  raisers  of  I'ilol  I'ownshii)  whcp  liavo 
made  its  interests  tlieir  own.  and  while 
building  up  eunirortalile  homes  in  this  pleasant 
locality  ha\'e  materially  cLinlrilnileil  toils  advance- 
ment. His  fine  well-stiieked  farm  un  section  12 
compares  favorably  in  all  its  :ip[ioinlmciils  with 
the  best  in  the  vicinity,  and  is  suHicient  e\  idence 
tliat  111.'  lias  achieved  success  in  his  chnsen  calling, 
although  he  began  Hie  as  a  [)oor  man  and  has  had 
to  work  his  way  np  from  the  lowest  round  of  the 
ladder  leading  to  [irosperity. 

Our  sulijcct  is  a  native  of  New  York,  and  first 
Olicned  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  ^\'a^hington 
County  Aug.  20,  1828.  His  father.  Thomas  Camp- 
bell, was  born  in  Massachusetts,  came  to  this  coun- 
ty in  18G8.  following  his  son  Daniel  to  this  place. 
and  died  in  1879  at  a  ripe  old  age.  Tiie  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Naby  Swain,  whose  [larcnts  were  of 
Scottish  birth  and  ancestry,  and  they  came  to  this  i 
country  some  time  early  in  this  century  or  in  the 
latter  [lart,  of  the  last  one.  and  settled  in  Washing- 
ton County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born.  She  died 
in  1831,  while  yet  a  young  woman.  She  bore  to 
her  iiusband  five  children,  two  of  whom  are  living, 
Marvin  S.  and  our  subject.  Tlie  former,  who  mar- 
ried a  ^Mi.ss  Cole  of  New  York,  lives  in  Tro^-,  tliat 
State,  retired  from  active  business. 

Daniel  Campbell  passed  his  boyhood  and  the 
opening  ^ears  of  his  manhood  in  the  State  of  his 
nativity,  gleaning  sucli  education  as  was  afforded 
bj' the  schools  of  the  time.  In  IS.Jt;,  being  tlien 
twent^'-eight  years  of  age,  and  in  the  [xjssession  of 
a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body,  he  determined  to 
try  life  on  the  rii'li,  virgin  plains  of  the  great  AVest, 
and  selecting  tliis  part  of  Illinois  as  having  in  all 
respects  the  characteristics  of  soil,  climate,  etc.,  most 


desirable  In  the  eyes  of  a  young  farmer  and  neces- 
sai'y  to  the  sn(■(_•(■s^fnl  prosecution  of  his  railing,  he 
canic  to  \'erinilion  County  and  bought  240  acres 
of  improved  land  in  Pilot  Township.  He  imme- 
diately entered  upon  his  ta^k  ol'  brinL:inL:  it  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  erertiu'^  suitalile  build- 
ings as  his  means  alloweil.  making  the  place  in  every 
way  one  of  the  most  desirabk'  faiiiis  in  this  ])art  of 
Vermilion  County.  liy  well-directed  toil,  close 
economy  and  sagacious  managi'menl  he  has  lieeome 
\Ln-y  prosperous,  and  now  owns  ."lOO  acri'S  of  as 
well  tilled  and  pi-oduetive  soil  iis  is  to  lie  fonnd  in 
this  fine  ai;i-icull  uial  region,  and  he  has  erected  a 
comfortable,  roomy  set  of  buildings  fin- all  needful 
pur|)oses.  lie  is  engaged  extensixely  in  mixed 
husbandry,  raising  grain,  .'ind  (jtliei'  farm  pi-oducts 
conunon  to  the  soil,  and  he  has  his  faian  well  sup- 
plied with  slock  of  g(Kj<l  grades,  comprising  sixty 
head  of  cattle,  thirty  horses.  KJO  slleep  and  forty- 
live  liogs. 

Mr.  Cam[)bcll  has  had  the  effective  aid  of  one  of 
the  most  helpful  of  wi\-C'~  in  his  work,  llieir  mai'- 
I'iagc  o(;curriiig  in  l.s.il.  M  rs.  {'amp''eirs  maiden 
name  was  M.'iggie  Campiiell,  and  she  was  of  li'ish 
Ijirtli  and  i)arentage.  her  [larents  being  .lames  and 
Nancy  (Pinkertoni  Campbell.  She  came  to  this 
country  with  tw(_)  of  lier  brotheis.  Seven  t-hildren 
have  come  to  our  subject  and  his  amiable  wife  in 
their  pleasant  wedded  life,  of  whom  the  folluwiny- 
arc  married  and  settled  in  life:  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife 
of  JIarion  Kirkpatrick.  a  tile  maker,  of  Indiana, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Pearl;  Thomas,  an  agri- 
cultural implement  dealer  and  Ljrain  buyei-  of  Peii- 
lield.  111.,  married  Dora  Kirkpatrick  of  Indiana, 
and  they  have  tv/o  children,  Samuel  and  May:  .Marv 
F.  is  the  wife  of  Fied  Thomas,  a  farmer  of  Wis- 
consin, and  they  have  two  ciiildren,  Otis  and  IJeeil; 
Ivosetta  is  the  wife  of  Henry  llibbler,  a  farmer  of 
this  countj-,  and  they  have  live  children — Loiran. 
Karl,  Lola,  Amy,  Krnest. 

Mr.  Cam[)l)ell  is  gifted  with  keenness  and  tenacitv 
of  puri)0se,  and  a  well-balanced  mind,  .and  these 
attriljutes  liave  not  only  placid  him  with  the  solid, 
representative  men  of  the  townshii).  but  llic\-  have 
rendered  his  services  as  a  civic  olticial  in v.du.ablc 
during  his  incumbency  of  tin-  v.aiious  local  oilii.-cs 
that  have  been   entrusted    to  him    bv  tin;  votes  of 
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his  fellow  townsmen,  rind  as  a  jnryni;iu.  In  politics 
lio  i8  a  firm  believer  in  the  Uepublicau  [larty.  and 
lidvoeales  its  policj'  on  all  proper  times  and  oeea- 
^ions.  lioth  he  and  iiis  wife  ace  dev(,)led  nieniljers 
of  the  Christian  Church,  and  their  eiiildreii  also 
helon-. 

J]  ACOIj  DAZi:V.  Tlie  present  eniniiieivial 
I  importance  and  iirosperily  of  lloopcston  is 
I  nnipiestionably  traceable  to  the  wisdimi  of 
her  nierclianls,  and  it  is  a  fitting  tribute  to 
those  who  have  honorably  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  commercial  arena  that  their  names  should  be 
eoinniemorated  in  history.  It  is  a  fact  worthy'  of 
consideration  that  nearly  all  of  our  prominent  busi- 
ness men  have  struggled  up  frcmi  obscurity  to  tlie 
foremost  places  in  every  branch  of  trade.  As  a 
representative  of  this  class,  the  following  is  a  brief 
outline  of  one  who  has  attained  the  leading  position 
he  holds  to-day  among  the  merchants  of  Vermilion 
Ct)unty. 

Mr.  Dazcy  is  a  [ironiinent  merchant  of  lloopeston. 
where  he  carries  on  an  extensive  business  in  heavy 
and  shelf  hardware,  agricultural  imi)lenients  and 
lumber.  In  1855  he  came  from  Indiana,  his  native 
.'^tate,  having  been  born  there  on  the  25th  of  March. 
1831,  near  Attica.  He  remained  with  his  father  on 
the  old  homestead  until  »iie  was  married,  which 
event  occurred  on  Aug.  18,  1853.  Ilis  wife.  Miss 
.•^arah  Whillatcli,  died  about  one  year  after  her 
marriage.  'Whea  Mr.  Dazey  came  to  Illinois,  he 
IMirchased  a  farm  of  160  acres  which  he  increased 
later  on  to  G4(».  Upon  this  tract  of  land  he  erected 
the  very  best  of  buildings  and  the  iinpro\'ements 
are  of  tlio  very  highest  order.  He  continued  the 
business  of  farming  until  Dec.  15,  1881  when  he 
removed  to  Iloi)peston  and  engaged  in  his  present 
business. 

On  April  27.  1855,  Mr.  Uazey  married  the  second 
time,  taking  for  his  wife,  -Miss  Lorinda  Wilkinson, 
who  was  born  in  Mtintgoniery  County.  Ind..  May 
■1,  1838,  where  she  resided  until  coming  to  Illinois 
in  1851.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Abiani  Wilkinson, 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  A'ermilion  County,  who 
married  Jlrs.  Harriet  Hawkins.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  sous  and  two  daughters.     ^Ir.  Haw- 


kins  came  from  Indiana  to  this  county  and  entered 
land  upon  which  he  resided  until  about  lS77,when 
111'  removed  to  Benton  County.  Ind..  remaining 
there  until  1881,  when  he  finally  came  to  lloopeston, 
where  he  has  lived  with  his  wife  a  retired  life. 
yir.  and  Jlrs.  Daze^-  are  the  jjarents  of  six  sons 
and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  are  still  living: — 
Charles  ^I.,. lames  H.,  .lohn. William.  Frank,  George, 
and  IClizabeth.  Tlie  youngest  s(jn  and  daughter 
are  at  home.  .Tames  H.  is  married  and  has  three 
rhihlren;  Charles  ^I.  nnirried  Miss  M.-iry  Fitzgib- 
bons;  they  are  living  on  a  farm  near  ililford, 
111.,  and  have  one  ciiild.  John  married  Maggie 
'WiHiamsou  and  is  residing  on  the  old  homestead; 
they  have  one  child.  'William  married  !Miss  Smith; 
Ilie3'  are  living  on  a  farm  and  have  two  children. 
Frank  married  Miss  Eva  Dobe;  he  is  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  lloopeston. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dazey  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  in  which  the}'  take  great 
interest.  He  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  that  organi- 
zation and  politically  he  is  identilied  witli  the  Ke- 
[lublican  party. 

.lames  Dazey,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Cjhio,  where  ho  married  ISIiss  Jlary 
Gobel  and  came  from  .Alontgomery  County,  Ind., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  In  his  early 
days  he  was  a  shoemaker,  a  business  he  carried  on 
with  success,  but  latterl}'  he  vvas  a  farmer.  He  died 
at  Tolona,  111.,  his  wife  passing  away  at  the  same 
place  in  1883. 


'IxEDERlC  -TONE.S   is   intimately  connected 
\  with     the    material     pros]ierity    of    Catlin 
,  Township  as  one   of    its   enteri)rising,  pro- 

gressive, business-like  farmers  and  stock-raisers, 
and  the  farm  that  he  possesses  here,  finely  located 
on  section  35,  is  in  all  respects  a  well-appointed, 
well-managed  estate,  com[)aring  favorably  with  the 
liest  in  this  region  of  fine  farms. 

Our  subject  is  of  Engli>h  ancestry  ami  birth,  ,'is 
were  also  his  parents.  Henry  and  .Sarah  (Hough) 
-Tones.  lie  was  their  sixth  child  and  was  born  in 
the  city  of  London.  England,  !May  2s.  is]}.  In 
1819  his  parents  brought  liirn  to  America,  and    he 
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was  reared  to  manliouil  in  Cntlin  Tii\vn-lii|).  and 
cnn  scnrcoly  remember  an}'  dtluT  Immiio.  He  was  a 
quick  schc)lai'  ami  gleaned  a  very  irood  ediieaticin 
in  tlie  common  seliools.  When  alioiU  fourteen 
_vears  old  lie  entered  upcm  a  mei'i-antile  caveei'.  ijfoinLr 
into  Ills  father's  cm|>loy  at  that  age  as  a  elerk.  lie 
was  in  the  store  alioiit  a  ^ear  and  a  lialf  when  he 
went  to  Lafayette.  Ind..  to  learn  th,'  trade. .fa  blaek- 
smith  in  the  Lafayette  and  Indianajiiilis  Unilway 
shops.  lie  served  an  apprenticeship  of  two  years 
and  two  months,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
returned  to  Catlin  and  building  a  blacksmith  shop, 
formed  a  partnership  with  S.  A.  Mcdrcgor,  .Sr., 
and  carried  on  his  trade,  of  which  he  had  gained 
a  thorough  mastery,  the  ensuing  two  \ears.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  dissolved  his  |>artnerslii[) 
with  ]\Ir.  McGregor  and  again  became  a  elerk  in 
his  brother  Richard's  store,  lie  remaineil  with 
him  sixteen  years,  and  when  his  brother  died  he 
entered  into  i)artnershii)  with  his  brother  Arthur. 
and  they  conducted  the  business  together  about  two 
years.  Our  subject  then  sold  out  liis  interest,  having 
decided  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  more  conge- 
nial calling  of  a  farmer,  and  at  that  time  invested  a 
part  of  liis  capital  in  his  present  farm,  which  he 
has  owned  since  1880.  It  comprises  171  acres,  all 
under  good  cultiv.atioii  and  finely  improved,  having 
an  excellent  set  of  farm  buildings  and  modern  ma- 
chinery for  conducting  agriculture  after  the  most 
approved  methods. 

The  successful  career  of  our  subject  is  pai-llv 
attributable  to  the  fact  that  he  is  blessed  with  a 
wife  who  is  in  every  sense  a  helpmate.  Their  mar- 
riage was  solemnized  Dec.  5.  18G6.  and  to  them 
have  come  ten  children — James,  Emma.  Richard, 
Harriet  A.,  Elizalieth,  Sarah,  Frederic,  Arthur. 
Henr}-,  Edward.  ^Irs.  Jones'  maiden  name  was 
Harriet  Ann  Dickinson,  and  she  is  like  her  luisl)a]ul 
a  native  of  England,  born  in  Boston,  Lincolnshire. 
Dec.  28,  1817,  to  William  and  Knima  (Barker) 
Dickinson.  (For  parental  history  see  the  sketch  of 
William  Dickinson  that  apjiears  on  another  page  of 
this  work). 

]\Ir.  Jones  is  in  all  respects  a  manly,  upright 
man.  is  well  and  favorably  known  here,  and  his  in- 
fluence in  the  community  is  felt  in  everything  that 
tends  to  promote  its  welfare.     lie  takes  an   active 


part  in  pdlilical  malteis,  ;inil  in  him  the  Rc|iublicaM 
paity  finds  (me  of  its  Iruest  and  staunclu'st  advo- 
cates. Religiously  bulh  he  and  hi-,  aniialile  wife 
syinpathi/.e  with  the  teachings  i->f  the  ."\Ieth(Mlisl 
I'^pisedjial  Church,  and  carry  its  Cliiistian  spiiit 
into  their  everyda}-  lives.  They  are  genial,  euuit- 
eous  people,  and  their  attractive  home  is  the  center 
of  perfect  hospitality. 


//' 


i:i-:OR(;K  :\I.  K\'AXS.  The  Keystone  State 
I  (— ,  has  contributed  largely  nf  her  best  elements 
^feil  bj  the  developnient  of  the  Great  West, 
numbers  of  men  coming  thither  at  all  ages  and  un- 
der all  conditions,  the  greater  majority,  perhaps, 
those  who  were  dependent  upon  their  own  resources 
and  just  starting  out  in  life  to  carve  their  fortunes 
by  the  labor  C)f  their  hands.  The  hoines  of  these 
men  are  among  the  finest  in  Central  Illinois.  The 
farm  of  Mr.  Evans,  (inch'  situated  on  the  northern 
line  of  this  county-,  invariably  attracts  the  attention 
of  the  i)assing  traveler,  and  gives  am[>le  evidence 
of  lieing  under  the  control  of  a  man  of  more  th.an 
ordinaiT  abilil3-.  It  will  be  acknowledged  that  he 
has  the  true  conccjitioii  of  the  maiinei-  in  whii-li  to 
conduct  .agriculture,  and  he  possesses  the  (•ulti\-ated 
tastes  which  have  enabled  him  to  construct  a  home 
second  to  none  in  this  region. 

The  property  of  5Ir.  Evans  embraces  328  acres 
of  land,  lying  on  section  26,  township  23,  range 
12,  where  he  settled  seven  \-ears  ago,  although  he 
purchased  it  in  1870.  He  has  eifected  a  radical 
change  in  its  condition,  and  purposes  to  still  fur- 
ther augment  its  beauty  and  value.  lie  came  to 
Illinois  when  a  young  man,  twenty-four  vears  old, 
from  Berks  Count}-,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  in  18.'-2. 
He  made  his  first  trip  West  in  1870.  and  after  so- 
journing in  Grant  Township  one  3-ear  he  returned 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  the  winter  follow- 
ing and  came  back  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of 
ls;77,  ami  two  years  later  purchased  his  present 
homestead. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  uas  man  led  in  (want 
Township,  to  Miss  Tillie  Groom,  the  wedding  tak- 
ing place  at  the  bride's  home.  .'^ept.  22.  1885.  This 
lady  is  a  native  of  this  county.     Her  father,  Fred- 
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crick  Groom,  came  to  Illinois  from  Eiiirlaiid,  car- 
ried on  farming  a  luimher  of  years,  and  then  retir- 
ing from  active  labor  took  up  lii.s  al)i)de  in  liossvillc, 
where  he  now  lives.  .Tolm  I^vans.  tlie  falhrr  of 
onr  subject,  was  a  native  of  I'cniisvlvani.i.  uiii'ic, 
upon  reaching  manhood,  he  nuiiried  Miss  Anna 
Miller.  He  settled  on  a  farm  in  licrks  County, 
and  died  when  his  son  George  M.  was  a  lad  of  ten 
or  twelve  years.  His  wido^v  survi\id  liiiu  iiii'.i! 
about  four  years  since,  jjer  tlcath  taking  [ilncc  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Evans  upon  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen 
allied  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  and  still 
gives  to  it  his  unqualified  sui)port.  Aside  from 
serving  ns  School  Director  in  his  district  he  has  had 
ver^'  little  to  do  with  public  alfairs. 


-^ 


-^i- 


IIILLIP  t'ADLi;.  an  extensive  and  well- 
]]j  known  farmer  of  ^'ermilion  Count}'  and 
^'  one  whose  career  has  been  marked  by  suc- 
cess, was  Ijorn  iu  England  on  the  22d  of 
February-,  18t'.).  When  four  years  of  age  he  can)e 
to  America  with  his  parents  and  is  practically  an 
American  bred  man.  His  education  was  acquired 
in  the  common  schools,  and  until  he  became  of 
age,  he  worked  for  his  father  faithfully  on  the  old 
homestead. 

Phillii)  Cadle  is  the  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth 
(Saunders)  Cadle,  who  were  natives  of  England 
and  were  living  in  Bradfordshire  at  the  time  they 
concluded  to  better  themselves  bj'  emigrating  to 
America.  The}'  sailed  from  the  old  country  in 
1853  and  after  landing  upon  American  soil,  tluy 
immediately  proceeded  to  Attica,  Ind..  where  for 
four  years  they  were  engaged  in  farming,  at  the 
expiration  of  «  liich  period  they  removed  to  Iro- 
quois County,  III.,  four  miles  north  of  Iloopeston. 
Here  they  remained  for  two  years  more,  when  they 
again  removed  to  a  farm  situated  one  and  a  half 
miles  southwest  of  Rossville.  111.,  remaining  there 
for  three  ^ears.  Their  next  removal  was  to  Salt 
Fork,  west  of  iJanville.  where  they  li\  ed  for  thir- 
teen years,  removing  from  that  place  to  Homer. 
111.,  where  the  elder  Cadle  is  living  in  retirement, 
with  his  wife,  enjo3'ing  a  well   earned  rest.     They    i 


are  the  parents  of  eight  children:  Emma  was  mar- 
ried in  iMigland  lo  Thomas  Ivlwards  and  Ihey  are 
now  li\  iiii;  near  Aiiiistrong.  III.;  .Vnn  is  the  wife  of 
I).  Young  and  they  aie  residing  in  Idaho;  .lane 
nianiod  .lames  Tolliver,  both  of  \vhoii\  are  deceased; 
R.iehael  is  the  wife  of  C.  llajcs.  She  died  some 
years  ago;  Sidne\  (i.  is  dead;  JMarlha  married 
.lohu  ^lan.n;  Phillip  is  tln'  subject  of  this  article, 
while  \inVA  is  at  lionie  wilh  her  father  and  mother 
at  Ilomor.  III.  .Mr.  Cadle's  liist  marriage  occurred 
in  \'ermili')U  County.  III..  May  .iO,  1871.  his  wife 
being  .Mis-;  Emni.a  ^\'eaden.  a  native  of  N'irginia. 
Of  this  union  one  child  was  born,  Marv  Anna,  who 
died  when  four  mcjntli.-  of  age.  The  wife  died 
Oct.  23.  1«72. 

In  187.';  Phillip  Cadle  manied  Miss  America 
Seymour.  She  is  a  native  of  N'irginia  but  came 
here  when  a  very  small  child  with  her  parents,  who 
are  living  at  Oakwood,  this  county.  She  was  the 
sixth  child  of  a  family  of  nine  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cadle  are  the  parents  of  four  bright  children: 
Lilian.  ^Maud.  (ioorge  -md  Dode.  all  of  whcjm  are 
living  at  home  ami  going  t<i  school.  In  addition 
to  his  general  farming  Mr.  Cadle  is  engaged  very 
extensively  in  the  stock  business,  a  combination 
which  has  been  a  success  from  a  |)ecuniary  |)oint 
(if  view. 

In  187(j  he  purchased  381  acres  where  he  now 
lives,  and  at  this  time,  really  commenced  his  active 
career  as  a  large  dealer  in  hogs  and  cattle.  In  the 
aggregate  he  owns  915  acres  of  the  verj'  choicest 
land  that  lies  in  Vermilion  Count}',  and  the  build- 
ings that  he  has  erected  are  ncaily  equal  to  that  of 
a  small  village,  consisting  of  barns,  stables,  gran- 
eries.  an  elevator,  and  in  fact  everything  that  goes 
to  make  up  a  well  appointed  farm.  He  has  also  a 
fine  system  of  water-works  that  sup]ilies  his  house, 
pastures  and  different  barns  with  fresh,  iniro  water. 
Mr.  Cadle  deals  in  grains  of  all  kinds,  but  more 
esi)ecially  in  wheat. 

Mr.  Cadle  is  a  consistent  Republican  .and  while 
he  has  never  aspired  to  ollice,  ]ia>  held  local  posi- 
tions, filling  them  with  the  same  fidelity  which  he 
has  shown  in  his  pi'ivatc  affaiis.  .Mr.  Caclle's  suc- 
cess in  life  can  be  directly  Iraeed  to  his  prompt; 
business  habits,  his  integiity  and  his  capacity  for 
judging   human   nature,      lie   is  truly  a  self-made 


27G 


PORTIiAlT  AMI   lilOCKArillCAI,  ALBUM. 


mail  and  tlic  fortune  he  now  owns  has  been  aceu- 
uiuImUmI  within  the  hist  einhtuen  \oais. 

A  view  of  the   farm    resilience   of    Mr.  Cadlr  is 
sliown  el.-ewliere  in  lliis  vohune. 


/p^EOUCK' ALLKN  is  the  proprietor  of  Shrop- 
;|[  (— -,  shire  I'urk.      His   fnUier,  lietjrge  Allen,  was 

'■^^  Iviiown  lo  I'.urope  arid  America  as  the  lead- 
ing breeder  nf  Hate  Short-horn  ealtle  and  Shrop- 
hire  sheep.  The  history  of  this  extensive  enter- 
prise of  breeding;,  ihiles  Ijack  to  tiie  early  life  of 
the  fatiier.  W'liile  yet  a  young-  man  lie  showed  a 
desire  anil  lil^injj;  for  the  better  grades  of  cattle  and 
sheep  and  his  son  has  iidierited  tliis  dispojition  to 
an  eminent  degree. 

George  Allen,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Derbyshire,  I>ng- 
land.  while  the  grandfather  was  a  tenant  farmer 
of  the  same  jilace  and  was  Imi-n  there  also.  This 
family  were  all  remarkable  for  their  great  stature, 
the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  tins  sketch 
being  a  man  of  six  feel  fi\ c  indies  in  height,  and 
mtasnred  one  yard  from  one  shoulder  point  to  an- 
nother.  George  Allen.  Sr.,  ^\  as  a  remarkably 
large  and  well-proportioned  man  and  possessed 
great  vigor  and  unusual  activity.  lie  served  in 
the  iMiglisli  cavalry  for  several  years,  and  was  dis- 
tinguisluHl  as  one  of  the  finest  appearing  soldiers 
in  the  llritish  army,  lie  married  Elizabeth  Tur- 
ner, who  was  a  native  of  England  and  the  daugh- 
ter c)f  William  and  Sarah  Turner,  farmers.  After 
their  marriage,  they  settled  at  Knightly,  lOngland, 
and  there  began  the  breetling  of  Short-iiorn  cattle, 
and  for  the  long  period  of  thirty-five  years,  Mr. 
Allen  continued  in  this  business  on  the  same  farm, 
gaining  a  wide-spread  reputation  as  a  most  success- 
ful breeder  of  the  best  strains  of  cattle  and  sheep 
in  England,  lie  operated  an  extensive  farm  of 
400  acres  and  here  he  reared  a  fanuly  of  four  chil- 
dren— George,  Robert  II..  Mary  Ann  and  Harry. 
Robert  II.,  is  residing  at  Darlington,  Ind.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Mary 
Ann  is  residing  at  Stafford,  England,  where  she 
married  William  I^lihern.  who  is  an  extensive  man- 
ufacturer of  ladies'  tine  shoes  and  operates  a  vcvy 
large  business.     They  have  four  children,     Harry, 


is  the  executor  of  the  Allen  estate  and  the  linn  ac- 
cording to  the  father's  will  is  to  continue  under 
the  same  management  .and  retain  the  firm  name  of 
George  Allen  i-  Son. 

The  subject  of  this  .sketch  and  his  father  .saw 
greater  fields  for  operations  in  America  than  in 
England.  They  shipped  several  cargoes  of  sheep 
here.  cxhil)iling  lliem  for  the  first  time  at  St. 
Louis  in  1.^71.  Tliia  sliipment  pros  ed  |irolitalile 
and  fully  exceeded  tlieir  expectations.  The  entire 
m.an.'igenient  of  this  enterprise  was  under  George, 
Jr.  lie  e\-liil)itcd  his  stock  at  Daj'ton,  Ohio.  also, 
in  1^72.  on  the  oec.nsion  of  Goldsmith  Maid's  mak- 
ing her  great  record.  The  same  year  he  also 
showed  his  stock  at  Indianapolis  and  St.  Louis. 
This  plan  of  business  was  followed  for  several 
years  and  so  successfully  that  in  1S7!>,  (ieorge  and 
his  father — including  the  entire  family — came  to 
America,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  cattle  and 
sheep  raising,  bringing  100  head  of  Shropshire 
sheep  and  Iwenty-two  head  of  the  Bate  Short-horn 
cattle.  After  casting  aljout  for  a  suitable  location 
they  finally  concluded  that  Vermilion  County,  met 
all  the  requirements  they  were  .^'cking.  Here  thev 
purchased  000  acres  of  land,  and  at  once  entered 
u]Kin  a  career  as  breeders  of  cattle  and  sheep,  which 
in  many  ways  cannot  be  duplicati'd  iiiAmerica. 
The  mother  died  Maivh  0.  ISSl.  at  the  .age  of 
fil'ty-six  years,  while  the  father  met  his  death, 
March  16,  188'J,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  And  so 
passed  away  a  couple  whose  reputation  was  of  the 
very  best  and  who  made  tins  world  the  Ijctter  for 
their  living  in  it. 

George  Alien,  of  whom  this  is  written,  was  born 
April  15.  1»48  at  Teaii,  Staffordshire,  England. 
He  was  reared  as  a  stock-raiser  and  farmer,  an  oc 
cup.ation  which  he  has  followed  since  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age.  He  received  a  common  school 
education,  which  has  been  added  to  since  lj\- 
intelligent  and  careful  reading.  At  the  auv  of 
twenty-seven  years  he  was  married  to  .Miss  Ann 
Elizabeth  Ellsinore,  who  is  ;i  d.aughter  of  .lolin  and 
Lucy  Ellsmore.  They  were  farmers  in  iMighmd 
and  had  two  c'luklren  that  grew  to  maturity:  Ann 
E..  and  William  T.  The  latter  is  lesiding  at  Staf- 
ford.  England,  and  is  a  shoe  manufacturer.  :Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Allen  had  t«o  children  born  in  England; 
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Oeorge  niul  Florence,  who  nre  now  nt  lioiiie  ;uu1 
nlteiiding  >elio<il.  Since  coiiiiiii?  to  America  the 
lc>lh)wiiig  cliihhcn  have  l)ccn  l)iiiii  —  Fre<h'rick  C, 
A\'iHi:uii,  Klizalielh  and  llarr}'. 

It  is  ininecessary  to  state  that  )ierlia|is  lliere  is 
no  man  in  this  country  who  has  a  l>ettei'  reinitali<Mi 
as  a  breeder  of  Short-liorn  caitUi  and  Shroiishire 
siii'e|i,  llian  Mv.  Allen,  who  has  taken  mure  prizes 
for  the  excellent  qualities  of  shce|)  than  any  otlier 
man  in  the  wmld,  a  record  uf  uhich  he  feels,  nat- 
nrally.  very  jirnud.  From  a  linancial  .standpoint, 
he  has  been  most  emiuenliy  sncccssfnl.  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  earnings  of  his  great  stock  farm  is  in- 
vested in  more  lands  and  stock.  lie  lias  become  a 
naturalized  citizen  and  is  a  Republican  in  pdlitics. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  worshi|i  at  the  Presliytcrian 
Church. 

Of  the  celebrated  F,ate  .Short-horn  cattle,  the  Al- 
iens liave  cm  hand  about  l.')0  of  the  following  fam- 
ilies: .Virdiie  Duchess.  Grand  Duchess,  Oxfords, 
Harringtons,  AVild  Eyes,  Watcrloos,"  Kirk  Leving- 
tons.  Fletchers,  Fennel  Duchcss.  Acombs,  I'iaces, 
Darlingtons,  (u'orgiannas,  Fden  Kose,  liose  of 
Sharon  and  Surmises.  The  Duke  of  Vermilion  No. 
»04i:3,  stands  at  the  head  of  the  herd.  The  Grand 
Duke  of  Oxford  holds  the  second  place,  and  is  the 
S(_)n  of  the  Duke  of  \'ermilion.  He  will  some  da_\- 
take  his  place  at  the  head  of  the  herd.  The 
most  valuable  animals  on  the  farm  are  the 
Duchess  of  ^'ermilio^,  Grand  Duchess  No.  2t!  and 
the  Duke  of  \'erniilion.  which  in  p(.)int  of  excel- 
lence have  never  been  surpassed  inthe  State  of  Illi- 
nois or  pcrliai)S  in  America.  They  have  a  flock  of 
500  sheep  with  thiee  celebrated  imported  rams  at 
the  head.  Goodsort  No.  O90t.  won  second  prize 
at  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society-  in  F^ngland  in 
188S,  and  cost  ^300  dclivei'cd  at  Boston.  True- 
type,  N<j.  5003,  A.  S.  1?.  A.,  won  lirst  prize  as  a 
lamb  at  the  Shropshire  Agricidtural  Show,  at 
Shrewsbury,  England,  in  18«7.  This  animal  was 
imi)orted  the  same  year.  T.  it  W.  S.  No.  I.'5f:i8, 
A.  S.  K.  A.  was  the  first  prize  winnini,'-  l.-imb  in 
ICnglaud  ill  isss.  Among  the  mijst  valuable  ewes 
on  this  farm  may  bo  mentioned  Lady  I'.radburn 
second,  and  Jane  L.,  who  are  great  prizi'  winners. 
The  horse  breeding  department  of  this  farm  has 
been  added  latch'.       The  celebrated   EnelLsh  Shire 
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horse  Wymondhnm  2!IG0  E.  C.  II.  .S.  ]',.  is  considered 
to  be  as  well  bred  a  shire  horse  as  can  be  found  in 
.America.  There  are  also  six  registered  Shire 
marcs  on  this  farm. 

Shropshire  Park  is  a  most  lifting  name  for  this 
extensive  farm,  which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
in  the  Slate  of  Illinois  It  has  more  the  appear- 
ance of  a  fair  ground  than  a  farm.  It  is  well  pro- 
vided with  a  multitude  of  houses,  sheds,  coiai  criljs 
and  inn-lemeiit  houses.  There  are  live  windmills 
on  the  farm  which  furnish  water  and  grinding 
power.  In  concluding  this  sketch  it  would  be 
proper  to  state  that  tlier(>  are  probably  no  more 
inlelligent  stock  breeders  than  the  gentlemen  wdio 
compose  the  firm  of  George  Allen  &  Son,  of  AUer- 
ton.  111. 

-mm- — - 

Y  ESSE  DAVIS.  Although  not  a  native  of 
j  1  \'erinilion  County,  this  gentleman,  the  son 
j  of  pioneer  [jarents.  was  reared  within  its 
limit-,  aiul  has  for  man_v  years  occupied  an 
important  place  among  its  enterprising,  far-seein;,', 
thrifty,  well-t(.i-do  farmers  and  stock-raisers.  On 
section  30.  Catlin  Township,  he  owns  a  lar<;e  and 
valualile  farm,  cultivated  by  the  best  methods,  so 
that  it  yields  an  extensive  yearly  inc<5uie.  lie  has 
erected  a  tine  residence  and  other  substantial,  well 
arr.anged  buildings,  while  everything  abi>ut  the 
jjlace  shows  every  evi<lenee  of  a  master  mind  ami 
skillful   hand  controlling  affairs. 

Our  subject  is  of  Southern  antecedents.  altlioui;h 
a  native  of  Ohio.  His  [larents.  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth (George)  Davis,  are  sujiiiosed  to  have  been 
natives  of  Virginia,  but  after  their  maniaLre  they 
settled  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  amon^  its  e.arh- 
settlers.  Thej-  remained  there  until  1.S33,  when, 
hoi)ing  to  better  their  |)ecuniary  condition  byfoin"- 
to  a  still  newer  country,  they  came  with  their 
family  to  A'ermilion  County  to  try  farmin;,'  on  its 
virgin  soil.  They  selected  Catlin  Township  .as  a 
desirable  location,  and  thus  became  pioneers  of  the 
township.  The  father's  useful  career  was  (Mit  short 
howe\er,  in  a  few  years,  and  while  vet  in  life's 
prime  it  was  closed  in  death  Auuu.--t.  183!).  He 
was  a  man  of  sound  sense,  a  good  farmer.  .-iihI  one 
whom   all    re>iiected    for    hi>  unswerving    integrity 
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and  kind  lioart.  His  widow  suivivcd  iiini  innny 
j'eurs,  dying  in  tliis  town,-lii|i  Di'C.  oH,  ISO!).  Slu^ 
was  a  woni:in  dI'  true  Cljristi;ui  |iii'ty  and  n  I'aillit'ul 
meinlici- 1)1'  t.lir  I'rcsliytcrian  Chnrrli.  To  iicr  iiiid 
Irt  luisliand  were  luini  t'nur  M;l^^  and  four  ilaui,di- 
ters,  our  suliject  bcinij'  tlie  youn^^est  son  and  llic 
seventh  L'liiid. 

He  was  lioru  near  I)a.rliysvillL'.  I'iekaway  Co., 
t)liio,  Oct.  JU  \^-'r.i.  IIo  uas  al.uul  ;i  year  old 
wlien  Ills  parents  liroimiit  iiini  to  N'eriniiion  C'oun- 
tj',  and  here,  amid  llu'  pioneer  seeues  of  tlio.-<e  early 
days  in  the  set!  lenient  of  the  eounty,  he  urew  to 
be  a  stalwart,  manly  man.  lie  had  sueh  sehoolinu' 
as  could  be  obtained  in  those  days  of  limited  edu- 
cational advantages  when  the  rude  log  ealiin  was 
the  oidy  literary  institution  of  this  section  of 
country,  and  its  doors  uere  only  opene'd  ti>  the 
children  of  the  pi<jneers  a  few  short  weeks  in  the 
different  seasons  of  the  jear.  lie  was  bred  to  the 
life  of  a  farmer,  and  has  made  the  tilling  of  the 
land  his  prineii)al  occupation.  He  has  met  with 
more  than  ordin.'iry  snccess  in  lii^  calling,  anil  may 
well  feel  proud  of  what  he  has  achieved  liy  hard 
labor,  directed  by  sound  bnr^iness  .acumi-n  an<l 
the  prudent  management  of  his  nn,)netaiy  alfaiis. 
His  farm,  comprising  44lt  acres  of  land  of  exceed- 
ing fertility,  is  well  stocked  and  is  amply  provided 
with  all  the  necessary  appliances  and  machinery  for 
making  it  one  of  the  model  places  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Davis  holds  that  a  p.irt  of  his  prosperity  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  he  is  blessed  with  a  good  wife, 
who  has  actively  co-operated  with  him  in  all  his 
plans.  The}'  wei'c  united  in  marriag;  i))  C'atlin 
Township  March  10,  lis.3'J.  and  to  them  have  come 
five  children,  as  follows:  Clara  .1.,  the  wife  of 
AVillis  lA'sher;  \'an  C. :  one  who  died  in  infanc^■; 
Scott  G.;  Minnie  L.,  the  wife  of  David  MciHllin. 
The  maiden  name  of  .Mrs.  Davis  was  Melvina  Eliza- 
beth Hyatt,  and  she  is  the  daughter  of  .Tames  and 
Martlia  (liouland)  Hyalt.  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. Her  father  was  luirn  in  South  Carolina 
anil  her  mollier  in  ICcntncky.  and  after  marriaue 
tiiej'  settled  in  JJavis  County,  Ky.,  wliere  he  was 
engaged  in  farming,  ami  there  Ihi/y  died.  ThcN' 
liad  seven  children,  four  >on^  and  three  daughters. 
Mrs.  Davis  was  their  second  child,  and  she  was  born 
in   Davis  Count}',  Ky,,  Nov.  21,  1><'jS,     iShe  grew 


to  womanhood  there,  and  came  to  A'crmilioii  Coun- 
ty in  the  month  of  >sovember.  I8."i,s,  witli  her  sister. 
.Mrs.  Mary  ^\  all.ace,  who  was  an  invalid.  She  is  a 
genial,  lo\able,  motherly  woman,  whose  genuine 
kindness  has  won  her  ;i  warm  plai'e  in  the  liearts  of 
the  entire  community. 

AVhen  i\Ir.  Davis  was  brought  herein  his  infancy, 
the  surrounding  count r\-  presented  a  far  different 
appearance  from  what  it  does  to-day.  Then  it  was 
a  literal  wilderness,  savage  animals  and  abundant 
game  roamed  over  the  wild,  uncultivated  prairies, 
or  found  shelter  in  the  primeval  forests  along  the 
w.itcr  courses,  and  the  bold,  hai'dy  frontiersman  had 
scarcely  more  than  begun  to  turn  the  virgin  sod 
and  lay  the  foundations  of  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity that  obtain  to-day  on  all  sides,  as  evidenced 
by  flourishing  and  busy  towns,  smiling  farms,  and 
many  happy  homes.  That  he  has  had  a  hand  in 
bringing  about  this  great  change  may  be  a  source 
of  pride  to  our  subject,  who  is  a  man  of  eminent 
public  s|)irit,  and  has  generously  contributed  of  his 
means  to  further  all  enterprises  that  will  in  any 
way  add  to  the  prosperity  of  the  community  with 
whose  interests  his  own  are  identical,  and  among 
whose  people  he  has  lived  iu  peace  and  friendship 
foi'  nuire  than  half  a  century.  He  is  a  man  of  high 
moral  character,  and  is  gifted  with  many  worthy 
attributes  that  render  hira  respected  of  all  men.  In 
his  political  views  he  strongly  favors  the  Prohibi- 
tion jiart}',  being  himself  a  sound  temperance  man. 
He  and  his  wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  she  having  been  a  communicant 
ever  since  she  was  thirteen  j'ears  old. 


a  APT.  ,I0S|.:PH  TUUAX.  Oakwood  Town- 
,  ship  contains  no  nioie  active  or  energetic 
_  business  man  than  Capt.  Truax.  who  is  in 
the  prime  of  life  and  in  the  midst  of  a  prosperous 
career.  The  ojicning  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  . Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  where  he  wa-  born 
July  L'.'i,  is;!s.  being  the  eighth  iu  a  family  of  nine 
chiidren,  the  offspring  of  Joseph.  Jr.,  and  Nancy 
(Robibon)  Truax.  who  were  ijolh  natiscs  of  I'enn- 
sylvania,  the  father  l>orn  in  I'edford  County.  May 
IG,  1800,  and   the    mother   .^larcli    15,  ISOl.     The 
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paternal  gr.incl father,  Joscjih  Triiax.  Si-..  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  tlie  Keystone  State  ami  of  ( ieniiaii 
descent.  He  entererl  the  Revolutionary  Army  at 
the  beiiinning  of  the  war  ami  .>er\  oil  on  the  side  of 
the  colonists  until  its  close.  His  wife  was  a  ]Miss 
Stilhvcll.  a  native  of  his  own  .State,  where  they  set- 
tled and  died.  Their  f:imilv  consisted  of  four  sons 
and  two  (iauy;hters,  all  of  whom  are  deceased. 

The  mother  of  our  snhject  was  Ihe  dauyiiter  of 
James  and  Ellen  Robison,  hotli  of  wliom  were  na- 
tives of  Dublin,  Ireland.  Grandfather  Robison 
was  a  very  prominent  Knight  Templar  of  Dublin, 
and  our  subject  has  in  his  possession  a  demit  once 
belonging  to  tiie  old  gentleman  and  signed  107 
j'ears  ago. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  remained  there  until  l.Soll.  Then  re- 
moving to  Ohio  they  settled  on  a  farm  in  ^Mus- 
kingum  County  where  they  lived  until  the  fall  of 
1854,  then  took  up  their  line  of  march  for  Illinois. 
Coming  to  this  county  they  .settled  two  miles  east 
of  Pilot  Grove,  and  in  1  (SriO  rcinuvcd  to  Blount 
Township,  where  the  father  died  March  7.  18<!1. 
The  mother  passed  away  .Jan.  1,  iss.'j.  .^even  of 
their  nine  children  lived  to  mature  ye.ars  andtlnee 
are  still  living. 

Our  subject,  npon  coming  to  this  county,  had  a 
fine  joung  horse  which  he  sold  and  devoted  the 
proceeds  to  .advance  his  education,  attending  scliool 
in  Danville,  where  he  closely  applied  idmselftohis 
studies  for  some  eighteen  months.  In  18.5!)  he  be- 
gan teaching  at  Collison's  Point  and  remained  there 
through  the  fall  and  winter  until  spring.  In  the 
latter  part  of  iscii  lie  commenced  teaching  at 
Craig's  schoolhouse.  and  in  the  winter  taught  in  the 
old  Union  Cluirch  buihling  at  Blue  Corner.  On  the 
3d  of  .luly,  1801,  the  Civil  W.ar  having  broken 
out.  he  enterc<l  the  Union  Army  as  a  menilier  of 
Company  I,  3.5th  Illinois  Infantry,  being  mustered 
in  .as  First  Lieutenant.  .-Vug.  24,  18(!1  at  St.  Louis. 

The  35th  Illinois  saw  much  hard  service.  Tlie^- 
were  first  ordered  to  Jefferson  City,  thence  to  Se- 
dalia,  Mo.,  and  from  there  started  south  on  the 
lookout  for  the  rel)el  General  Price  They  marched 
120  miles  to  Siirini^'-lield.  and  from  there  to  RoUa, 
a  like  distance.  Lieut.  Tiuax  was  heresoized  with 
illne.<s  and  sent  home  on  a  two   month's   furlough. 


He  returned  to  his  regiment  in  Februai-y.  lsfi2, 
and  was  [ilaced  in  cumm.ind  <d'  .-i  detachment  of 
seventy  mm.  ^vilh  \\liii-h  he  npaiied  t(.)  S|n'iiiLr- 
tield  still  after  (ien.  I'ric'e.  Later  lie  was  detailed 
with  his  command  in  reniMin  and  guard  the  city. 
After  the  battle  of  Pea  Uidi^c  he  rejnined  liis  reiji- 
ment  on  the  road  to  Bate-ville.  Ark.,  but  at  this 
place  they  were  ordered  to  Cape  (iiiardeau.  a  dis- 
tance of  '2.')0  miles,  which  di-lanee  Ihry  envcred  in 
nine  days,  taking  one  day  to  rest,  making  ten  in 
all.  On  account  of  walking  without  shoes  the  feel 
of  many  of  the  men  were  sore  and  bleeding.  .Vt 
Cape  Girardeau  they  were  paid  tlieir  monthly  sti- 
pend by  -Maj.  McKiliben.  an  old  resident  of  this 
courit3-. 

Lieut.  Truax,  with  his  regiment,  now  boarded 
the  transport  '■Sunshine"  and  proceeded  to  Cairo, 
and  from  there  up  the  Ohio  to  the  month  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  thence  to  the  old  battIe-groLin<l  of 
Pittsburg  Landing.  Here  tliey  joined  the  army  of 
Gen.  Halleck  and  mo\ed  touard  Corinth  from  the 
east,  witnessing  the  burning  <.if  the  cily.  From 
there  they  ninrched  ti.>  Clear  Sjiring-^  an<l  spent  .Inly 
4  near  Jacinto,  iliss.  L:iter  they  were  [ilaced  on 
guard  at  Bear  Creek  Bridge,  near  luka.  Then  t!ie 
division  to  which  the  35th  Regiment  belonged  cut 
loose  and  crossed  the  Tennessee  at  Mussel  Shoals, 
marching  through  ihe  enem\'s  countiy  and  joining 
BuelTs  army  at  ^Murfreesboro. 

Our  subject  and  his  command  now  started  after 
the  rebel  General.  Bragg,  reaching  Louisville  be- 
fore him  and  followed  him  on  his  retreat  to  Perry- 
ville,  to  Crab  Orchaid  and  to  Xa.-hviile,  Tenn. 
Afterward,  succeeded  the  liattle  of  Murfreesboro, 
and  the  regiment  then  entered  upon  the  Chicka- 
mauga  campaign.  Subsef(uently  followed  the  two 
day's  battle  of  Chickainauga  when  they  fell  back  to 
Chattanooga,  and  tin-  XoM'iulier  following  charLied 
upon  ^fission  Ridge  driving  llie  enemv  before 
them  and  ca|itnring  the  place.  Their  next  business 
was  to  relieve  (Jen.  liurnside  at  Knoxville,  to 
which  they  hurried  on  a  forced  march,  and  later 
thej'  iirocecded  to  Strawlierry  Plains  and  to  Lou- 
don, Teim..  where  they  built  a  bridge  in  the  spring 
of  18(;4. 

The  351h  Regimenl  was  then  ordered  to  the  vi- 
cinitj-  of  Cleveland,  Tcnti.,  where  they  prepared  to 
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join  Slieriinn'-^  Ainiy  on  its  miirtli  to  llic  scm.  :ui(1 
Lieut.  'J'niax  was  willi  his  rcgiiiicnt  in  cveiy  Imttle 
and  skirmish  in  «hie-h  it  aftciwanl  [laiticiiialcd.  In 
1862  lie  was  rewarded  for  his  bravery  and  lldelitN' 
to  duty  by  promotion  to  a  C'ai)tainey,  rer(i\inir^his 
commission  at  Crab  Orchard,  and  witli  his  regi- 
ment at  lii-^  expiration  of  term  of  enlistment,  was 
relieved  from  duty  on  the  iSth  of  August.  18(;4. 
aiul  was  mustered  out  at  Springfield  in  Scptemlier 
following. 

After  retiring  from  the  arni}-  Capt.  Triiax  (irst 
took  his  mother  to  Oliio.then  came  back  and  resumed 
teaching  in  the  same  old  liiion  Church  building 
south  of  Oakwood,  On  the  lOtli  of  March,  l^C'i. 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  ]•'.  Ilelmiek,  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  one  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Oak- 
wood,  wheie  they  lived  until  the  fall  of  1884.  lie 
then  bought  (jut  the  firm  of  Stillwell  i^-  Young, 
general  merchants,  and  has  since  been  in  trade,  be- 
sides handling  grain  quite  cxtenuvel\'.  He  owns 
the  entire  block  in  which  his  store  is  located,  and 
has  .also  a  good  residence  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  city. 

Capt.  Truax  takes  an  active  part  in  politics  and 
votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  He  has  served 
.as  School  Trustee  for  twenty  years.  Justice  of  the 
Peace  four  years,  and  Commissioner  of  Highways 
two  terms.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  with  which  the  Cap- 
tain became  identitie(l  in  18(1G,  and  in  which  he  has 
served  as  Steward  and  Trustee.  Socially,  he  be- 
longs to  Oakwond  Lodge  No.  .5Gi,  J.  O  0.  F.,  in 
which  he  has  occupied  all  the  offices  from  "\\'arden 
to  Past  Grand.  He  is  also  identified  with  George 
Morrison  Post.  G.  A.  R.  The  Captain  and  his  es- 
timable lady  are  the  [jarents  of  five  children,  one  of 
whom,  Nancy  B.,  who  was  born  Dec.  21,  1SG8. 
died  Jan.  2ii,  1860;  Prances  E.  was  born  Feb.  1  (t, 
18GG;  Ruberta  A.,  April  I.  18G7;  Charles  E., 
Aug.  9,  1872.  and  Jo.sepliine,  March  21.  I87G. 

Rev.  Eli  Ilelmiek,  the  father  of  ]\Irs.  Truax,  was 
born  in  Randoli»h  Count}-,  Va.,  !M.ay  4,  18U0,  and 
her  mother,  Jlay  25,  1804.  After  marriage  they 
resided  in  the  Old  Dominion  for  awhile,  then  about 
1832  came  to  this  county.  He  was  an  oi'daiijed 
n)inister  of  the  .M^■thudist  Epi>copal  Churcli,  a  man 
of  fine  abilities,  gooil   judgment    and    great    perse- 


verance, and  was  of  es.-ential  service  in  the  Master's 
vineyard.  After  the  death  of  his  fir.-t  wife.  .Mrs. 
Karhel  (\'illcrs)  Ilelmiek.  the  mother  of  .Mi>. 
Truax.  he  "as  married  to  .Miss  Amanda  0.-ikwo(.»d, 
who  died  aljout  1874.  Mr.  Ilelmiek  departed  this  life 
July  18,  18.S7,  at  the  advanced -age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  Of  his  first  marriage  there  were  born 
nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Truax  was  the  sixth. 
Her  birth  took  place  in  \'ermilion  County.  III., 
Nov.  21.    1835. 


^OHN  J.  PARTLOW.  Th-  neat  and  well- 
I  regulated  home  of  this  gentleman  lies  adj.t- 
cent  to  the  cit\-  of  Danville,  and  emliiaces 
_  twenty-six  acres  of  land,  which  is  in  a  hieli 
state  of  cultivation,  and  devoted  to  the  raising  of 
small  fruits.  Upon  it  the  proprietor  iias  erected  a 
fine  residence,  and  e.acli  year  adds  something  U>  the 
beauty  and  value  of  the  property-.  Mr.  I'arllow  i.s 
numbered  among  the  steady -going  and  relialile  citi- 
zens of  this  county — one  who  without  making  a 
gre.al  deal  of  stir  in  the  world  has  fulfilled  his  obli- 
gations to  his  family  and  society  in  a  praiseworthy 
manner,  and  deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice. 
A  native  of  this  county,  our  subject  was  Ijorn  in 
Jliddle  Fork  Township.  Aug.  7.  If<,i2.  and  is  the 
son  of  James  Partlow,  who  was  bom  in  \irgiiiia, 
and  w.as  the  soii  of  Samuel  I'artlow.  to  whom  fur- 
ther reference  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Asa  Part- 
low,  on  another  page  in  this  volume.  James  Part- 
low  was  reared  in  Kentucky,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  a  wheelwright  in  his  youth,  which  lie  followed 
in  the  Blue  Gr.ass  regions  until  is.li.  Tiiat  \ear 
he  came  to  Illinois,  overland  »vith  a  team,  accom- 
panied by  his  family  and  traveling  after  the  nriin- 
tive  fashion  of  those  d.ays — carrying  with  him  his 
household'goods.  and  camping  and  cooking  In'  the 
wayside. 

The  father  C)f  our  sidjject  upon  his  arrival  in  this 
county  took  up  a  claim  of  (iovernment  laud  licfore 
it  had  C(jme  into  the  market.  Itidians  were  still  to 
be  seen  prowling  over  the  country,  while  ileer.  wild 
turky  and  wolves  were  also  |)lentifnl.  The  \:\u<l 
which  Mr.  Partlow  selected  ua-  part  timbei-  and 
part  prairie.      He  [lul  uj)  a  rail  [jcu  for  the  temp(_ir- 
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iiry  shelter  of  liis  family-,  nml  afterward  liiiili  a  Ici: 
house,  in  which  striictuie  the  subject  of  this  -ketch 
was  born.  Tlie  chimney  of  this  primitive  iluell- 
iiig  was  made  of  eartli  and  sticlvs  outside,  the  Ihx.r 
was  laid  of  split  puticlieon.  and  the  roof  covered 
with  clajibords.  It  was  before  the  time  of  rail- 
roads, and  the  nearest  market  was  at  the  towns  on 
the  Wabash  River.  .James  Parthiw  liere  spent  tiie 
remainder  of  his  dr.ys.  passing  away  about  tlic  year 
18.54.  lie  had  live<l  to  see  the  wilderness  around 
him  transformed  into  smiling'  grain  fields  and  com- 
fortable homes,  and  himself  put  up  a  tiiird  dwell- 
ing, in  the  shape  of  a  commodious  frame  house. 
This  latest  structure  was  liiiilt  prior  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  railroad  throujjh  this  part  of  the 
count3',  and  the  doors  for  it  were  hauled  from  Chi- 
cago. The  wealhcr-boarding  was  sawed  from  lilaek- 
walnnt  logs  which  Mr.  Partlow  drew  to  the  mill. 
lie  brought  his  farm  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
and  in  his  last  years  was  surrounded  b}-  all  the  com- 
forts of  life. 

Mrs.  Ellen  (Milton)  I'artlow.  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Dr.  Humphrey,  of 
Danville,  about  18.j.").  Both  she  and  her  husband 
had  been  twice  married.  John  J.,  our  subject,  pur- 
sued his  first  lessons  in  a  log  school-house,  into 
wiiich  light  was  admitted  through  greased  paper 
stretched  along  an  apertni'C  from  which  one  c»f  the 
logs  had  been  sawed  away.  He  was  at  an  earl^-age 
trained  to  habits  of  industry,  and  as  soon  as  large 
enough  his  services  were  utilized  in  the  labors  of 
the  farm.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  employed 
in  a  drug  store  two  years,  but  later  attended 
Georgetown  Academy  aufl  the  Red  Seminar}'  in 
Danville.  Later  ho  otlieiated  as  clerk  in  the  dr^-- 
goods  store  of  E.  ^'.  A'  P.  Leshure  three  _vears. 
Subsequently  he  Iiecamc  the  emjiloye  of  Partlow  \' 
Humi)hrey,  with  whom  he  remained  one  year.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  time  he  associated  himself 
in  partnershii>  with  R.  A.  Short,  and  thcj-  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  together  two  }-ears,  when 
our  subject  purch.ased  the  interest  of  his  partner  in 
the  business,  and  conducted  it  twelve  jcars.  At 
this  point,  abandoning  merchandising,  Mr.  Partlow 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  ifc  Eastern  Illi- 
nois Railroad  Coniiiany.  with  whom   he  continued 


two  years,  and  was  then  a|i|rointed  .n  liaiju.iv  Mail 
I  lerk  on  the  same  road,  rnnning  lirsL  Ironi  Chicai^^o 
to  Danville,  and  hih-r  from  Chieiigo  to  Terre 
llanle.  lud.  He  perbntncd  in  this  manner  faithful 
and  ellieient  service  for  a  period  of  eleven  vears, 
and  in  1881  invested  a  portion  of  his  earnings  in 
his  present  pro|)erty. 

Miss  Frances  L.  Giddiiigs.  the  eldest  child  of 
William  and  Caroline(Kitchener)Giddin£;s.  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject  Nov.  :>,  l.s-)7.  of  tins  un- 
ion there  have  been  born  two  children,  the  ehlest 
of  whom.  Elmer  E.,  married   Miss   .Mattie  Collins. 

and    is   the   father   of   a   son   and  two  dan-liters 

George  E..  Vera  and  Kraiices.  The  younger  son. 
Cliarles,  is  a  printer  l)y  trade,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  parents.  :Mr.  I'aitlow.  politienllv,  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  with  his  eslimable  wife  is 
a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  .Metliodi>t  Epis- 
copal Church. 


<|       IfelLLlS    B.    CArr.LE.  I'hysician    and    Sur- 

\m  '^"^'°"'  ^'"''""  ""^'  ^''"'3'  successful  pro- 
W^  fcssional  men  of  this  county  is  the  young 
man  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch.  He  came 
to  Sidcll  right  after  his  graduation  from  Rush 
Medical  College,  of  Chicago,  through  the  ursjent 
request  of  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  en- 
terprising vilkge.  Naturally  gifted  to  (ill  his  re- 
sponsible position  of  ministering  to  the  health  of 
his  fellowmcn.and  after  a  long  and  studious  course 
in  the  intricacies  of  his  profession  at  different 
places,  he  is  well  equipped  to  meet  the  ex|>ectations 
of  his  friends. 

Dr.  Cauble  was  born  at  Alto  Pass,  Union  Co  , 
111.,  where  his  father  is  a  large  land  owner  and  one 
of  the  wealthiest  and  most  prominent  men  of  his 
county.  Willis  C.  and  Serena,  father  and  mother 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  are  leading  i)oople  in 
society  in  Union  County,  the  native  place  of  the 
former.  The  grandfather  of  \Villi>  .Ir..  .lohn  F. 
Caulile.  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  where  be  was 
an  extensive  land  owner.  He  subsequently  came 
to  Illinois,  wliere  he  acquired  large  tract-  of  jaml 
also.  His  son.  Willis  Sr.,  being  the  only  heir  and 
a   good    business    man,  became   the  ownei-   of  the 
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lar^'-e  property  left  by  his  father,  ;ui(l  hr  aflerwnril 
engiiged  in  the  eroction  of  a  sawmill  ami  u'rist- 
mill.  shipping  lumber  and  thjur  to  St.  Louis  and  is 
now  very  extensively  engaged  in  growing  fruits 
and  vegetables.  He  owns  three  large  farms,  one 
of  them  being  two  miles  and  three-quarters  lijiig. 
The  parents  of  Willis  Jr.,  hail  nine  children,  live 
of  whom  are  living,  namely :  Willis  lientou.  Cora 
E.,  Adam  J.,  Flora  'SI.,  and  3Iyrtle  A. 

Dr.  Cauble  passed  his  childhood  days  in  rural 
life  with  his  parents  and  in  his  early  l)(.>yli()od  at 
tended  the  district  scho(.il3.  Later  on  lie  entered 
St,  "Vincent  College  at  Cape  Girardeau.  Mo.. 
from  wliich  institution  he  graduated  with  distin- 
guished honors  in  the  class  of  ISS-'),  in  the  scientific 
course.  Wliile  studj'ing  at  college,  he  became 
imbued  with  the  idea  that  the  medical  profession 
was  one  which  would  suit  his  inclinations  and  he 
therefore  chose  that  for  his  life  work.  He  studied 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  W.  AV.  Ksick  of 
Murphysboro.  111.,  for  one  year,  and  in  the  fall 
of  18S7  entered  the  medical  dei>artment  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee  at  Nashville,  there  prose- 
cuting his  studies  for  one  3ear.  From  there  he 
proceeded  to  Louisville,  Ky..  and  attended  for  six 
months  the  summer  lectures  at  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Institute  of  that  city.  He  graduated  from 
those  two  courses,  when  he  returned  to  Jluriihys- 
boro  and  began  practice  un<ler  his  old  pre- 
ceptor which  he  continued  for  two  months.  In  the 
fall  of  1887  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College, 
graduating  in  Feb.  1888.  His  thesis  on  -'Tyjihoid 
Fever  and  l^eatli  from  rreinic  Poisoning,"  was  de- 
livered before  the  faculty  and  won  the  prize,  and 
was  also  pronounced  hy  I'ruf.  Ross  as  one  of  tlie 
ablest  productions  of  any  student  of  Rush  College, 
while  a  letter  was  written  by  I)r,  Ross  to  I)r, 
Cauble's  preceptor,  filled  with  commendatory 
language. 

Dr,  Cauble  was  l)orn  April  24,  180G  and  is  one  of 
the  youngest  medical  men  of  the  State  and  the 
youngest  practitioner  in  Vermilion  County.  He 
seems  intent  upon  reacliing  the  highest  round  in 
the  ladder  of  his  profession,  and  never  wearies  in 
studying  and  writing  upon  subjects  connected  with 
his  noble  calling.  He  is  especially  ))roficient  in  the 
subject  of  the  diseases  of  women  and  children.    The   j 


citizens  of  Sidell  ma_v  well  congratulate  themselves 
ujion  the  acquisition  of  a  physician  of  such  marked 
abilit}'. 

The  Diictor  is  a  memljcr  of  the  Catholic  Church 
and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  ap- 
pointed County  Physician  of  the  district  including 
Sidell,  and  is  also  the  examining  physician  of  the 
Aetna  Life  Insurance  Coiniiany  of  Hartford,  and 
ho  fills  a  similar  position  for  other  insurance  cc)m- 
paiiies.  It  is  his  intention  to  go  to^'ienna  in  three 
or  four  years  and  there  take  instruction  under  the 
celebrated  German  medical  jirofessors.  There  is  a 
great  future  in  store  for  Dr.  Cauble. 


ARRY  L.  FRKKMAN,  junior  partner  in 
the  tirui  of  John  Jackson  tV:  Co.,  derdors  in 
general  merchandise  at  Sidell,  although 
young  in  years,  occupies  no  secondary  posi- 
tion among  the  business  interests  of  this  thriving 
village.  He  is  bright,  capable  and  energetic,  and 
is  universally  (lopular  among  the  people  who  have 
known  him  almost  since  his  boyhood.  He  was 
born  in  Fairmonnl,  this  county,  and  is  the  son  of 
Alfred  C.  and  Mary  W.  (Dustin)  Freeman,  the 
former  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and 
the  latter  of  St.  Jollnsbur3■,^'t.  Mrs.  Freeman  was 
a  direct  descendant  of  Hannah  Dustin,  one  of  the 
most  notable  and  heroic  women  of  her  time — the 
old  Puritan  days. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Illinois  prior 
to  their  marriage,  Mr,  Freeman  settling  in  Edgar 
Ctiunty,  and  Miss  Dustin  with  her  parents  in  this 
county,  'i'hoy  were  married  at  Fainnount.  The 
father  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits,  but  linally 
changing  his  occupation,  became  station  f.gent  of 
the  Wabash  Railroad  at  Fairmonnl,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  satisfactorily  several  j-ears.  Finally 
in  18G8,  he  changed  his  residence  to  Danville,  and 
has  been  city  clerk  there  for  the  last  sixteen  or 
eiuhtccn  years.  During  this  time  he  has  made 
man)'  warm  friends,  having  performed  the  duties 
of  his  ollice  in  an  admirable  manner,  and  possessing 
the  good  judgment  and  discretion  which  is  so 
essential  to  every  individual  occupying  a  positif)n 
of  trust  and  resiionsibilitj-.       The  wife  and  mother 
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.  r.is-.stili  liviug,  niid  is  now  about  fifty  years  of  age. 
■.:>r'liv""ir  faniilj'  •CfHwustefl,  (^f  fi-vo  chniTio  ■,    who  were 
, -jWH»i&:l  respoetivelA    Harry  Jl,..   Freil    1)..  Ikrt   D., 
XeHic  J.,  and  Eiliiiiii)d-(i. 

T!ic  Hiibjoet  :>:  llii,^  notice  v.as  'loru  Sei)t:.  S,  18G5. 
I("'  niri'iidod  .scliool  at  l):invillc  during  his  boj'hood 
ni.rl  \onth,  nnd  recei^'od  >  .'iri'fiil  ])arental  training. 
\V|i-'ti  iif  suitable  _yeni-<:  rai'l  at<,aiument.<  lielatinehed 
out   ill    life   for   Iiijiis'Of.^  ...-md    at   the   early    age   of 
.-,cvcrite<'iv  years  bti^aisA  XSepvii}-  Assessor  and  Col- 
lector  of  Danville   Township,  which    position  lie 
J:eli' .-for  nine   years.     .-Sib-Mi^y    after  re.-iching  tlie 
twentieth  year  of  his  ag!>  lie  vas  married,  Dee.  2, 
•1885,    to   Miss   J-'unie    \Y..  Jiickson,   daughter  of 
.Amos   Tackson.   a  Rkoldi.  of. whom  will   be  found 
elscwheie  in  this  volume.  .  , 

Jlrs.  l'"reeman  was  born  i;.  Indianola.  this  county, 
Dec.  3,  1865,  where  she  w.n?  reared  to  womanhood. 
Of  iier  union  witli  our  subject  there  was  one  child, 
Anna  J.,  born  Sept.  G,  3  8S.7,  died  Xov.  13.1888. 
.  .Mr.  nnd  Mrs.  .F)eeui:ii»- rens-oved  to  Sil.ll  in  Jul}-, 
1888,  in  which  time  our  subject  becume  a  member 
of  the  fii'in  abovc-meiitioiicil.  Tlicy  -.-ircupy  a  jieat 
and  tasteful  dwilliug  in.  the  souMrern  part  of  the 
city  and  iiunibcr  Iheii  frJ':;Kl.':  among  its  best  peo- 
jile.  Jlr,  Freeman  vote*  Hie  Republican  ticket, 
a:  d  socially,  ''^'longs  to  tlsr  .Modern  'Woodmen, 
lie  has  sta!tfs]  on;  in  life  with  fair  prospects,  and 
has  the  wifhc.-  of  hosts  of  friends  for  his  continued 
l)rosperity. 


5-H  g«&<^.: '-5— 


yir.LTAiVr  G.  IIEEROX  is  the  most  exten- 
sive fanner  in  Vevaiiliuu  ■Go.UDty,  having 
^  „  3,80/1, acres  uiidex  Ins- immediate  super- 
vision, all  of  Avliieh  is  in  a  ki.giily:  improved  state 
vr^^f. cultivftXiou,,.  Tbe.firm -cjf  .Alkrion  i-  Ilerron  wns 
Vsi.ablishe(I- jii  1880,  when  .sam  W.  Allertou,  of 
Cihicago,  iniTe'liase<i  this  extensive  tract  of  laud, 
from  J.  G.. Clark,  of  .the  sSin:^er  Sewing  Macliine 
C'ompaiiy,  wliof<'r9closed  tiie  mortgage  on  the  cel- 
ebrated Joseph  S'-iHivan  farm,  .v.hieli  was  called  by 
tiie  earlier  seltkis  "Twin  On  •. .  ." 

Tn-o  groves  of  aliout  100  acres  each  on  tliis  tract 
"f  land  looked  so  mncb -rdike  that  the  people  uave 
llie   f;irm  the   name  quia-d  ab..ve.     Michael  Sulli- 


van was  made  trustee  of  the  Sterling  estate  in 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,  liy  reason  of  his  son  .foseiih 
being  one  of  tiie  heirs.  The  fatiier  invested  tiie 
funds  thus  inherited  in  lands,  purchasing  tliem  at 
their  regular  government  price,  immediately  upon 
tiie  reo[>ening  of  the  land  office  after  tiie  Illinois 
Central  Railroad's  time  for  choosing  its  lands  in 
tlie  State  of  Illinois  had  expired.  Tiiis  jieriod  ex- 
tended from  1841)  to  18.32. 

WiJlinm  O.  Ilerron  was  born  in  Madison  County', 
Ohio,  near  London,  lie  remained  on  a  farm  until 
he  was  twenty  years  old,  and  there  learned  bis  early 
lessons  of  industry.  His  father,  Gardner  Ilerron, 
and  his  mother.  Maria  (^Moraine)  Herron,  were  born 
in  Dorchester  County,  Md.  His  father  w.as  a  sol- 
dier in  tIit'~V\'ar  of  1812,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  he  removed  to  Oliio.  His  mother  was  brought 
to  iladisoii  Count}"  when  she  was  four  years  of  .age. 
His  father  and  a  brother  and  sister  were  left  or- 
piians;  tlie  sister  married  and  died  wlien  sixty 
jears  of  age.  Gardner  Ilerron  was  a  man  of  mod- 
erate circumstances,  owning  his  farm  in  Madison 
County  where  he  died,  which  event  occurred  in 
18.j5.  His  wife  is  still  living  with  a  daughter  at 
^lahomet.  111.  This  worthy  couple  had  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  boys  and  three  girls  grew  to 
maturity;   the  others  died  in  infancy. 

William  G.  Herron  was  born  April  6,  182'.).  His 
educational  advantages  were  exceedingly  limited. 
He  was  the  oldest  child  of  the  f.amilj-,  and  of  course 
was  expected  to  take  an  important  part  in  earr3-ing 
on  the  farm.  In  1851  he  left  Ohio  in  the  employ' 
of  a  stockman.  On  his  first  visit  to  Illinois,  which 
was  at  tlie  time  indicated,  his  impressions  were  not 
favorable  to  his  location  in  this  count}-,  for  at  the 
time  be  remarked  he  would  not  give  ten  cents  an 
acre  for  an}'  of  the  land.  So  he  continued  in  the 
occupation  of  drover,  proceeding  backward  and 
forward  from  Ohio  on  horseback  and  in  a  buggy, 
driving  many  cattle  from  Illinois  to  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania.  He  became  very  well  acquainted  on 
the  National  Road,  so  that  he  knew  almost  every 
one  located  on  that  thoroughfare.  He  v.as  married 
in  18.")5  to  Miss  Evehn  Robison.  a  native  of  .Mad- 
is:in  County,  (_)hio.  and  the  same  year  he  settlcil  in 
Piatt  County.  111.  His  wife  is  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  .Mary  (Lane)   Robison,  the   former  of 
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whom  was  one  of  tlie  orirly  settlers  of  M:i(ii-(i!i 
County.  lie  was  boni  in  !<outli  Carolina,  while 
Mrs.  Iiobisoii  was  a  native  of  .Alaivlanil.  'I'liey 
came  of  good  Revolutionary  stock.  The  llohison 
family  was  a  leading  one  in  tlie  Soulh.  while  the 
Lanes  wore  prominent  in  colonial  times. 

After  niari'iage  Jlr.  Ilerron  engaged  in  fanning 
and  stock-raising  until  18G0,  when  he  bought  into 
a  general  meichaiidise  business  at  Monticello.  ill., 
continuing  in  this  with  varied  results  for  several 
years.  He  and  8.  W.  Allerton  became  acquainted 
in  Cliicago  iu  1800.  Fortune  had  favored  ^Ir.  Al- 
lerton, and  in  1881.  when  ho  purchased  this  vast 
farm,  he  offered  his  friend  an  opportunity  that  was 
embraced,  giving  Mr.  Ilerron  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  the  place. 

The  firm  of  Allerton  .t  Ilerron  was  therefore 
formed,  and  it  has  been  a  successful  business  ven- 
ture from  the  start.  The  induence  of  this  firm  in- 
duced the  Chicago  A-  ICastorn  Illinois  Railroad  to 
forward  its  work,  ami  ^Mr.  Allerton  donated  the 
right  of  way  through  his  land  and  laid  out  the  vil- 
lage plat  of  Allerton  which  isj'etin  its  infancy,  but 
on  account  of  its  lino  locauion  is  destined  to  become 
a  good  point  for  shipping  grain,  cattle  and  horses. 
General  trade  is  also  bound  to  prosper  here,  and  tlio 
people  of  the  town  ha\o  great  faith  tli.at  their  hopes 
will  be  full}'  realized.  The  largo  steam  elevator  was 
put  up  by  Mr.  Allerton  in,  1887,  and  is  operated  by 
John  II.  Ilerron,  our  subject's  son,  and  is  run  in 
the  firm  name  of  Allerton  jj  Herron.  .Mr.  Ilerron 
gives  emploj'ment  to  about  tweuty-fi\'e  men.  and 
runs  from  sixty  to  seventy  teams.  IIo  is  following 
general  or  mixed  farming,  and  is  constantlv  im- 
proving his  large  farm. 

Mr.  and  ^Mrs.  Ilerron  have  reared  nine  children: 
Fannie  died  when  she  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
at  the  time  being  a  student  at  the  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity at  r.loomington.  111.;  Emma  was  married 
June  26,  188'J,  to  Prof.  F,  W.  Martin,  of  Chaddock 
College,  Quiiicy,  111.  .She  is  one  of  the  faculty  at 
Chaddock  College.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  W'es- 
lyan  University  and  is  a  .Master  of  Arts  and  Pro- 
fessor of  Greek  and  L;itin;  David  W .  is  on  a  ranch 
at  Cedar  Kapids,  Neb.,  where  he  is  conducting  a 
7,(lOO-acre  farm  foi-  Allerton.  He  is  married  and 
has  two  children;  N\'illi;>ni  H.  is  connected  with  the 


United  States  (ieological  Survey,  and  has  char-e 
of  tlie  survey  in  Kansas;  .John  H.  is  running  llic 
steam  elevator  at  Allerton;  Una  is  a  student  at 
Chaddock  College  in  the  class  of  ".Mi;  F.dwin  is  at- 
tending the  High  School  at  .MalKJUict;  Clyde  is  at 
home  as  is  also  Ualph,  who  is  attending  .school. 
^Ii-.  Ilerron  has  given  all  of  his  children  the  bcn- 
elil  of  good  educational  advantages,  and  thi-y  have 
im|iroved  them. 

.Mr.  Ilerron  is  an  uncomprising  and  stalwart  lie- 
pidilican  and  attends  most  of  the  conventions  his 
[larty  holds.  IIo  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive commiteo  and  is  President  of  the  Republi- 
can Club  of  Sidell.  He  h.as  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  boy- 
hood np.  He  has  given  large  sums  to  the  "Wesleyan 
University.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  memlicrs 
of  the  Broadland  iMothodist  I^piscopal  Church  for 
many  years,  where  they  take  great  interest  in  the 
Sund.ay-school.  Mr.  Ilerron  w.as  Superintendent 
of  the  Sabbath-school  at  Monlieollo,  111.,  f,;)r 
eighteen  ^-ears.  and  in  this  work  he  is  perhaps  bet- 
ter known  than  in  any  other,  as  he  began  active 
operations  in  the  Sunday-schools  thirtj^  years  ago, 
and  has  continued  in  the  work  without  tl.aggiiig 
during  th.at  long  period.  He  assisted  in  the  for- 
mation of  most  of  the  Sunday-schools  of  Piatt  and 
Champaign  counties,  and  also  of  the  southern  por- 
tion of  Vermilion.  In  all  things  he  is  a  leader, 
whether  in  jiolitics  or  religion.  As  a  man  and  as  a 
neighbor,  there  is  none  who  stands  higher  than 
William  G.  Ilerron. 

On  another  page  of  the  Ahum  appears  a  fine 
portrait  of  Mr.  Herron,  who  occupies  a  prominent 
position  among  his  fellow-men,  and  is  accordin<,dv 
worth}'  of  an  important  place  in  a  book  of  this 
character. 


C'~>^IIIN  SPERRY  represents  the  agricultural 
Ij;  interests  of  Blount  Township  as  a  farmer  of 
._>?'  more  than  ordii.ary  shrewdne-s  and  practical 
ability.  He  has  met  with  marked  success  in  his 
chosen  calling,  and  h.as  a  large  f;uin  on  scctitm  2o. 
which  bj'  good  management  he  has  made  one  of 
the  most  valuable  estates  in  this  j/art  of  \'ermilioi: 
County.       Mr.  Sperry  is  the  son  of  a  pioneer  fam- 
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ilv,  was  leaieil  lieru  fiuiii  early  diildbood,  and  has 
al\va3's  made  his  home  here. 

Ml.  Sperry  is  of  New  Juigland  anee^dy  (m  his 
father's  side,  and  llinl  paienr,  wliose  name  was 
^VaUaee  LSpcny,  was  iKun  in  the  good  ohl  Slate  of 
Connecticut,.  Sarah  ^\'atkins,  the  mother  of  our 
suhjeet,  came  of  Soutliern  jtarentage.  an<l  slie  was 
born  in  ^larylnnd.  During  some  jieriod  in  tiicir 
lives  the  parents  wunt  to  Ohio,  in  the  early  ihiysof 
its  settlement,  and  there  he  was  horn  in  A^'arr('u 
County  Sept.  4,1828,  the  sixth  of  nine  children. 
When  he  was  but  t'wo  years  old,  in  1830,  they 
brought  him  to  this  State,  and  in  their  new  pioneer 
home  in  Blount  Township  he  was  reared  to  a  stal- 
wart, vigorous  manhood.  He  gleaned  a  practical 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  his  parents 
trained  him  thoroughl}-  in  the  duties  of  life,  drill- 
ing him  well  in  all  that  i^ertains  to  a  farmer's  call- 
ing. "When  he  became  independent,  after  reacliing 
man's  estate,  he  bought  a  Jlexican  land  Twirriuit, 
paj-ing  8150  for  IGO  acres  of  land,  which  he  took 
up  on  section  20,  Blount  Township,  and  still  re- 
tains it  in  his  possession.  But  he  has  added  to 
it  as  he  became  more  prosperous  and  wealth}',  and 
now  owns  509  acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  is  to 
be  found  within  the  limits  of  the  county.  He  has 
it  under  admirable  tillage,  and  has  a  comfortable, 
substantial  set  of  Iniihlings,  and  everything  nec- 
essary to  carrying  on  agriculture  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. 

Mr.  Sperry  has  been  twice  married.  He  was  first 
wedded  Sept.  2-'),  1852,  to  JIar}-  Stewart,  daughter 
of  "William  and  Charlotte  Stewart,  who  at  that 
time  lived  in  Scotland,  but  afterward  came  to  tliis 
count}-.  Of  that  marriage  nine  children  were 
born,  of  whom  the  following  four  arc  hving: 
Eli  S.,  who  married  Sueldo  Johnson;  Dcmna.  who 
married  Wesley  Smith;  Asa  and  Eben  are  yet  un- 
married. The  others,  who  died  when  quite  young, 
are  William  A.,  Charles  i".,  Clarissa  J.,  Cieoigc  M.. 
and  Jessie  G.  Aug.  30,  1883,  the  household  of 
our  subject  was  bereft  of  the  lieloved  wife  and 
mother,  who  had  been  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
her  family,  and  was  in  every  respect  a  true  woman 
whom  to  know  was  to  respect. 

Mr.  Sperry  was  niairied  to  his  present  ;uniable 
wife  Oct.  11,  1888.      She  is  a  good   hous-iwifc  and 


looks  carefully  after  the  comforts  of  the  inmates  of 
the  jileasant  home  over  which  she  presides.  Her 
mnifh-n  name  was  Ellen  Cozatt,  and  she  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Nancy  Wood,  and  widow  of 
Perry  C.  Cozatt. 

i^rr.  Sherr}-  is  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  one  in 
whom  his  fellow-citizens  place  the  utmost  confi- 
dence. .  He  possesses  foresight,  tlirift  and  sound 
tliscreiion  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  the}'  have  been 
factors  in  his  prosperity.  In  him  the  P'nited  Breth- 
ren Church  finds  one  of  its  most  earnest  and  valued 
members,  who  carries  his  religion  into  the  every 
day  affairs  of  life.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  stanch 
Iveiiiiblican  since  the  early  days  of  the  formation  of 
the  party. 


ICHAEL  McCAUL.  There  are  many 
reater  men  than  their  garb  would  indi- 
i  cate.  We  find  in  the  person  of  this  gen- 
tleman a  classical  scholar  who  pursued  his 
youthful  studies  with  the  intention  of  becoming  a 
ju-iest,  but  untoward  circumstances  compelled  him 
to  leave  college  and  engage  in  manual  labor.  This 
necessarily  changed  the  whole  course  of  his  life 
and  we  now  find  him  a  thorough-going  farmer, 
who  in  company  with  his  brother  owns  120  acres 
of  land  on  sections  1  and  6  in  Sidell  Township. 

Probably  Mr.  McCaul  is  the  oidy  man  in  his 
township  who  has  circumnavigated  the  globe. 
-\fter  leaving  college  his  mother  was  unwilling  to 
lia\e  him  come  to  America  on  account  of  the 
Civil  War,  so  he  went  to  Australia.  He  was  born 
in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  in  August,  1844,  and 
inirsued  his  earl}'  studies  in  the  common  schools 
until  the  age  of  fifteen  j'ears,  when  he  entered  the 
Larrah  Classical  School  in  the  same  county,  where 
he  pursued  his  studies  for  three  years  and  then  his 
lack  of  finances  compelled  him  to  withdraw.  Iji 
selling  out  for  Australia,  he  was  accompanied  bv 
his  brother,  Bernard.  The}'  sailed  around  the  coast 
of  Africa,  doubled  Cape  Hope  and  arrived  at  Mor- 
ton Bay  Colony,  Queensland,  where  Ihev  became 
eni|iloyed  on  the  public  works,  principally  railroads 
for  five  years. 

At  the  expiration  cif  this  time  the  ^fcCaul 
brothers  determined  to    come    to    .\merica  and  set 
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tail  from  Melbourne.  3:oiiii;uii  thrdULrli  IIk'  P;icm(ic. 
(li>iibling  Cnpc  Ilurn  :inil  laiiiliiiL;  in  Li\'ci|)ui'i, 
whence  thoy  euiharkcd  on  a  stp.aniei'  to  (lie  iironi- 
ised  land.  Thcj' arrived  in  New  Yoili  in  the  enily 
part  of  November.  1807,  and  tlienec  made  their 
waj'  to  iSIarshall  Cotintj-,  lliis  State,  where  tliey  lie- 
gan  farming  together  and  o|ierated  tlnis  several 
3'cars. 

Our  subjeet  fiii:illy  removed  t()  Wc.indford 
Cunnty.  where  he  sojourned  a  few  jears,  then 
changing  his  residence  to  Champaign  County,  from 
which  he  came,  in  1880,  with  his  brother  to  lii.s 
present  farm.  They  took  out  their  natiirali/.aiicm 
papers  in  1884.  Mr.  McCaul  l)elievesin  protection 
to  American  industries  and  consequently  has  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  in  full 
syni[)athy  with  the  cause  of  Ireland  and  a  warm 
admirer  of  Patrick  Kgan,  Patrick  Ford  and  other 
who  are  endeavoring  to  free  their  country  fvom 
the  opiM'cssions  of  British  rule.  He  has  signi- 
fied his  sympathy  in  a  substantial  manner,  donat- 
ing liberally  of  his  means. 

The  parents  of  our  sultject  were  Bernard  and 
Mary  (.McKntee)  JlcCJaul.  natives  of  Count}'  Cavan. 
Ireland,  and  the  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
They  spent  their  entire  lives  upon  their  native 
soil,  each  living  to  be  sixty-three  years  old.  Their 
five  children  were  named  respectively,  Ann.  Kd- 
ward,  Patrick,  Beiiiard,  and  Michael.  Ann  is 
the  widow  of  John  Reile}'  and  resides  in  Sidell 
'I'ownship;  Edward  and  Patrick  remain  in  their 
nativ(!  Ireland.  Bernard  married  Miss  Mar}- 
Gulcheon,  a  native,  like  himself  of  County  Cavan. 
and  the\-  have  three  children — Mary.  Bernard,  and 
Maggie.  Jlichael,  our  subject,  continues  in  a  state 
of  single  blessedness. 

7RANKLIN  EM. MET  ABBOTT,  well-known 
as  one  of  the  most  enterprisiuLT  of  the 
/l\  younger  farmers  of  f.irant  Township,  was 
born  in  Brown  County.  Ohio.  Sept.  12,  18.")'J.  and 
came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents  when  but  six 
years  of  age.  His  parents  were  "Wilson  and  Sarah 
J.  (Brown)  Abbott,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and 
after  their  removal    to  Illinois,  coming   direct  to 


\'ermilion  County,  they  settled  on  a  farm  on  sec- 
tion ■>■>  in  tliis  same  town>hip  a  short  distance 
from  where  Franklin  E.  nf)w  resides. 

There  the  family  lived  foraboul  three  years  wh.'U 
tliey  removed  t(^  a  rented  farm  a  short  distance 
otr.  and  a  year  later  Mr.  Ablxjtt  bouirUt  a  40- 
aere  farm  on  wliieh  the  family  niadt'  their  home 
for  many  years,  and  on  which  place  Wilson 
Abbott  die<l  on  Feb.  14,  1883  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two.  Ho  was  a  farmer  all  his  life-time,  giving  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  the  work  pertaining  to 
his  farm,  and  having  no  desire  for  notorietv. 
as  far  as  possible  avoided  public  position,  ne\er 
holding  anj-  ollice,  save  such  as  school  direetfir,  or 
the  like,  that  he  could  not  evade.  He  was  known  as 
one  of  the  older  settlers  of  the  township,  which  was 
comparativel}'  new  when  he  located  here,  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  ago.  He  left  behind  him  a  splen- 
did record  as  a  man  and  as  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Sarah 
J.  Abbott  survived  her  husband  nearly  four  years, 
dying  in  the  house  of  her  son,  Franklin  Il.on  Dec. 
10,  188G,  aged  fifty-two  years. 

AVilson  Abbott  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  yet  living  as  follows: 
Frances  Evel^-n,  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Davis,  a 
farmer  in  tirant  Township;  James  L.,  is  marriccl  to 
Miss  ^laggic  Schoolcraft,  and  is  also  a  farmer  in 
Grant  Township;  Franklin  E.,  was  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Isodora  Albertine  is  the  wife  of  William 
Trueheart,  a  farmer  in  3Iead  County,  Kan.;  Jlary 
Luella  and  Cj'rena  Belle,  make  their  home  with 
their  brother  of  whom  this  is  written,  and  Charles 
L.  is  unmarried  .and  engaged  in  farm  work. 

Franklin  E.  Abbott,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
has  si)ent  his  entire  life  in  the  county  and  town- 
ship, where  he  now  lives,  since  he  was  six  years  old. 
Two  or  three  jcars  after  the  death  of  his  fathei', 
the  old  farm  was  sold  and  the  family  home  has 
since  been  where  Franklin  now  lives.  The  elder 
members  of  the  familv  were  justly  regarded  as  the 
very  best  people  in  the  neighborhood  for  industry-, 
intelligence  and  straightforward  condiu/t.  an'l 
the  younger  members  are  closely  following  the 
footsteps  of  their  parents.  ^Ir.  Abbott  is  unmai- 
ried,  his  sisters  keeping  house  for  him.  He  has 
liecn  School  Director  of  the  township,  and  .all  of  llie 
family  are  members    of  the  Christian  Chureh.    he 
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being   treasurer   of  the  Sabbath-scliool  connected 
tlieiewith. 

Mr.  Abbott  belongs  to  that  ytmnyei-  element  of 
(if  farmers  of  Illinois,  wliieli  is  rapidly  coming  to 
tlie  front,  and  after  attaining  that  position  is 
sure  to  remain  tliere.  lie  is  constructed  of  the 
material  that  make  a  useful  citizen  and  a  good 
farmer. 


^-OHN  E.  THOMPSON.  The  iieople  of  Oak- 
wood  Township  with  one  accord  declare 
that  this  is  "one  of  the  finest  old  gentlemen 
within  its  precincts."  This  kindly  cxpi'css- 
ion  of  opinion  among  those  who  have  known  liim 
long  and  well,  should  in  a  measure  compensate  tiim 
for  the  aflliction  from  which  he  is  suffering,  he  hav- 
ing become  almost  blind  and  passing  many  ilavs 
which  seem  long  and  dreary.  lie,  however,  has  a 
mind  to  direct  his  farming  operations,  and  is  en- 
abled to  live  comfortabh'  upon  his  little  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  besides  which  he  has  eight  acres  of 
timber.  He  raises  as  much  stock  as  the  place  will 
support  comfortably,  and  in  his  struggles  and  la- 
bors has  been  abl}'  assisted  by  his  estimable  wife — 
a  lady  possessing  all  the  womanly  virtues,  devoted 
to  her  family,  remarkably  industrious  and  frugal, 
and  who  has  ordered  the  ways  of  her  household  in 
the  most  admirable  manner. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  offspring  C)f  an 
excellent  old  famil3',  and  was  one  of  a  pair  of  twins 
born  March  5,  1824,  in  Clark  County,  Ohio.  His 
boyhood  days  were  spent  in  his  native  State,  where 
he  received  a  practical  education  in  the  common 
school,  and  when  reaching  his  majority'  began  farm- 
ing for  himself.  When  twenly-tive  years  old  he 
was  married  in  1819,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Simpkins, 
and  the  young  people  lived  thereafter  for  three 
years  at  the  Thompson  homestead.  In  1852  they 
caine  to  Illinois  and  settled  first  in  Edgar  County, 
where  the\'  sojourned  five  3eais.  Their  ne.xt  re- 
moval was  to  their  present  farm,  which  was  then 
merely  a  tract  of  wild  land  witli  not  a  stick  of  tim- 
ber or  a  shrub  upon  it. 

Our  subject  set  himself  industriously  to  work  for 
liie  improvement  of  his  [uopcrty  ably  assisted  by 
his  faitiiful  wife,  and  making  each  year  some  head- 


way toward  the  desired  end.  After  a  lapse  of  years 
six  children  were  embr.aced  in  the  family  house- 
hold, four  (jf  whom  are  living:  Kowena  Harriet  is 
now  the  wife  of  Silas  IJean,  and  the  mother  of  one 
child  by  her  |)rcsent  husband;  they  live  in  Hodge- 
man County,  Kan.  By  her  fust  marriage  with 
Frank  Funk  she  became  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren ;  .lolin  Henry  married  Miss  Emma  Royer; 
they  live  in  Kansas  Cit_v,  Mo.,  and  have  two  chil- 
dren; Darius  S.  is  unmarried,  and  has  principal 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  -18;),  I.  ().  O.  F.;  Charles  S.  married  Miss  Re- 
becca Hnbliard.  and  lives  in  I'ilot  Townshii),  hav- 
ing no  children. 

Mr.  Thompson  cast  his  lirst  Presidential  vote  for 
Zachary  Taylor,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Old 
Whig  party  until  185G.  when  he  cast  his  lot  with 
the  Republicans  at  the  organization  of  this  part3-. 
He  has  ofiiciated  as  Road  Overseer  in  Edgar  Count}-, 
and  has  been  School  Director  in  his  present  dis- 
trict for  eight  years.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Lodge 
No.  480  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Fithian,  in  which  he  has 
been  Right  Supporter  and  Outside  Guartlian.  !Mrs. 
Thompson  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcoi)al  Cluirch.  Her  parents  were  D.  S.  and 
Rowena  Simpkins,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  na- 
tive of  Maryland,  and  later  removed  with  his  fam- 
\\y  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Clark  County,  where  he  be- 
came prominent  and  well-to-do.  The  parental 
household  included  eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Thom|)5on  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  liirlh.  She 
was  born  Nov.  0,  1.S2S.  in  ^Maryland,  and  received 
an  excellent  education.  Her  parents  spent  their 
last  years  in  Clark  Count}-.  Ohio. 

The  father  of  our  subject  w.as  Jeremiah  C. 
Thompson,  a  native  of  Harper's  Ferrv,  Va.,  and  a 
farmer  by  occuiiation.  He  married  Miss  Susannah 
Wolfe,  a  maiden  of  his  own  township  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Wolfe,  a  native  of  ^'irginia  and  a 
prominent  man  of  his  time,  who  lived  till  nearly 
eighty  years  of  age.  From  the  C)ld  Dominion, 
about  a  year  after  their  m;irriage,  the  parents  (jf 
our  subject  emigrated  to  Clark  County,  Ohio,  set- 
tling among  its  earliest  pioneers.  The  father  in  due 
time  became  owner  of  nearly  400  acres  of  land  and 
was  prominent  in  the  community,  oliiciating  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  occupying  other  jiosition.s 
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of  trust  and  n.'sponsibility.  lie  deparlcd  this  life 
at  the  old  lioinestead  in  I8.J1.  The  nuilhcr  iiad 
preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent  land  eleven 
3-ears,  her  deatii  takiiii^-  plaoe  in  18-10.  The\'  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  cliildien.  the  most  of  whom 
lived  to  mature  3"cars,  and  were  scattered  through 
different  States. 


¥~ILLIAM  CLIP.SON,  deceased,  was  form- 
erly an  honored  resident  of  Vermilion 
County,  with  whose  farming  interests  he 
was  identified.  Coming  here  with  his  family  when 
this  section  of  tlie  country  was  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  pioneers  and  purch.asing  land  in  Catlin  Town- 
ship, he  was  actively  engaged  in  its  improvement, 
and  in  the  few  years  that  he  was  spared  to  the 
community  he  gre.atly  increased  the  value  of  his 
farm.  His  death  when  but  a  few  years  past  the  me- 
ridian of  life  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  lownsliip 
with  whose  interests  his  own  were  bound  up,  and 
his  name  and  mcmor3-  are  still  cherished  here  by 
those  who  knew  him  best. 

-He  was  of  English  birth  and  breeding,  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  May  18,  180C,  and  reared  to  nuui- 
bood  in  a  town  known  as  Minonsby,  where  he 
lived  till  he  vias  about  eighteen  j-ears  old,  when  he 
■went  to  Devonshire,  England.  He  was  first  married 
in  that  shire  to  Jane  Shaw,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  only  two  lived  to  grow  up. 
Catherine  and  .lane.  Catherine  is  tlie  wife  of  jNIil- 
ligan  M.  Moore,  of  Georgetown,  111.  Jane  married 
John  Swanell,  and  died  in  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  in 
1859.  After  his  marriage  j\lr.  Clipson  removed  to 
London,  and  there  his  wife  died  JuU-  1,  1839. 
While  in  Devonshire  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
British  Army,  and  served  as  messman  to  King 
AVilliam.  After  his  removal  to  London  he  served 
on  the  police  force  of  that  city,  and  was  afterward 
inspector  for  the  London  Gas  Comijany  for  some 
ten  or  twelve  3ears,  and  at  the  same  time  was  en- 
gaged in  the  management  of  a  hotel.  He  was  mar- 
ried a  second  time  in  that  city,  his  union  with 
Miss  Matilda  Ann  Barker  being  solemnized  Nov.  5, 
1810.  She  was  born  in  IJuston,  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, Dec.  '22,  1815.    Of  the  thirteen  children  born 


of  hei-  m;n-ri:i-e  witli  our  subject  the  following  six 
grew  to  maturity:  William  II.,  John  C,  .lames, 
Harriet  A.,  Richard.  Alljert.  William  married 
Mirantha  Tipton,  and  they  reside  in  Clarinda, 
Iowa.  John  C.  married  ^largaret Hutchinson,  and 
they  reside  in  Clarinda,  Iowa.  James  married  Cla- 
rissa Douglas,  and  they  reside  in  Catlin  Township. 
Albert  m.arried  I-^thlen  Sanford,  .and  they  reside  in 
Catlin  Township.  Harriet  and  Richard  live  with 
their  mother  on  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  and  Mis.  Clipson  continued  to  live  in  Lon- 
don till  thespringof  1853,  when  they  emigrated  to 
America  with  their  family,  making  the  voyage  on 
a  s.ailing  vessel  in  six  weeks,  and  lan(le<l  in  New 
York,  whence  the}'  came  directly  to  A'ermilion 
County.  They  settled  in  Catlin  Township,  cast- 
ing in  their  lot  with  its  i)ioneers.  and  here  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  having  jjurchased  1(30  acres  of 
wild  la^id.  He  caused  a  good  house  to  be  erected, 
and  made  many  other  sidjstantial  im|)rovements, 
besides  getting  much  of  the  land  under  excellent 
cultivation,  and  was  continually  -increasing  the 
value  of  his  farm,  when  death  closed  his  busy,  use- 
ful career  July  (J,  18G2.  He  was  a  man  of  varied 
experience  in  life;  intelligent  and  thoughtful,  and 
his  place  in  this  township  was  among  its  best  and 
most  desirable  citizens.  He  was  a  f.'iir-minded 
man,  and  was  possessed  of  ripe  judgment,  tact  and 
sound  discretion,  and  was  always  found  to  be  faith- 
ful and  trustworthy  in  his  dealings,  so  that  his  life- 
record  is  without  stain.  His  venerable  widow  is 
still  making  her  home  on  the  old  homestead,  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  that  the  loving  care  of 
iier  children  can  devise.  She  is  a  fine  lady  of  well- 
known  English  stock,  is  hospitable  and  entertain- 
ing, and  with  her  family  occupies  a  high  position 
in  the  social  circles  of  the  community.  She  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  has  been  connected  with  it  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  and  her  conduct  in  the  daily  affairs 
of  life  show  her  to  be  possessed  of  a  trul\-  religious. 
Christian  nature. 

Richard  and  Albert  Clipsun,  sons  of  our  sul)ject, 
have  formed  a  partnership  and  are  extensively  en- 
g.aged  in  the  stock  business.  Besides  having  the 
management  of  the  old  h<iniestead.  they  own  and 
operate  3(50  acres  of  choice  farming   land.     They 
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liiiy  ami  .ship  a  ]a.ViXO  anionnt  of  stock,  liaviii!;'  !^ev- 
cial  moll  in  their  em|)loy  who  are  eny:age(l  all  the 
tiuic  ill  bii3iiig  for  them.  Tlie  fiini  is  well-known 
throughout  this  part  of  the  West  and  stands  high 
in  finnncial  circles,  as  the  Clipson  Bros,  are  known 
to  be  men  of  honor  wlio  are  always  fair  and  up- 
right in  their  dealings.  They  are  men  of  large  en- 
terprise, full  of  energy  and  push,  ami  possess  a 
marked  talent  for  busine.ss,  which  they  oimduet 
sj'stematically  and  after  the  most  apiirovcd  meth- 
ods. Kieliard  Clipson  is  a  nicniher  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Catlin.  and  Allicrl  belongs  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  Camp  of  Catlin. 


-  •->-5=«sJ-i— 
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17--^  UGH  WRIGHT  is  the  son  of  William,  whose 
jfji,  father,  Hugh,  was  a  native  of  Bourbon  Co., 
i*V;^  Ky.,  where  he  married  Miss  Anna  Patter- 
■yQ)  son.  After  their  marriage  they  removed  to 
Bourbon  County-,  Kentuck3',  where  they  located  on 
a  farm  and  reared  llieir  family  of  eight  children. 
viz.:  AVilliam,  John,  Hugh.  Thomas,  Margrcd, 
Fojly,  Peggy,  and  our  subject's  father,  AVilliani. 
The  four  eldest  died  at  an  early  age;  JMargred.  the 
fifth  child,  married  a  INIr.  Piper,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased, after  which  she  was  again  married  to  r.li 
Current,  of  Kentucky,  who  also  died.  She,  how- 
ever, continued  to  live  in  Kentucky.  Poll}'  and 
her  liusband.  Mr.  Piper,  both  died  leaving  two  chil- 
dren; Peggy,  the  seventh,  married  James  Looman. 
who  died.  She  now  resides  in  Kansas.  The  sub- 
ject's father,  the  eighth  and  last  born,  was  married 
ill  Kentucky,  to  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of  Silas  and 
]\[argaret  (Duffy)  Waters. 

The  subject's  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Air- 
ginia  but  removed  to  Kentuekv  when  the  children 
were  young.  In  1828  Hugh's  father  with  his 
family  came  to  this  county;  there  were  at  this  time 
but  three  children,  Hugh.  Silas  and  James.  The 
latter  was  burn  in  Rush  Countj-,  Ind..  where  the 
parents  lived  one  year  previous  to  coining  here. 
Those  born  here  are  John  A..  William  A.,  now  de- 
ceased. Margaret  A.,  wild  died  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years,  and  Klizabeth,  who  married  John  Rut- 
lediTc.     Since   her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Kutledge 


has  lived  in  McLean  County.  The  first  settlement 
made  here  by  the  father  was  some  three  miles  north 
of  Danville.  At  the  time  of  his  location  here  there 
were  but  three  white  families  in  the  village,  this 
part  of  the  county  being  chiefly  occupied  by  In- 
dians. The  land  had  not  yet  come  into  market : 
he.  however,  ventured  to  settle  in  Llie  timber,  and 
reckoned  that  the  prairies  would  never  become 
populated.  The  lii-st  Iionso  was  made  <<f  logs,  and 
the  fireplace  was  concocted  of  a  substance  called 
stone-coal,  which  was  supposed  to  be  lire-prof)f. 
This,  however,  proved  to  be  a  mistake,  for  the  lire 
was  no  sooner  built  than  the  stone-coal  at  once  be- 
gan to  burn,  and  it  was  with  diflicully  that  the 
cabin  itself  was  saved.  After  considerable  exertion 
the  flames  were  extinguished.  Immediately-  after 
this  disaster  what  remained  of  the  coal  chimney 
was  torn  down  and  it  was  replaced  by  a  stick  and 
clay  one. 

The  little  log  cabin  was  soon  surrounded  by  a 
nicely  cultivated  farm,  and  later,  in  its  stead  a 
[iretly  house  might  be  seen.  There  the  family 
lived  for  ten  years.  During  this  time  the  vil- 
lage of  Denmark,  as  it  is  now  called,  was  started. 
It  was  a  rough  frontier  town  situated  near  to  the 
house  of  our  subject's  father.  On  account  of  the 
'manj'  disadvantages  arising  from  their  nearness  to 
Denmark,  the  father  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to 
this  township,  which  was  better  suited  to  his  taste. 
Here  he  spent  his  last  days.  His  death  occurred  in 
1815.  His  wife  survived  him  by  thiity-six  years. 
She  died  at  Farmer's  City,  McLean  Count}',  in 
1881,  her  daughter  being  with  her  at  the  time. 

Hugh  Wright  was  married  first  in  this  county  to 
^liss  ]Manerva,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth 
P.a3'ne,  who  came  from  New  York,  their  native 
citv,  to  be  pioneers  in  this  county.  Of  this  mar- 
riage there  were  six  children:  Margaret,  America, 
.Mary,  Fannie,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Radyinakor.  Clarissa 
and  Fi'ank.  Margaret  and  America  are  "no  longer 
living;  Mary  is  now  Mrs.  .Samuel  A.  Oliver,  and 
resides  in  .Southern  Texas;  Clarissa  married  Mr. 
Staunton  Foster  and  lives  in  this  township;  Fannie 
and  her  husband  are  living  in  Armstrong.  The 
whole  farnilv  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  of  which  the  father  was  a  Class- 
Leader  for  many  years.      Hugh  Wright's  first  wife 
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(lii'd  in  April,  18S1.  Aftec  soven  VL'ars  hu  \v;is 
again  married  to  Mrs.  Stacy  (Potts)  Wikoff.  This 
happy  event  took  place  in  Nov.  1888.  Tty  ber 
first  husband  slie  iiad  tliree  children:  Thomas. 
Ellen  and  James.  AVikoff  is  a  name  well  remem- 
bered among  the  old  families  of  Ohio. 

Jlr.  "Wright  is  tlie  proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  com- 
prising 400  acres  all  under  good  cultivation.  This 
bo  has  made  liis  liome,  adding  yearly  to  it  all  the 
advantages  and  improvements  that  suggest  them- 
selves. An  important  feature  in  his  character  is 
his  business  accuracy  and  punctuality.  These 
enable  hirn  at  any  time  to  command  the  assistance 
of  any  bank  with  which  be  does  business.  Besides 
the  farm  on  which  he  lives,  he  is  the  owner  of  800 
acres,  all  fine  farms,  in  this  township.  His  mill 
has  been  improved  and  an  artesian  well  has  been 
supplemented  to  the  list  of  conveniences  on  his 
premises. 

Mv.  Wright's  father  seems  to  have  been  consti- 
tutionally destitute  of  fear.  He  was  made,  as  it 
were,  witliout  Uiat  peculiar  faculty  which  makes 
people  take  danger  into  the  account  and  try  to 
keep  at  a  distance  from  it.  The  full  pcjssession  of 
this  deficiency  (if  the  phrase  is  not  too  direct  a 
c'ontradiction  in  terms)  is  now  quite  uncommon. 
It  was  therefore  without  trepidation  that  be  made 
a  friend  of  AVapanim,  the  chief  of  an  Indian  tribe. 
The}'  were  in  fact  on  such  friendly  terms  that  I\Ir. 
Wright  did  not  hesitate  to  allow  his  son  Hugh, 
who  was  then  a  child,  to  ride  on  the  Indian's  back 
through  the  woods.  The  tribe  was  at  that  time  a 
peaceful  one. 

One  day  while  talking  with  Mr.  "Wright  the 
chief  requested  him  to  report  anything  that  a  mem- 
ber of  his  tribe  might  do  which  did  not  happen  to 
meet  with  Mr.  Wright's  approbation.  This  request 
was  soon  to  be  made  use  of.  The  occasion  was  as 
follows:  A  stalwart  Indian  came  to  the  house  and 
threatened  to  harm  our  subject's  mother  for  having 
refused  to  give  him  the  eggs  tliat  he  had  asked  for. 
This  fact  was  stated  to  the  chief,  who  bad  the  In- 
dian whipped  most  severely.  The  lash  used  was  a 
stout  one  and  was  plied  by  a  strong  hand.  The 
result  was  that  the  poor  creature's  skin  w.ns  broken 
and  the  raw  bleeding  flesh  exposed.  Still  the  pun- 
ishment was  continued  so  long  that  fully  a  pint  of 


liliiod  must  have  licen  shed.  Mr.  Wright  ami  his 
family  were  called  upon  to  witness  the  scene. 

This  little  incident  is  given  partly  to  direct  at- 
tention lo  the  care  and  assiduitv  with  which  this 
exceptionally  good  cliief  guarded  the  interests  of 
the  white  families  against  the  barbarous  injustice  of 
his  own  men.  Wa|iinim  spoke  English  well,  and 
for  a  man  of  his  type  was  unusuallj-  intelligent. 

Hugh  Wright  was  seventeen  years  old  wIr-u  he 
got  his  first  suit  of  store  clothes,  which  he  bought 
with  the  money  he  himself  had  earned  by  tramping 
out  some  oats  with  horses  and  hauling  them  to 
Chicago,  whore  they  sold  at  ten  cents  per  bushel. 
Ticforc  this  liis  clothes  were  such  as  his  mother 
would  make  b^'  means  of  the  (jld  spinning-wheel. 
He  was  ver^y  proud  of.  his  new  apparel,  which  cost 
him  $10,  the  price  of   100  Inisliclsof  oats. 

^^pjyKOUGK  WIlKHLKi;  .lONKS,  M.  1)..  one 
■ll  (-— ,  of  the  foremost  physicians  of  the  State  uf  llli- 
'^^li  nois,  and  who  has  a  fine  professional  reputa- 
tion beyond  its  borders,  was  born  in  r>ath,  Steuben 
Co..  N.  Y.,  in  Februaiy.  IMIJI).  Dr.  Jones'  father, 
John  S.  Jones,  also  a  physician,  was  born  in  Higli- 
land,  Kings  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  his  father,  John  Jones, 
was  born  in  or  near  New  Yoric  City.  They  were 
of  AVelsb  ancestry.  Dr.  Jones,  father  of  George 
AV,,  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  while  quite 
a  3-oung  man,  and  was  graduated  from  the  medical 
college  at  Albany,  after  which  he  practiced  his[)ro- 
fession  in  New  Y'ork  State  until  1847,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Indiana  and  settled  in  Covington,  pr.'icti- 
cing  there  many  years.  He  removed  from  Coving- 
ton to  Danville,  where  he  died  in  the  fall  of  IsTl, 
but  a  few  months  after  his  last  removal.  Dr. 
Jones,  Sr.,  married  Charlotte  Wheeler,  a  native  of 
Steuben  County,  N,  Y.  llcr  father,  George 
Wheeler,  was  a  nati\-e  of  Connecticut,  and  they 
trace  their  ancestry  to  England,  Tlie  mother  of 
the  subject  of  this  article  still  resides  in  Danville. 
There  were  seven  children  born  to  her:  George 
W,,  James  S.  (deceased),  Lydia,  Frank  and 
Caleb  (deceased),  Mary  S.  and  Lottie  K.  James 
enlisted,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  the  U3d  Indiana 
Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in   as  private,  but  was 
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rapidly  promoted  tliiougli  diffeixMil  ijrades  until  lie 
reached 'tlie  rank  of  <  >iiarterniastir.  lie  suivod 
until  the  closo  of  tlio  war,  ami  i>  imw  dt'coa^ed. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Jones  attended  tlio  luiMic  w-honls  in 
New  York  State  and  later  in  C'ovinicton,  and  linally 
completed  his  Iiterar\-  studies  at  Wabash  College. 
nnd  also  began  the  stuil}^  of  medicine  witii  his 
fatiier  and  uncle  Caleb  Jones,  at  Covington.  lie 
attendeil  several  cuui'ses  vf  lectures  at  a  medical 
college  in  Chicago,  during;  which  time  he  received 
private  instructions  from  Dr.  liyfrnd.  of  that  city. 
In  March,  18G2,  he  was  gradu;iteil.  and  iniuic- 
diately  entered  the  army  as  Acting  .'-burgeon  of  the 
2Gtii  Illinois  Keginient.  After  a  few  months  serv- 
ice in  that  capacity  he  was  tendered  a  commission 
with  the  rank  of  IMajor  and  Suigeon  of  that  regi- 
ment, but  preferred  to  be  with  Ids  brother  in  tlio 
G3d  Indiana,  and  accepted  the  position  of  Assistant 
Surgeon  of  that  regiment,  where  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  For  two  years  he  was  one  of 
the  Surgeons  in  charge  of  the  field  hospital  of  tl)e 
third  division  of  the  23d  army  corjis.  lie  served 
with  .Sl>erman  in  the  Atlanta  cani|)aign,  nnd  also  in 
the  operations  against  Hood's  arni\-  in  Tennessee. 
He  carlies  the  scars  of  the  wound  received  at 
Pumi)kin  ^"ine  Creek,  caused  l)v  the  explosion  of  a 
shell.  After  being  mustered  out  of  the  service  in 
18G5  he  came  to  Danville,  and  at  once  inaugurated 
a  successful  practice.  Dr.  Jones  has  a  brilliant  war 
record,  and  one  of  which  he  can  justly  feel  proutl. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  lisG."), 
to  Emelyn  K.  Enos,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Susan  Enos.  She  is  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Hubert  ^\'.  Dr.  Jf)nes  and 
wife  are  members  of  Holy  Trinil3-  (Episcopal) 
Church.  Politically,  the  Doctor  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  for  man3'  j'ears  has  served  as  a  member 
of  the  Pension  Board,  a  position  he  has  filled  with 
marked  ability.  He  is  a  member  of  the  following 
medical  societies:  The  A'ermiliou  County  ^Medical 
Society-,  The  Illinois  Central,  Chirago  Medical  So- 
ciety, Illinois  State  Medical  Society,  Mississip[)i 
Valley,  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  meeting  of  the  Inter- 
national Medical  Congress  which  met  in  "Washing- 
ton, I).  C.  in  1888,  and  which  was  composed  of 
many  of  the  scientific  men  of  the  world.      "While 


Dr.  Jones  stands  at  the  heiul  of  his  profession  in 
his  portion  of  the  coiintiy,  he  is  reckoned  as  one  of 
the  best  of  neighbors  and  citi/.eiis.  TlieDoctorisa 
member  of  Lodge  No.  O'.K  I.  i>.  ().  !•".,  of  Danville, 
and  also  a  prominent  ;\I;ison.  ollicialing  with  Ori- 
ental Consistory  of  Chic.-igo.  and  several  other 
secret  societies. 


-^vsiriTj.:. — 


?OHN    LEK.MON.     Ihe  man  who  has  llowing 

I 

I     through    his  veins   the    blood    i.if  an    honor- 

;  able  ancestry  has  occasion  for  lieing  iiniud. 
for  he  has  thus  been  endowed  with  thai 
whicli  is  better  than  silver  and  gold.  If  he  has  like- 
wise been  endowed  with  the  wisdom  to  improve  his 
t;dent,  he  is  doubly  fortunate,  for  no  matter  what 
circumstances  surround  him,  he  is  usually  able  to 
fight  his  way  resolutely-  to  success.  Some  men  are 
met  with  seemingly  more  than  their  share  of  ad- 
versitj',  while  the  course  of  others  is  coniiiaralivel}' 
smooth,  but  in  either  event  men  usually  have  about 
all  they  wish  to  contend  with  of  troulile  and  toJL 
Those  who  have  succeed<.d  in  breasting  the  waves 
are  naturallv  looked  u[)  to  by  their  fellow-men. 
among  whom  the}'  become  captains  and  leaders. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  presents  a  fine  illus- 
tration of  the  results  C'f  perseverance,  and  what 
man  may  accomplish  from  a  very  hum  hie  bvgiii- 
iiing.  Commencing  in  life  without  other  resources 
than  his  own  energy  and  resolution,  he  climlied  his 
way  steadil}-  upward  until  he  is  now  a  m.-iu  of 
property  and  importance,  owning  one  of  the  liiiest 
farms  in  Central  Illinois.  This  comprises  1.080 
acres  in  one  body,  occu|)ying  the  greater  portions 
of  sections  1  and  10,  lownshii)  23.  range  12,  the 
residence  being  on  i.  and  the  balance  in  Iroquois 
County  on  the  north,  in  township  24,  range  12 
In  Fountain  Creek  he  has  .j20  acres,  and  120  acres 
near  East  Lynn.  In  Scott  and  Christian  counties 
he  has  an  interest  in  1,7.'^.J  acres.  'J"he  home  farm, 
w  hieli  li.as  naturally  been  under  the  especial  over- 
sight of  the  proprietor,  has  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  mainly  (h'voteil  to  gener.il 
farming  together  with  stock-raising.  The  residence 
with  its  surroundings,  which  are  reiiresentefl  by  a 
lithographic   engraving  <jn   another    page,   givj  it 
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tlie  air  of  plentj  and  comfort  which  is  delightful  to 
coiiteiiiiilate.  Tlic  Lmildiiigs  and  machiner}'  nic 
all  that  is  ri'c|iiiii  d  fcu'  tiie  successful  pn.^secii lion 
of  agricultuie. 

Mr.  Leeuion  was  liorn  of  Seotcli  pareDtai;rc  in 
County  Armagli  in  the  North  of  lieland,  May  8. 
18:.'0,  and  emigrated  to  America  when  he  was 
twenty-two  3ears  old,  coming  dirccll}'  to  Illinois 
and  settling  in  Jersey  Count}-.  He  woriccd  out  by 
the  month,  first  at  ^12,  and  during  the  winter  sea- 
son husked  C'irn  at  tifty  cents  per  da}'  and  board. 
His  wants  ncre  few,  and  at  these  small  wages  he 
managed  to  sa\e  a  little  money  until  he  had  enough 
to  buy  a  team.  This  accomplislied.  he  rented  a 
^  tract  of  land  in  .hnsey  Count}-,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  until  18.50.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
conic  to  this  county  and  purchased  4-lJ:  acres  of 
wild  land.  As  soon  as  possible  he  commenced  its 
improvement  anil  cultivation  at  a  time  when  there 
■was  not  a  house  in  that  vicinity,  excepting  the  one 
occupied  liy  ]\Ir.  Iloopes,  with  whom  he  boarded, 
going  back  and  forth  to  his  place,  two  and  one- 
half  miles,  night  and  morning. 

In  the  fall  uf   l.s.'iTMr.    Leemc^n   put   ujj  a  small 
house  on    his  farm,  and,   like   the   baeliclor  of  old. 
"lived  by  himself,"  until   he   judged   it  pi'udent  to 
take    unto  himself   a    wife.       In  the   meantime  he 
planted  forest   and  fruit  trees,  set   out    a  goodly    j 
amount  of  hedge,  and  instituted  the  improvements    I 
which,   as   time   passed   on.  resulted  in  making  his    j 
farm  a  very  valuable   and    desirable  piece  of   prop-    ' 
erty.      He  has  now  two  windmills  and  a  feedmill,    ( 
his    barn    being  underlaid  with  water-pipes  which    i 
lead   to   various  tanks   wherever   required   for  the   j 
convenience    of    stock.       The  wet    land    has   been    i 
thoroughly  ilraiiied  with   tiling,    which    w-as    con- 
veyed   from    Bloominiiton.       When    Mr.    Leemon    I 
settled  here  wild  animals  of  all  kinds  were  plentiful,    [ 
especially  deer  and  wolves.       He  has  seen  as  nianv 
as  seventy-five   deer   in  one   herd,  while   men   fre- 
quently  got    together    to    hunt  the   wolves,   wliith 
hunger    made    altogether    too   familiar  to   suit  the 
settlers,   sometimes  stealing    the    deer    meat    from 
their  doors.  I 

When  the  time  came  that   Mr.   Lcemon  fell  that    ; 
he  could  justilinbly  assume  the   responsibility  of  a 
family,  he  wasunited  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Lodema   ■ 


j  IJrown,  of  Iiutlcr  Township,  the  wedding  taking 
place  at  Kossvillo  Aug.  20,  1!SG5.  Mr.  and  Jlrs. 
1  Lcemon  conjiiionced  the  journey  of  life  together  in 
their  own  liomo.  and  in  due  time  they  became  tiie 
parents  of  six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
d;;ugliter,  Izelc.  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
The  survivors  are  Lida.  Robert  A..  John  A.. 
diaries  N.  and  Edith,  and  they  are  all  at  home 
with  tlieir  |iarcnls.  being  given  the  training 
and  education  which  will  fit  them  for  their  i)roper 
station  in  life,  as  the  offspring  of  one  of  the  fiist 
families  of  this  county. 

Upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen  Mr.  Lcemon 
iilentified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  but 
in  local  or  State  politics,  votes  independently, 
aiming  to  support  the  men  whom  he  considers  best 
qualified  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  people.  He 
has  been  the  incumbent  of  nearly  every  office  in 
Fountain  Creek  Township.  He  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  eight  years,  also  as  School  Director, 
and  Trustee,  and  Supervisor  for  four  years,  and 
has  uniformly  distinguished  himself  as  a  man  of 
progressive  and  lilieral  ideas — one  willing  to  give 
his  time  and  influence  to  those  enterprises  calcu- 
lated for  tiie  general  good.  He  was  reared  in  tlie 
doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  During  tlie 
early  days  he  labored  early  and  late,  frequently 
plowing  all  night  long  and  resting  a  part  of  the 
day,  on  account  of  the  tlies.  Notwithstanding  this  he 
took  good  care  of  his  health,  never  abusing  himself 
by  using  liquor,  and  is  consequently  still  a  well- 
preserved  man  and  able  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
labors,  now  that  he  is  in  a  condition  to  retire. 
■Many  of  the  enterprises  of  Hoopestown  have  found 
in  ]Mr.  Leemon  a  substantial  friend  and  benefactor. 
He  is  Vice  President  and  Director  of  the  new  bank. 
Thomas  Leemon,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
likewise  a  native  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  to  which 
his  forefathers  had  been  driven  during  the  linns  of 
religious  persecution  in  Sc<jtland.  He  married 
Miss  IClizabeth  Thompson,  and  they  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  all  of  whom  followed  our  sub- 
ject to  America  in  1854,  three  years  after  his  arri- 
val here.  They  sojourned  for  a  time  in  Jersey 
County,  this  Stale,  then  removed  to  Cliri>tian 
County,  where  the  father  died  in  1.-^02.  The 
mother   survivcl    her    husband    some     years,    and 


POm'RAIT  AND   r.Ior.RAl'HICAL  ALBUM. 


299 


spent  lier  last  days  witli  her  son  .lulm.  parsing 
awiij'  i'l  1883.  Samuel  and  William  Lcemi>n,  tlie 
two  brotliers  of  our  subject,  are  residents  of  Chris- 
tian County.  Mrs.  Leesnou  was  born  near  Lock- 
port,  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and  when  al)0ut 
seventeen  years  old  emigrated  with  her  parents  to 
Indiana,  wliere  she  lived  until  about  twentj'-two 
vears  old.  They  then  removed  to  East  Lynn,  this 
count}-.  Her  father,  Jolin  Brown,  spent  liis  last 
days  in  Mar3-sville.  IvastTenn.,  whoro  he  died  son\e 
years  ago.  The  mother.  Mrs.  Catherine  (Bears) 
Brown,  still  lives,  and  maizes  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years. 


^TJOIIN  R.  TIIOJIPSON.  Few  men  are  bet- 
ter known  throughout  Oakwooil  Townsiii)) 
tlian  Mr.  Tliompson.  He  owns  a  good  farm 
of  COO  acres,  on  sections  21  and  25.  wlicro  lie 
has  effected  most  of  the  improvements  upon  it, 
erecting  the  barn  and  other  buildings,  and  himself 
clearing  150  acres.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of 
sheep-raising — Shropshires  and  Merinos — and  has 
prol)al)ly  had  a  larger  experience  in  this  industry 
than  any  other  man  in  the  county.  In  this  he  has 
been  uniformly  successful,  and  maintains  that  the 
only  money  he  has  ever  made  and  saved,  he  has 
accumulated  in  this  manner.  He  has  also  dealt 
largel}'  in  cattle,  swine  and  general  farm  produce, 
and  cultivates  2.30  acres,  which,  from  its  soil  and 
location,  is  classed  among  the  best  land  in  the 
township.  He  is  a  lover  of  the  etjuine  race  like- 
wise and  has  four  fine  specimens  of  thorough-bred 
Kentucky  running  stock,  two  of  Harkaway,  one  of 
Gloster,  and  one  from  Laurence,  promising  young 
horses,  who  will  probably  make  a  fine  record.  ISIr. 
Thompson  proposes  retiring  from  active  labor  in 
the  near  future,  which  he  can  well  afford  to  do, 
having  an  ample  competence. 

The  eighth  in  a  family  of  eighteen  children,  our 
subject  was  born  April  12,  1830,  in  Washington 
County,  Pa.  His  parents  were  Joseph  and  Nancy 
(.Stoughton)  Thompson,  natives  respectively  of 
New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  native  of  Wales,  whence  he  emi- 
grated   to   America    at     an     early    day.      Joseph 


I  Thompson  and  his  wife  spent  tlicir  entire  lives  in 
j  their  native  St.ate,  the  father  dying  in  1.8(;5.  and 
j  the  mother  in  1880.  Thirteen  of  their  children 
i  lived  to  mature  years,  and  ten  are  still  lixiuu.  nialc- 
I  ing  their  homes  mostly  in  Pennsylvania,  Oiiio,  llli- 
■    nois  and  Kansas. 

j        The  boyhood  d;iys  of  Mr.  Thompson  were  spent 
I    in  his  native  county  and  hi.s  education  was  acquired 
;    in  the  distrii-t  school,  after  which   he  engaged   in 
,    farm   work  until  1851.       Then,  having  reached  his 
majority,  he  started   for  the  farther  \\'e.st.    landing 
1    in  this  county  and  for  six  years  thereafter  operated 
i    as  a  shepherd,  thus  gaining   his  knowledge  of   the 
proper  care  ami  treatment-of  sheei).      He    watched 
j    his  flocks  on  the  wild  prairie  ^vhen  the  settleis  were 
few  and  far  between  and    occupying  farms   within 
a  mile  of  the  timber.       In   coming  to  Illinois  -Mr. 
Thompson  drove  a  flock  of  1,300  sheep  for  another 
I    man.  Ijeing  sixty-six  da^-s  on  the  way.  lie  attended 
these  until  the  spring  of   1852  then  returned  to  his 
native  .State  rtnd  returned   with  a  flock  of  1,500  to 
this  county,  making  the  entire  distance  on  foot  and 
consuming  seventy-two  da.ys. 
i        On  the  27  of    November,  1856.  our  sulijeot  was 
I    united  in  marriage  with  Miss  lOlizabeth.  daughter 
of    David    C.    Wright,   who    h.ad   died    previously. 
Tlie  young  people   commenced  the  journey  of  life 
together  on  a  rented  farm  which  the}-  occupieil  three 
years,  Mr.   Thompson   still   maintaining   his  inter- 
est  in  sheep,  which  he  began    to  raise   in    goodly 
numbers  and  which  brought  him  handsome  returns. 
In  (hie  time  he    purchased  lUO  acres  of  land  adja- 
cent to  that  which  he  now  owns.      He  lived    upon 
this  four  3'ears,  then  sold  it  and    purchased    190 
acres,  partly  improved  and  near  the  timber.  Three 
years  later  he   sold  out  once   more  and    [lurcha-ed 
his  present  farm. 

To  Mr.  ami  Mw  Thoni|)son  there  were  born 
twelve  children,  one  of  whom  died  young.  The 
survivors-form  an  unusually  bright  and  interesting 
group,  of  which  the  parents  are  justly  proud.  The 
eldest,  Joseph  Morton,  married  .Miss  Molly  .Steen 
and  is  a  leading  niemljcr  of  the  ( r.  A.  R..  of  Dan- 
ville. D.  Lincoln  married  Miss  Melissa  Hall  and 
is  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Thompson  Bros.. 
general  merchants  at  Fithian;  he  has  two  children. 
Annie,    Mrs.  Elijah    Board,  is    the   mother   of  one 
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child  and  lives  in  Onkwood  Townsliip:  Nellie  F., 
.lolni  R..  (icitio  E..  ri^-sscs  S..  KraiR-ieun.  M.-nuk-. 
Iliii-rison  niid  DoUie.  arc  at  ln.mic  with  tlu'ir  [ja- 
I'cnts.  Tlie  fiirii  of  Tlionipsoii  Bros.,  is  omspiciious 
for  its  ndmiralile  business  abilities  and  has  few 
equals  in  this  pari  nf  the  rouulry.  The  eliildreii 
of  our  subject  have  all  Ijeen  u'iveii  an  exfollent  edu- 
cation, four  of  the  six  eldest  receiving  first-grade 
certilieates.  Joseph  31.  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  rccei^■ing 
special  instrueti(jn  fi'om  Judge  C'oolev. 

Mr.  Thompson  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket,  being  the  only  one  of  seven  brothers  who 
cast  his  lot  with  this  party — the  other  six  and  the 
the  father  being  staunch  Democrats.  lie  has  olli- 
ciated  as  School  Director  most  of  the  time  since 
coming  to  Oakwood  Township  and  has  been  Path- 
master  for  many  years.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
the  I.  O.  (_).  F.  at  Fithian  and  has  passed  all  the 
Chairs  and  through  the  Encampment.  A  inr.n 
n(?vcr  idle  when  there  is  anything  to  do,  he  has 
made  for  himself  a  good  record  in  point  of  industry 
and  perseverance.  One  of  the  most  fortunate 
things  which  has  fallen  to  his  lot  is  his  estimable 
and  sensible  wife,  a  lady  greatly  esteemed  in  her 
community  foi'  her  excellent  (jualities  of  character 
and  her  ilevotion  to  her  family. 

Mrs.  'i1iom|j>oii  was  the  eldest  child  of  her  pa- 
rents and  was  burn  Dec.  2G,  1837,  in  Champaign 
County,  111.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  her  pa- 
rents three  are  now  living,  one  residing  in  Iowa 
and  one  in  Nebraska.  Her  grandfather,  John  B. 
Wright,  of  Pennsylvania.  romo\-ed  first  to  Indiana 
and  then  to  thisc(junty  of  which  lie  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers. 

WTLLIAM  WIL.SON  BUCHANAN,  junior 
memlier  of  the  lirni  of  Crinimins  i\:  Buclia- 
^  ,,  nan.  is  with  his  piartner  (jpcrating  the  liv- 
ery stable  at  Sidell.  and  is  higlily  poiiular  among 
the  residents  of  this  well-regulated  little  village. 
He  also  operates  considerably  as  an  auctioneer  and 
salesman.  He  is  a  man  of  undoubted  ability,  and 
fine  personal  apiiearaine,  and  possesses  those  correct 
ideas  in  relation   to   both   public  and  private  life 


from  which  s[)ring  the   better  elements  of  society. 
He  was  born    in  Ocntry    County,  ^It^.,  !March    17, 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Enoch  and  Su- 
san (]5eard)  Buchanan,  the  father  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  the  mother  of  Kentucky.  The  paternal  grand- 
father removed  from  the  Buckeye  State  and  settled 
in  Edgar  County-,  III.  about  1S45,  bringing  his 
family  with  iiim.  He  and  his  father  both  served 
in  the  war  of  1S12.  The  Buchanan  family  is  of 
Scotch  ancestr\-  and  up<in  coming  to  this  C(nintiy, 
settled  in  Pennsjlvania  where  tbe3' carried  on  farm- 
ing. Thej'^  were  a  large,  muscular  set  of  people 
and  usually  thrifty  and  well-to-do.  ICnoch  Bucha- 
nan was  reared  to  manhood  in  Edgar  County,  this 
State,  l)Ut  was  married  in  Vermilion  County, 
whence  he  moved  to  Missouri  about  1854,  settling 
on  a  farm  near  Fairview.  The  troubles  diu-ing  the 
Civil  War  induced  him  to  return  to  Illinois  and  in 
the  meantime  his  property  was  destroyed.  He  was 
thus  left  without  resources,  but  set  himself  to  work 
and  was  prospered,  finally  becoming  the  owner  of 
a  farm  in  Carroll  Townslii|).  He  departed  this 
life  in  1878  after  an  active  career  of  fift}-  years. 
The  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  with 
our  suliject;  she  is  now  fifty-eight  years  old. 
Their  four  children  weie  named  respecti\el3-,  Saiah, 
John,  AVilliam  Wilson  and  Elizabeth.  T'he  eldest 
daughter  is  a  resident  of  Carroll  Township;  John 
died  at  the  age  of  one  3ear;  Elizabeth  became  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  IJIack,  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Carroll,  Townsliip. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  eilucation  in  the  com- 
mon school  and  as  his  father's  business  called  the 
latter  awa^'  from  home,  William  W.,  being  the 
only  son,  necessarily  assumed  the  respuu>ibilitv 
of  looking  after  the  family,  although  but  twenty 
years  of  age.  In  1878  3Ir.  Buchanan  engaged  in 
the  sewing  machine  business  which  he  followed  un- 
til the  spring  of  1880.  At  the  same  time  he  super- 
intended the  operatii^n  of  his  farm.  He  was 
married  in  1881  to  Miss  Alice  C.  (iilroy  at  her 
home  in  Carroll  Townshif).  Mrs.  I'.uchan.in  is  the 
daughter  of  William  an<l  Elizabeth  (Beard)  Gilroy, 
whose  parents  came  to  this  count}'  in  18  1.5  and 
were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Carroll  Town- 
ship.      The    mother   is  still   living  and  makes  her 
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huine  in  Butler  CVjiiiity,  Kan.;  slie  is  .iImhiI  fifty- 
Iwo  \  t'ais  old.  Of  lior  first  innj  riri_i;e  tlicix'  was 
liDin  one  cliilil  imVv — ^Irs.  liiieiianan.  Afli'i'  tlif 
ilcalli  of  lioi-  fiist  liushniiil  she  was  inai'i-ie<l  twice, 
Iia\  ing  three  ehildien  l)y  tlie  second  linsl)and  and 
one  liy  tlic  third. 

Mrs.  Buchanan  was  reared  to  wonianliood  in 
Carroll  Township,  tiiis  eonnty,  and  completed  her 
studies  in  the  llii;li  School  at  Iiidianola.  Ol"  hci' 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  horn  four 
children — Essie,  Leila,  Floy  E.  and  l-',lim.  Mi-. 
Buchanan,  politicallj'.  votes  the  J5emocratic  ticket 
and  socially  belongs  to  the  Modern  'Woodinen 
Catnp  at  Indianola.  The  tiirn  of  which  he  is  a 
member  was  oruanized  April  17.  18S',).  luit  not- 
withstanding the  business  is  comparatively  new,  is 
in  tlic  enjoyment  of  a  good  patronage.  Tiiey  have 
put  in  an  excellent  stock  of  new  buggies  and 
harness,  have  good  horses,  and.  in  fact,  conduct 
tiicir  enterprise  in  a  manner  which  makes  it  ex- 
tremely popular  among  the  people  of  this  region. 
They  are  consequently  justified  in  their  expectations 
of  the  future. 

Aside  from  his  livery  business  Mr.  Buchanan  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  auctioneers  of 
this  county,  operating  principally  along  its  south- 
ern line.  He  has  been  in  practice  for  the  last  five 
years,  his  transactions  being  principally  in  live- 
stock deals.  He  is  thus  widely  known  throughout 
Western  Indiana  and  Northern  Illinois.  He  also 
oUiciated  as  Constable  of  Carroll  Township. 

<JI  I^TLLI  AM  DAVIS.  The  man  who  has  thought 
W,  Ay*  much  and  studied  much,  and  whose  cbar- 
^/^  acter  has  commended  itself  to  his  fellow- 
men,  naturally  has  an  influence  in  shaping  their 
views  and  opinions;  and  this  influence  will  be  felt 
long  after  he  has  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  Here 
and  there  we  find  one  far  in  advance  of  his  age — 
one  whose  children  will  probably  live  to  see  the 
lime  when  his  prophecies  will  have  been  fulfilled 
and  his  ideas  adopted  by  a  later  generation.  These 
thoughts  inv(.)luutaril}'  arise  in  contenipl.ating  the 
cireer  of  ]\Ir.  Davis,  who  is  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  possessing  a  mind  filled  with 


those  broad  and  iihil.uitliropic  ideas  which  must 
neces-iarily  in  time  become  of  hciiefit  to  the  human 
race.  He  was  born  with  a  natural  antipalliv  to 
tyranny  in  all  its  lornis,  liclic\ing  with  Patrick 
Henry,  that  deatli  is  prelViable  to  <ii)pi-cs?i(.)n.  He 
is  totally  avei'se  to  trusts  and  monoi)olics  and  when- 
ever opportunity  occurs  lifts  u|(  his  voice  against 
those  cori)orations  which  have  proved  the  ruin,  not 
only  of  individuals,  hut.  sometimes  aliii(i--t  of  entire 
C(.imniunities. 

Mr.  Davis  was  one  of  the  earliest  jnoneers  of 
Vermilion  County  and  was  at  an  early  dayacknfiwl- 
edged  as  one  of  its  leading  men.  He  was  liurn  in 
Guernsey  County,  ()hio,  Jan.  :'.'),  if^lLand  was  the 
third  in  a  family  of  ten  ehildien.  the  olT.-.pring  of 
Henrv  and  Rachel  (Polock)  Da\is,  both  nati\es  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  father  born  in  Gieeuo 
County.  The  paternal  grandfather,  also  a  native 
of  the  Keystone  State,  was  a  patriot  of  tiie  Revolu- 
tionary War,  after  which  he  settled  in  Ohio,  reared 
two  families  of  twelve  children  each  and  departed 
this  life  about  18'23.  Grandfather  Polock  (Med  in 
Guernsey  County  about  1820.  This  branch  of  tlie 
Davis  family  was  of  Dutch  ami  Welsh  descent  while 
the_  Polocks  traced  their  ancestry  to  Irelaiul.  Henry 
Davis  occupied  himself  largely  as  a  farmer  and  was 
also  successfully  engaged  in  raising  tobacco. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  after  marriage  lived 
in  Pennsylvania  two  years,  then  in  1807  made  their 
way  to  the  young  State  of  Ohio,  accompanied  by 
grandfather  Polock.  and  settled  in  Guernsey 
County.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Illi- 
nois in  1818.  The  father  survived  his  wife  five 
years,  dying  in  1853.  They  came  to  Illinois  in 
the  fall  of  1836.  Mr.  Davis,  prior  to  this,  had  vis- 
ited Illinois  four  times,  being  determined  to  settle 
here.  Five  of  their  children  are  still  living,  making 
their  homes  in  Illinois  and  Iowa. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  suliject  were 
spent  amid  the  wild  scenes  of  |)ioncer  life  during 
the  early  settlement  of  Ohio  and  he  naively  states 
that  the  only  bear  hunt  he  ever  took  part  in  was 
when  he  was  five  months  old  and  his  fallior  killed 
the  bear.  He  attended  school  two  months  in  the 
winter  season  for  a  few  yeai's,  an<l  after  reaching 
his  majorit\'  began  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own.      In  the  fail  of 
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1834,  he  was  m.iniecl  tu  Misi  Elizabetli,  cliiughter 
of  David  Ilaycs  of  'Wasliiiigton  Couiiti',  I'a.  The 
young  couple  thirteen  days  afterward  ?l:utod  for 
Illinois  witli  a  wagon  and  accompanied  by  an  uncle 
of  our  subject  and  his  brother  Azariah  with  his 
wife  and  child.  The\'  were  nineteen  days  on  the 
journey'  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  walked  nearly  all 
the  waj'. 

Mr.  Davis  received  from  hi;  father  seventy-seven 
acres  of  land  in  Vance  Township,  this  county,  npon 
which  was  a  hewed  log  cabin.     The  newly  wedded 
pair  had  brought  with  them  a  couple  of  beds  and    \ 
a  few  things  stowed  away  in  sacks,  while  Mr.  Davis    i 
had  his  ax  and  gun.  Two  hours  after  reaching  their    : 
destination    they    were  visited  b3-    prairie    wolve^ 
which  were  frequent  callers  for  many  yeais  after- 
ward. After  obtaining  son)e  wheat  which  had  Iieen 
raised  on  his   jiLace  the  year  before,  Mr.  Da\  is  re- 
paired to   iCugene,  Ind..    and    selling    this    wheat,    j 
purchased  a  few  cooking  utensils.       He    and    his    \ 
wife  had  stools  to  sit  ui)on  and  a  table   made  by 
boring  holes  in  the  log  wall  of  their  dwelling,  driv-    i 
ing  in  a  cou|ile  of  pins    and    laying  a  few  slabs 
across. 

In  those  daj's  there  were  onl}'  a  few  hoiiges 
between  C'allin  and  Sidney.  Homer  was  not  in 
existence.  The  Wabash  Railway  track  was  sur- 
veyed in  1837.  Our  subject's  little  farm  was 
partly  broken  before  it  became  his,  his  father 
giving  him  the  deed  for  it  in  18o7.  He  was  suc- 
cessful in  his  first  farming  operations,  altliough  he 
had  very  crude  implements  with  which  to  culti- 
vate the  soil  and  no  help  save  that  of  his  wife. 
He  struggled  along  in  the  new  country  and  grew 
slowly  with  it.  He  thinks  the  most  prosperous 
times  for  this 'section  were  Ijctween  1850  and  1860 
and  the  two  years  following  the  close  of  the  war. 

Ten  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis,  seven  of  -whom  grew  to  m.ature 
years.  Rachel  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  IJoudebush 
who  is  now  deceased;  she  has  four  children  and 
lives  near  Portland.  Ore.;  Edith  married  Ben- 
jamin Browning  and  became  the  mother  of  four 
children;  they  live  near  Sacramento,  Cal.;  D.  Cook 
married  for  his  second  wife  a  Mrs.  ^Miller  of  Pen- 
field,  111.,  and  thej'  have  six  children;  Henry  is 
written  of  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Jemima  is  the 


wife  of  Sullivan  Cox,  lives  in  Dement  and  1ms  one 
child:  Lydia,  E..  the  wife  of  Gcorire  AV.  Bnird.  is 
the  mother  ot  four  children  and  they  live  in  Vance 
Townshij). 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Hayes)  Davis  departed  this  life 
at  the  Lomcsteail  in  the  fall  of  18G1. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  matrirannial  al- 
liance Aug.  21.  18G3,  with  Miss  Mary  C,  daughter 
of  Lawrence  T.  Catlett  and  sister  of  Hiram  and 
Harold  Catlett  of  Vance  Township.  Mrs.  Davis 
was  the  third  in  a  family  of  twelve  childien  and 
was  born  Aug.  23,  1821,  in  Charlottesville,  Va. 
She  attended  school  for  a  time  in  her  native  State 
and  completed  a  good  education  in  Ohio.  She  fol- 
lowed the  profession  of  a  teacher  for  some  years 
prior  to  her  marriage.  The  family  caoie  to  Illinois  • 
in  184G  and  Miss  Mary  taught  school  for  some 
time  in  this  county.  She  is  a  most  estimable  and  - 
Worthy  lady,  kind,  generous  and  hospitable  and 
especi'.dl}'  attentive  to  thosi;  in  aflliction.  She  has 
alwaj'S  been  interested  in  educational  matters  and 
donated  %<75  from  her  own  private  purse  to  the 
university  at  I'pper  Alton.  She  also  gave  §50  to 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Danville  of  which  both  she 
and  her  husband  have  been  members  for  many 
years,  Mr.  Davis  serving  as  Deacon  and  Trustee 
and  both  laboring  earnestly  in  the  Sund.ay-school. 
The  health  of  ^Slrs.  Davis  for  the  past  two  years 
has  been  delicate,  preventing  her  from  pursuing 
this  good  work  as  she  would  have  liked. 

Mr.  Davis,  more  fortunate  than  manv  of  his  com- 
peers, financially,  received  -^2.500  from  his  father  and 
had  the  good  judgment  to  t.ake  care  of  it  and  add  to 
it.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  about  1,000  acres  of  land 
in  this  count}'  and  five  good  houses.  He  has  an 
interest  in  the  imi>lement  firm  of  Davis  &  Stearns, 
and  also  in  a  large  grain  warehouse.  Besides  this 
he  owns  fifteen  or  eighteen  lots  in  Fairmount  and 
has  given  to  each  of  his  children  ?3,500.  He 
donated  §1,000  to  the  Douglas  University  at  Chi- 
cago. 8500  to  the  Wabash  Railroad,  -i^oOij  to  the 
university  at  Upper  Alton  and  h.as  alw.ays  been  a 
liberal  supporter  of  the  schools,  churches  and  other 
worthv  enterprises  in  this  County.  His  estate  is 
valued  at  §00.000.  While  Inisy  with  the  accumu- 
lation of  this  world's  goods  for  himself  lie  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that   the  needy  have  never 
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been  turned  empty  from  his  door.  He  sympatliizts 
with  those  h'ss  furlimate  than  himself  and  none  are 
nunc  really  to  aid  those,  who  will  try  to  hel|)  them- 
selves. 

The  first  presidential  vote  of  'Slv.  Davis  was  cast 
in  1832  for  Andrew  Jaekson,  and  he  has  been  a 
uniform  supporter  of  the  Denioeratic  part^-  until 
187G,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  Greenbaeker. 
Taking  a  lively  interest  in  polities,  lii>  expressed  sen- 
timents have  always  been  pnre  and  upriiiht  and  could 
lie  have  his  way  there  would  lie  no  wire-workinu  and 
no  politieal  dishonesty.  During  the  election  of 
1888  he  sup|)orted  the  Union-Labor  nominee  and 
lie  h.as  favored  the  election  of  a  Greenbaeker.  He 
is  rather  opposed  to  secret  societies  and  has  held 
aloof  from  them.  He  served  as  School  Director 
man}'  years  and  for  s(.'veral  terms  ofliciated  as 
Roud  Overseer.  Few  men  have  kept  themselves 
more  conversant  with  matters  of  general  interest 
to  the  intelligent  citizen,  and  few  have  been  of  more 
essential  aid  in  supporting  the  various  worthy  en- 
terprises tending  to  elevate  society  and  benelit  the 
community. 


^^p^EORGK  HOAGLAXD.  In  the  fall  of  18C0 
'11  s=7  tiieie  might  have  been  seen  wending  their 
^^^5!  way  across  the  new  country,  a  young  man 
with  bis  wife  and  four  children,  intent  upon  mak- 
ing a  home  in  a  new  section,  and  practically  grow- 
ing up  with  tlie  country.  Few  men  had  settled  at 
tliat  time  in  township  23,  range  12,  where  our  sub- 
ject secured  120  acres  on  section  32.  Upon  this 
land  there  w.as  a  small  house,  into  which  he  moved 
his  family,  and  made  them  as  comfortable  as  pos- 
sible. Little  of  the  land  around  tbem  had  been 
fenced  or  cultivated,  while  deer,  wolves  and  other 
wild  animals  had  scarcely  learned  to  be  afraid  at 
the  approach  of  man.  The  nearest  trading  jioint 
was  at  Rossville,  and  for  anything  out  of  the  com- 
mon line  of  merchandise  Mr.  Hoaglnnd  wasobligL-d 
to  reitair  to  Danville,  Attica  or  Paxton,  twentv 
miles  away. 

Our  subject  came  a  long  distance  from  his  liirth- 
place  to  sceic  a  permanent  home,  having  first  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  on   the   Atlantic    coast.    New 


Jersey,  :May  1.).  1802.  There  he  spent  the  (list 
nineteen  years  of  his  life,  and  then  eniigr;itccl  with 
bis  parents  lo  llninilton  Cininty.  Lid.,  where  they 
were  among  tlii'  earliest  pioneers.  Li  due  time  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Van  Zniit.  wUo  died, 
leaving  one  child.  His  second  wit'v  was  Rachel 
tushman.  and  to  tlieni  there  wore  born  live  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Jonathan  C.  who  lives  on  the  farm 
with  Ills  father,  is  the  only  snl■^•ivol•. 

Our  sulrject  first  cleared  cigiity  acres  from  the 
wilderness,  then  sold  out,  and  intrch.ased  tliatwiiich 
he  now  owns  and  occui.ies.  He  Iniilt  this  up  fnnn 
the  raw  prairie,  and  has  given  to  it  the  laltor  of 
many  years  in  bringing  it  to  its  present  position, 
besides  a  generous  outlay  of  money.  Altiioutrh 
now  quite  well  advanced  on  the  down  hill  of  life, 
he  retains  much  of  the  activity  of  his  former  vears, 
and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  current  events. 
He  voted  for  both  the  Harrisons,  and  no  man  has 
rejoiced  more  in  the  results  of  the  war  which 
broughfabout  freedom  and  preserved  tin'  Union. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Bai)tist  Church  since 
1828,  and  is  of  that  kindly  and  geni.al  disposition 
which  has  made  him  fricnils  wherever  he  has  so- 
journed. 

Jonatb.an  C.  Iloagland,  the  only  living  child  of 
our  subject,  w.as  born  in  Indiana,  Ajiril  24,1840, 
and  lived  there  until  comiiij^'  to  this  countv,  in 
18C0.  Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  CiviMVar 
he  enlisted  in  Company  E.  149th  Illinois  Infantry, 
which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
This  regiment,  however,  while  before  Atlanta  dur- 
ing the  siege  of  the  city,  was  not  called  u[)(in  to 
do  any  active  fighting,  but  w.as  simply  assigned  to 
guard  duty.  They  received  their  honorable  dis- 
charge, and  were  mustered  out  in  18GG.  Mr.  Iloag- 
land then  returned  to  this  count}-,  and  engaged  in 
farming  with  his  father,  and  has  since  remained  a 
resident  here. 

Jonathan  ('.  Iloagland.  son  of  our  subject,  was 
married  on  the  21th  of  December.  IsiTl.to  .Mis-; 
Reliecca  Sanders,  of  Lutler  Townsblp.  The  three 
children  boin  to  them — Rose  K.,  Marv  M.  and 
Floia  B. — are  all  living  at  home  with  their  |iarenls. 
Jonathan  C.  Iloagland  ha>  been  Srliool  Direc- 
tor in  his  dist)  ict  several  1(-rm>.  and,  liki'  Iiis  hon- 
ored father,  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  nci:,dib<us. 
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Mrs.  riei)iL;o  lIoaLilaiid,  wife  of  oiir  s^iiliJL'ct.  was 
lioni  in  l'tiiiisylvani:i,  .Inly  .'SO,  isi.").  anil  removed 
with  lior  parents  to  Indiana  whrn  a  maidennf  eigh- 
teen years.  She  reniainr(l  under  the  paieiitil  re>fif 
nntil  iiei'  inarriaL;e.  Her  father,  Thomas  C'n-iiinan. 
was  a  farmer  l)y  Oeeiqiation,  and  >pent  liis  last 
years  in  Indiana. 

Charles  I'.arens,  the  urnndson  of  our  subjeet,  and 
the  child  of  his  dan<,'hter,  Mai-y.  resides  at  the 
liomestend.  John  linrcns.  his  father,  afti  r  his  mar- 
riage with  !Miss  Iloagland,  loeatcd  in  Grant  Tc^wn- 
ship,  and  the_v  became  the  [larents  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter,  one  oldei'  than  Charles,  and  two 
younger. 

•  ^{^5  ■ 

";f_^ENRY   LLOYD,  a  veteran  of  the  late  war. 

I  )|  "'liei'eiii  he  did  loyal  service  for  his  adopted 
'iV^    country',  is  one  of   the   leading   citizens   of 

(^j  Catlin  Township,  prominent  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  public  affairs,  and  closely  identified 
with  its  material  interests  as  an  intelligent,  pro- 
gressive farmer,  stock-raiser,  and  stock-dealer. 
His  farm  on  section  34,  with  its  broad,  well-tilled 
acres,  its  orderly,  commodious  buildings,  and  jilcas- 
aut  dwelling  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  and  at- 
tractive places  in  tiiis  part  of  Vermillion  County. 
Mr.  Llo3'd  i-;  of  good  English  stock,  and  is  him- 
self a  native  of  the  mother  country,  born  in  Berk- 
shire, April  5.  1811.  His  parents,  Richard  C.  and 
Susan  (Wicks)  Lloyd,  were  also  bora  in  England. 
and  were  life-long  residents  of  the  old  country, 
dying  in  Berkshire.  Tliey  were  jieople  of  sterling 
worth,  well  thought  of  by  their  neighbors,  and  they 
tv.ained  their  seven  children  to  habits  of  useful- 
ness and  honest}-. 

Henry  Lloyd  was  the  fourth  child  of  tiie  family 
and  the  years  of  his  boyhood  were  passed  among 
the  pleas.ant  scenes  of  his  native  land.  In  18,j8, 
■when  seventeen  years  of  age  he  left  his  old  home, 
ambitious  to  see  more  of  life  and  to  avail  himself 
of  the  many  advantages  offered  liy  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  poor  youth  of  other  coun- 
tries to  make  their  way  in  the  world  to  [)ositions  of 
comfort  and  even  aflluence.  After  landing  on 
these  shores  he  came  to  Catlin  Townshi[i,  of  which 
lie  has    been  a    resident    since,    excei)ting   during 


the  trying  times  of  tlie  great  Rebellion,  when  with 
a.  iiatriotisni  not  exceeded  \>y  those  native  and  to  the 
manor  born,  he  bravely  consecrated  his  young  life 
to  the;  defence  of  the  land  of  his  adoption.  In 
August,  1862,  tearing  himself  aw.a}'  from  his  little 
family,  and  la3ing  aside  all  business  interests,  he 
enlisted,  and  in  tiie  following  September  he  was 
mustered  into  Company  G,  12yth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  was  in  the  army  until  after  the  war  closcfl. 
lie  took  an  active  pirt  in  the  battles  of  Perrvville. 
Mission  Ridge,  second  liatlle  of  Mission  Rlilge, 
battle  of  Dallas,  and  was  with  Gen.  Sherman  in  his 
famous  march  to  the  sea.  During  two  years  of  his 
service  he  was  detailed  to  haul  ammunition.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  .June  9,  18G.5,  and  re- 
turning to  Catlin,  resumed  his  former  vocation. 
The  first  four  years  after  coming  to  Catlin  Town- 
ship he  was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business,  but 
aside  from  that  he  has  been  occupied  in  farming  an<I 
in  raising,  buying  and  shipi)ing  stock  quite  ex- 
tensively, lie  owns  2-10  acres  of  choice  land,  all 
improved,  and  amply  suiiplied  with  excellent 
buildings  for  all  necessary  purposes  and  with  mod- 
ern machiner}'  fur  facilitating  the  labors  of  the 
farm. 

;Mr.  Lloyd  and  .Miss  Sarali  C  hurch  were  united 
in  marriage  in  Catlin  Townshii),  Dee.  20.  ISijO. 
and  nine  children  have  been  born  to  them — Edwin 
C,  who  died  when  ten  and  a  half  months  old  ; 
Maria  L.  is  the  wife  of  jVbraham  Wolf;  two  who  died 
in  infancy;  Alice  E.,  Fred  R.,  Fannie  K..  lulwin 
II.,  and  William  R. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  is  like  her  husband,  a  native  of 
England,  bom  in  London  .Jan.  7,  1814.  In  18.')0, 
when  she  was  six  j^ears  of  age,  her  parents.  Henry 
and  Sophia  (I'uze}')  Church,  who  were  likewise  of 
English  birth,  brought  her  to  this  countiy.  They 
cast  their  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Catlin 
Township,  and  passed  their  remaining  days  here. 
They  had  seven  children,  Mrs.  Lloyd  being  the 
youngest.  She  is  a  v.oman  of  a  haiipy.  amiable 
disi)osition,  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  her. 
and  is  a  member  in  high  standing  of  the  .Methodist 
Church. 

Mr.  Lloyd  is  a  frank,  open  hearted  man.  gifted 
with  rare  energy  and  stability  of  character.  His 
public  »i)irit  is   well  known,   and   any  good  scheme 
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that  will  ill  any  way  promote  the  best  interests  of 
tlie  township  is  sure  to  meet  with  his  cordial  ai»- 
proval  and  sul)slantial  supjjort.  His  fellow-eiti- 
zcns  have  often  calli'd  iqion  liim  fur  advice  in 
weiirlily  matters,  and  as  a  i)ul)lic  olllcial  he  lias 
shown  Iiis  disinterested  regard  for  the  welfare  of 
the  community.  lie  has  been  Road  Commissioner 
three jears,  Township  Collector  two  years.  .School 
Director  six  years,  and  \'ice-rresident  of  the 
Vermilion  Agricultural  .Society  seven  years.  He 
is  co!niected  with  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  as  a  member 
of  Catliu  Lodge,  No.  2b.5.  He  and  his  family  are 
people  of  high  social  standing  in  this  community, 
and  their  pleasant  residence,  situated  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  road  and  close  to  the  cor|)oration 
of  Catlin,  is  the  centre  of  a  genuine  hof^pitalit}-, 
the  graceful  and  kindl}-  courtesy  of  its  inmates 
making  friends  and  strangers  alike  feel  at  home 
within  its  walls. 

jf^  IRAM  YERKES.  The  firm  of  Yerkes  1-  j 
jlTj)  Reese  conduct  a  first-class  meat-market  in  i 
i^K^  Fairmounl.  obtaining  their  supplies  from  ! 
(^^  the  farm  of  Mr.  Yerkes.  which  furnishes 
the  pure  article  so  essential  to  the  health  of  man- 
kind. The  firm  is  one  of  first-class  standing,  and 
cnjo}"S  the  patronage  of  the  best  people  of  Fair- 
mount  and  vicinity.  The  subject  of  this  notice  is 
a  man  of  more  than  onlinary  aliilities,  with  a  thor- 
ough-going business  talent,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  is  whole-souled,  genial  and  companionable,  en- 
J03'ing  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  hosts  of  friends. 
The  Yerkes  famil3'  originated  in  Germany,  from 
which  country  the  patern.al  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  emigrate<l  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  reared  a  line  family,  and  among  his  sons 
was  Jacob  S.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  uns 
born  in  Fennsylvania  and  adopted  the  bu^illc^is  of 
a  wagon-maker  and  farmer  combined.  He  was 
married,  in  his  n.-itive  State,  to  Miss  Ann  S.  Shoo- 
inaker.  who  was  huin  tliere.  au<l  not  lung  after- 
ward the)-  removed  U>  (.)liio,  where  Mr.  Yerkes 
fulhjwed  w.igon-maUiiig  tor  four  \i'ars.  Then  he 
removed   to   Indiana,  and    rcm.-iincd    a    resilient  of 


the  Iloosier  .State  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  en- 
gaged in  wagon-making  and  agricullui-al  puisuils. 
'I'liere  the  parents  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
livis,  the  mother  dying  in  1882.  and  the  father  in 
the  fall  of  I8.S6. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
.   eiglit  children,  only   four  of  whom   reached  their 
'    majority.     Hiram,  the  second    in   tlie   family,  was 
I    liorn  May  7,  l^tO,  in  Ohio,  and  was  a   mere  child 
when  his  parents  left  the  liuckeye  State  for  Indi- 
j   ana.     In  the    latter  State  his  earl)-  education   was 
conducted   in  the  primitive    log   schoolhouse.  the 
terms  being  very  short  and  far  between.    Ho,  how- 
ever, took  kindly  to  his  books,  and  gained  a  very 
good  knowledge  of  the  common  branches.     He  re- 
mained under  the  home  roof  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  AYar,  and  in  August,  1862,  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  as  a   member  of  Company  II,  C3d    In- 
diana Infantr)-,  which    regiment  was  organized  in 
Indianapolis,  first    commanded    bj-   Col.  Williams 
and  later  by  Col.  I.  X.  Stiles. 

Jlr.  Yerkes  fought  in  sixteen  battles  and  fol- 
lowed his  regiment  in  all  its  marches,  participating 
in  all  the  hardships  and  vicissitudes  of  a  soldier's 
life.  The  records  indicate  that  he  was  one  of  the 
bravest  men  of  his  company,  and  wliile  at  the  front, 
in  some  of  the  hardest  fought  battles  of  the  war, 
stood  at  his  post  without  fear  or  flinching.  lie  was 
content  to  enter  the  ranks  as  a  private,  and  was 
first  promoted  to  the  i)Ost  of  C'or|)oraI,  and  after- 
ward to  Sergeant.  lie  met  the  enemy  in  the  field 
at  Resaca,  Ga.,  Franklin  and  Nashville,  Tenn..  At- 
lanta. Kenesaw  Mountain,  Jonesboro,  Cassville, 
Lo.■^t  ^lountain,  Altoona,  Chattahoochie,  Town 
Cieek,  Burnt  Ilickor)-,  Buzzard's  Roost,  Ft.  Ander- 
son, Wilmington  and  Columbia,  N.  C. 

Although  experiencing  man)'  hairbreadth  es- 
capes, Mr.  Yerkes  never  received  a  scratch.  He 
was  at  one  time  entirely  buried  in  the  dirt  plowed 
nil  by  a  Reliel  cannon  liall,  escaping  by  a  miracle 
fi(im  being  torn  t(_i  pieces  by  the  deadly  missile. 
Ho  had  Mie  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the  sur- 
render of  the  rebel  (<cn.  Johubton  to  Gen.  Sher- 
man, but  the  joy  of  the  Union  arm)-  was  soon  sad- 
dened by  the  neus  of  Lincoln's  assassination. 
After  the  bUircndcr  spoken  of,  Ihry  I'emained  in 
(ireensburg   until    .lulv.  IST)."),  when    the   regiment 
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was  dischargcil,  and  our  sulijeot.  being  imistcicd 
out  at  Indianapolis,  retiiiued  to  his  Lome  in  In- 
diana. 

On  the  21st  of  .SeptcnilKT.  in  the  abo\o-nion- 
tioned  3'ear,  our  siihji-et  was  united  in  niavringi; 
witii  ftliss  Hester  E.  I'revo.  dauglilor  of  a  pinini- 
nent  farmer  of  Fountain  County.  Ind..  and  one  of 
the  most  lovely  young  ladles  of  that  region.  Mrs. 
Hester  E.  Yerkes  was  one  of  a  faniils'  of  six  chil- 
dren, and  was  born  in  Indiana,  in  October,  1839. 
Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  ?ilrs.  Yerkes 
came  to  Illinois,  arriving  in  this  count}'  Oct.  17, 
18G5,  and  settling  u|)on  the  land  wliicli  constitutes 
the  present  homestead  of  our  subject.  Of  this  con- 
genial union  there  were  born  six  children,  the 
eldest  of  wdiom,  a  son.  Spencer  G..  remains  at 
home  with  his  father.  Alice  M.  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Price,  and  they  live  on  a  farm  two  miles 
northeast  of  Eairmount.  Ella  Ma}',  Anna  L., 
Susie  and  Hattie  are  at  home  with  tlieir  father. 
The  mother  of  these  children  departed  this  life 
at  the  home  farm  in  Vance  Township,  on  the 
Cth  day  of  September,  1877.  She  was  a  lady 
greatly  beloved  by  her  family  and  friends,  possess- 
ing those  estimable  qu.alitios  by  which  she  was  en- 
abled to  illustrate  in  her  life  the  best  traits  of  the 
devoted  wife  and  mother,  the  kind  and  generous 
friend,  and  the  hospitable  neighbor.  Her  name  is 
held  in  tender   remembrance  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Our  subject,  in  January-,  1878,  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Olive,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Noble,  a  prominent  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children,  one  of  whom.  Pearl, 
died  in  infancy'.  The  others  are  Hiram  N..  Lola 
G.  and  AVinnie  M.  The  bo}'  Hiram  is  especially 
bright,  very  attentive  to  his  studios  in  school,  and 
maintains  his  position  at  the  head  of  his  class, 
gaining  great  enconiums  from  his  teacher.  Mj-. 
Yerkes  has  otficiated  as  Township  Su|)ervisor  for 
five  years,  holding  the  otfice  during  the  erection  of 
the  County  Court  House  (at  Danville),  which  bears 
his  name  upon  its  corner-stone.  This  was  a  scheme 
in  which  he  was  intensely  interested,  and  it  was 
largely  through  his  efforts  that  the  edifice  was  Sn- 
ished  in  good  shape  and  without  involving  the  loss 
of  a  dollar  to  the  county.     So  judiciously  were  its 


affairs  managed  that  the  tax[niyers  hardly  realized 
tiiat  they  were  contributing  to  its  erection,  and 
never  missed  the  additional  sum  imposed.  The 
County  Jail  was  erected  about  the  same  time  .'ind 
under  the  same  conditions. 

Our  subject  has  ofliciated  as  Highway  Conmiis- 
sioner  three  years,  and  in  this,  as  in  all  other  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility,  which  he  has 
occupied,  bent  his  energies  to  effect  those  impiove- 
ments  which  would  benelit  the  people  and  at  the 
same  time  prevent  excessive  taxation.  While  hold- 
ing the  above-mentioned  office,  he  furthered  the 
introduction  of  the  system  of  stone  arch  bridges 
in  Vance  Township,  and  the}-  are,  without  question, 
the  cheapest  and  most  durable  bridge  wiiicli  can 
be  erected.  Sewer  drainage  for  the  small  streams 
instead  of  the  old  plank  culverts  was  also  adopted, 
through  the  persistent  efforts  of  Mr.  Yerkes.  lie 
has  been  School  Director  in  his  district  for  many- 
years,  and  so  well  has  he  performed  his  duties  in 
connection  therewith,  that  the  Board  is  about  to 
purchase  a  site  and  erect  a  new  building  at  a  cost 
of  about  $7,000. 

Politically,  Mr.  Yerkes  uniformly  votes  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  has  frequently  been  sent  as  a 
delegate  to  the  County  Conventions.  In  connec- 
tion with  this,  as  in  all  cither  matters,  he  is  content 
with  no  halfway  measures,  and  has  thus  been  01 
effective  service  to  his  party  in  this  section,  bcins 
thoroughly  well-informed  and  alive  to  all  the  po- 
litical issues  of  the  day.  Both  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  ^Melho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church.  Socially,  ^Ir.  Yerkes  be- 
longs to  Fairmount  Lodge  No.  590,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.. 
and  to  George  N.  Neville  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which 
he  was  once  Vice  Commander.  In  his  church  he 
ofliciates  as  Steward  anil  Trustee,  and  for  the  \>mi 
eighteen  j-ears  has  been  one  of  the  most  ellicicnt 
workers  in  the  Sunday-school,  ofliciating  as  Super- 
intendent inne  years,  as  teacher  of  the  Bible  Class 
the  same  length  of  time,  and,  when  not  chief  Su- 
perintendent, acting  as  assistant. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Yerkes  is  finely  situated  on 
section  9,  and  comprises  .'3:iO  acres  of  land — all  in 
one  body.  Being  just  outsi<le  the  corporate  limits 
of  Fairmount,  on  the  southwest,  it  is  naturally  very 
valuable.     'Ihe  whole  is  in  a  productive  condition, 
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ami  yields  abundant!}'  tbc  rich  crops  of  Contral 
Illinois.  Mr.  Yerkes  feeds  nearly  loii  lii-ml  of 
cattle  encli  \ear.  and  about  seventy-livu  iicad  of 
bwiiie.  He  kec[)s  simply  enoiiirli  iiorscs  to  operate 
the  farm.  lie  has  recently  disposed  of  18.')  acres 
of  coal  land,  seven  miles  west  of  Danville. 

It  is  an  a])propviate  testimoni.al  to  the  worth  of 
Mr.  Yerkes  that  his  portrait  should  occtiiiy  a 
prominent  place  in  the  Alium  of  the  county,  to  the 
material  ad\  ancement  of  which  he  has  so  largely 
contributed. 

''in^.EN.IAMIX  FRANKLIN  SNOAVDF.N.    The 

':L^\,  fact  that  this  gentleman  is  successfully  oper- 
l'p^]l  ating  three  farms  in  .Sidell  Township  is  suf- 
"^^^■^f'  fleient  indication  of  his  ability  as  a  business 
man  and  agriculturist,  while  his  home  is  one  of  the 
most  hospitable  places  to  be  found  in  many  a  mile. 
Although  not  a  long-time  resident  of  the  town- 
ship, he  lias  established  himself  in  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  its  peojjlc.  and  is  recognized  as  a  citi- 
zen holding  no  secondary  place  in  point  of  sterling 
worth,  honesty  and  integrity.  He  has  supervision 
of  the  Charles  Wright  farm — 220  acres  in  extent 
— upon  which  he  resides:  the  A.  .J.  Baum  farm  of 
oiO  acres,  and  a  little  farm  of  seventy  acres,  be- 
longing also  to  this  estate,  all  of  which  comprises 
fi30  acres,  and  all  of  which,  witli  the  exception  of 
fori}' acres,  is  under  the  plow.  The  land  is  largelv 
devoted  to  the  raising  of  corn  and  oats,  and  in  the 
operation  of  this  extensive  tract  there  are  utilized 
thirteen  teams,  with  a  goodly  amount  of  machinery 
and  all  the  other  implements  required  for  success- 
ful agriculture.  The  firm  of  Snowden  &  Sons  has 
become  generally  recognized  in  this  section  as  the 
synonym  of  veliabilitv.  push  and  enterprise. 

"William  Snowden,  the  father  of  our  snbjoct.  with 
his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Martha  Pigg,  were  natives 
of  Clark  County.  Ky..  where  the  paternal  grand- 
father. Joshua  Snowden.  was  also  born  and  was  the 
son  of  David  Snowden,  a  native  of  Virginia,  whosi- 
father  was  also  born  in  the  <">ld  Dominion  and 
whose grandfallii'r  eniigratod  from  Kngland.  .Io,~hna 
Snowden  served    as  a  soldier    in  the  \\:a-  of    bsri. 


and  the  gi-cat-grand father  of  our  subject  cisrried  a 
musket  in  the  Revolutionaiy  War.  The  Snowden 
family  is  noted  for  longevity,  ninny  of  them  reach- 
ing the  age  of  ninety  years  and  some  living  to  be 
over  one  hundred  years  ohl.  The  Pigg  f:uniiy  in 
Virginia  owned  lands  and  slaves.  The}'  had  origin- 
ally settled  in  Kentucky,  and  several  of  the  male 
ancestors  of  our  subject  on  this  side  of  the  house 
likewise  served  in  the  Uevolntionar}'  War. 

The  father  of  our  subject  carried  on  farming 
and  prosecuted  quite  an  extensive  trade  in  fine 
horses,  cattle  and  mules,  purchasing  them  in  Ken- 
tucky and  shipping  to  Virginia.  Missouri.  Illinois 
and  other  States.  He  brought  about  the  first  Short- 
iiorn  cattle  known  in  this  State,  landing  them  in 
Ijloomington,  111.  He  was  born,  reared,  married 
and  died  in  C'l;ivk  Count}',  Ky..  where  he  was  a 
prominent  citizen,  well  known  and  highly  respected. 
His  business  relations  extended  to  Bourbon.  Faj'- 
ette.  Merritt,  Esther.  Powell,  and  other  counties  of 
that  State,  as  also  into  various  other  States  of  the 
Union.  In  addition  to  his  extensive  pri\ate  in- 
terests he  served  as  Notai-y  Public  several  }cars. 
and  was  noted  for  his  public-spiritedness  .and  gener- 
osit}'.  He  became  c^uitc  wealthy,  but  finall}'  became 
securitj'  for  large  amounts  and  lost  the  whole  of  his 
property,  leaving  his  son,  our  subject,  almost  penni- 
less. His  death  occurred  April  17,  1884.  at  the  age 
of  sixtj'-seven  j-ears.  The  mother  onl}-  survived 
her  husband  a  short  time,  her  deatli  taking  pl.ace 
July  -1.  188.3.  when  she  was  sixtj'-five  years  old. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  being  named  respectively :  Pienjamin  Frank- 
lin of  this  sketch,  Thomas  J.,  William  N.,  John  AY., 
Louisa,  Joshua,  Mary.  Melissa,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years,  and  Nancy,  who  died  when  three 
years  old.  Thomas  J.  is  a  live-stock  commission 
merchant  at  the  Union  Stock  Yards,  Cincinnati, 
Oiiio;  William  N.  is  farming  in  Clark  County,  Ky. ; 
John  W..  a  physician  and  surgeon,  is  located  at 
Wade's  Mill  in  Clark  County.  Ky.;  Louisa  is  the 
wife  of  Taylor  ?ilansfiel<l.  a  farmer  of  the  above- 
mentioned  county;  Joshua  is  farming  and  resides 
on  the  Parkville  homestead;  :\Iary  is  the  wife  of 
David  15.  Duncan,  a  farmer  of  Jladison  Counfv, 
Ky. 

The  suljject  of  this  notice  was  burn  Dec.  8,  1839, 
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fourteen  miles  east  of  Paris  in  ISourlion  County. 
Ky.  He  was  a  mero  cliild  when  liis  father's  family 
removed  to  Clark  County,  where  he  develnpeil  into 
manhood.  He  attended  tlic  sidiserijition  schools 
before  the  days  of  pulilic  schools,  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  shipping  stock,  ^\'llen  twenty-one 
years  old  he  was  m.arricd  to  Miss  Amanda  V.  Craig 
of  Estill  Count}',  K3'.,  and  the  daughter  of  Olaiido 
Whitney  Craig,  one  of  the  first  ^Methodist  Ei)iseo- 
piil  preachers  in  the  Blue  Grass  State.  Ilcr  mother, 
Miss  ^Vlaria  (BcUis)  Craig,  was  a  native  of  Kstill 
County.  Jlr.  Craig  was  horn  in  Montgomerv 
County.  The  progenitors  of  Ijotli  removed  from 
Virginia  at  an  early  date.  The  great-grandfather 
Craig  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Montgom- 
ery County,  locating  there  about  1821,  and  heli\ed 
to  be  one  hundred  and  two  years  old.  Fie  al>o  was 
a  preacher  of  the  Meth<:)eli.st  Episeo]ial  Chuich.  Ills 
son,  William,  the  grandfather  of  our  subji-ct,  spent 
his  entire  life  in  Montgomer)'  County. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Snowden  preached  at  various 
places  in  Kentucky — in  3Iontgomery,  Clark,  Estill 
and  Powell  counties — and  died  in  Estill  County  in 
1848.  when  only  forty  years  of  age:  the  mother 
survived  her  husband  several  years,  d3ing  in  18fi2 
at  the  age  of  fort^'-two.  Their  children,  six  in 
number,  were  named  respectively  William  T., 
Amanda  P..  Eliza  J.,  John  T.,  ^Mary  E.  and  Sarah 
E.  The  parents  were  excellent  and  worthy  people,  | 
and  the  father  especially  beloved  wherever  known,    i 

Mrs.  Snowden    was   born    in  Estill  County,  Ky., 
and  received    a  ver}-  good  education.     She    finally    [ 
began  teaching,  and  followed  this  three  years  prior   | 
to  her  niarri.age  and  for  some  time  afterward.     Mr.    1 
Snowden   in   the  meantime  engaged  extensively  .as    j 
a   stock  dealer,  buying   and    selling   cattle,  horses    | 
and    mules.      He  also  carried  on  farming    in    Ken-    ! 
tucky.     In    the    spring    of   1887   he    came   to  this    I 
count}'  and    rented    the  Wright    farm,  where  the\- 
have    since    lived.     The  record  of  the  eleven  chil-    1 
drcn  born  to  them  is  as  follows:  Nancy  B.  died  at   I 
the   age  of  three  years;  .John  W.  .assists  his  father    ' 
in  his  extensive  farming  interests:   Thomas    .1.  is    1 
also  at  home;  Martha   JI.  is  the  wife  of  James  W. 
Young  of  Danville,  and  they  have  one  child.  Annie 
Lruira;  William  M.,  Lena  Hi  vers,  Joshua  H.,  Jlarv 
E.  and    Nora  A.  are  at    home  with    tlieir    parents. 


The  eighlli  ciiild.  Maguic  L..  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years  and  the  yuungesl  born,  Algan.  died 
when  seven  months  old. 

Mr.  Snowden,  |iolitic:illy.  alliliati-s  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  K^til]  Lodge, 
No.  IlJU.  of  Spout  .Springs,  K}-.,  and  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  tlie  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Snowden  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  and  one  of  her  uncles  was  in  the 
Mexican  War.  Two  of  her  brothers  were  in  the 
late  Civil  War — William  in  the  Confederate  Army 
and  John  in  the  Union  .Vrmy,  in  which  he  enlisted 
three  times.  The  old  home  of  Mr.  Snowden  is 
located  ten  miles  from  Boonesboro,  Clark  Co.,  K}'., 
and  was  formcrlj'  the  home  of  Daniel  Boone,  the 
old  pioneer  of  Kentucky  and  of  liistoric  fame. 
Our  subject  is  well  acquainted  with  several  mem- 
bc'rs  of  the  Boone  family,  and  speaks  of  them  as 
ver}-  worthy  people,  prominent  iu  local  alTairs  and 
invariably  Hard  Shell  Baptists  in  their  religious 
views. 


r  of  the  Danville 
lorn  in  Heidelberg. 
i'man\-,  April  21,  1811.  He  is  descended 
from  a  prominent  and  distinguished  ancestry,  who 
have  wielded  much  inlluencc  in  their  native  land. 
Originallv  the  family  came  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury from  the  coast  of  Holland,  ue.ar  Amsterdam, 
settling  first  at  Heilbronn,  whence  the  great-grand  • 
father  of  our  subject  removed  to  Heidelberg  in 
1807.  His  grandfather.  Christian  Erederick  AVin- 
ter.  was  for  nrany  }'ears  Jlaj'or  of  the  Cit_\  of  Hei- 
delberg, an  otlice  of  greater  honor  and  respectabililv 
iu  that  country  than  in  this,  and  one  to  which  onlv 
prominent  men  are  chosen.  lie  w.as  for  manv 
years  also  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  and  exercised  a  wide  in- 
fluence in  its  affairs.  He  introduced  and  procured 
the  passage  of  the  bill  inaugurating  the  jury  system 
in  the  State,  and  securing  the  liberty  of  the  press. 
He  was  afterward  Commissioner  of  the  K'ei)ublic 
of  Baden  during  the  celebrated  Uevolulion  of 
1819,  in  German}",  which  was  the  successor  of  the 
abortive  attemiit  of  1818.     During    the    year    the 
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Indepeiuk'iit  Iioimlilic  of  15:i(lcn  existed,  !Mr.  AViu- 
ter  was  one  of  the  k'adiii<f  spirits  in  the  affairs  of 
the  new  State,  being  an  oiatoi-  of  great  power  and 
influence.  On  the  siipiii-cs-ji(in  of  the  Republic  by 
tiie  I'russians,  .Mr.  A\'iiiler  was  inii)risoned  in  Hei- 
delberg, and  was  compelled  to  indemnify  the  gov- 
ernment for  all  the  oflicial  funds  in  the  troas\iry  at 
the  time  of  the  inangnration  of  tlie  Hoi)ublic.  This 
cost  liim  almost  all  his  large  private  fortune.  He  was 
a  political  i)risoner  for  about  a  year  and  after  liis 
release  ocenpied  a  prominent  position  in  Im^iness 
life,  and  for  several  yeais  prior  to  his  death  was 
again  ^Mayor  of  Heidelberg.  lie  was  a  close  per- 
sonal friend  of  the  leaders  of  the  revolutionary 
movement,  and  especiall}- of  Col.  Fritz  Ilecker.  He 
was  also  an  intimate  associate  of  IJebig,  the  cliemist. 
Humboldt.  Goetlio,  Fichte,  Schlegel.  and  Schlosser, 
the  celebrated  German  historian,  with  whom  lie  was 
engaged  in  literary  correspondence.  He  was  the 
founder  of  the  great  publishing  house  of  C.  F. 
Winter,  which  printed  the  works  of  Dr.  Liebig,  of 
Bunscn,  the  chemist,  of  Ilaeusser,  of  Fresenius. 
AVohler's  -'Annals  of  Chemistry,"  and  the  works  of 
many  other  world  renowned  writers. 

Christian  Frederick  "Winter  died  in  ItfJG.  and  his 
wife  in  1858.  Of  their  sons  several  became  prom- 
inent in  the  State  and  in  business  circles.  The  eld- 
est, Jonathan,  whom  in  his  admiration  for  this  free 
land  his  father  had  named  after  -'Brother  Jonathan," 
held  the  position  of  Under-Secretary  of  State  in 
Baden,  and  was  ab(jut  to  be  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Jlinister  of  .Slate,  when  he  died  in  ISSG,  in 
Carlsruhe,  being  then  in  the  prime  of  life.  Another 
son.  Christian  Frederick,  afterward  became  a  prom- 
inent publisher  in  Frankfort,  and  printed  many 
famous  works,  principally  on  theological  and  agri- 
cultural subjects.  He  died  in  Frankfort  in  1883. 
Carl  became  publisher  and  bookseller  in  his  nati\e 
city  of  Heidelberg,  where  he  was  a  prosperous  and 
influential  citizen.  He  died  in  1871.  lea\ing  a 
numerous  family  and  a  large  eslate.  The  remain- 
ing son.  Anton,  w.as  tlie  father  of  our  subject.  He 
was  boi  n  in  Heidelberg  in  1808,  and  received  his 
higher  education  in  the  celebrated  university  of 
that  city.  He  succeeded  to  his  father's  business, 
whicli  he  had  conducted  during  the  latter  part  of 
bis  father's  life.     He  maintained  the  national  repu- 


tation of  the  great  publishing  house  of  C.  F.  Winter 
full\-  uji  to  the  standard  "Iiicii  had  been  reached 
\iy  its  founder.  Aftei-  hi>  fat  hei's  death  he  removed 
the  estaljlishment  to  Lei(isic.  the  great  center  of  the 
book  trade  of  Germany,  and  there  he  conducted 
it  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  18.j'.l. 

Anton  Winter  was  married  in  1810  toMissFmily 
ISroenner,  wliose  father.  II.  L.  Broenner,  was  a  pub- 
lisher at  I'lankfort.  .She  was  born  in  that  city  in 
1S20,  and  was  a  highly  educated  lady,  a  graduate 
of  the  I'eniale  Academy  at  Rumpcrhcim-on-the- 
.Main.  Slie  died  in  December.  1887.  She  was  a 
lady  of  many  accomplishments,  a  fine  painter,  and 
well  versed  in  science,  literature  and  art.  Her 
union  with  Mr.  Winter  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
six  chililren.  (jf  whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest; 
Henrietta,  the  second  child,  did  in  Leipsic  in 
1885;  Ludwig  is  a  landscape  gardner  and  florist, 
and  has  an  establishment  of  world-wiile  reimtation 
at  Bordighera,  on  the  Ri^'iera,  near  >.'ice,  Italj". 
He  was  educated  in  his  profession  at  Potsdam,  is 
royal  gardener  to  the  Iving  of  Italy,  and  holds  a 
position  in  his  art  second  to  none  in  the  world. 
Sophia  is  a  noted  teacher  in  the  Female  Academy 
of  Leijisic,  of  which  she  was  a  graduate;  Ferdi- 
nand is  a  nu'rchant  in  London.  England,  being  a 
partner  in  and  manager  of  the  English  house  of 
the  Hamburg  Rubber  Company,  the  largest  hard 
rubber  establishment  in  the  world.  Clara  died  in 
childhood. 

Carl  C.  'Winter,  our  subject,  passed  his  boyhood 
amid  the  Ixautiful  scenery  in  and  around  the  city 
of  his  birth.  His  early  education  was  in  its  public 
schools,  and  he  was  carefully  trained,  both  mentally 
and  physically,  by  highly  cultured  parents,  who  left 
upon  him  impressions  deep  and  lasting.  He  was 
prepared  for  and  entered  the  L3-ceum  at  Heidel- 
l)erg,  then  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Ilautz. 
He  w.as  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  University, 
which  he  entered  at  the  unusually  early  age  of 
eighteen.  He  was  educated  especially  to  fit  him 
for  the  business  of  imblishing,  and  took  a  general 
historical  course  under  Prof.  Ludwig  Ilaeusser. 
author,  amongst  other  works,  of  an  exhaustive  his- 
tory of  the  Revolution  of  1811).  He  attended  a 
course  in  philosophy  under  Prof.  Kuno  Fischer, 
and  a  course  in  Enalish  and  French  literature  under 
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Prof.  D]-.  Emil  Otto,  who  fr.ivi-  liiin  p-.iv:Uc  lc^sons. 
a  (li^liiiftioM  sliai'ud  by  Uvi)  (.jUici-  |)roi)l(' only.  On 
Qccoiiiit  of  tlie  (Icuth  of  hi-  fulhcr  lie  k'ft  llio  Uni- 
versity' lo  .is.-ist  his  mother  in  -cttliiig  ui^  the  busi- 
ness of  the  e-tate.  ;uiil.  beinu  himself  too  young  to 
carry  it  on.  the  publishing'  busine,-s  was  sold  to  an 
association  of  capit.-ilists.  who  still  continue  it  :it 
Lcipsic,  nnilor  the  original  title  of  C'.  I'.  \Viu- 
ter. 

In  order  to  become  practically  acquainted  with 
tlie  printing  business,  our  subject  worked  in  several 
book  publishing  houses  in  Prague,  Bremen,  Mar- 
burg and  in  London,  England.  During  this  [)eriod 
be  contributed  many  articles  to  the  lUustrlrte  Well 
and  the  lUusti-irtes  Familienbuvh,  the  former  pub- 
lished at  Stuttgart,  and  the  latter  at  Trieste  and 
Vienna.  While  in  I.nncbjn,  lit'  decided  Ui  rciuie  to 
the  United  .States,  lie  made  a  short  visit  to  his 
native  huul  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  18G(J,  and 
in  April  of  that  year  sailed  for  New  Yorlc,  lauding 
there  about  the  first  of  May.  In  that  cil}'  he  en- 
gaged as  a  clerk  with  L.  AV.  Schnudl,  bo<jk5elIer 
and  publisher,  Ijut  his  inclinations  being  toward 
literary  juirsuits,  lie  soon  Ijecame  cit}'  editor  of  the 
New  York  Staats-Zeitung,  under  the  veteran  editor 
Oswald  Ottcndorfer.  He  filled  that  position  for 
two  j'ears,  at  the  same  time  contributing  literary* 
articles  to  the  New  York  Herald,  and  articles  on 
German  and  French  literature  to  the  New  York 
Nation,  in  18G8  he  resigned  from  tlie  Staais-Zei- 
tung,  to  accept  the  position  of  editor  of  the  Lehigh 
Count}'  Patriot,  published  at  AUcntown.  Pa.  There 
he  remained  for  a  }'car,  and  in  that  lime  wrote  for 
the  Nation  a  series  of  articles  on  the  Pennsylvania- 
Dutch  dialect,  also  contributing  a  series  of  letters 
on  American  life  to  the  Dalteiru  of  Leipsic,  Ger- 
many. 

In  1809  Blr.  Winter  was  offered  and  accepted  the 
position  of  city  editor  of  the  Daily  Telegrap/t.  a 
German  paper,  publisiicd  in  Indianapolis,  ind.,and 
remained  with  that  paper  until  1871,  when  he  re- 
ceived a  Haltering  offer  from  the  manager  of  the 
Louisville  J.;i,~e/r/e/', tendering  him  the  position  of 
city  editor  and  literary  writer.  He  sta^'ed  there  until 
1872,  when  he  was  re-engaged  b}'  the  Indianapolis 
Telegraph  to  conduct  its  city  department  during 
the  exciting  Presidential  contest  of  that  year.    He 


wa,  .ilso  cn-a-nl  by  Elijah  Halford,  tlien  editor  of 
the  Indianapolis  Journal,  now  Pres.  Harrison's  [iri- 
vate  secretary,  and  also  by  liie  managing  editor  of 
the  Indianapolis  Sentinel,  to  report  and  translate 
for  their  respective  papers  the  fust  speech  in  that 
memoiable  campaign  delivered  in  f^ernian  at  In- 
dian.apolis  by  Carl  Schur/.  Mr.  Winter,  after  writ- 
ing out  his  notes  for  the  (ierman  pajji-r,  began  the 
translation  into  English  for  the  iwu  (,iihcr  journals, 
using  manifold  paper,  finishing  the  ta-k  in  little 
over  two  hours,  the  S[)eech  occupying  nearly  two 
columns  in  each  paper.  Each  of  the  editors,  after 
reading  a  few  pages,  [laid  him  the  c(.ini|iliment  of 
sending  his  manuscript  to  the  printers  wilhoul  re- 
vision. Mr.  Sehurz  afterwards  told  .Mr.  \\'inter  it 
was  the  best  translation  ever  made  of  any  of  his 
I    German  speeches. 

j        iMr.WiMlerstayed  in  Iiulianaiiolis  until  1873, when 
I    he  was  called   by  telegraph   to   accept  the  position 
I   of  city  editor  of  the  M'estliche  Post  the   Oerman 
I    paper  published  in  St.  Louis  by  Carl  Sehurz.       He 
I    managed  that  successfully,  and  while  there,  also  for 
I    tr\o  years  contributed  literary  articles  to  his  Sunday 
j    edition,  and  several  times,  while  the  Missouri  Legis- 
I    lature  was  in  session,  acted  as  its  correspondent  at 
I   Jefferson  City,  the  cajiital.       In    187."i,  failing  ejc- 
sight  necessitated  a  cessalion   of  night   work,  and 
Jlr.  Winter  resigned  his  position,  and  went  to  liock 
Ishuul,  111.,  where  he  began  the  publication   of  the 
Volks  Zeitung,  a  semi-weekly  journal.   In  this  \eii- 
ture  he  was  very  successful,  and    he  conducted  the 
paper  until  1882,  when  he  sold  it.    He  then  boui^ht 
an  interest  in  the  Champion  of  Personal  Liberty,  a 
paper  published  in  Chicago  in  the  interest  of  indi- 
vidual freedom.    He  traveled  in  the  interest  of  this 
journal  .as  correspondent  collector  and   agent    si.v 
months,  then  came   to   Danville,  where  he  bouyht 
the    good    will  of  the  journal  of  which   he  is  now 
the  editor,  and  which  had  by  mismanagement   been 
comiiellcd  to  suspend  publication.       l'hi>  paper  he 
has  [ilaced  upon  a  secure  basis,  and  it  has  accpiiretl 
much  influence  among  the   German   speaking   resi- 
dents of  the  county,  by  whom  it  is  liberally  patron- 
izeil. 

Another  literary  \eiiture  of  .Mr.  \Vintcr's  was 
the  writing  of  a  fonr-act  comedy  in  <  ieruiaii,  en- 
titled "Es  SlimnU,"  which    has    been    Miccessfully 
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perffti'Died  in  the  Cernian  tlu'titcrs  of  Cliiciii,'o. 
Davmiiort.  Moliuo.  Dayton,  Fnit  Madison,  and  in 
stvi'i-al  other  plaops.  !Mr.  Wintoi-  snlimitted  it  to 
a  cL'leljratcd  critic  nt  Leipsie.  wlio  spoke  higlily  of 
il,  saving  it  was  a  verj' dramatic  and  interesting  pic- 
tiire  of  German-American  life.  This  work  be  pro- 
duced in  1S80.  while  lie  was  publishing  liis  paper  in 
Hock  Island. 

Since  taking  up  bis  residence  in  Vcrmilinn 
County,  Jlr.  ^Vinter  has  become  a  leader  in  its 
Gennan-Aniericaii  circles,  in  nbicb  he  wields  nuu'b 
influence.  He  was  Tnited  St:itcs  Deputy  Collector 
for  the  eighth  di>trict  of  Illinois  from  tiio  fall  of 
1885  until  1887,  when  the  otlice  was  abolished.  He 
is  a  busy  man.  for  in  addition  to  conducting  his 
paper  he  performs  the  duty  of  a  Notary  I'liblic, 
attends  to  ap[)lications  for  United  States  licenses, 
is  a  fine  insurance  and  real-estate  agent,  procures 
steamship  tickets,  attends  to  European  collections 
and  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Germania  Building  As- 
sociation of  Danville.  Being  a  man  of  force  and 
executive  capacity,  he  drives  his  multifarious  busi- 
nesses, and  does  not  let  them  drive  him.  lie  is  also 
correspondent  of  the  Chicago  Times. 

The  social  relations  of  Mr.  Winter  are  extremely 
pleasant.  He  is  happily  married,  and  moves  among 
the  best  elements  of  German  societ}'.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Feuerbach  Lodge,  Xo.  499,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  of  the  Danville  Turner  Society,  of  wiiich  he 
has  twice  been  President,  and  also  Corresponding 
Secretary.  He  is  pleasant  .and  genial  in  his  deport- 
ment, liberal  to  his  friends,  to  whom  his  hand  is 
ever  open,  and  is  deservedly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  him. 

OHN  CHSSNA  is  busily  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  and  raising  stock  on  his  well-man- 
aged, comfortably  improved  farm  on  section 
10,  Pilot  T(iwnshii>,  He  is  a  representative 
Self-made  man,  and  bj-  industry  and  ])rudence  has 
succeeded  in  accumulating  a  competence  and  in 
building  a  cosy  iiorae  where  he  may  pass  ids  de- 
clining-years  wull  fiirtified  against  want  and  pov- 
II ly.     ,AIr,  C'cisna  waj  born  in  Cochocton  County, 
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Ohio,  June  20,  l.s;>;^,,  his  parents  being  Jonathan 
and  Margaret  (Divan)  Cessna.  His  father  was 
burn  in  Pcnns\lvania  in  1810,  his  motlier  in  Bel- 
mont Count}-,  Ohio. 

At  the  age  of  se\eiiteiMi  thesubject  of  this  sketch 
accompanied  his  iiareuts  to  audthcr  home  near 
Toledci.  Oiiici.  where  they  lived  but  a  sliort 
time.  They  then  went  down  the  Ohio  River 
iin  a  trading  boat  to  Cairo,  111..  whei-e  the  father 
died  in  18-14.  After  that  sad  event  the  subject 
with  his  mother  and  sister  returned  to  Coshocton 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  about  two  years  the  mother 
married  again,  becoming  the  wife  of  Joseph  Rich- 
ardson. In  1848  the  family  once  more  came  to 
Illinois  and  located  on  the  homestead  Mr.  Richard- 
son then  purchased  in  this  county,  and  now  occu- 
pied b}'  the  mother  of  our  subject.  3Ir.  Cessna 
has  but  one  sister  now,  the  widow  of  Elisha  Grimes, 
living  on  her  husband's  homestead.  She  has  eight 
children,  namely:  John  M.,  Elisha  C,  William 
and  Jacob  (who  are  deceased),  Alvin,  Margaret, 
Ellen,  Ciiarles  and  Belle. 

John   Cessna,  of    whom  we    write,    commenced 
life  as  a  farm  hand.     He  wiselj-  saved  his  earnings 
and  in  a  few  years   had    money   enough   to   bu}-    a 
good  farm.      In  18.")7.  smitten  with  a  desire  to  ac- 
cumulate wealth  still   faster,  he  went  to    California 
by  the  w.ay  of   New   York  and    Panama.     In   the 
Golden  State  he  found  employment  on  a  ranche, 
and  was  well   paid  for  his  work   in   that  countrv, 
wliere  good  and  reliable  help  was  scarce.    Twenty- 
tw(^  months  of  life  in  that  climate  satisfied  our  sub- 
ject and  he  retraced  his  steps  homeward,  and  on 
his  return  invested  some  of  his  capital  in  an  SO-acre 
farm,  which  he  subseciuently  disposed  of  at  a  good 
advance  price,  and  then  bought  his  present  home- 
stead, which   then  comitrised  but   140    acres.      He 
!    has   ke[)t  adding  to  his  landed  property  till  he  now 
i    owns  2G0    acres  of  fine  land,    with    excellent  im- 
!    provements,  that  add  greatly-  to  its  value,  and  he  is 
.    profitably  engaged  in  a  general   farming   business, 
i    raising  cattle,  horses  and  hogs  of  good  grades. 

Mr.  Cessna  has  twice  married.  The  maiden  name 
j  of  his  first  wife  was  Ann  Rebecca  Truax.  She  was 
I  born  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  in  1  841,  and  dieil 
I  in  the  pleasant  Ixjuie  she  had  heliied  her  husband  to 
I    build  up,  in  187ij.    Her  people  were  of  Irish  origin. 
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(M'  Ikt  iii;irn':ii;<j  willi  (nir  siiliJL'et  si'von  cliildn'ii 
wpi-e  hcini,  two  of  wliMiii  arc  doml;  tlioso  liviiiL;-  Mrc 
Willi;\m,  Maiv.  C'lmrleM  1']..  I.emurl  I".,  and  Kliz;i- 
betli.  Mr.  ('c'sr<na  was  iiiiitod  in  intirriage  to  his 
pri'scnt  wife  in  ls77,  ami  lo  tlit'iji  have  come  six 
chihlren.  two  of  wlioni  aie  duad,  l'"rani<  and  Jona- 
than. The  others  ari'  Ann  IJ..  .Toim  K..  Alliert  B.. 
and  Mont  P.,  all  being-  at  home. 

Mi\  Cessna  lias  l)pen  a  hard  wni-king'  man.  luit 
Ills  labors  have  been  aniplj-  rewarded,  as  he  knows 
well  how  to  direct  Ins  energies  so  as  to  prodnce  the 
desired  results.  He  is  i)ossessod  of  sound  sense, 
discretion  and  otlier  wood  traits,  is  honest  and 
straitforward  in  his  manner  and  dealings,  and  is  in 
all  things  a  sensible  man.  He  and  his  wife  are  es- 
teemed members  of  the  Cliristain  C'luirch,of  whieli 
he  is  one  of  the  trustees  at  tlie  time  of  liie  erection 
of  the  present  house  of  worsiiip.  lie  is  iirominently 
connected  with  the  JIasonic  order  as  Jlaster  Mason. 

In  politics,  lie  is  a  good  democrat,  and  is  loyal 
in  every  lilire  to  his  countr}-.  He  lias  held  scliool 
Otriees  and  has  served  on  tlie  juries  of  his  coitnty. 
Our  subject's  mother  died  since  tlie  above  was  writ- 
ten, her  death  occuring  June  30,  lt<80. 


f^s^  AMUKL  ALIUJIGIIT.  The  subject  of 
^^^  this  notice  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  set- 
Ill/^  tie  in  Ross  Township,  along  Bean  Creek, 
taking  up  his  aljodo  there  on  the  11th  da}- 
of  October,  1855.  His  first  pureliase  was  240  acres 
of  land  where  he  built  a  small  house,  and  he  was 
the  first  man  to  stir  the  soil  with  a  plowshare. 
He  did  a  large  amount  of  breaking  himself,  en- 
closed and  d'vided  liis  fields  with  fencing,  put  out 
fruit  and  shade  trees  and  erected  buildings  as  his 
needs  multiplied  and  las  means  permitted.  He  was 
prospered  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  invested  his 
surplus  capital  in  additional  land  which  under  his 
wise  management  became  verj-  fertile  and  yielded 
handsome  returns.  His  property  lies  on  sections 
19,  oO  and  31,  and  is  considered  as  including  some 
of  the  most  desirable  land  in  this  part  of  the 
county. 

About    187."j,  the   llr^t   humble   domicile  of    our 


subject  L:avc  pl:icc  to  .-in  elegant  rc-iidciicc.  winle 
adjacent  is  .-i  xeiT  tine  liarn  tlanked  liy  the  other  ne- 
ce><ary  buildings.  He  has  the  latest  improved  ma- 
chiner}',  including  an  expensive  windmill  and  an 
artesian  well  which  throws  a  running  stream  of  wa- 
ter two  feet  above  the  ground,  with  its  source  13(J 
feet  below.  In  his  stock  operations,  .Mr.  Albriglit 
breeds  mostly  horses  and  cattle. 

Mr.  Albright  In  March,  188(5.  rented  his  farm 
and  retiring  from  active  labor,  i)urcliased  a 
pleasant  home  in  Rossville  where  he  now  resides. 
His  has  been  a  remarkably  bus}-  life,  as  in  addition 
to  his  farming  operations,  he  has  given  consider- 
abl(^  of  his  tirne  to  looking  after  the  kical  interests 
of  his  township,  offlciating  as  School  Director  and 
serving  as  Justice  of  the  I'eace  for  seven  years. 
He  tisually  gives  his  sui>port  to  the  Democratic 
party  and  for  a  period  of  forty-five  years  has  been 
a  member  of  the  United  I'rethren  Church.  He 
has  been  at  two  different  times  the  candidate  of  his 
party  in  this  county  for  the  Legislature,  but  being 
in  the  minority,  was  beaten  as  he  expected. 

Mr.  Albright  was  born  in  Fairfield  Count}',  Ohio, 
Sept.  12,  1816,  and  lived  there  until  a  lad  of 
twelve  years.  He  then  removed  to  Pickaway 
County  where  he  sojourned  until  his  marriage, 
which  took  place  four  miles  southeast  of  Circleville 
the  bride  being  Miss  Clemency  Moriis.  Of  this 
union  there  w-ere  born  two  children — John  M.  and 
Mary  Ellen,  the  latter  the  wife  of  William  McMur- 
trie  of  Potomac,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children. 
Mrs.  Clemency  (Morris)  Albright  died  at  her  home 
in  Ross  Township  in  1805. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  matrimonial  al- 
liance, Sept.  10,  186G,  with  Miss  Mary  M.  Davis. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children — 
Orrie  Lulu  and  Lilly  Belle.  The  elder  is  the  wife 
of  William  Cunningliam  of  Rossville  and  the 
younger  remains  with  her  parents.  Mrs.  ^lary  31. 
(Davis)  Albright  w-as  born  in  Muskingum  County, 
C)liio,  February,  183C,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Am- 
aziah  Davi-;,  who  came  to  this  county  at  an  earlv 
day  and  licc:une  one  of  its  most  prominent  farmers 
and  citizens. 

David  .Vlbriglit.  the  f.-ithcr  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  I'ennsylvania.  whence  he  remo\ed  to 
Ohio  when  quite  young.     He  was  there  married  to 
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Miss  Phebc  Newman  aii'l  tliey  reared  a  family  of 
nine  cluMren.  Upon  having  tlio  liiu-lvejo  Slate 
tlie_v  scllli-il  in  Frankfuil.  Iml.,  wlicre  tlie  fatlier 
(lied  son)e  years  ago.  Tlie  niutiier  subsequently 
came  to  this  e(>iint\-  ami  made  her  home  witli  our 
subject  until  her  deatli. 


«        I^ILLIAM   II.  PRICK,   the    son  of  an  early 
\/iJ//    ^^'^^^'^^'  "^'^  ^'ermiiion  County,    may  also  be 

\y'^  denonHnatod  as  one  of  its  i)ioneers,  as  lie 
had  a  hand  in  develoiiing  its  great  agricultural 
resources  and  assisted  in  laying  the  foundations 
of  its  wealth  and  high  standing  among  its  si.ster 
counties.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the  foremost 
farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Pilot  Townshij),  and  is 
a  man  of  considerable  importance  in  the  public  life 
of  this  community.  He  has  a  large  farm  of  over 
700  acres  of  well-improved  land,  comprising  sec- 
tions 8,  9  and  10,  whose  broad  fields  are  under  high 
cu!tivation,and  which  is  amply  su[)plied  witli  roomy, 
conveniently  arranged,  well  made  buildings,  and 
all  tlie  appliances  for  facilitating  farm  work,  while 
everything  about  tlie  phicc  betokens  order  and 
superior  management. 

Mr.  Price  was  born  in  Pike  Count}',  Ohio,  July 
4,  1827.  His  father,  Robert  Price,  was  a  native  of 
Lexington,  Ky.,  born  of  pioneer  parents  July  29, 
1788.  The  grandparents  were  from  Wales  and 
England.  They  removed  to  Pike  County,  Ohio 
when  the  father  of  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  nine 
years,  and  there  he  grew  to  maturity  and  married 
Miss  Nancy  Howard,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Her  par- 
ents came  from  J^ngland  to  that  i)art  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  early  days  of  its  settlement.  She  was 
born  Feb.  27,  1793  and  di(Ml  in  middle  life,  Dec.  22, 
1842,  some  j'ears  after  the  removal  of  the  famil}- 
to  this  county,  which  occurred  in  1830.  She  and 
her  husband  were  early  pioneers  of  this  section  of 
the  country. 

'I'he  father  died  Jan.  U.  ISoO,  in  ^'ermilion 
County,  111.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor. 
The  others  were  Lloyd  11.,  I^rusilla,  and  Jcrusha. 
Lloyd  married  Minerva  Howard,  of   Pike  County, 


()liio,  wjiose  parents  came  to  \'ermiiioii  County  in 
an  early  day.  and  to  them  (Lloyd  .and  wife)  were 
born  nine  eiiildrcii,  namely:  William.  RolH>rt, 
Thomas,  Sarah,  Nancy.  Frank.  Lloyij.  May,  and 
Oeorge.  Drusilla  was  the  wife  of  Jose|>h  Dalaj-,  of 
^'ermilion  County,  now  deceased,  and  they  left  one 
child,  Nancy,  who  became  the  wife  of  David  Cla\- 
pole,  a  farmer,  and  the\-  have  tive  ciiildien.  Jeru- 
sha  married  Franklin  Adam-,  of  N'ermilion  County, 
now  deceased,  and  tiiej-  have  three  children — 
John  L.,   William,  and  Samuel. 

When  our  suliject  was  brought  to  this  county,  a 
child  of  three  years,  it  was  a  wild  waste  of  prairie, 
and  the  settlers  at  that  time  thought  that  the  land 
away  from  the  streams  where  the  timber  grew  was 
worthless  for  settlement,  so  they  contined  them- 
selves to  the  banks  of  the  creeks  ami  rivers.  He 
grew  to  a  strong  manhood  in  the  pioneer  life  that 
obtaineil  at  that  day,  and  early  became  independ- 
ent and  self-supporting.  Having  determined  to 
make  farming  his  life  work,  he  entered  200  acres 
of  prairie  land  from  the  Government,  .as  his  keen 
discernment  foresaw  the  worth  of  the  rich  and 
fertile  soil  to  the  intelligent  and  enterpi-ising  j-oung 
farmer.  After  his  marriage  in  1850.  he  erected  a 
house  and  commenced  the  task  of  upbuilding  his 
present  desirable  homo.  He  is  still  living  on  the 
land  that  he  purchased  from  the  Government,  and 
has  added  more  to  it  as  his  means  have  allowed 
till  he  owns  one  of  the  largest  farms  in  tlie  neigh- 
hood,  comprising,  .as  before  mentioned  over  700 
acres  of  choice  land.  He  has  besides  helped  to 
establish  his  children  in  life  I13'  giving  them  land. 
He  does  a  general  farming  business,  raising  all 
kinds  of  stock,  making  a  speciality  of  breeding 
Short-horn  cattle,  of  which  he  has  a  herd  of  sixteen 
thoroughbreds,  besides  all  other  kinds  of  stock  us- 
ual Ij'  found  on  a  model  farm. 

Mr.  Price  and  IMary  A.  Cazatt  weie  united  in 
marriage  in  IS'iO.  She  was  born  in  Mereer  County, 
Ky.,  July  4.  1833.  to  Heiir\-  and  Susan  (Gritten) 
Cazatt,  native  of  the  same  count}',  her  father  was 
born  about  1808  and  her  mother  Dee.  4,  ISIO. 
3Irs.  Prices's  grandparents  were  Irisli  and  Dutch. 
Tliey  were  pioneers  of  Vermilion  County,  coming 
here  in  1837,  and  here  they  spent  their  remaining 
years,  the  father  dying  in  1811,  and  the  mother  in 
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1878,  aged  sixty-three  ypnrs.  !Mr.s.  Price  lias  one 
own  sister — Miiieiva  J.,  who  inurricd  Otlio  Allison, 
a  resident  of  tliis  county.  Tlie  union  of  our  siili- 
.iect  and  his  wife  h.is  been  blessed  to  tlicni  b\'  the 
birth  of  six  children — Jcrusha  J..  Llin'd  11..  Kiiiily 
M.,  Charles  li'.,  Alice  N..  Einina  ]>.,  the  latter  is 
deceased.  Jernsha  inarrio<l  llenrv  J.  Ilelniick.  a 
farmer  of  this  county,  and  they  liavctuo  children 
— diaries  and  'NVilliaiu  !•".  IJoyd  11.,  a  farmer, 
married  Mar\-  J.  Snyder,  of  this  county.  Eniil_v 
married  Guy  C.  Howard,  a  merchant  in  Armstrong', 
this  count}'.  Ciiarles  R.,  a  farmer,  married  Delia 
Hatfield,  of  this  count}',  and  they  have  one  child — 
Everett  Lloyd.  Alice  married  Berry  Duncan,  a 
farmer  of  this  county,  and  thej'  have  one  child, 
Lola. 

Mr.  Price  is  a  nolilo  tyiie  of  our  self-made  men. 
who  while  building  up  a  fortune  for  themsehcs 
have  b^en  instrumental  in  advancing  the  material 
interests  of  the  county.  He,  and  his  wife  arc  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Methodist  Episcoiial  (  liurcli. 
of  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  .Steward  and 
Trustee.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Highway  Com- 
missioner for  twelve  j'ears.  He  is  pronnnentlv 
identified  with  the  A.  E.  tt  A.  .^L  order,  and  is  a 
Master  Mason.  Li  politics,  he  is  a  thorough  and 
consistent  Republican.  He  has  served  with  credit 
on  the  juries  of  the  State  and  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  have  some  valualile  heir- 
looms, which  they  liighly  prize,  in  the  old  bibles 
of  their  fathers  and  mothers. 

A  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  country  resi- 
dence and  surroundings  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Price 
api)ears  in  the  Alhu.m,  and  represents  a  home 
of  wliich  the  owners  are  justly  proucL 


-# 


W  UTHER  TILLOTSON,  Supervisor  of  Pihjt 
III  @  Township,  and  one  of  its  most  intelligent 
jl'—Vi  and  induential  public  olHcials,  is  closely 
connected  with  its  material  interests  as  a  practical 
agriculturist,  owning  and  profitably  managing  a 
good  farm  on  section  30.  He  was  born  in  Warren 
County.  Ind..  Aug.  13.  1.^19.  a  son  of  E.  B.  and 
JLiry    A.    (Croukliite)   'I'illotson.     His   father  wa§ 


born  in  Cayuga  County,  X.  Y..  Dec.  8.  1811.  and  his 
father.  Luther  'lillotson.  was  a  native  of  New 
York.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
naiiiiltun.  Ohio.  J)cc.  "JG,  ISU;.  During  some 
period  of  their  lives  the  parents  of  our  subject 
.settled  in  Indiana,  and  of  their  marriage  twelve 
children  were  born,  and  the  following  is  recorded 
vf  the  nine  now  living:  Sarah  A.  married  Edward 
Eostcr,  a  farmei-  living  nciii-  Armstrong,  this  comity, 
and  they  have  se\en  children.  Rebecca  married 
.Jeremiah  Butts,  who  lives  retired  in  Potomac,  and 
they  h;ivi>  six  children.  James  JL.-n  stock  dealer 
and  faiiner  in  Calcasieu  Parish,  La.,  married 
3Luy  J.  Goodwinc,  and  they  have  three  children. 
Buell.  a  farmer  of  Pilot  Township,  married  Eliza- 
beth Wiles,  and  they  have  one  child.  A\alter  B.. 
a  fanner  of  Pilot  Township,  married  Lucetta  Endi- 
eott.  ]•" ranees  marrieil  J.  A.  Knight,  a  farmer  of 
this  county,  and  they  have  four  children.  AVilliam 
]NL.  a  farmer  of  this  county,  married  .Millie  Erench, 
:.nd  they  have  three  children.  Mary  A.  married 
Frank  H.  Henrj',  who  is  living  retired  in  Armstrong 
Village,  and  they  have  two  children.  Luther  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  [For  paiental  history 
see  sketch  of  Buell  'J'illotson.] 

Our  subject  came  this  county  in  18,)ti  with  his 
l)arents.  His  father  is  deceased;  his  mother  resides 
in  this  county.  ^Ir.  Tillotson  and  Mar}-  E.  Myrick 
were  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  Sept- 
ember, 1871,. and  five  children  complete  their  happy 
household — Bertie,  Alden,  Cora  E.,  Luther  E.,  and 
Charles.  Mrs.  Tillotson  was  born  in  Illinois  Sept. 
15.  1853,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  P.  and 
Susanah  (Firebaugh)  Myrick,  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana  respectively.  They  came  from  the  Buck- 
eye .State  to  this  and  settled  in  I'ilot  Township  at 
an  early  day. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Tillotson  rented  land  for 
eleven  j'ears  and  carried  it  on  to  such  good  advan- 
tage that  at  the  e.xpiration  of  that  time  he  had 
money  enough  to  invest  in  eighty  acres  of  improved 
land,  which  forms  his  present  farm.  He  has  his  land 
well  tilled,  and  it  is  ca[)able  of  yielding  large  crops 
in  repa3'ment  for  the  care  bestowed  upon  it,  and 
.Mr.  Tillotson  has  a  neat  and  well  ordered  set  of 
buildings  for  every  needful  pur|)Ose.  lie  is  doing 
well    from   a    financial   standpoint,    has    his   farm 
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slocked  with  cattle  of  good  gi-.-ide  tis  niauy  as  it 
will' cany,  and  dis|)iays  commeiidiible  enterprise  in 
tlie  management  of  his  interests. 

Mr.  Tillotson  brinies  a  well  trained  mind  to  liear 
on  Lis  work  and  fnll^'  understands  how  to  perform 
it  so  as  to  obtain  the  best  results,  which  i.-^  the 
secret  of  his  success.  His  t'e]low-citizen>.  feeling 
tliat  in  a  man  of  his  education,  of  sound  ami  sensi- 
ble views  on  all  subjects,  the  township  would  find  a 
superior  civic  ollicial  who  would  i)roniole  its  high- 
est interests,  have  called  him  to  some  of  tlie  most 
responsilile  otlices  within  their  gift,  and  his  whole 
course  in  public  life  has  justified  their  selection. 
He  has  been  Sujiervisor  for  six  ^-ears,  and  was  ri'- 
clected  to  that  otlice  this  spring,  and  he  has  also 
been  Assessor  for  one  term,  besides  ha\  ing  held 
the  oftiee  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight  years. 
In  politics  he  is  a  true  Republican,  although  he 
performs  his  oliicial  duties  without  regard  to  [wrtj- 
afliliations. 


€-*-i^- 


ARON  DALIJY.  The  late  Civil  Wav  de- 
veloped some  rare  characters,  the  dejitiis 
ii    of  which  would  probably  never  have  been 

disturbed  had  it  ftot  been  for  this  revolution 
which  shook  the  countr3'  from  turret  to  foundation 
stone.  There  were  then  brought  to  the  surface 
that  God-given  quality — the  love  of  the  true  man 
for  his  native  land — and  the  extent  of  the  sacrifices 
which  he  was  willing  to  make  to  save  her  from  dis- 
memberment. Among  all  tliose  who  are  written 
of  in  this  volume  there  was  probably  no  truer  pat- 
riot during  the  war  than  Aaron  Dalby,  and  he 
justly  esteems  the  period  of  his  life  spent  in  the 
Union  Armj'  as  one  of  the  brightest  spots  in  his 
whole  career.  We  give  this  matter  prominence  be- 
cause it  is  a  subject  dear  to  his  heart  and  he  has 
lost  none  of  the  p.atriotic  aft'cclion  which  enabled 
hint  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  to  lay  aside  all  per- 
sonal ties  and  give  his  best  efforts  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union.  We  now  find  him  comfortably 
located  in  a  quiet  couutiy  home,  embracing  a  well- 
reguhited  farm  on  seetion  11,  in  Vance  Township, 


where,  since  the  war,  he  has  cathered  around  him 
all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life. 

Ill  reverting  to  the  family  history  of  our  subject 
we  lind  that  his  father,  -Tames  Dalby,  was  a  native 
tjf  Pennsylvania,  a  carpenter  liy  trade  and  in  politics 
an  old  line  Whig.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Sewell,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  April  4,  1820.  the  weilding  taking 
place  in  Clinton  County, that  ."^tate.  They  lived  there 
about  fourteen  years,  Mr.  Dalby  engaged  as  a  gro- 
cciyman,  a  farmer  and  an  hotclkeeper.  conducting 
the  old-fashioned  country  tavern  after  the  most 
approved  methods  of  those  times. 

About  this  time  the  lead  mines  near  Dubuque 
were  being  opened  up  and  the  demand  lor  car[)en- 
ters  was  great,  so  the  fatlier  of  our  subject  re- 
inoxed  'hither  with  his  family  in  IS.j.j.  purposing 
to  work  at  his  trade.  He  found  the  times  veiy  hard 
and  the  country  peopled  largely  with  desperate 
characters,  among  whom  a  murder  was  committed 
nearly  ever3'  night.  This  state  of  things  made  it 
impossible  for  him  to  remain  and  so  he  estalilished 
himself  at  ( •iiinc^-,  Til.,  where  he  lived  three  3'ears 
and  worked  at  his  trade.  He  then  returned  to 
Ohio,  where  he  sojourned  two  years  and  from  there 
removed  to  Peru  Ind.,  but  only  remained  there 
eight  months.  In  August,  1843,  he  came  to  this 
county-  and  on  the  19th  of  October  following 
passed  from  earth  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years. 
Tie  was  a  well  educated  man  and  es|iei;i;illy  line 
penman. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  her  first 
husband  for  the  long  period  of  iiearl}-  forty-eight 
years.  iShe  w.as  born  March  12,  iSOo,  and  died 
Feb.  2C,  1885,  when  nearly  eighty-two  years  old. 
The  parental  household  was  completed  b\'  the  birth 
of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Aaron, 
our  subject,  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  and 
was  born  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  April  2.3,  ly.'il. 
lie  attended  school  at  (^uincv,  TIL.  and  also  in 
Oliio  a  short  time  and  in  Indiana,  and  came  to  this 
county  in  time  U>  avail  himself  of  instruction  in 
the  subscriiition  schools  here.  Tieiiig  the  eklest 
son,  he,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  iinturally  in 
due  time  assuineil  many  responsibilities,  and  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  worked  out  for  83  per  month, 
six  months,  from   spring  until  f;\ll.     The  year  fol- 


•320 


PORTRAIT  AND  lUOGUAPIIICAL  ALBUM. 


lowing  lie  was  emploj-erl  by  the  same  iiiaii.  witli  an 
increase  of  salary  of  «l  per  inontli. 

Tlic  niotlicr  f)f  our  siilijcct  was  niarrii.'il  a  second 
time  to  James  Elliott.  Our  suhjcct  was  liuiiiid  out 
for  a  term  of  six  years  to  Alvin  Stearns,  lleeom- 
ing  dissatisfied  with  the  arrangen>ont  he  served  out 
only  half  his  time  and  went  to  Ohio  to  learn' a 
trade.  He  came  hack  to  Illinois,  however,  a  year 
later  and  eni|)loyed  himself  at  whatever  he  conld 
find  to  do,  being  at  one  time  the  partner  of  Aaron 
Hardin  in  splitting  rails  and  cord-wood.  Their 
best  week's  work  was  fortj'-eight  cords  of  wood, 
cut,  split  and  piled,  and  this  was  done  at  twentv- 
live  cents  per  cord,  when  rails  were  fortj'-five  cents 
per  100. 

The  next  )nost  important  event  in  the  life  of  our 
subject  was  his  marriage,  which  occurred  Dec.  23, 
18.54,  with  Miss  ^lartha  E.  Custer.  The  newly 
wedded  pair  commenced  the  journey'  of  life  to- 
gether at  the  old  Custer  homestead,  which  is  now 
the  [jroperty  of  our  subject,  and  Mr.  Dalby  there- 
after farmed  on  rented  land  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  War.  In  18G2  he  went  one  da3-  to  assist 
a  neighbor  with  his  u  ork  and  when  he  came  back 
with  his  pitchfork  over  his  shoulder  his  attitude 
and  bearing  were  such  that  his  wife  exclaimed 
when  she  saw  him  coming,  "there.  1  bet  he  is  going 
to  the  war."  He  entered  the  house  and  asked  for 
some  clothing,  and  in  ten  minutes  w;is  off  for  Ho- 
mer, and  joining  some  of  his  comrades  repaired 
with  them  to  Camp  Uuller  and  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  73d  Illinois  Infantry. 

Mr.  Dalby  accomiianied  iiis  regiment  to  the 
front  and  6rst  engaged  in  the  battle  of  I'erryville, 
Oct.  8,  18G2.  In  the  early  part  of  the  engage- 
ment lie  was  in  the  front  line  of  battle  and  had 
only  discharged  six  or  seven  shots  when  a  rebel 
bullet  struck  him  in  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen, 
jiasslng  through  the  upijer  lobe  of  the  liver  and 
came  out  at  the  right  of  the  spine,  grazing  the 
point  of  one  of  the  vertebrae.  The  ball  before  en- 
tering his  body  struck  the  cap  box  on  his  belt, 
passed  through  the  box  and  his  belt,  through  his 
coat,  the  waistband  on  his  pants  then  through  his 
body  and  returning  cut  through  the  waistbantl  and 
'•body  belt"  and  knocked  the  handle  off  the 
butcher  knife  on   his  belt,  leaving  the  blade  iu  its 


scabbard  and  glanced  otf  to  the  loar.  He  pulled 
out  of  the  wound  a  bunch  of  the  wood  from  his  cap 
liox,  some  cotton-batting  from  his  coat  an<l  a  metal 
primer  which  he  carried  in  the  box.  He  was  taken 
to  the  field  hospital  and  a  rubber  tube  pulled 
through  his  body  twice:  He  was  then  conveyed  to 
the  I'erryville  General  Hospital,  where  he  remained 
until  October  18()3,  and  was  then  transferred  to 
New  Alban\-,  Ind.  lie  was  discharged  fnnn  the 
hospital  there,  Jan.  20,  18G1. 

JNIr.  Dalby  now  returned  to  his  family  and  al- 
though he  has  been  almost  wholly  disabled  for 
work  since  that  time  he  declares  he  is  ready  to 
fight  the  battle  over  again  if  the  occasion  arises. 
He  .and  his  excellent  wife  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  performed  the  part  of  parents  to  a 
boy  and  girl,  the  former  the  son  of  a  comrade  of 
]Mr.  Dalby,  who  was  discharged  from  the  army  for 
disability  and  died.  The  boy  Joe  II.  Summers,  lic- 
camc  an  inmate  of  their  home  at  the  age  of  seven 
years  and  remained  there  until  twenty-one.  He  is 
now  married  and  lives  in  ^lendon.  Neb.  The 
girl  Mary  J.  Custer  was  taken  by  them  when  Init 
eleven  months  old  and  is  still  with  theni.  now 
grown  to  womanhood. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  in  view  of  his  war 
record  that  :Mr.  Dalby,  politically,  is  a  decided  Re- 
publican. He  liad  two  brothers  in  the  army,  one 
of  whom,  Albert,  enlisted  in  Company  C.  2.'Jth 
Illinois  Infantry  and  at  Murfreeslioro  was  wounded 
through  the  wrist  and  arm.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  first  term  of  enlistment  he  entered  the  veteran 
icserve  corps  from  which  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. Another  brother,  William  H.  H.,  the 
joiuigest  of  the  family,  was  born  in  1840  and  en- 
listed in  Company  D,  63d  Illinois  Infantry.  He 
was  killed  b3-  the  exj/losion  of  a  magazine  at  Co- 
lumbia, S.  C,  I^eb.  I'J.  18G.J,  being  terribly 
mangled  and  blown  into  a  river.  He  had  strength, 
however,  to  swim  ashore  and  was  taken  to  the  hos- 
[lital  where  he  died.  He  had  been  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Sergeant.  Mr.  Dalby  h.as  otiiciatcd  as  Road 
Overseer  and  is  a  member  of  Homer  I'ost  No.  2G3. 
G.  A.  R. 

Jacob  yi.  Custer,  the  father  of  .Mrs.  Dalby.  was, 
with  his  wife  ,  Elizabeth  Oeheltree,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia,     They  came  to  Illiuois  in  1819  settling  in 
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this  county,  but  Inter  removed  to  Cliampaign 
County,  where  the  de.atli  of  Mr.  Custer  took  i)l.'\ce, 
Sept.  17,  ISG'j.  His  widow  sul>>(^quently  married 
.lolm  L.  M\'ers  wlio  has  since  died,  and  Mrs.  Myers 
is  now  living  at  Homer  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  Slie  is  the  mother  of  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living  and  of  whom  Mrs.  Dalby  was 
next  to  the  eldest.  She  was  born  Sept.  4,  18oG,  in 
Fayette  Count}-  Oliio,  received  a  fair  education  and 
was  married  at  the  age  of  eighteen  3"ear?.  She 
is  a  very  estimable  lady  of  more  than  usual  benev- 
olence and  is  a  meml)erof  the  Homer  "Woman's  Re- 
lief Corps,  No.  69.  She  was  at  one  time  President 
of  this  bod}-  and  was  presented  with  a  very  fine 
gold  badge  as  Past  President  by  the  members  of 
her  corjis  as  a  token  of  their  appreciation  of  her 
worth  and  services.  She  has  never  missed  a  meet- 
ing, either  regular  or  special  since  its  organization, 
in  April,  18S7.  In  religious  matters,  she  belongs 
to  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

Mr.  Dalb}-  during  the  d.ays  of  his  early  manhood 
was  an  expert  hunter  and  has  brought  down  many 
a  deer  in  this  county.  He  is  naturally  possessed 
of  great  courage  and  bearing,  but  is  uniformly 
kind-hearted  to  all  except  the  enemies  of  his 
country. 

.J^Jg^J. • 

\TOHN  COLE.  The  bold,  hardy,  intelligent 
sons  of  New  England  have  borne  a  prom- 
inent j)art  in  the  settlement  of  the  great 
West,  and  as  a  noble  type  of  th  jse,  one  who 
was  a  pioneer  of  ^'ermilion  County  in  early  days, 
we  are  pleased  to  present  to  the  readers  of  this 
work  a  review' of  the  life  of  the  gentleman  wlicjse 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 

In  the  pleasant  spring  month  of  Ma}-,  1837,  just 
fifty-two  years  ago,  our  sulijcct.  then  in  the  prime  ; 
and  vigor  of  earl}'  manhood,  twenty-two  years  of  I 
age,  left  his  native  home  among  the  beautiful  hills  i 
of  Vermont  to  see  if  life  held  anything  bettor  for  ! 
him  on  the  broad  prairies  of  this  then  far  Western  i 
State,  animated  doubtless,  by  the  pioneer  spirit  I 
that  caused  some  remote  ancestor  to  leave  his  En-  [ 
glish  cot  and  >cck  a  new  home  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  still  later  caused  one  of  his  descend-    , 


ants,  in  turn,  to  journey  to  the  Green  -Mountain 
State  on  the  same  quest.  In  that  day  the  tripcon- 
tcmplated  by  our  subject  was  a  great  undertaking, 
it  being  but  slow  traveling  before  railways  spanned 
the  continent,  and  many  il.avs  and  weeks  even 
p.issod  before  he  reached  his  destination.  lie  went 
first  with  a  team  to  Troy,  and  thence  by  the  Erie 
Canal  to  Buffalo,  expecting  to  proceed  on  his  jour- 
ney from  there  on  the  Lakes,  but  the  ice  prevented 
further  [wssage  after  the  boat  had  gone  thirt\-  miles 
on  Lake  Erie.  His  next  courst;  was  to  hire  a  man 
to  take  him  in  a  wagon  to  Chicago,  paying  him 
SIO.  There  he  saw  a  little  city,  or  village,  rather, 
situateil  in  a  low  sivamp,  from  which  the  frogs 
would  venture  to  sun  themselves  on  the  narrow 
plank  walks  till  some  passing  pedestrian  distur!)ed 
their  repose  and  caused  them  to  jump  into  the 
water.  There  were  no  indications  th.at  one  day  that 
spot  was  to  be  the  site  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
finest  cities  on  tlie  continent.  From  there  Mi'.  Cole 
proceeded  on  foot  to  the  fertile  and  beautiful  val- 
ley of  the  Fox  River,  and  after  tarrying  there  a 
few  davs  to  visit  some  old  friends  he  walked  on  to 
Vermilion  County.  lie  loaned  what  money  he  had 
taking  a  mortgage  on  a  piece  of  land  which  w.as 
encumbered  by  a  prior  mortg.age,  and  he  soon  had 
to  buy  the  land  in  order  to  save  his  money.  The 
summer  of  1838,  was  noted  among  the  early  settlers 
as  the  sickly  season,  and  almost  everybody  was  ill, 
but  Mr.  Cole's  fine  constitution  withstood  the  at- 
tacks of  disease  and  he  remained  sound  and  healthy. 
Our  subject  found  here  the  virgin  prairie  and  prim- 
eval forest  scarcely  disturbed  by  the  few  pioneers 
th.at  had  preceded  him;  there  were  still  traces  of 
the  alioriginal  settlers  of  tiie  country,  and  deer, 
wolves,  and  other  wild  animals  hud  not  tied  before 
the  advancing  step  of  civilization.  Settlements 
w-ere  few  and  scattering,  and  Chicago  and  New  t)r- 
leans  were  the  most  acccssiljle  markets,  the  only  wav 
lo  the  former  city  being  over  rough  roads  by  team, 
and  to  the  Latter  liy  tlatboat.  via  the  Vermilion.  Wa- 
Imsli.  Ohio  and  ?ilississi|ipi  rivers.  Mr.  Cole  fre- 
quently sent  produce  to  those  cities  but  did  not 
journey  there  himself.  He  was  one  of  the  tirst 
wool  growers  in  the  counly,  but  experienced  much 
difticnlty  in  raising  sheep  in  the  early  days  here  un 
account  of  the  wolves  that  would   fre(iuently  kill 
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some  of  his  tlocic  in  sight  of  the  liouse.  He  liad  a 
small  horse  that  was  an  export  jumper  and  mount- 
ed on  tliat  animal  Mr.  Colo  luirsneil  the  wulves 
and  killed  many  of  them.  lie  eommenccd  with 
forty-nine  sheep  and  finally  had  a  large  lloek.  num- 
bering 2,20u  of  a  fine  breed.  He  invested  in  real 
estate  iicre  and  engaged  in  farming,  and  in  course 
of  3-ears  met  with  more  than  ordinary  success  in 
his  calling  and  became  a  large  land  owner,  and 
now  has  1,3G0  acres  of  fine  land,  divided  into  three 
farms.  The  one  on  which  he  resides  on  secticnis  I 
19  and  20,  is  one  of  the  choicest  in  the  county.  j 

We  must  no"w  go  back  to  the  early  history  of  our   I 
subject,  and  refer  to  his  birth  and  ancestry.     He   | 
was  born  in   the   pretty  town  of  Shaftsbury,  l}en-   j 
nington  Co.,   Xt:..  Ma}'   27,    ISI.j.  a  son  of  Uriah    j 
Cole,  a  native  of  the  same  county  and  town.     I'ar-    | 
ker  Cole,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  na-   [ 
five  of  Rhode  Island,  of  English  ancestry.     When    , 
he  was  sixteen  j-ears  old  his  parents  moved  to  the    | 
wilds  of  Vermont,  before  the  Revolutionar}-   War,    i 
the  removal  being  made  with  one  yoke  of    oxen    | 
and  one  cow,  they  were  guided  by  marked  trees  for 
twenty  miles,  the  road  from   Williamstown.  INIass., 
being  a  mere  trail.     The  grandfatherof  our  subject 
spent  his  remaining   days   in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  buying  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  from  which 
he  cleared  a  farm,  and  he  at  one  time  owned  1,000 
acres  of   land.     For  some  time  the  nearest  market 
was  at  "Williamstown,   Mass.,  twent}-   miles  away, 
and  Troy,  N.  Y.,  thirty-two  miles  distant   was  also 
a  market   town.     The   maiden   name  of  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subject  was  MoUie  Nash,  and  she  was 
also  a  native  of  Rhode  Island.     She  frequently  told 
her   grandchildren    the  stor^'   of  their  removal   to 
Vermont,  and  how  when  she  forded  the  Connecti- 
cut River,  the  water  was  so  deep  that  the  pony  on 
which  she  rode  had  to  swim.  She  died  in  the  eighty- 
fourth   year    of  her  age,  on  the    old    homestead, 
and  now   lies  beside  her  husband  in  the  cemetery 
at  Shaftsbury.    The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared    | 
in  his  native  town,  and  after  he  had  grown  to  man's    i 
estate   his  father  gave   him   a   farm  in  Shaftsbur}',    j 
and   he  bought  other  land  till  he  had  about  400    | 
acres,     lie   spent  his  entire  life  in  his  birthpl.ace, 
dying  there  wlicn  about  sixty  ^ears  of  age.     The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 


ject, was  Nancy  Barton,  and  siie  was  also  a  native 
of  Shaftsbury,  coming  of  good  old  New  I-'ngland 
stock.  Her  father,  Garner  Barton,  was  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  in  earl}'  life  was  a  sailor.  He 
was  a  pioneer  of  Shaftsburj'  and  buying  land  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  also  built  and  operated  a 
tannery.  He  was  a  resident  there  till  his  demise  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninelj'-six  years.  Tlie  mater- 
nal grandmother  of  our  subject  died  on  t!ic  home 
farm  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
She  was  a  <.iuakcr.  The  mothei-  of  our  subject  was 
reared  and  spent  her  entire  life  among  the  green 
hills  of  ^'ermont  in  the  town  of  Shaftsbury.  There 
were  seven  children  born  of  her  marriage,  namely: 
Hiram,  living  in  North  Bennington,  ^'t.;  John; 
Almira,  who  married  George  Clark,  and  died  two 
3ears  later;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infanc}-;  James 
1!..  living  in  \'ermilion  County;  ^lary,  wife  of  Jon- 
athan C.  Houghton,  of  North  Bennington,  ^'t.; 
George  Byron  died  in  Shaftsbury. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  man's  estate 
in  the  home  of  his  birth,  gleaning  his  education  in 
the  public  sciiools.  and  as  soon  as  large  enouirli  he 
assisted  on  the  farm  until  he  came  West  as  before 
mentioned.  In  the  summer  of  1839  he  returned  to 
Vermont,  and  in  the  following  December  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Aurelia  ^liranda  Huntington,  and 
at  once  started  with  his  bride  for  his  new  home  in 
the  Western  wilds;  traveling  with  a  horse  and  a 
covered  wagon,  they  arrived  in  Vermilion  County 
six  weeks  and  three  days  later.  There  was  an  un- 
finished frame  house  on  his  land  on  sections  29  and 
30.  Danville  Township,  and  in  that  he  and  his  bride 
commenced  housekeeping.  He  resided  there  about 
nineteen  3ears,  and  then  rented  his  farm  and  moved 
to  Elwood  Township  where  he  improved  a  larije 
farm,  and  made  his  home  there  till  1877.  Then 
leaving  his  son  in  charge  he  went  to  vShelb3'ville. 
111.,  where  he  bought  property,  and  was  a  resident 
of  that  city  till  1882,  when  he  bought  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  resides  in  Danville  Township. 

Mr.  Cole  has  been  married  three  times.  The 
wife  of  liis  early  manhood  died  in  January,  1847. 
leaving  one  child,  Miranda  S..  now  the  wife  of 
James  McKee,  of  Danville.  Jlr.  Cole's  second  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  in  IS.'jO,  was  to  Miss  Nancy 
Weaver,  a  native  of  Brown  County,  Ohio,  a  daugh- 
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ter  of  Michnel  ami  Mury  Weavor.  She  (lied  about 
1863,  Ifavintj  one  son,  Ileurv  •!..  who  lives  on  the 
Ridge  farm  in  Elwood  Township.  Mr.  Cole  was 
married  to  his  present  wife  Sue  Patterson,  and  to 
them  liave  come  one  child,  JIary  Editli. 

Our  subject  can  look  back  over  a  long  life  that 
lias  been  wisely  spent,  and  his  record  is  that  of  an 
honorable,  upright  man,  whose  high  personal  cliar- 
acter  has  made  him  an  inlluenco  for  good  in  llu; 
county  where  he  has  made  his  home  for  over  half 
a  centnr}'.  and  with  whose  interests  his  own  are  so 
closely  allied  that  in  acquiring  wealth  he  has  far- 
thered its  material  prosperity.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat. 


NDREW  .J.  SINKHORX,  .Supervisor  of 
Pilount  Township,  with  whose  agricidtnral 
and  milling  interests  he  is  connected  as  a 
practical,  wide-awake  farmer  and  skillful 
miller,  owning  and  operating  a  sawmill,  is  a  fine 
type  of  the  citizen-soldiers  of  our  country,  who 
saved  the  Union  from  dissolution  in  the  trying 
times  of  the  Great  Rebellion,  and  since  then  have 
qnietlj-  pursued  various  vocations  and  professions, 
and  have  been  important  factors  in  bringing  this 
couutr\-  to  its  present  high  status  as  one  of  tlie 
greatest  and  grandest  nations  on  earth.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  war  our  subject  went  forth  with 
his  brave  comrades  to  fight  his  country's  battles, 
he  being  then  but  nineteen  jears  of  age.  a  stalwart, 
vigorous  youth,  and  he  consecrated  the  opening 
years  of  his  manhood  to  the  cause  for  which  he  was 
ready  to  give  up  even  life  itself,  if  need  be.  Not- 
withstanding his  youtlifnlness.  he  displaced  the 
qualities  of  a  true  soldier,  and  in  course  of  time  was 
promoted  from  the  ranks. 

Andrew  .Sinkhorn,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  A'irginia.  During  some  period  of  his  life 
ho  went  to  Kentucky,  and  was  there  married  to 
Frances  Shannon,  a  native  of  that  .State,  and  iliey 
began  tlicir  wedded  life  there  in  Boyle  C\>untv. 
and  there  their  useful  lives  were  rounded  out  in 
•  Icath.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 


:  Dec.  3.  LSI 2,  he  was  born  in  his  parents'  ple.asant 
home  in  I'.oyle  County.  Ky.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in  tiie  common 
sciiools.  Aug.  \2.  \sc,\.  his  lu'art  beating  high 
I  with  youthful  ardor  .-uid  patriotism,  he  entered 
i  upon  his  career  as  a  >oldier.  enlisting  at  that  date  in 
Company  A,  4th  Kentucky  Infantry,  and  had  four 
years  experience  of  life  on  the  battlefield  or  in 
rebel  prisons.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Cliicaumauga  and  Mill  Springs,  Ky..  and  in 
the  latter  contest  lost  a  part  of  his  index  finger. 
He  was  at  Perryville,  Ky.,  Mission  Ridge,  and 
Atlanta,  and  while  near  the  latter  cily  he  was  cap- 
tured by  the  rebels,  .and  w.as  held  for  seven  months, 
during  which  time  he  was  confined  in  Anderson  ville, 
and  later  in  Florence,  S.  C,  suffering  all  the  horrors 
and  hardships  of  life  in  rebel  prisons.  His  steadv 
[  courage  and  heroic  .actions  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
and  his  obedience  to  his  superiors,  vvon  him  their 
commendation,  and  he  received  de.-erved  promo- 
;  tion  from  the  ranks  to  the  position  of  Sergeant. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service  and  honorably  discharged. 

After  his  bitter   experience   of  military  life  Mr. 
Sinkhorn    returned   to  his  old  Kentucky  home  and 
engaged   in   farming   in  Boyle  County  the  ensuing 
two  years.       In  the  spring  of  18G9  he  decided  that 
he  could  do  still  better  in  his  chosen  calling  on  the 
rich    soil    of    Illinois,    and    coming    to   Vermilicju 
County,  he  settled  in  Blount  Township,  and  h.as  re- 
sided here  and   in    Ross  Township  since  that  time. 
,    engaging  both  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  in  mill- 
I    ing   with    gi-eat  success,   and    he  is  justly  classed 
i    among  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  the  townslii)). 
Mr.    Sinkhorn    has  been    three    times    married. 
.    He  was  first  married    in    his  native  county,  to  .le- 
'    minia  Ann  Cozatt,  who  was  also  a  n.itive  of  Bovic 
County.      After  the  birth  of  one  child  that  dietl  in 
I    infancy,    she    p.assed    away   in   her  native  county. 
Mr.  .Sinkhorn's   second   marriage  was   to  Emily   ,J. 
'   Sexton,  they  having  been  wedded   in    Ross  Town- 
shii).  tliis  county.       March   28,    1880.  she  departed 
this  life.      .She  was  a  sincere  and  active  member  of 
the  Christian  Church.      Four  children  were  born  .if 
that   marriage — 'William    H..  Eiiward    i;..   ,Iesse  O., 
and  Ann;i  M.      The  niiiiden  name  of  .Mr.  Sinkhorn's 
present    wife,  to  whom    he  was   united    in    Blount 
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Township,  was  Mar^'  E.  rilkington,  and  sbe  was 
the  widow  of  John  Pilkingtoii,  and  daugiitor  of 
William  Gritton.  Two  cliildicn  liave  been  born  of 
this  nianiai;o,  Ida  E.  and  Girtie. 

Since  coming  to  tliis  township  Jlr.  Sinkhoin  lias 
proved  a  iistful  citizen,  and  a  valuable  addition 
to  the  citizenship  of  the  ijlace.  He  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  and  in 
every  way  manifests  an  earnest  desire  to  promote 
the  highest  interests  of  the  community.  His  pleas- 
ant, genial  disposition  has  made  him  popular  with 
his  fellow-townsmen,  and,  what  is  better,  he  enjoys 
their  confidence.  He  was  elected  Constable  of 
Blount  Township,  and  served  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents  seven  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1886  he  w.is  elected  Supervisor  of  the  township, 
held  the  oUice  one  j-ear,  and  in  the  spring  of  1889 
was  again  selected  for  this  important  ofllce,  and  is 
still  an  incumbent  thereof.  He  has  a  deeply  re- 
ligious nature,  and  in  him  the  Free  Methodist 
Church  has  (fine  of  its  most  esteemed  members,  and 
at  the  present  time  he  is  Class-Leader. 


EV.  THOMAS  COX  was  born  Aug.  6,  1829, 
■'-^  in  Lawrence  Ciiunty,  Ky.  He  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Polly  Cox,  the  former  of 
'^)  whom  was  born  in  liawrence  Countv,  June 
22,  1799,  while  his  wife,  Polly  (Markham)  Cox, 
first  saw  the  light  at  the  same  place  on  Feb.  17, 
1817.  John  Cos  served  in  the  War  of  1832  known 
as  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  was  the  father  of  six 
children,  Thomas  being  the  fourth  child. 

John  Cox  and  family  came  to  this  county  in 
1829,  settling  six  miles  west  of  Danville  on  the 
Middle  Fork,  where  he  followed,  with  a  large  de- 
gree of  success,  the  occupation  of  acar[)enter,  and 
also  owned  a  tine  farm.  He  died  on  May  2;!,  18  IC, 
universally  respected  by  all  his  acquaintances.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  Democrat.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church;  the  latter  died  on 
Sept.  2,  18^)1.  This  couple  were  among  the  origi-  i 
nal  settlers  of  this  county,  and  as  sucli,  went 
through  all  the   vicissitudes  that  surround  the  pin-    i 


ucer.     The\-  were   faithful  in  everj-thing  they   un- 
dertook, and  with  them  life  was  not  a  failure. 

Thomas  Cox,  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written, 
came  to  this  county  with  his  father  when  he  was 
liut  six  Weeks  old,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
his  father  died  leaving  liini  to  make  his  own  wa3' 
in  the  world.  He  went  into  the  unequal  battle 
with  a  determination  to  win,  and  his  endeavors 
have  been  met  In'  success.  He  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old 
when  he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  occupation  he  followed  until  18C7,  when  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  Newell  Townshii)and  where  he 
now  resides.  On  Nov.  28,  IS.jO  he  was  married  to 
Susan  Orr,  daughter  of  John  and  Parthenia  Orr, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  They  came  to  Indiana  in  a 
very  early  day  and  were  united  in  marri.ige  in 
Fountain  Count}',  that  State.  Mrs.  Cox  was  born 
July  1,  1831.  she  being  the  fourth  child  of  a  family 
of  twelve.  She  resided  in  Indiana  until  she  became 
eighteen  3'ears  of  age,  when  she  removed  to  Illinois 
with  her  parents,  both  of  whom  are  ilead.  The 
Rev.  jNIr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  are  tiie  parents  of  three 
children:  William  L.,  who  is  a  farmer  of  this 
county,  married  ^Nliss  Kate  Robinson;  Martha  J.,  is 
the  wife  of  A.  Clapp,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Xewell  Township,  while  David  M.  is  the  husljand 
of  Miss  Sarah  Bell.  They  are  living  on  a  farm  in 
the  same  township. 

'Sir.  Cox  is  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  good  land 
which  he  cultivates  with  a  large  degree  of  success, 
and  besides  this  he  has  given  all  his  children  a  farm 
and  has  educated  them  as  best  he  could  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  This  is  one  of  the  beauties  of  tiie  sys- 
tem of  American  farming  which  makes  it  [)ossible 
for  the  parent  to  start  his  children  out  in  life  with 
land  enough  to  insure  their  comfort  and  even  com- 
petence, and  it  is  within  the  reach  of  every  provi- 
dent farmer  to  do  this  to  a  large  or  small  extent. 
The  industry  that  Mr.  Cox  inherited  has  been  the 
keynote  to  his  success.  In  188G  he  w.as  ordained 
as  a  regular  minister  of  the  gospel  of  the  Regular 
Baptist  Church.  Before  his  ordination  as  a  minis- 
ter, he  was  actively  and  intelliirently  engaged  in 
religious  work,  a  fact  which  led  him  u|i  to  occupy  ' 
a  pulpit. 

Mr.  Cox   has  served  his  township    as  a  Commis- 
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siuner  of  lli<jlnv:i_vs  ami  School  Trf:i>iirei',  lillinij; 
tlicse  oflic'OS  with  laic  fiilelity  ami  iuti'liiuLiicc.  He 
has  nUva\s  talcen  Kie^t  iiitei'Lst  in  eclucational 
iiiattcvs  ami  has  ijoiisoqiiL'iilly  aiilcd  his  iieigliboi'- 
hood  in  having  the  best  of  schools.  Political!)- 
lie  ads  with  the  Doinocratio  party,  but  since  eu- 
ti'i'ing  ministerial  work  he  does  not  take  mnch 
interest  in  political  fpicstions.  As  a  C'iiristian 
worker  Mr.  Cox  is  very  zcaloiis.  He  preaches 
every  Sabbath  either  at  home  or  on  a  oircnit. 
uhicli  comprises  Crawfordsville.  Ind.,  liig  Shaw- 
nee and  Stony  Creek.  The  record  of  Mr.  Cox 
as  a  citi/.cn  and  a  preacher  is  of  the  very  best. 


^"OHN  Vr.  TURNER.  M.D..  :Mayor  of  Fair- 
i  mount  and  a  practicing  physician  of  first- 
class  standing,  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
city  since  1881.  He  occupies  one  of  the 
finest  residences  in  the  place,  and  there  are  few 
men  more  widely  or  favorably  known  in  the  town- 
ship. He  has  been  prominent  in  politics  aud  relig- 
ion—  a  leading  light  in  the  Republican  part.v  and 
an  earnest  laborer  in  the  Sunday-school,  the  friend 
of  temperance  and  the  uniform  supporter  of  all 
those  measures  instituted  to  elevate  society  and 
benefit  the  people. 

In  referring  to  the  parental  historj-  of  our  sub- 
ject, we  find  that  he  is  a  son  of  .John  T.  Turner,  a 
native  of  JIaryland,  who  married  Miss  Catherine 
Shane,  a  native  of  A'iiginia.  Soon  after  marriage 
the  parents  settled  in  Warren  Count}-,  Ohio,  then 
removed  to  Claj-  County,  Ind.  The  father  was  a 
wagon  manufacturer,  and  the  household  circle  in 
due  time  included  eight  children,  four  sons  and 
four  daughters.  Of  these  John  W.  was  the  seventh 
eliikl.  He  was  born  in  C'laj-  County,  Ind.,  ^larch 
21,  18159,  and  there  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
ami  youth,  pursuing  his  earl}'  studies  in  the  com- 
mon schools. 

The  subsequent  j-ears  of  Dr.  Tinner  until  a  man 
of  twenty-six  were  occupied  mostly  as  a  medical 
^tnilent.  Then  determined  to  see  something  of  the 
Country  in  which  he  lived,  lie  started  over  the 
plains  to  Oregon,  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  Omaha 


and  soon  afterward  biilding  farewell  to  the  haunts 
(if  civilization,  journeyed  on  the  ncirth  side  of 
the  Platte  Ri.er,  through  Nebraska.  Wyoming, 
Idaho  an<l  oii  to  Oregon.  He  reached  Portland 
six  months  after  leaving  home.  During  the  trip 
the  party  had  numci'ous  engagements  with  the 
Sioux  Indians,  one  vei-y  serious  among  the  Black 
Hills. 

Besides  the  Indians  the  Doctor  met  men  from 
most  all  parts  of  every  country  during  his  tour  in 
the  wild  West,  and  learned  many  interesting  facts 
in  connection  therewith  and  the  liabits  of  life  on 
the  frontier,  besides  having  an  opportunity  to  view- 
some  of  the  most  wild  and  romantic  scenery  in  the 
world.  We  next  find  him  ofliciating  as  a  peda- 
gogue in  Oregon  for  six  months.  He  had  already- 
made  up  his  mind  to  adopt  the  medical  profession, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time  entered  the  med- 
ical department  of  Willamette  University,  Oregon, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  honors  in  1872. 
He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Vancouver,  Wash.,  where  he  sojourned  four  years. 
Here  occurred  the  first  great  allliction  of  his  life  in 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  which  occurred  in 
1S7G.  Soon  afterward  he  returned  to  this  State 
and  w.as  located  in  Oakland,  Coles  Count}',  for  five 
years. 

In  1881  Dr.  Turner  took  up  his  residence  in 
Fairmount,  where  he  has  made  all  arrangements  to 
spend  at  least  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  has 
a  most  pleasant  and  attractive  home,  a  fine  and 
growing  practice  and  apparently  every  tiling  to  make 
existence  desirable.  He  was  first  married  in  18G1  to 
!Mlss  Harriet  N.,  daughter  of  Judge  William  E. 
Smith,  of  Toledo,  Cumberland  County,  this  state. 
Of  this  union  there  were  born  four  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  a  son,  Alva  M.,  married  Miss 
Phaba  A.  Reese,"and  is  employed  in  the  drug-store 
of  Lamon  tfc  Lamon.  of  Fairmount;  his  wife  died 
.V[iril  25.  1880,  of  apo[)lexy;  Sharon  C.  is  doing 
a  large  business  as  a  contractor  at  Ocean  Beach, 
Pacific  Co.,  Wash.  He  is  unmarried;  Nancy  C. 
is  the  wife  of  Edward  Bii?bs-  and  lives  seven  miles 
south  of  Fuirmounl;  they  have  no  children;  AVill- 
iam  E.  was  accidentally  killed  on  the  radroad  track 
w-est  of  the  depot.  .Vpril  IS,  18.S.3,  al  the  age  of 
thirteen   years.     Mrs.   Harriet   N.  (Smith)   Turner 
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de])arted  this  life  at  lur  lesiilenee.  in  \'aiuouver, 
AVasli.,  in  January,  187G. 

Dr.  Turner  contracted  a  second  maniaire  in 
April,  1877,  ■nitli  Miss  Klizu  .J.  Hoagland,  foster 
daughter  of  John  S.  Cofer,  of  Areola,  III.,  the  wed- 
ding taking  place  at  Paris.  This  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  two  children,  .Tolin  W.  and  ^far}-,  both 
living  with  their  father  and  attending  school.  The 
motlier  died  April  30,  18s  1.  On  the  10th  of  .Inly. 
1884,  the  Doctor  was  married  to  Jliss  ilary  E. 
Mills,  one  of  the  leading  ladj'  teachers  of  Vermilion 
County.  Mrs.  Turner  is  a  ladj-  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary accomplishments  and  stands  high  in  the  social 
circles  of  the  community.  The  Doctor  and  his 
wife  with  the  elder  children  are  all  connected  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  Turner  is  a 
member  of  the  Ofiicial  Board  and  Vice-president 
of  the  Township  Sunda3'-schooI  Association,  which 
latter  oflice  he  has  iield  for  the  last  three  years. 
He  gives  much  time  to  the  religious  instruction  of 
the  j'oung,  a  subject  in  which  he  has  entertained  a 
lifelong  interest. 

At  the  Last  election  for  the  city  offices,  Dr.  Turner 
was  reelected  I'resident  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
receiving,  with  the  exception  of  eleven,  all  of  the 
votes  cast  for  this  office.  He  is  a  pronounced  Re- 
publican with  broad  and  liberal  ideas,  and  belongs 
to  the  A.  F.  it  A.  'SI.,  being  blaster  of  the  lodge  at 
Fairmount  for  four  years  in  succession.  lie  also 
belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen,  in  which  Order 
he  is  Medical  Examiner  and  holds  the  same  position 
in  connection  with  eight  life  insurance  com|)anics 
doing  business  in  this  state.  As  may  be  supposed, 
bis  practice  and  his  official  duties  absorb  a  large 
portion  of  his  time,  but  he  still  finds  the  opportun- 
ity to  indulge  occasionally  in  hunting  and  fishing, 
in  which  he  is  an  expert  and  of  which  sports  he  is 
excessivel}'  fond.  The  temperance  cause  finds  in 
him  one  of  its  firmest  advocates.  Genial  and  com- 
panionable by  nature,  he  is  one  naturally  making 
hosts  of  friends.  As  an  orator  he  possesses  talents 
of  no  mean  order,  and  is  frequently  called  upon  to 
address  political,  religious  and  olhei'  meetings. 
There  are  always  a  few  men  who  nuist  lead  in  a 
communit}-,  and  Dr.  Turner,  of  Fairmount,  is  an 
admirable  representative  of  this  class  of  the  com- 
munity.      Therefore  we   are    pleased    to     present 


to  the  readers  of  tills  volume  a  splendid  por- 
trait of  Dr.  Turner,  as  peri)etuating  the  features 
of  one  honored  and  esteemed  by  all,  and  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  of  the  most  important  official  i)osi- 
tion   in   Fairmount. 


^3-d^^ 


OEORGE  W.  .SMITH,  who  lives  on  section 
,  31  in  Grant  Township,  Vermilion  County, 
has  resided  here  but  six  j'ears.  He  for- 
merly resided  in  Champaign  County,  111.  lie  was 
born  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  July  11.  1833.  his 
parents  being  John  C.  and  Azenith  (Lewis)  Smith, 
the  former  a  native  of  Delaware  and  the  latter  of 
Penns3'lyania. 

The  parents  of  John  C.  Smith  died  in  Delaware 
when  he  was  quite  young,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  in  1808,  he  emigrated  to  what  was  then 
considered  the  Far  West.  He  was  a  carpenter  bv 
trade,  and  located  at  what  is  now  tiie  capital  of 
Ohio,  Columbus,  then  known  as  Franklin.  There 
he  put  on  the  first  shingle  roof  ever  constructed  in 
that  locality,  lie  was  still  there  when  the  War 
of  1812  broke  out,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  .irmv 
under  Capt.  Sanderson,  of  Lancaster.  Ohio.  He 
served  during  the  entire  time  of  the  war,  and  re- 
ceived for  his  services  two  warrants,  each  entitling 
him  to  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  was  with  the 
array  at  Detroit,  and  there  endured  the  har(l5hi|)s 
suffered  b}'  that  part  of  the  army  during  that  ivy- 
ing  period.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  war  :Mr. 
Smitli  returned  to  Lancaster.  st;iying  theie  for  two 
or  three  years.  He  never  located  his  lantl  war- 
rants, which  he  did  not  receive  for  nianv  vears. 
but  sold  them  to  another  party.  In  181 ;»  he 
settled  on  a  farm  on  the  line  that  separates 
Fail-field  and  Pickaway  counties.  Ohio,  and  there 
lived  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  d^'ing  Sliiy  21, 
1857,  in  his  seventy-first  year,  having-  been  born 
JIarch  10,  1787.  He  was  married  in  Fairfield 
County,  in  18Ii).  to  Mrs.  Azenith  Julian,  widow  nf 
.Stephen  L.  Julian,  by  wliuiu  she  hail  three  chil- 
dren, one  of  whiiiii  yet  survives,  and  is  also  named 
Stephen  L..  and  wiio  is  now  living  near  .Marion. 
Grant  Co.,   Ind.,  ami    is    in    his    sevent3--seveiilu 
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\.  ;ir.  Slie  owni^<l  and  lived  on  tlie  fanii.  where  tliey 
afiiTunrd  both  died.  Mrs.  Sinilli  was  burn  JNIaj' 
■Ji.  iT^f.  and  died  Sept.  '21.  lS.r2,  ajred  tfixt3--t'(uir 
\far>  and  fuur  niontlis.  Mr.  and  ^Ir*.  Smith  were 
the  parents  of  seven  ehildren.  the  following  four 
beitii;  deceased:  Helxcea  I.,  was  tlie  wife  of  .Tames 
.M.  .Stewart,  and  died  near  Logan.  Oliio;  Eliza  IL 
was  married  to  Henry  Dnstmnn.  and  died  at  Beaver 
Dam,  Wis.;  Marv  W.,  who  was  the  wife  of  James 
S.  McDowell,  died  at  Tolona.  III.:  and  Elizabeth  S., 
who  was  married  to  John  Burton,  died  also  at  that 
place.  The  survivors  are:  Hannah  A.,  the  wife  of 
L.  C.  Burr,  a  furniture  dealer  in  Tulona;  ^L^rtlia 
.1.  is  living  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

George  W.  Smith  w.as  brought  ni>  on  the  home 
farm  .at  Tarlcton,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age.  Both  his  parents 
being  deceased,  he  sold  the  Ohio  farm  in  1858 
and  removed  to  Tolona.  111.,  where  he  bonyht  a 
farm,  on  whicii  be  lived  until  18.S.'3.  when  he  >old 
it  and  removed  to  his  present  home.  His  birlh- 
(liace  was  in  a  hill}'  countr}'.  and  the  work  in  clear- 
ing and  cultivating  it  w.as  arduous.  He.  therefore, 
had  long  directed  his  attention  to  Illinois  as  a 
[ilace  where  he  could  better  his  fortunes.  "When  he 
came  to  Illinois  he  was  accompanied  b}'  his  three 
^younn^er  sisters,  all  remaining  with  him  until  the 
the  marri.age  of  the  two  i'ldest.  Mr.  Smith  was 
united  in  marriage  Feb.  14,  18G5,  to  Miss  Julia 
11.  Lock,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Escot) 
Lock,  natives  of  England,  where  Mrs.  Smith  was 
born  March  20,  1842.  Her  parents  emigrated  to 
Canada  when  she  was  seven  years  old,  and  in 
18G4  settled  in  Champaign  County,  111.  Both  are 
now  deceased,  the  mother  dying  in  Canada  of  apo- 
plexj-  while  on  a  visit  to  a.  son  living  there,  in 
1874,  aged  sixty-eight.  Her  father  died  in  Cham- 
paign County,  in  188.3.  in  his  eighty- fourth  year. 
.Mr.  Lock  came  to  Canada  alone  in  18  12.  :ind 
liought  a  farm  there,  an<l  tlicn  returned  to  Imii;- 
huid,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years,  and  then 
cune  back  with  his  family.  He  made  sever;il 
eluinges  there  before  coming  to  the  Lnitcd  States, 
biiving  conjiderable  [iroiterty.  He  ultimately  be- 
'uine  a  large  l:ind-ownei-.  alone  owning  1  ,.500  acres 
in    Chiiuipaign   County.   111.      Mr.   and   Mrs.  Lock 


;    had  eleven  children,  all  but  one  of  wlioni  are  now 
1    living.     '\\'illiam  is  a  farmer   in  Canada;  Louisa  is 

the  wife  f)f  Josej)!!  Spettigue.  of  London.  Canada; 
'  Henry  is  a  farmer  at  lielmont.  Canad.-i;  Eliza 
!  was  the  wife  of  Corelia  Fields,  and  died  in 
'  Canada;  James  is  living  at  .St.  Thomas.  Canada, 
i  where  he  is  a  boot  and  shoe  dealer;  Benjamin  lives 
!    in  Champaign  County,   111.     Mrs.  Smith  was  next 

in  Older  of  birth,  then  Daniel,  a  farmer  in  ^Marshall 
j  County,  Kan.  John  is  also  a  farmer  at  I'hilo,  111.. 
!  and  Ilattie  is  the  wife  of  ]M.  L.  Brewer,  a  farmer 
!    in  the  same  [)lace.  Frank  was  drowned  while  swini- 

minir.  when  eight  years  of  ai^e.  Mr.  and  ]Mrs. 
'  Smith  have  no  children,  but  the  child  of  his  sifter 
I  Rebecca  L.,  Frank  L.  .Stewart,  has  li\'ecl  witii  them 
!  since  he  was  four  months  okL  having  been  adopted 
-  by  his  aunt.  Miss  IMartha  J.  Smith.  He  was  born 
I  in  Logan.  Hocking  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  30,  1857. 
I  While  living  in  Champaign  Count}-,  111.,  Mr. 
!   Smith  was  a  School  Director  for  twenty-four  years, 

and  also  Assessor  for  five  consecutive  terms.  lie 
j  also  held  the  oftices  of  Highway  Commissioner, 
I  Treasurer  and  Clerk  of  the  Board.  He  is  now  one 
I  of  the  School  Directors  of  A'ermilion  County,  and 
'   has  been  since  the  first  year  of  his  residence  here. 

Mr.  Smith  has  .always    sustained    the   character  of 

an   upright  man,  and   the    people  who  know  Lim 

best  are   those  who  .idmire  him  most  for  his  good 

qualities  as  a  man  and  a  neighbor. 


fi       EWIS     HOPPER.       Among    the      notable 
1      j,  /?§)  characteristics  in  the  makeup  of  this  gen- 
I    j— ^v\  tleman  is  his  great  self-reliance  and  the  abil- 
'<    it}-  to  t.ake  care  of  himself,  which   was   evinced   at 
■    an  early   age    and   when  thrown  among  strangers. 
I    His  life  occupation    has   been  that  of    farming,  in 
which  he  has  been   eminently  successful    and  from 
which  it  has  been  exceedingly  difllcult   for  him  to 
ni.'ike  up  his  mind  to  retire,  although  he  has  now- 
done  so.  anfl  is  conifortalily  established  in  a  pleasant 
village    home   at    Fairmount.      Among    the  other 
'    fortunate  thiuL'^s  which  befell  him  during  his  early 
manhood    w.is  the  carclul  wife  and  mother  who  has 
j    stood   by  the  side  of  her   husband    fur   these   many 
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years,  encouragiiiir  him  in  hii<  worthy  aiiiliitiuns  miuI 
.ibh- assisting  hiu)  in  the  struggle  for  a  coniixteiice'. 
Thc3'  have  lived  liappilv  togotlier  for  iii:iii\  \i'ars 
and  are  now  reaping  a  mutual  enjoy iiieiit  from  the 
fruits  of  their  earl}-  toil  and  sacrifices.  Such  have 
been  their  lives  that  they  have  comniaiidcd  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people  wliercver  Ihey 
have  lived,  bearing  that  rc|)ut:ition  for  solid  work 
and  reliability  of  ciiaracter,  which  fonii  the  basis  of 
idi  weU  regidatcd  society. 

In  reviewing  the  antecedents  of  Mr.  IIoi>pcr  we 
find  that  his  parents  were  lievei-ly  and  Sarah 
(Miller)  Hopper,  natives  of  Mrginia  and  tlie 
father  born  in  Cu!pe[)er  County.  They  lived  in 
the  Old  Dominion  after  their  marriage  until  182'J, 
then  changed  their  residence  to  tlie  vicinity  of 
Newark  in  Licking  Co.,  Ohio.  Later.  the\'  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  where  they  died  after  their  nine 
children  were  married  and  scattered.  Of  these 
our  subject,  was  the  3'oungcst  born  and  six  are  still 
living.  He  first  opened  his  e\-es  to  the  light  in 
Virginia  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1827,  and 
was  a  child  in  his  mother's  arms  when  they 
removed  to  the  Buckeye  State.  He  attended  the 
subscription  school  and  worked  with  his  father  on 
the  farm  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  ^-ears. 

Upon  reaching  his  majority  }'Oung  Hopper  be- 
gan learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  but  the  failure 
of  his  employers  soon  threw  him  out  of  business 
and  he  returned  to  the  farm.  He  was  married  in 
1847  to  Miss  JIargaret,  daughter  of  Jacob  Kinse^-, 
of  Peru,  Ind.,  and  lived  in  the  Iloosier  State  until 
August,  1853.  That  year  he  came  to  this  county 
with  his  little  family  and  settled  four  miles  north- 
east of  Fairraount,  residing  thei'c  for  a  period  of 
eleven  years.  He  then  sold  out  and  purchased  a 
farm  five  miles  south-east  of  Fairmount  and  com- 
prising 160  acres  all  prairie.  He  turned  the  first 
furrow  there  and  effected  all  the  other  improve- 
ments which  finall}'  rendered  it  a  valuable  piece  of 
property,  and  occupied  it  until  their  removal  to 
the  vill.age. 

The  six  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
first  wife  are  recorded  as  follows:  John  married 
Miss  Rebecca  A.  Carrington,  is  the  father  of  three 
children  and  liv<s  on  a  farm  four  miles  south-east 
of  Fairmount;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Josejih  English, 


li\i's  near  I'rru.  Ind..  ami  is  the  ni(.>ther  of  one 
child;  Susannah  married  (ieingc  Darr  and  i.-  the 
mother  of  four  children:  they  live  three  miles 
south-west  of  Fairmount;  ^lartlui  Jane,  Mrs. 
Charles  Pemberton.  is  the  mother  of  four  children 
and  lives  six  miles  south  of  Fairmount;  Fiank 
married  Miss  Cora  Hall,  is  the  father  of  one  child 
and  lives  six  miles  south  of  Fairmount;  Mna.  Mrs. 
Jainrs  Smith,  is  the  mother  of  three  children  and 
lives  near  Peru,  Ind.  !Mrs.  iMargaret  (Kinsey) 
Hop[>er  departed  this  life  at  the  homo  farm  in  1870. 

Mr.  nopi>er  contracted  a  second  marriage  March 
1>7,  1880  with  .Mrs.  Lou  (Stansberry)  Olmslead, 
daughter  of  Bonaiiarte  and  Jane  (Wooden)  Stans- 
berry of  Catlin  this  State.  Mr.  Stansberry  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  the  [larental  houseliold 
included  six  children  of  whom  ^Mrs.  Hopper  was 
the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  She  was  born  at  Cat- 
lin. .Tan.  27,  1842,  and  grew  up  amid  the  scenes  of 
pioneer  life,  her  [larcnts  having  liecn  early  settlers 
of  that  region.  Mr.  Stansberry  died  when  his 
daughter  Lou  was  a  young  child.  The  mother  is 
still  living  and  is  now  aged  seventy-seven  years; 
she  is  a  bright  and  intelligent  old  lad^'  and  takes 
delight  in  reviewing  the  scenes  of  her  early  life  in 
Illinois  to  which  her  father  came  as  early  as  1812. 
She  was  present  at  the  opening  of  the  first  court  in 
Vermilion  Count}-. 

Mrs.  Hopper  attended  the  common  schools  dur- 
ing her  childhood  daj-s  and  was  carefully  trained 
by  an  excellent  mother  in  those  housewifely  duties 
which  have  so  much  influence  upon  the  happiness 
and  comfort  of  a  home.  Although  not  belonging 
to  an}'  religious  denomination  3Ir.  and  JIrs  Hop- 
per have  made  it  the  rule  of  their  lives  to  do  unto 
others  as  they  would  be  done  by,  and  among  their 
neighbors  and  friends  have  maintained  that  kindly 
Christian  character,  which  is  the  true  index  of  an 
unseltish  and  benevolent  heart.  Their  home  is 
pleasantly  situated  at  the  east  edge  of  Fairmount. 
where  they  have  five  acres  of  ground  and  a  neat 
residence,  erected  in  1887.  Tho  j-ear  following 
Mr.  Hopper  put  up  a  fine  barn.  He  keeps  some 
stock  and  pays  special  attenti')n  to  the  i'ai?inL'' 
of  swine.  He  ha»  enough  to  keep  himself  I'oni- 
fortalily  busy  without  overtaxing  his  energies. 

While  not  b}'  any  means  a  politician,  Mr.  Hoii- 
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per  keeps  liiinself  well  informed  upon  State  and 
National  events  and  votes  independently  of  an\ 
p.irty.  He  lias  otTiciated  as  School  Director  and 
Triislee  in  liis  District,  also  as  JJoad  Overseer,  fullUl- 
inu'  tlie  duties  of  the  latter  ollice  in  an  especially 
trcditahle  nianniT.  He  identified  himself  with 
the  A.  F.  it  A.  M.  fiatei'nit\-  some  years  ago,  and 
is  connected  with  Fairniouut  Lodge  No.  500. 

^T~OHN  F.  :Nrc(;KK  has  been  a  highly  respected 
I     citizen  of  LUount  Township  since  1857,  and    1 
Ij     is  numbered  among   its  prosiiorous  farmers,    j 
i^JJ    He  lias  a  good,  well-appointed   farm  on  sec     | 
tion  34.  comprising   eighty  acres  of  well-tilled  soil 
that  yields  him  rich  harvests  in  repa3'ment  for  the 
care  and   skill   that  he  expends  in   its  cultivation. 
In  the  cosy  home  that  he  has  built  up  here  he  and 
his  wife  are  enjoying  the  comforts  of   life,  and  are 
well  fortified  against  want  and  privation. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Met  See,  was 
a  native  of  East  Tennessee,  born  in  one  of  its  pio- 
neer homes  in  the  year  1807.  He  was  bred  to  the 
life  of  a  farmer,  and  in  1831  assumed  the  resiwnsi- 
hilities  of  a  domestic  life,  marrying  Rebecca  Hes- 
sey,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Hessey.  Some 
time  after  they  removed  to  Missouri,  and,  after 
living  in  St.  Louis  awhile,  they  settled  in  Greene 
County.  Twelve  years  later  they  went  to  Scott 
County,  Ark.,  where  the  father  bought  a  farm. 
They  lived  there  only  two  years,  however,  and  in 
1852  deiiarted  for  the  Lone  Star  State.  They 
staid  but  three  ^-ears  in  Texas,  in  Cook  County, 
when  they  again  found  themselves  on  the  move, 
and,  returning  to  ^Missouri,  they  settled  in  New- 
tun  Count}',  on  Shoal  Creek,  eleven  miles  above 
tlir  Xeosha  (New  Granby)  lead  mines,  starch  3. 
\x'>lj.  the  father  closed  his  earthly  pilgrimage  when 
suarce  past  the  prime  of  life.  His  wifi^  died  in 
f)etober,  1882.  Of  the  ten  children  horn  to  that 
Worthy  couple  seven  are  now  living,  and  he  of 
wliom  we  write  was  their  fourth  in  order  of  birth, 
lie  was  born  during  their  residence  in  St.  Louis, 
Mi>..  Dec.  19,  18311.  Shortly  afterward  his  parents 
ri'inosH'd  to  Greene  Count\-,  that  State,  and  there. 


as  soon  as  old  enough,  he  was  sent  to  a  subscrip- 
tion school,  which  was  conducted  in  a  rude  log 
cabin  without  a  lloor.  and  with  rough  logs  for 
benches,  wooden  pins  in  the  ends   serving  as  legs. 

(Jur  subject  accompanied  his  [larents  in  their 
various  removals  to  and  fro,  and,  being  a  lad  of 
intelligence  and  observation,  profited  by  what  he 
saw  of  the  country.  He  rruiaiiu'd  an  inmate  of 
the  parental  houschuld  till  the  3'ear  of  his  fa- 
ther's death  (1 850),  and  then,  in  1857.  came  to 
Vermilion  County  and  to  this  township.  Being 
pleased  with  the  country  around  here,  and  the  fa- 
cilities offered  to  an  industrious,  brainy,  3'oung 
farmer,  he  decided  to  locate  here  permanently, 
and,  with  that  end  in  view,  two  years  later  bought 
his  present  farm.  In  the  years  of  hard  labor  that 
have  followed  his  settlement  here  ]Mr.  McGeo  has 
greatly  increased  the  original  value  of  his  farm, 
and  has  brought  it  under  good  cultivation.  He 
has  it  amply  provided  with  the  necessary  build- 
ings, and  ever3-thing  about  the  place  is  in  good 
order,  and  betokens  thrift  and  neatness  on  the  part 
of  the  owner. 

ilr.  JIcGee  has  been  twice  married.  In  18G0 
he  was  wedded  to  Sarah  Jane  \\'atson,  daughter  of 
James  Watson.  She  was  a  truh"  estimable  woman, 
and  made  a  good  wife  and  a  true  helpmate.  In 
18()G  she  closed  her  e3"es  in  death,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren as  the  fruit  of  her  union — Rebecca  Jane,Jo»epli 
Thomas,  and  Precious.  The  marriage  of  our  sub- 
ject with  his  present  wife  took  place  in  187  L  Her 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Hesse}',  and  she  is  a 
<laughter  of  Abram  IIesse3'.  ISIrs.  IMcGee  is  a 
true  helpmate  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  of 
her  pleasant  married  life  four  children  have  been 
born,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  names 
of  the  others  are  Mary  M.  and  Farriu  A. 

During  the  thirtv-two  years  that  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  ^'e^milion  Count}'.  !Mr.  McGec  has  won 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  about  him  b3'  his 
kind,  obliging  ways,  and  liy  his  conscientious,  iip- 
ri<;lit  conduct  in  all  the  alfairs  of  life.  He  is  a 
hard- working,  capalile  man,  and  by  persevering 
and  well-directed  labor  has  established  himself 
comfortal>l3'.  In  politics  he  is  a  sound  Democrat, 
and.  religiously,  is  a  ct>n>i?tent  member  of  the 
Chribiian     C'hurcli.     known     as     the    Campbellite 
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Chiucli.  He  was  elected  Road  Couiiiiissiuiier  in 
188G,  Mild  n.Lcaiii  in' 1880,  and  is  [lerforiiiiiii;  the 
duties  of  that  ollice  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  advantage  of  the  towiislii[). 

^  jflUAA'Sl  JUDY.  Tliis  gentleman  bears 
\.^/i  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best 
W^  farnieis  in  Middle  Fork  Township,  where 
where  he  has  resided  since  aliout  1851.  That  year 
lie  came  with  his  parents  to  this  coniit}-  from  Hardy 
County,  Ya.,  the  journey  being  made  overland  with 
teams  and  oecupj-ing  t!iirty-one  days.  The  father 
located  a  claim  upon  which  there  was  a  log  cabin, 
and  into  it  the  family  removed,  and  lived  there 
several  years.  William  was  then  a  lad  of  thirteen 
years.  Upon  reaching  manhood,  he  purchased  a 
half  section  of  land  in  sections  19  and  20,  and  b}' 
subsequent  purchase  100  acres  have  been  added  to 
the  original  purchase.  Tiie  elder  .ludy  ;ind  his 
boys  improved  a  good  farm,  and  the  father  tiled 
in  1854,  at  the  age  of  about  sixtj'-two  years.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  her 
son  Samuel,  in  Iroquois  County,  this  State. 

Our  subject  during  his  boyhood  pursued  his 
studies  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  subscription  plan,  at- 
tending there  two  terms.  Afterwards  a  regular 
schoolhousc  was  built  at  Wallace  Chai)el,  about 
two  miles  from  his  home,  which  he  also  attended 
for  a  time.  Later  he  prosecuted  his  studies  in 
Danville,  lie  distinctly  remembers  the  time  wiien 
this  section  of  the  countiy  was  a  wild  prairie, 
thinly  settled,  when  deer  and  wolves  were  numer- 
ous, mill  and  market  far  away,  and  when  the  set- 
tlers endured  many  privations  and  hardships  in 
the  struggle  to  maintain  existence. 

Young  Judy  remained  with  his  ividowed  mother 
until  his  marriage,  in  18G2,  to  iNIiss  Nancy  A. 
Wood.  This  lady  was  the  daughter  of  Aljsaloni 
and  Meliiida  (Copcland)  Wood,  and  the  grand- 
daughter of  Henry  A.  Wood,  a  native  of  ^'il•ginia, 
who  emigrated  to  this  county-  and  settled  in  (Iraiit 
Township,  when  there  was  scarcelj'  another  white 
man  within  its  limits.  (Further  notice  will  be 
found  in   the    biograjjliy   uf   Samuel   Copcland  in 


another  chapter  of  tiiis  book.)  Here  he  reared  a 
large  famil3'  and  s|)ent  his  last  days.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  energy  and  industry,  and  improved  a 
good  farm  from  the  wilderness.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Judy  was  his  eldest  child,  and  also  entered  a 
tract  of  laud  from  the  Government,  from  which  he 
built  up  a  farm.  Tiic  grandparents  wore  mem'turs 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  Her  great-great-grand- 
father Wood  was  born  in  England  in  173',).  (irand- 
motlier  AVood's  maiden  name  was  Hoover. 

The  3'oung  couple  took  up  their  abode  in  the 
humble  dwelling,  and  from  that  time  on  labored 
with  the  mutual  purpose  of  maidng  a  home  for 
tliemselvcs  and  their  children.  Their  toils  and 
sacrifices  in  due  time  met  with  a  reward,  and,  in 
addition  to  de\'cloi)ing  his  first  land.  Mr.  Judy 
added  to  his  possessions  until  he  now  has  120 
broad  acres,  the  greater  part  of  whicii  is  enclosed 
with  beautiful  hedge  fencing,  neatly  trimmed,  and 
the  land  all  iii  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  A  fine 
large  dwelling  has  supplanted  their  first  humble 
residence,  and  a  barn  and  other  necessary  out- 
Idiildings,  a  tlourishing  ap[)le  orchard  and  the 
smaller  fruit  trees  form  a  most  attractive  picture 
in  the  landscape. 

There  came  in  due  time  to  the  fireside  of  our 
subject  and  estimable  wife,  twelve  children,  who 
were  named  respectively  :  Lizzie  (J rant,  now  Mrs. 
F.  M.  Slusher;  Frank  L.,  J.  Milton,  Cliarles,  An- 
ncttie,  Alta  Jlay,  Robert  Karl,  ^l3-rtie  Florence, 
Fann\'  Clarinda,  Wilber  Wood.  .Mary  Moliiida  and 
Grace  Ethel.  They  are  all  living,  an<l  form  a  re- 
markably' bright  and  interesting  group.  !Mr.  and 
iNIrs.  Judy  are  members  in  good  standing  uf  the 
^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  attending  Wallace 
Chapel. 

Two  brother  of  our  subject,  Ambrose  and  John, 
during  the  late  Civil  War  enlisted  in  Company-  E, 
.'list  Illinois  Infantry.  John  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  and  his  friends  have 
never  been  able  to  find  his  resting-place.  All  the 
male  members  of  the  faiiiil}'  uniformly  vote  the 
Republican  ticket.  The  father,  Nicholas  Jmly, 
was  tiie  son  of  ^lartiii  Jiul^-,  who  reared  his  fam- 
ily in  A'irginia.  the  State  of  his  I)irth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  tlie  Old    Dominion,  and  was  marridi 
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to  Miss  Mary,  daiii;litc'rof  Aiidrew  iiiul  Mar\-  Skid- 
niDre.  To  tliein  was  born  a  famil3'of  seventeen  cliiU 
(licMi:  .Felui.  .TdIiii.  Andrew,  Rcljocca,  Isaac,  Ellon, 
Amos,  Elizabeth,  W'illiain  (our  subject),  Gabriel, 
V.vc,  Ambrose,  Edward,  Xanuic,  Samuel,  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy.  Eight  of  these  cliildron  are 
living,  and  niakiiitr  their  homes  mostly  in  Illinois. 

Our  subject's  grandfather,  Andrew  Skidmorc. 
married  ]Mis5  Mary  Stoneslieet,  of  A'irginia.  They 
were  both  born  in  that  State.  He  was  a  farmer 
and  stock  dealer,  and  was  the  owner  of  slaves,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  (<randniother 
Skidinore  was  a  noble  woman,  and  taught  the  lirst 
Sabbath-school  ever  h'eld  in  that  county. 

Grandfather  Martin  Judy  was  of  Ciennan  ances- 
try and  the  father  of  twelve  children,  six  bo^s  and 
six  girls.  He  was  also  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  lived 
and  died  in  Pendleton  Co.,  Va. 

Great-grandfather  John  Skidmore,  an  English- 
man by  birth,  married  a  German  lady,  Marv 
Hinkle. 

Grandfather  Stonestreet,  on  the  mother's  side, 
married  Miss  Williams,  an  English  lad3'. 


^  ESSE  LEEKA,  M.D.      One  would  scarcely    j 
suppose  upon  meeting  this  gentleman  that 
he    has    attained    to    nearly    his    threescore 
'Jj    years,   for  be    is    still    young    looking   and 
more  than  usu.ally  active.     This  has  been  the  re-    | 
suit  of  a  correct  life  and  temperate  habits  and  ex- 
ercising good  care  over  -'the   house  he    lives  in."    j 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  Oakwood  Milage  since 
188G  and  is  numbered    among   its  most  successfid 
and  prominent  physicians,  having  built  up  a  good    | 
patron.age  and  accumulated  a  fair  amount  of  this    | 
World's  possessions.  I 

The  first  thirty  years  of  the  life  of  our  subjt'ct 
were  spent  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  M.ay  19,  1830.  He  received  a  common 
school  education  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
lip^an  his  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-  | 
maker,  at  which  he  worked  in  connection  with  | 
farming  for  many  years.    At  the  age  of  twenty-tive   j 


he  was  married,  Feb.  2,  18.0.5,  to  Miss  Rebecca  A., 
daughter  of  Francis  1!.  Macy,  of  Indiana,  and  now 
resdii)g  in  Kokomo,  that  state.  Afterward  the 
newlj- wedded  pair>cttlod  in  New  X'ienna,  Ohio,  of 
which  the  Doctor  in  due  time  became  Mayor. 
Subsequently  he  resiiiod  in  liu>h  County,  Ind., 
where  he  was  Constalile  and  later  in  Howard 
County,  that  Stiite.  where  lie  held  the  oUice  of 
Ciiroiier  t\v<>  Icrni-^.  After  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  he  on  tlie  12th  of  December,  1803,  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  '.Hh  Indiana  Cavalry  and  was 
detailed  t(j  serve  in  the  (Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment. He  was  with  his  regiment  all  through 
Hood's  campaign  and  in  the  engagement  at  Pulaski. 
He,  however,  saw  little  of  active  service  but  en- 
dured tlie  hardshii)S  and  i)rivations  incident  to  life 
in  the  armj-,  was  atliicted  with  rheumatism  some 
time,  and  in  October.  ISGl,  had  a  severe  attack  of 
bilious  remittent  fever.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge  with  the  regi- 
ment, Aug.  28,  1805,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  Leeka  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  the  spring  of  1876  at  Jerome,  Ind.  Later  he 
entered  the  medical  college  of  Indianapolis,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1878.  He 
has  practiced  in  Howard  County,  Ind.,  at  Fair- 
mount,  this  county,  whence  he  came  to  Oakwood, 
and  is  the  only  established  physician  in  this  place, 
where  he  has  property  and  a  pleasant  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Philip  Leeka,  a 
native  of  ^'irginia,  who  in  early  life  was  taken  by 
his  parents  to  Washington  County,  Tenn.,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Christian  Leeka,  was  a  native  of  Germany 
and  crossed  the  Atlantic  as  one  of  the  body  of 
troops  employed  l)y  the  IJritish  Government  to 
subjugate  the  American  Colonists.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival here  Grandfather  Leeka  was  ill  and  was  con- 
fined in  the  hospital  until  after  peace  was  declared. 
He  settled  in  Southern  N'irginia  and  married  an 
American  lady  of  German  parentage.  In  18L5 
they  removed  to  Clinton  County.  Ohio,  where  the 
grandfather  died  a  few  j-cars  later.  Philip,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  the  fifth  of  his  seven 
children.  Two  of  the  older  boys  served  under 
General  Jackson  in  the  Seminole  War.  (_)ne  of 
them,  Christian,  Jr.,  died  while  iu   the  service  in 
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Florida.  The  other,  Henry,  after  leavini,' t'.ie  nriiiy 
settled  in  Randolpii  County.  Inil.,  where  he  became 
a  prominent  citizen  and  served  .is  Jnstiee  of  the 
Peace  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years.  lie  there 
spent  tiie  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  anay  at  a 
ripe  old  age. 

Phili[)  Lceka  was  born  March  21,  ITHTI,  and 
reared  to  farming  pursuits.  lie  acquired  a  good 
education  and  taught  school  considcral)ly  afu-r  liis 
marri.agc.  He  maintained  a  warm  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters  and  officiated  as  a  .School  Director 
in  his  district  from  the  time  of  settling  there  until 
his  decease.  He  was  married  in  Clinton  County, 
Ohio,  in  1821.  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ilodson,  who  wasof 
Quaker  parentage  and  was  born  in  North  Carolina 
in  1797.  The  Ilodson  family  emigrated  to  Clinton 
County,  Ohio,  about  1814.  After  their  marriage 
the  parents  of  our  subject  settled  on  a  farm  in  that 
county,  poor  in  purse  but  with  strong  hands  and 
hopefiil  hearts,  and  after  years  of  industry  and 
economy,  accumulated  a  good  property  including  a 
fine  farm.  The  mother  pssscd  .away  at  the  old 
homestead  in  1812.  Philip  Lceka  survived  his 
wife  forty-two  years,  his  death  taking  place  near 
New  Vienna,  in  1884,  when  he  wasquite  aged.  The 
household  circle  included  ten  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  still  living,  and  of  whom  Jesse,  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

To  the  Doctor  and  his  first  wife  there  were  born 
five  children,  four  sons  and  a  daugiiter.  The  latter. 
Cora  A.,  died  when  .an  interesting  girl  of  twelve 
years.  The  sons  are  all  living.  Francis  Edgar 
married  Mi.ss  Sadie  Sisson,  and  lives  in  St.  .loe, 
III.;  Charles  Frederick  married  JNIiss  Ida  Avles- 
worth,  and  they  live  in  Hebron,  Ind.  Of  the  four 
children  born  to  them  only  one  is  living.  ^Villiam 
L.  married  Miss  Mary  Gibson,  is  the  father  of  three 
children,  and  lives  in  Durango,  Col.;  Daniel 
Cary  is  unmarried  and  a  resident  of  Danville. 
Mrs.  Rebecca  A.  Leeka  departed  tiiis  life  .\.pril  14, 
1873. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance  in  April,  18.S.5,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Tim- 
raons,  formerly  of  Carroll  County.  Ind.  Her  father 
Elijah  Tinunons  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  her  mother 
was  Jlary  A.  (Bennett)  Timmons.  of  Pickaway  Co., 
Ohio.  This  lady  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 


live  liDvs  and  Hvo  gills,  and  was  born  May  15,  1838. 
Seven  on!\-  are  living.  Tlie  Doctor  became  iilen- 
tilied  with  tlie  Masonic  fraternity  thirty-six  years 
ago  and  has  always  taken  a  warm  interest  in  its 
ljrosi)crity.  He  is  Senior  Vice  Commander  of 
George  Morrison  Post,  No.  635  G.  A.  R.,  Depart- 
ment of  Illinois,  in  wliich  he  has  held  the  office  of 
.Surgeon.  He  was  at  one'  time  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  Temijerance,  and  religiousl}-  is  connected 
with  the  Societ3']of  Friends.  Mrs.  Leeka  finds  her 
religious  liome  in  tiie  ^Methodist  Episcoiial  Church. 
Politically  the  Doctor  is  an  ardent  Republican,  tak- 
ing a  lively  interest  in  the  success  and  principles 
of  his  part3'  and  laboring  .as  heh.as  opportiinit}',  to 
advance  the  political  doctrines  which  he  believes 
are  the  surest  means  of  prosperity  to  one  of  the 
best  governments  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

■ip^  NOCII  VANVICKLE.  More  tlian  sixty  years 
jjri  have  gone  by  since  the  subji'ct  of  this  bio- 
,i' — ^  graphical  review,  then  a  stout,  manly  lad  of 
fourteen  years,  tirst  came  to  \'ermilion  County 
with  his  parents  from  his  early  home  in  the  Ijiick- 
eye  State.  Here  he  grew  to  a  stalwart,  capable 
manhood,  and  has  since  been  identified  with  the 
development  and  prosperity  of  his  adoi)ted  county, 
and  has  been  a  factor  in  promoting  its  agricul- 
tural interests,  with  which  he  is  still  connected, 
having  a  good  farm  on  section  35,  Blount  Town- 
ship, comprising  140  acres  of  as  fine,  tillable  land  as 
is  to  be  found  in  the  whole  precinct.  By  down- 
right, hard  and  persistent  labor  ho  has  brought 
it  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  it  yielding  him  a 
good  income,  and  he  h.as  erected  suitable  buildings. 
His  parents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
count}-,  and  it  has  been  his  pleasure  to  witness  and 
assist  in  almost  its  entire  development  from  a  state 
of  nature. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Evert  A'aiivickle,  was 
born  either  in  Penns^dvania  or  A'irginia.  His 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  White,  was 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  after  marriage  the 
parents  settled  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  from  there 
they    removed    to   -Icnnings  County,   Ind..  where 
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tlioy  lived  till  1828.  In  that  j-car  they  made  an- 
other move  westward  and  ])enetratinfi  to  the  wilds 
of  Illinois,  came  to  \'crniilion  County  and  settled 
in  Blount  Township.  Aftir  a  resilience  liere  of 
some  twenty  3ears  they  went  to  Molt  Comity.  Mo., 
where  their  remaining  3"ears  were  passed.  To  that 
worthy  couple  were  born  five  sons,  of  whom  the 
sul)ject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  pioneer  home  of  his 
parents  in  Butler  County,  Ohio.  April  '2G,  1811. 
He  accom[iaiiied  his  parents  to  this  county  in  1828 
and  has  ever  since  been  an  honored  citizen  of  this 
place.  After  attaining  man's  estate  he  adopted  the 
calling  of  agriculture  to  which  he  had  been  reared 
and  for  which  he  had  a  natural  taste,  and  as  the 
years  have  rolled  by  he  has  acquired  a  comfortable 
competency,  and  -n-ith  the  aid  of  a  good  wife  he 
has  built  up  a  cozy  home,  in  which  they  are  spend- 
ing the  declining  3'ears  of  a  life  of  usefulness  in 
quietness  and  peace,  enjo3'ing  the  full  respect  and 
affection  of  their  neighbors  and  friends. 

Mr.  Vanvickle  has  been  twice  married.  The 
first  time  in  Vermilion  County,  in  1837,  to  Miss 
Nancy  White.  Nine  children  were  the  fruits  of 
that  union,  of  whom  the  following  seven  grew  to 
niaturit3':  Ruth;  Andrew,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
arm3',  enlisted  from  Indiana,  and  gave  up  his  life 
for  his  countr}'  at  Knoxville.  Tenn.;  Sarah,  Evert, 
Harriet,  John,  and  Enoch.  Mrs.  Vanvickle  de- 
parted this  life  in  her  husband's  home  in  Blount 
Township.  She  was  a  thoroughlv  good,  upright 
woman,  and  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Chris 
tiau  Church.  ;\Ir.  Vanvickle  was  married  a  second 
time  in  Blount  Township  to  Mrs.  C3'nthia  (Souders) 
Cline.  She  is  a  native  of  Pike  County,  Ohio,  born 
April  11,  182.3.  She  has  also  been  twice  married. 
Her  first  husband  was  Nathaniel  Cline.  He  was  a 
native  of  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  and  took  part  in  the 
Rebellion,  enlisting  from  Danville,  111.,  in  Com- 
pan3-  A,  125th  Illinois  Infantrv.  He  died  .at  Gal- 
latin, Tenn.  By  that  marriage  Mrs.  \'anvickle 
became  the  mother  of  eight  children — Amanda. 
Maitha.  Marv,  Benjamin  F.,  John  B..  Charles. 
Luketta.  and  Emma.  Amanda  and  M;utha  are 
deceased. 

Our  subject  is  held  in  veneration  by  his  fellow- 
men  not  onl3'  for  his  pioneer  labors  in  Blount  Town- 


ship, in  whose  welfare  he  has  always  taken  a  genuine 
interest,  but  for  those  honest  traits  of  mind  and 
heart  that  mark  him  as  a  good  man  and  a  desirable 
citizen.  He  is  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  the 
famous  Black  Hawk  \\'ar.  in  whieli  he  served 
abont  thirt3'  davs,  being  then  a  votilh  of  eighteen 
years.  He,  and  liis  worthy  wife  are  esteemed 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  with  which  he 
connected  himself  some  lwenl\'  years  ago,  and  she 
joined  thirty  3-cars  ago.  Mr.  A'anvicklo  is  a  true 
Republican,  and  in  him  the  [larty  finds  a  devoted 
follower. 


'Y  AIMES  DAVIS  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
III  influential  farmers  of  Vermilion  County, 
,^  't  who  takes  great  pride  in  doing  all  things 
}!^J'  well.  His  father  was  Henr3'  Davis,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  He  removed  to 
Ohio  in  1808,  and  lived  there  twentv-eight 
years,  and  in  1836  settled  in  Illinois,  locating 
on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  In'  his  son 
James.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  w.as 
Racl\ael  Pollock,  was  also  a  native  of  Peinisylvania. 
Henrj'  Davis  lived  in  Pennsylvania  but  a  short 
time  after  his  marriage,  when  he  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
and  there  cleared  a  farm  of  200  acres.  After  his 
removal  to  Illinois  he  became  a  very  large  land- 
holder, owning  at  one  time  about  4.200  acres  of 
uncultivated  Illinois  prairie.  He  was  the  father  of 
ten  children,  five  of  whom  .  are  now  liviig.  The 
mother  died  in  1848,  at  the  .age  of  sixt3'-oue,  while 
the  father  passed  aw'a3-  in  November,  18.")5.  aged 
sevent3'-four  years.  James  was  the  youngest  of 
this  family  of  children,  his  birth  occurring  Jan. 
21,  1828,  in  Guernse3-,  County,  Ohio.  He  received 
a  limited  education  in  the  old-fashioned  logschool- 
house,  and  his  bo3hood  was  mostU'  employed  at 
work  upon  the  farm.  In  tliose  daj's  he  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  hunting  deer,  wolves,  and  other 
wild  game,  and  refers  to  these  times  as  the  hap- 
[licjt  moments  of  his  life.  He  remained  at  home 
helping  his  father  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  when  lie  married  America  .1. 
Boggess,  Oct.  18.  18i;i.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
.folui  Boggess,  who  w.as  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers 
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of  Vermilion  Count}-.  He  seUled  .it  llrooks' 
I'u'iil.  and  ^v:l*  a  rfin't'Scu'Lative  farmer  of  his  time. 
Eli'Non  fliildrLMi  were  burn  to  him.  nine  of  whom 
ijrew  to  maturity.  lie  and  liis  wife  liave  been 
dead  for  many  years,  ilrs.  Davis,  wife  of  tlie  sub- 
ject of  tiiis  sketeli,  was  born  at  Brooivs'  Point.  May 
3,  1833.  She  grew  to  womanhood  in  this  section, 
where  she  received  a  liuiite<l  sehoul  edueatio'i. 

After  marriage  Mv.  and  Mr.s.  iJavi.-  lucated  on 
his  present  farm,  wliere  his  father  gave  liim  .SOT 
acres  of  as  good  land  as  tliere  is  In  the  county.  It 
will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Davis  had  a  competenc}' with 
which  to  begin  life.  He  possesses  tiie  common 
;  ense  and  Inisiness  slcill  necessarj-  to  keep  his  in- 
hoiitid  wealth  and  add  to  it.  He  is  a  first-class 
farmer,  and  raises  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  bogs. 
In  1865  :Mr.  Davis  erected  a  tine  residence  at  a 
cost  of  S.'i.OOO.  and  since  that  time  has  added  to  it, 
and  made  many  improvements  in  its  surroundings. 
lie  also  owns  a  good  house  and  lot  in  Danville. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  had  two  children:  John 
'J'.,  the  elder  of  the  two.  is  married  to  Miss  Katie 
Thomas,  and  they  are  living  three  miles  southwest 
of  Fairniount.  He  is  the  father  of  one  son — James 
Roy — by  a  former  marriage.  Rachel  A.  married 
E.  R.  Danforth;  the}'  reside  in  Danville  with  their 
three  children — Jennie,  Annie  and  James. 

Mr.  Davis  has  held  many  of  the  local  oflices  of 
his  township,  and  has  given  the  best  of  satisfac- 
tion in  conducting  them.  For  nine  years  he  held 
the  oflices  of  Road  Commissioner  and  School  Di- 
rector, and  is  now  a  Trustee  of  his  school  district. 
lie  is  a  member  of  Homer  Lodge  No.  199,  A.  F.  ct 
A.  M.,  of  which  he  has  been  Senior  and  Junior 
Warden,  Junior  Deacon  and  Treasurer.  The  offices 
of  King  and  Scribe  liave  been  held  by  him  in  the 
lodge  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  No.  94.  lie  is  also  a 
member  of  the  commandcry  at  Danville.  Mr. 
Davis  has  been  a  member  of  the  P.aptist  Church 
for  man}'  years,  and  he  takes  some  interest  in  poli- 
tics, lie  was  born  and  reared  a  Democrat,  and 
continucil  witli  tliat  party  until  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion, when  he  changed  his  political  belief,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  invariably  voted  tiie  Repub- 
lican ticket  at  National  and  State  elections,  but  in 
local  affairs  he  casts  his  vote  for  the  best  man.  'Mr. 
Davis  has  been  somewhat  of  a  traveler.     His  first 


tri[>  was  to  (  hicaij:o,  in  18  12,  with  a  load  of  wheat, 
and  in  18  IS  he  took  a  second  trip  to  Chicago  with 
a  load  of  .'ii'iiles.  In  ls7.j  he  visited  California, 
and  made  an  extended  trip  through  that  Slate.  He 
attended  the  Centennial  at  Philadelphia  in  187G, 
and  on  that  journey  visited  many  different  States. 
Mr.  Davis  enlisted  in  Company  C,  71st  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  served  with  his  regiment  until  late  in 
the  aiitunui  of  1802.  when  he  was  discharged. 
There  is  no  farmer  in  this  section  of  the  country 
whose  judgment  is  better,  and  his  record  is  one  of 
the  best. 


■"^-m 


-f^-i 


^^,^)IRGIL  C.  T.  KINGSLEY,  M.D.  is  a  native 
Vly /^    of  Nen'  York  State,   having  been  born  near 

Y'  Utica.  His  father,  Jedediah  S.  Kingsley, 
was  also  a  native  of  the  same  State  and  Utica  w.as 
his  home  for  a  great  many  years.  The  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketeli,  Obediah  Kingsley, 
was  a  native  of  New  England  and  traced  his  an- 
cestry to  England.  He  settled  in  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.  and  pursued  the  calling  of  a  farmer,  living  on 
his  first  homestead  for  nearly  a  half  century  and 
dying  there.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Herkimer  County,  and  early  in  the  century,  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  timber  land  from  which  he  cleared 
a  farm.  He  built  two  saw-mills,  was  an  extensive 
dealer  in  lumber  and  furnished  the  lumber  for  the 
large  asylum  at  I'tica. 

Jedediali  .S.  Kingsley,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  .agricultural  pursuits, 
and  followed  farming  for  some  time  after  his  mar- 
riage, when  his  health  gave  w.ay  and  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  a  ]3rofession  to 
which  he  was  eminently  adapted,  as  lime  later  on 
demonstrated.  He  graduated  from  the  Universitv 
of  ^'ermont,  at  Burlington,  when  he  inimodiatelv 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Rome, 
N.  Y.,  and  has  remained  there  since.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  w.as  Angelii;e  Myers,  a  native  of 
New  York  State  and  to  whom  was  born  live  child- 
ren. 

Dr.  Kingsley.  of  w  honi  this  l)iogra[)hy  is  written, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Rome,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  High  School  there.  Early  in 


PORTIiAIT  AND   UIOO  RA  I'll  ICAL  ALUKM. 


339 


life  he  coucliuled  that  he  was  ndaptcd  to  the  [iro- 
fo-;sioii  of  medicine  and  siiiuerv.  and  following  that 
idea,  he  coninienced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
father,  after  which  he  attended  three  years  at  the 
medical  department  of  Michigan  University  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  Lrradiiated  in  the  class  of  '83.  After 
his  jrraduation  he  returned  to  Rome  and  commenced 
practice  and  pursued  his  |)rofession  there  until  the 
spring-  of  1881.  when  he  removed  to  Danville, 
where  he  has  bnilt  n[i  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
])ractice.  'J'lie  doctor  makes  a  specialty  of  cancer, 
tumors  and  chrouic  diseases,  and  has  been  eminently 
successful  in  pursuing  these  S[)ecialtics.  l^atients 
visit  him  from  many  different  slates.  His  office  is 
well  fdled.  a  greater  portion  of  the  time,  aud  all 
curable  diseases  are  treated  with  success.  Tlie 
Doctor's  pleasant  wa^'s  snd  professional  ability  are 
drawing  cards. 

Dr.  Kingslc}'  was  married  in  1881.  tC)  INIiss  Ella 
Brown,  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  New  York 
State  and  daughter  of  Mary  IJrown. 


«^r>-.IM()THY  PARK,  who  lives  on  section  24, 
((f^\\  in  Grant  Township,  ^'ermilion  County,  near 
'v^^y  the  Indiana  iState  line,  was  born  in  Franklin 
Count}',  Ohio,  in  184-J.  His  parents  were  .Silas 
and  ^Nlary  (Good)  Park,  both  of  Virginia.  i  huv 
removed  to  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  at  an  earlv 
day,  but  later  went  to  Delaware  County  in  the  same 
State,  where  both  died,  the  father  in  1877,  the 
mother  about  twenty  years  ago.  Silas  Park  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  a  plain,  hardworking 
man  who  never  took  any  part  in  public  affairs,  but 
attended  closely  to  the  business  of  making  a  home 
for  his  famil}',  and  he  succeeded.  The}'  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living,  namely:  Ezek- 
icl,  William  and  Branson,  farmers  in  Delaware 
County,  Ohio;  Rose,  who  is  the  wife  of  William 
llaz.lett,  also  living  in  Ohio.  Those  deceased  were 
named  respectively:  Susanna,  Samai\tha,  Hardy 
and  Asliforth. 

Timothy  Park,  of  whom  we  write,  was  brought 
u|i  to  farming,  which  has  been  hi.-,  lifelong  occu- 
pation.      He   remained    in   Ohio   until   i8G'l,  wlien 


he  came  to  this  county,  buying  a  farm  <m  section 
25  in  Grant  Township,  one-half  mile  south  of  his 
present  home.  lie  lived  there  luit  a  year,  however, 
when  he  returned  to  his  native  State.  A  few 
months  later  he  came  b.ack  to  this  count}-,  was 
married  and  rented  a  farm  on  section  19.  town- 
ship 23.  range  10  and  11.  an<l  there  he  and  his 
wife  lived  for  four  years,  when  he  bought  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occu|)ies.  It  was 
then  but  a  tract  of  uncultivated  prairie,  without 
a  building,  fence  or  tree,  in  fact,  being  wholly 
destit\ite  of  the  work  of  man.  Now  he  lias  all 
the  improvements  necessary  for  a  well  regulated 
farm,  his  house  being  neat  and  comfortable,  his 
buildings  ample  for  all  his  needs,  and  his  land 
more  than  ordinarily  well  cultivated,  the  trans- 
formation being  due  to  his  untiring  energy  and 
knowledge,  and  the  (licture  of  his  broad  acres  with 
their  fine  surroundings  is  one  on  which  he  can  look 
witii  just  pride.  Eighty  acres  of  his  land  are  on 
the  section  on  which  his  house  stands,  while  another 
eighty  is  located  on  section  J  3,  adjoining  it  on 
the  north.  3Ir.  Park  has  alw.a3's  been  an  ardent 
advocate  of  thorough  drain.age,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  to  build  tile  drains  in  this  part  of  the 
county,  and  he  now  has  his  entire  farm  tiled  in  the 
most  thorough  manner.  On  the  northern  half  of 
his  farm  he  h.as  the  biggest  and  deepest  ditch  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  county,  and  the  results  of 
this  careful  attention  to  proper  drainage  and  till- 
age of  the  soil  are  apparent  in  the  splendid  con- 
dition of  his  land  and  his  usual  good  cro[is. 

Although  not  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Park  located  here  when  the  land  was 
new  and  sparsel}-  settled.  The  presence  of  large 
sloughs  and  much  low  land  in  the  neighborhood 
had  retarded  the  i)rogress  of  this  section  of  the 
county,  and  he  has  witnessed  its  development  from 
its  wild  state  to  its  present  prosi)erous  condition, 
and  has  been  no  small  factor  in  assisting  its  growth, 
to  which  he  has  contributed  his  full  sh.ire.  The 
liist  work  that  he  did  here  was  for  his  wife's  father, 
.Tames  Bndd,  who  was  largely  interested  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  broom  corn,  having  as  much  as  300 
acres  planted  at  cme  time.  The  nearest  market  for 
the  jirodiict  was  at  Eaf.ayette.  Ind..  and  no  regular 
aiitl  direct  roads  h:iving  Ijccn  hiiil  out.  the    wagons 
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Iiarl  to  <xo  the  l)est  wtiy  they  coiiM  arounrl  the 
nunuM-ous  sloiiglis  and  across  tlie  iirairies,  making 
the  distance  between  hciv  and  tlierc  from  f()rt_v-live 
to  fifty  miles.  Often  Mr.  I'arli  has  started  loiii,' 
before  dayliicht.  sometimes  as  early  as  two  o'cloek 
in  the  morning,  in  order  to  get  to  Lafayette  by 
sundown,  which  could  only  be  accomplislied  by 
hard  driving.  The  next  day  was  occupied  by  the 
return  trip.  Farmers  of  the  present  day  would 
think-  this  an  overpowering  hardship,  but  such  trials 
•as  tills  the  pioneers  had  to  endure  in  their  etiorts 
to  build  up  homes  on  the  prairies,  and  their  labors 
and  sacrifices  have  made  this  countr}-  what  it  is. 
Without  them  railroads  would  not  so  soon  have  been 
b\nlt  to  carr}'  the  farmer's  produce  so  far  and  near, 
and  bring  the  articles  he  needs  almost  to  liis  verj- 
door.  Ail  honor,  then,  to  those  brave  and  sturdy 
men  who  from  the  wild  and  bleak  prairies  have 
made  this  countrj'  one  of  prosperous  farms,  dotted 
with  groves,  among  which  nestle  thousands  of 
comfortable  homes.  Theirs  were  the  toils  and  sac- 
rifices, wliilu  we  in  comfort  and  ease  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labors.  Among  these  true  men,  Mr. 
Park  is  justly  entitled  to  a  place.  When  he  settled 
here,  Hoopeston  was  not  thought  of.  and  he  men- 
tions as  an  interesting  fact  that  he  sold  the  first 
dozen  brooms  ever  disposed  of  in  that  now  thriv- 
ing town.  Although  j'et  a  young  man,  he  is  to-day 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  living  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  county. 

On  April  IG,  1876,  3Ir.  Park  w.as  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  S.  Budd,  daughter  of 
James  and  Susanna  Budd,  then  and  now  resi- 
dents of  Iroquois  County,  111.,  who  enugrated 
from  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Budd  was  largely  en- 
gaged in  the  occupation  of  sheep-raising.  He 
has.  now  a  general  farm,  but  is  virtually  retired 
from  active  life,  being  sevent^'-six  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Park  was  born  in  Ohio,  1841.  and  is  the 
mother  of  one  child — Elnora  Jeanette.  a  briirht 
young  miss,  now  attending  school.  Mr.  Park  is 
one  of  the  younger  farmers  of  Grant  Tijwnship, 
who  is  becoming  known  as  one  of  its  most  enter- 
prising and  go-ahead  citizens.  He  has  never  been 
an  ai)()licant  for  public  oflice,  but  has  held  some  of 
the  minor  township  positions.  lie  is  an  honest, 
trustworthy  man,  whose  neighbors  give  him  an  ex- 


cellent cliaractcr  .as  a  citizen,  and  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial sort  who  contriliute  miich  to  the  prosijerity 
(if  the  counts'.  P(jlilically  he  is  a  supporter  of 
tlic  Democratic  party  in  State  antl  national  affairs, 
but  ill  local  matters  party  ties  rest  lightly  on  him, 
for  lie  believes  in  voting  for  the  man  best  qualified 
fi>r  the  position,  the  projier  way  for  those  who 
have  the  best  interests  of  the  community'  at   heart. 


-J^S?:* 


■lllu:\IAS  KEPLIXGER.  The  snug  .and  well- 
^.,   regulated  farm  occupied   b^'   the  subject  of 

^^  this  sketch  comprises  1"20  acres  Cif  choice 
land,  located  on  section  29,  Grant  Township. 
This,  when  he  took  possession  of  it  in  1870  w.as  but 
slightly  improved,  only  a  little  breaking  having 
been  done  and  not  a  shrub,  j)ost  or  tree  upon  it, 
being  all  open  inairie.  During  the  nineteen  ye.ars 
of  his  proprietorship  Mr.  Keplinger  has  effected  a 
great  transformation,  there  being  now  a  One  resi- 
dence with  a  good  orchard  and  numerous  shade 
trees,  together  with  a  barn  and  the  other  outbuild- 
ings required  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  farm 
pursuits.  The  fields  are  enclosed  to  a  good  extent 
with  hedge  fencing,  and  by  a  process  of  underdrain- 
ing  the  land  has  become  remarkably  fertile  and 
the  source  of  a  handsome  income. 

At  the  time  of  his  coming  to  Illinois,  Mr.  Kep- 
linger found  deer,  wolves  and  all  kinds  of  wild 
animals  in  abundance.  For  the  first  f ew  jears  his 
farm  was  mostly  devoted  to  the  raising  of  grain  to 
which  it  seemed  best  adapted,  but  now  he  raises 
all  the  cereals,  besides  the  produce  required  for 
family  use  and  considerable  to  sell.  He  is  at  this 
writing  (April  1889)  completing  a  handsome  new 
residence,  the  main  i)art  occupying  an  area  of 
lGx24  feet  with  an  "L"  1  jx2G  feet  .and  which  when 
liiiijhed.  set  in  the  inidst  of  shrubbery  as  it  is, 
will  form  one  of  tlie  most  atlr.active  homes  in  this 
region.  Everything  about  the  place  is  indicative 
of  thrift  and  prosperity,  eultivate<l  tastes  and  the 
refinements  of  modern  life. 

Mr.  Keplinger  was  born  in  Fountain  County.  Ind., 
six  miles  east  of  Covington.  April  7,  1829,  and 
lived  there  until  a  man   of   tliirly-two    \ears.       He 
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roiiiainefl  a  meiiiborof  llie  parental  lioiiscliuld  until 
tlic  death  of  his  father,  whieh  occiured  in  l.'^.'i'.i.  at 
the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  The  mother  had  died 
when  he  was  a  lad  of  twelve.  On  the  10th  of  .May, 
18(;0.  he  was  married  to  Mi-.-^  Eliza  Siiaffer  and 
the  year  following  removed  to  the  vicinity  of 
Sugar  Grove,  Champaign  County,  upon  which  he 
operated  ten  or  eleven  years.  In  1870  he  came  to 
this  county  and  secured  the  land  which  he  now 
owns.  Since  tieconiing  a  voting  citizen  he  has 
given  his  influence  and  support  to  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  carefull\-  avoided  the  responsibili- 
ties of  office. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kci)linger  have  had  six  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living,  as  follows:  Nancy,  born  Feb.  5, 
18G0,  and  died  Aug.  2,  18G2;  James  married  ,Miss 
Ella  Gunn,  is  a  resident  of  Hoopeston  and  is  the 
father  of  one  child ;  George,  Annie  and  Andrew- 
arc  at  home  with  their  parents:  Allie,  the  third 
child,  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Crane  and  lives  in  Ne- 
braska; they  have  two  children.  Mrs.  Keplinger 
was  born  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  ,7an.  24,  18.'35i 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  ShafTcr,  a  farmer  of 
that  county.  She  received  her  education  in  the 
common  schoi_il  and  remained  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage. 

Jacob  Keplinger.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
l)orn  in  ^'irginia  and  lived  there  until  a  man  of 
twentj- -seven  years.  He  then  emigrated  to  Indiana 
and  was  married  to  Miss  Nanc\'  Dedimore.  To 
them  there  were  born  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters of  whom  only  three  are  living — Thomas,  our 
subject,  and  his  brother,  John,  a  resident  of  Indiana 
and  a  sister  ^lartha,  who  resides  in  Iowa. 


<^EFRED    M.    DIXON.       This    well-known 
■?/  T     gfiitleman,  who  owns  a  farm  on  section  10, 
I    14)    in  Grant  Township,  was  born   in  Fayette 
QJ/  County.  Pa.,  JMay    2,3,   1834,  his    parents 

being  William  and  Jane  (Montgomerv)  Dixon, 
both  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  in  the  couTity  where  his  son  was  born, 
and  there  he  died  when  the  latter  was  about  ten 
years  of  age.     Alfred  was  brought  up  to  farm  work 


from  an  early  age.  also  drove  cattle  to  market,  and 
worked  at  all  such  like  occupations  until  ISCl,  in 
which  3tar  he  removed  to  near  Attica,  in  I-'onntain 
County.  Ind.,  making  that  his  home  for  two  or 
three  years,  but  spending  a  summer  during  that 
time  in  ^'ermilion  County,  in  wliich  he  settled  per- 
manently in  April,  1868,  at  a  i)lace  known  as  IJurr 
Oak  (jrove,  in  Grant  Township.  There  he  worked 
fur  four  years,  when  he  removed  to  the  farm  on 
which  he  now  lives.  This  land  was  given  to  him- 
self and  wife  bj'  the  latter's  father  and  was  then 
nothing  but  a  tract  of  raw  prairie  land,  with  neiiili 
bors  few  and  far  between,  and  to  one  accustomed 
to  the  more  densely  populated  commnnitics  of  the 
Eastern  States  ic  did  not  present  a  very  invitino- 
appearance.  "With  stout  hearts  and  willing  hands, 
assisted  by  the  labors  of  a  faithful  wife,  our  subject 
set  to  work  improving  his  land,  and  at  length 
brought  it  to  its  present  state  of  thorough  cultiva- 
tion. Wild  game  was  in  that  day  i)lentifal  in  this 
region,  and  Mr.  Dixon  mentions  that  he  counted  at 
one  time  seven  deer  at  a  small  creek  near  his 
house.  Wild  fowl  were  also  plenty;  ducks,  geese 
and  prairie  chickens  being  constant  and  not  alwa3's 
welcome  visitors  to  the  farmers'  grain  fields. 
Prairie  wolves  were  unpleasantly  numerous,  the 
farmers'  pig  pens  often  suti'ering  by  their  depra- 
dations. 

In  the  seventeen  years  that  have  elaj)sed  since 
Mr.  Dixon  settled  at  his  present  home,  great 
changes  have  been  wrought,  and  the  country  about 
has  been  thickly  settled.  His  own  place  shows  the 
work  of  an  industrious  and  thrifty  hand.  About 
nine  years  ago  he  put  up  a  now  frame  house  and 
his  outbuildings  are  all  that  the  necessities  of  his 
farm  require.  These  have  all  been  the  results  of 
his  own  labor,  and  the  comforts  he  is  nowenjoyinif 
are  deserved. 

In  October,  1SG4,  Mr.  Dixon  was  married  in 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  to  JNIiss  Serena  Dunkel- 
bargcr,  born  in  that  place  in  lS4.j  and  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Fanny  Dunkelbarger,  whose  home 
was  in  the  county  named,  but  who  were  the  own- 
ers of  large  tracts  of  land  in  \'crmilion  County, 
comjirising  000  acres  in  ail.  IJoth  of  Mrs.  Dix- 
on's parents  were  natives  of  Perry  County,  Pa., 
and   they  removed   to   Indiana    at    an    early   da\. 
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Till' uintlu'i- died  n  few  years  :it'trrunrd  and  Mr. 
Dimktlbarger  lias  since  bi'eu  twirt'  niaii'lod.  liolli  of 
his  later  wives  being  fiom  Indiana,  wlierc  lie  su'll 
resides. 

JNIr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon  became  tlio  jiarents  of  ten 
ciiildren.  six  of  «l\om  are  yet  living,  four  dying 
young.  The  survivors  are:  P'annie,  wife  of  I5nrn 
Decten,  a  farmer  of  Grant  Township;  John,  who 
is  !i  machinist  by  trade,  lives  in  Jlilwaukee,  Wis. ; 
Jennie.  Emma.  Ella  and  Dale  Wallace  are  yet  under 
the  ix'irontal  roof. 

Mr.  Dixon  takes  an  active  interest  in  townshi[i 
affairs  and  has  held  several  ottices.  He  is  now 
Highway  Commissioner.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  atliliated  with  Star  Lodge.  No. 
709,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.:  and  with  the  Iloopeston 
Cha|)lcr.  No.  181.  R.  A.  M.  In  overj'  position  Mr. 
Dixon  lias  filled  he  has  discharged  the  fluties  im- 
posed upon  him  with  such  fidelity  and  judgment  as 
to  win  the  good  oiiinion  of  all,  and  to-day  no  man 
stands  higher  in  Hie  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him  than  docs  he. 

VtJOHN  II.  VAN  ALLEN.  In  noting  the  men 
oC  prominence  who  are  residents  of  Oak- 
wood  Townshi|),and  have  been  instrumental 
'^^Jj  in  bringing  it  to  its  present  position,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  could  by  no  means  properly 
be  omitted,  and  those  who  in  the  future  mav 
peruse  the  records  of  this  county  will  recognize  in 
him  one  of  its  representative  men,  who,  in  assist- 
ing to  develop  a  portion  of  its  soil  and  each  3-ear 
tui'ning  in  a  handsome  sum  to  the  count}'  treasurj' 
from  the  proceeds  of  his  taxable  property,  lias 
borne  no  unimportant  part  in  establishing  its  reini- 
tation  and  importance.  The  value  of  history  and 
biograplu'  are  becoming  more  thoroughly  recog- 
nized each  year  among  the  intelligent  people  of  the 
great  West,  who  realize  the  fact  that  their  children 
and  their  children's  children  in  future  years  will 
reap  great  satisfaction  in  noting  the  n.ames  of  their 
progenitors  among  those  who  contributed  to  the 
development  of  Central  Illinois. 

In  noting  the  events  of  the  life  of  a  prosperous 


and  respected  citizen,  the  mind  natuiall}'  reverts 
to  those  from  whuin  he  drew  his  origin.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  Stats  15.  Van  Allen,  n 
native  of  New  York  Citv,  who  learned  carpenter- 
ing when  a  young  man  and  in  later  years  operated 
quite  extensively  as  a  contractor.  The  family  i.~  of 
Scottish  descent,  and  was  represented  in  this  conn- 
try  probably  during  the  colonial  days.  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet (Hill)  Van  Allen,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
w.as  a  native  of  Jluskinguin  County.  Ohio,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  Ilill,  who  was  born  in  Virginia, 
and  for  a  time  was  connected  witii  the  iron  works 
in  Gilim's  Falls  as  foreman  of  a  foriic.  He  also 
carried  on  farming.  He  spent  his  last  jcars  in 
Henry  Count}-,  Ohio,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six. 

Stats  B.  Van  Allen,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
S|)ent  his  last  years  in  the  Bucke^'e  State,  d\"ing  in 
February.  1888,  at  the  age  of  sevent}'.  The  mother 
is  still  living  there,  and  is  now  in  the  sixty-eighth 
3'ear  of  her  age.  The}'  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years.  John 
II.,  our  sul)jeet.  was  the  tliiid  in  order  of  birth, 
and  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  ,lan.  22,  1843, 
in  Licking  County,  Ohio.  His  bovhood  was  spent 
in  his  native  State,  and  he  received  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  Ho  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents,  turning  over  his  earnings 
into  the  familj-  treasury,  until  entering  the  army 
to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Union. 

Our  subject,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1862,  eii- 
listf.cl  in  Company  G,  97tli  Ohio  Infantiy,  and 
served  one  year.  The  regiment  was  first  orderefl 
to  Cincinnati  and  then  to  Louisville  to  follow  up 
fien.  Bragg's  army.  At  Wild  Cat  Jlountain  he 
received  a  very  severe  fall  and  was  sent  to  tlie 
hospital  at  Nashville,  where  he  was  confined  in  the 
ZoUicoffer  House.  Being  veiy  discontented  here  he 
left  and  returned  to  his  regiment,  with  which  he 
remained  until  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro.  Thence 
he  went  to  Nashville,  and  finally  w.as  sent  to  Camp 
Denison,  Ohio,' where  he  was  obliged  to  accept  his 
honorable  discharge  on  account  of  disability. 

Mr.  Van  Allen  now  returned  to  hin  father's  farm 
and  remained  there  about  one  year.  On  the  21tli 
of  November,  18G1.  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Uebecca,  daughter  of  John  Morrison,  a  pri)ni- 
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incut  funiuT  of  his  locality  ami  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative wen  of  IJckiiij,'  C'i>unly.  .Mr.  Morrison 
ilictl  in  .March,  1889,  at  the  .age  of  .seventy-two 
years.  lie  had  been  twice  married,  anil  by  his  lirst 
wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Van  Allen,  was  the  fatlier 
of  seven  children.  After  her  death,  which  occurred 
about  twenty-four  j-ears  ago,  he  w.as  married  the 
second  titne  and  there  were  born  to  him  two  more 
children. 

Mrs.  Van  Allen  was  the  second  child  of  her  par- 
ents and  was  born  in  Licking  County.  Ohio,  Feb.  1, 
1842.  She  received  a  ver}'  good  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  remained  a  member  of  the 
parental  household  until  her  marriage.  The  newly 
wedded  pair  commenced  the  journej-  of  life  to- 
(Tethcr  in  Mt.  Sterling,  Ohio,  and  Jlr.  Van  Allen 
employed  himself  as  a  carpenter  for  two  years 
thereafter.  Next  he  engaged  in  teaming  three 
years,  hauling  principally  stoneware  and  crockery. 
Finally,  in  186'.l,  he  determined  to  seek  the  farther 
West,  and  coming  to  Illinois  with  his  familj' located 
nearGlenburn.  where  he  established  a  pottery  which 
he  conducted  about  eighteen  months.  Then  aban- 
doning this  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  with 
which  he  has  since  been  occupied  and  has  met  with 
flattering  success. 

The  property  of  .Mr.  Van  Allen  embraces  2t).j 
acres  of  choice  land,  mosll^Mn  one  body  and  nearly 
the  whole  under  a  thorough  state  of  cultivation.  It 
is  pleasantly  located  on  section  26.  The  resilience 
was  put  up  in  1884,  and  comprises  a  neat  an<l  sub- 
stantial dwelling,  which,  with  its  surrounilings  is 
indicative  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  spirit 
of  the  proiirietor.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to 
our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  seven  are  living 
and  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  They  were 
named  respectively:  Etlie,  Charles  II.,  William  F., 
James  M.,  Jessie  F.,  Oracle  JI.  and  Robert  S. 

In  politics  Mr.  Van  Allen  is  a  Republican  both 
b^-  inheritance  and  a  most  decided  preference  for 
the  principles  of  this  party.  At  the  time  of  (icn. 
<  iarfield's  election  as  President  of  the  United  States 
the  father  of  our  subject  had  the  honor  of  casting 
eleven  votes  for  the  Republican  ticket,  nine  of 
llu'se  being  for  his  own  sons  and  one  for  a  grand- 
sou.  Our  subject  has  served  as  School  Director 
for    the   last    twelve   j'cars,  and   still   occupies  the 


oltice.  In  religious  mailers  his  views  coincide  with 
those  of  the  Methodist  Fpijcnpal  Church.  Mrs. 
Van  Allen  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Chiistian  Church.  Socially.  Mr.  \'an  Allen  belongs 
toNewtownLodge.  .No.  714.  A.  V..{-  \.  M.,  and  also 
to  fieorge  Morrison  Post.  No.  G3J,  (i.  A.  R.,  of 
Glenburn. 


I  LEX  L.  WHITE,  a  highly  esteemed  old 
resident  of  ^'ance  Township,  is  without 
question  one  of  the  most  popular  men  of 
Fairmount,  where  he  has  spent  manj-  years 
and  with  whose  |)eople  he  h.as  been  closely  identi- 
fied both  in  friendly  and  business  relations.  Ilis 
wide  knowledge  of  human  nature  and  his  uniform- 
ly good  judgment  make  him  the  recipient  of  manv 
confidences,  especially  among  the  old  people  of  the 
place,  who  often  solicit  him  for  advice  in  business 
matters,  and  he  seldom  fails  to  give  them  wise  and 
judicious  counsel. 

The  native  place  of  Jlr.  White  was  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Logan.  Ohio,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Nov. 
2,  1849.  His  early  education  was  conducted  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  he  made  such  good 
use  of  his  time  that  at  the  .age  of  sixteen  j-ears  he 
began  teaching,  and  followed  this  profession  at  in- 
tervals for  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  He  taught 
first  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  when  there 
were  but  two  male  teachers  out  of  a  coriis  »if  nine. 
At  one  time  he  was  Superintendent  of  the  Gore 
Coal  Mines.  L'pon  coming  to  Fairmount  he  otHci- 
ated  as  Princip.al  of  the  schools,  and  in  1880  took 
the  census  in  Sidell  Township,  this  county.  The 
year  following  he  journeyed  to  the  Indian  Terii- 
torj-  and  became  su[)erintcn(knt  of  the  lumber 
business  conducted  by  Osgood  a  Haywood,  of 
Indianapolis,  being  stationed  in  the  Creek  Nation. 
In  the  spring  of  1882  Mr.  White  was  elected 
Assessor  and  Collector  of  Vance  Township,  and 
held  the  position  two  years.  In  1884  he  was  elcclcd 
Townshii)  Supervisor,  which  office  he  has  since  licid 
by  re-election  each  year.     He  was  apitointed  Post- 
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master  of  Fainiiount  in  1H85.  rt'taiiiing  the  position 
until  ISMI,  when  he  iesi<riied  on  account  of  ill 
licaltli. 

Tlie  manlaye  of  our  subject  antl  JSIiss  Aiigeline 
K.- Noble  took  place  at  the  bride's  home  in  Fair- 
mount  Jul}-  20,  187G.  Rov.J.  IT.  Noble,  the  fallier 
of  Mrs.  White,  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Illi- 
nois Conference  and  Presiding  Klder  of  tlic  Dan- 
ville district.  Later  lie  was  stationed  at  .'Springfield. 
and  now,  after  an  active  service  in  the  Master's 
vineyard  of  over  forty  years,  contemplates  retir- 
ing from  his  arduous  duties.  lie  is  a  strong  and 
eloquent  expounder  of  the  Word,  and  thousands 
have  listened  to  the  admonitions  which  have  fallen 
from  his  lips  and  borne  good  fruit.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  his  pious  duties  he  has  been  stationed  at 
Lincoln,  Mattoon,  Shelby ville  and  Faxton  in  Illi- 
nois; and  in  Indiana  was  in  Greeneastle,  New 
Albany  and  Indianapolis. 

Mr.  Noble  was  born  in  Ohio  in  the  fall  of  18'21, 
and  was  twice  married.  He  became  the  father  of 
thirteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living.  His 
first  wife  was  Miss  Angeline  Simmons,  and  his  sec- 
ond her  sister  Caroline. 

Mrs.  White  was  born  Aug.  3.  18.j7,  in  Indiana, 
and  received  an  excellent  educatiou.  She  vvas 
married  to  our  subject  when  a  maiden  of  nineteen 
years,  and  is  now  the  mother  of  three  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  Anna  Lee,  was  born  Jul}'  30, 1877. 
The  latter  is  a  bright  young  girl,  and  takes  a  re- 
markable interest  in  her  studies,  priding  herself 
upon  h.er  progress  therein.  The  second  daughter, 
Edna  Noble,  was  born  June  20,  1879,  and  the  only 
son,  Edgar  Paul,  April  14,  1885.  Mr.  White 
politically  is  a  strong  Democrat,  and  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  politics.  Several  of  his  male  rela- 
tives in  Ohio  occupied  prominent  positions,  one 
uncle  being  Clerk  of  the  County  Court,  another 
County  Commissioner,  and  two  others  Auditor  and 
Recorder  respectively,  all  holding  ollicc  at  the  same 
time.  Leaving  Ohio  in  1873,  he  came  to  this  coun- 
t}-,  locating  in  Fairmount,  with  which  his  inleiests 
have  since  lieen  closely  identified.  I'or  the  last  six 
years  he  has  been  manager  for  the  firm  of  Davis 
(t  Stearns,  dealers  in  lumber,  hardware  and  agri- 
cultural implements.  He  only  otiiciated  as  Post- 
master six  months,  and  when  sending  in  his  resig- 


nation Sirs.  White  received  the  appointment  and 
held  the  oflice  until  the  early  part  of  June,  188',). 
Mrs.  White  is  a  ver}-  estimable  lady  and  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Our  subject  sociall}'  has  been  Master  of 
Fairnn^unt  Lodge,  No.  590.  for  the  last  three  years, 
and  still  holds  the  positimi. 

-Mr.  White  was  the  third  child  of  his  parents, 
Darius  and  Esther  (Mcliroom)  White,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  the  lather 
is  now  principal  owner  of  the  Logan  Manufacturing 
Plant.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  likewise 
natives  of  the  Buckeye  .state.  CTrandfather  Mc- 
Brooni,  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  served  in  the  AVar 
of  1812  and  died  in  1883,  when  over  ninety  years 
of  age.  His  wife  w,as  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
died  in  1882.  They  had  lived  together  for  the 
long  period  of  sixty-four  years.  To  Darius  Wiiite 
and  his  estimable  wife  there  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living,  together  with  the 
parents — a  circumstance  seldom  equalled  tlie  world 
over,  death  having  not  yet  entered  this  interesting 
household  circle. 


^FLBERT  GIDDINGS.  One  of  the  largest 
and  best-api)ointed  conservatories  in  East- 
ii  eru  Illinois,  embracing  8.000  square  feet 
of  glass,  is  owned  and  conducted  bj-  the 
subject  of  this  notice,  who  commands  a  wholesale 
and  retail  trade  extending  into  most  of  the  States 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  As  a  florist  ho 
cannot  be  excelled,  and  he  is  of  that  enterprising 
and  go-ahead  disposition  which  is  the  surest  guar- 
antee of  success.  His  life-long  interests  have  cen- 
tered in  Vermilion  Couiitv,  for  it  is  the  county  of 
his  birth,  which  took  place  in  Danville,  Dec.  3, 
1.S50. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  William  and  Caroline 
(Kitchener)  Giddings,  prominent  residents  of  this 
county,  and  a  sketch  of  whom  api>oars  elsewhere 
in  this  work  in  connection  with  that  of  John  AV. 
Giddings.  their  son,  Albert  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  uative  cit}-,  although  spending  much 
of  his  time  at  the  farm  of  his  father,  where  he  con- 
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tiiuieil  iiiilil  the  death  of  the  hiHei'.  lie  tlieii  eii- 
j;:iL;e(l  in  the  gi'oceiy  trade  in  iiartner^liii)  with 
\V.  II.  .Johns,  nnd  the  fuiii  (if  .luhiis  A-  (Htldin^rs 
existed  until  Mmv.  l.StS2.  (»iir  suhjcet  then  dis- 
|io,sed  of  his  interests  in  tlie  lni>iness  to  hi>  iKirtiiei', 
and  the  year  following  estalilislied  liiiir'-eif  in  that 
in  whieh  he  is  now  engaged. 

The  marriage  of  our  .subject  with  JMiss  JIary 
J.  Cromer  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Oct.  1.  1(S77.  .Airs.  Giddings  was  liorn  near 
Perrvville,  Ind..  in  February.  1  S.VJ,  and  was  the 
dauiihter  of  Francis  and  IsabcUe  t  roniei-.  Mrs. 
Giddings  died  June  5,  1883.  and  our  subject,  cm 
the  23d  of  March.  1887,  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage with  JMiss  Ella  Dill,  of  Danville,  Ind.  This 
lady  was  born  Jan.  4,  1863.  in  Clearniont.  Ind. 
Mr.  and  ^Iis.  (iiddingsare  members  in  goodsLmd- 
ing  of  the  Fust  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Mr.  Giddings,  politically,  is  a  Republican.  Socially, 
he  belongs  to  Olive  Branch  Lodge  No.  38,  A.  F. 
tt'  A.  M.;  Vermilion  Chapter  No.  82,  R.  A.  .M.; 
Athelstane  C'ommandery  No.  i.'>.  Knight  Temp- 
lar, and  Oriental  Consistory  of  Chicago.  lie 
is  a  man  intelligent  and  well  informed,  and  a  favor- 
ite both  in  social  and  business  circles  among  the 
people  with  whom  he  has  grown  n|)  from  boyho'd. 


^ 


^  MLLIAMCANADAY,  .Sk.  In  giving  their 
\j^//  just  due  to  the  pioneers  of  Central  Illinois, 
W^  there  is  required  the  pen  of  the  historian, 
who  will  perpetuate  their  names  and  deeds  to  fu- 
ture generations,  who  as  time  passes  on  will  learn 
to  appreciate  them  at  their  full  value.  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  those  sturdy  characters  themselves  realized 
the  magnitude  of  the  work  which  the3'  had  begun, 
and  the  results  which  were  to  follow.  Not  only 
did  their  labors  affect  themselves  personally,  but 
the  works  of  each  man  coiitrilnited  to  make  a  grand 
whole  in  the  development  of  a  rich  section  ol  the 
country  which  is  looked  upon  with  pride  liy  the 
people  to-da3".  The  fact  that  Mr.  Canaday  came 
to  Elwood  Township  when  there  \i'as  but  one  cabin 
within  its  limits  is  sntlicient  to  establish  him  as  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  of  this  region,  anil  the 


further  fact  that  he  has  labored  industriously  and 
lived  worthily,  forms  for  him  one  of  the  most  en- 
during moiHinients  which  can  be  erected  to  man. 

There  are  four  men  in  Elwood  Township  bearing 
the  name  of  A\'iliiam  Canada}',  and  of  these  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  most  prominent  and 
the  oldest.  Of  Southern  birth  and  parentage,  he 
w.as  born  in  Jefferson  County,  EastTenn..  Dec.  22, 
1809,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  Canaday,  a  native  of 
North  Carolina.  «hi)  rcmo\'ed  with  his  family  to 
Wayne  County.  Ind.,  in  the  fall  nf  1820  and  there 
si)ent  the  following  «intei-.  In  the  meantime  two 
of  the  sons  came  to  this  county  and  put  up  in  El- 
wood Township  a  r<jnnd  log  cabin  near  the  present 
residence  of  our  suliject  and  on  the  same  section. 
Early  in  the  spring  of  1821  the  family  took  posses- 
sion of  the  cabin,  the  only  house  in  this  region. 
Indians  were  numerous  and  often  visited  the  family 
to  beg.  trade  or  steal.  They  camped  on  the  banks 
of  the  Little  A'crmilion  in  the  spring  of  the  year  to 
hunt  and  fish,  but  never  seriously  troubled  the 
settlers. 

The  Canadays  made  sugar  that  lirst  spring  and 
preiiared  to  carry  on  farming,  but  finally  one  of 
the  sons,  ISenjamin,  returned  to  Tennessee,  where 
lie  btiught  a  farm  and  soon  afterwards  was  joined 
by  the  balance  of  the  famil}'.  The  whole  family 
returned  to  this  county  the  following  fall,  having 
sold  their  Tennessee  propertj'.  Thej-  were  visited 
considerable  with  sickness  and  the  nearest  doctor 
was  at  Clinton.  They  had  to  go  to  the  mill  to 
Racoon  Creek,  in  Park  Countj",  Ind.,  and  Terro 
Haute  was  the  nearest  trading  point.  They  had  no 
horses  and  broke  the  new  ground  with  oxen.  Wild 
game  w.as  plentiful — deer,  turkey  and  a  few  buffalo. 
In  the  fall  thej'  filled  the  smoke-house  with  deer 
hams  and  also  had  plentj'  of  pork. 

Wlien  returning  to  Teimessee  the  Canad.ay  famil}- 
left  thirty  hogs  wliicli  they  had  brought  from 
Indiana  and  whicli  they  eouhl  not  well  t.ake  with 
them  u|)on  going  b.ack  .South.  So  the  animals  ran 
wild,  and  for  years  thereafter  their  [)r(jgeny  roamed 
through  the  woods  an'd  became  so  ferocious  that  a 
boar  woidd  sometimes  kill  a  cow.  The  Canaday 
family  occupied  the  ^]nal!  log  caliin,  cuntainini,'-  one 
room,  for  some  time,  and  the  innihur  did  the  cook- 
ing by  tlie  fire-i)lace.      The  lloor  was   of  puncheon, 
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the  roof  of  clnpljo.irds  lielrl  down  with  weight  polos 
and  the  stick  and  cla}-  cliiinnoy  was  hiiilt  on  the 
outside. 

About  the  second  year'nf  tlioir  vesidcneo  in  Ver- 
milion County,  Henry  Cauad.ay.  the  father  of  our 
subject,  tojrcfher  witli  .Fohn  Hawoith,  sef  up  a- 
"meetiiia;."  as  it  was  called  b}-  the  Society  of 
Friends,  (or  in  common  |)arlance  organized  a 
church).  These  two  men  and  others  who  after- 
wards came  to  the  neighborhood  built  a  log  cabin 
and  worshiiied  therein,  and  afterwarfis  built  a 
church  of  hewed  logs.  Sometimes  the  attendani  e 
was  so  small  that  Henry  Canada}'  and  his  son  R^n- 
jamin  would  go  to  ••meeting"  and  sit  through 
the  hour  for  worship,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
church  organization  as  per  the  disei])line  of  that 
church. 

Mrs.  Matilda  (B.arnard)  Canaday  -was  a  native  of 
Nantuckett's  Island.  Mass.,  whence  she  went  to 
North  Carolina  with  her  parents  when  a  little  girl. 
Her  father,  Capt.  Benjamin  Barnard,  followed  the 
sea  for  many  years.  The  jiarental  family  consisted 
of  five  children,  of  whom  Jlrs.  Canaday  is  the  only 
one  living.  Her  brother  Benjamin,  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years;  .Tohn  died  when  about  fifty 
years  old;  Frederick  and  Jlarj-  were  each  al)out 
eighty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  their  de- 
cease. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  at  the  old 
homestead  and  grew  up  with  a  limited  education, 
there  being  no  schools  during  his  boyhood  in  this 
region.  His  father  established  a  tanyard  in  wliich 
young  Canada}'  worked,  he  also  learned  saddlery 
and  harness-making.  Besides  his  tanj-ard  and  the 
farm  the  father  also  conrlucted  a  tin  shop.  William 
in  later  years  turned  his  attention  exclusively  to 
farming  and  stock-raising  and  operated  largely  as 
a  stock-dealer.  He  grew  wealtiiy  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  430  acres  of  land,  besides  having  given 
540  acres  to  his  children. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  witli  Miss  Mary 
Haworth  took  place  in  is.'.l.  This  lady  was  born 
in  East  Tennessee  and  is  the  daughter  of  William 
Haworth,  a  well-known  resident  of  this  count}'. 
This  union  resultefl  in  the  birth  of  ten  children — 
seven  of  whom  are  living,  viz:  .Tulia  A.,  Mrs. 
Harold  ;  (1.  Franklin;    liichaiil    II. ;  .lames  A.;    Ma- 


tilda.!., Mrs.  Brown;  Benjamin  F.  and  Alice,  Mrs. 
Morris.  Julia  married  Wilton  Harold,  of  Ridge 
Farm,  but  has  r.o  children:  Franklin  married  .Miss 
.Mary  Jackson,  who  lived  near  Homer,  and  thev 
have  two  children — Gcrtude  and  Edwin;  Richard 
married  Miss  Catherine  Harold  and  occujjies  |)art 
of  the  homestead,  he  has  one  child,  William:  James 
married  JHss  Drusilla  Diven.and  lives  at  Burr  Oak 
Grove,  in  Champaign  County;  they  have  four 
children — Mary  E.,  Dora,  Earl  and  Ora;  Matilda 
married  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Brown,  of  Elwood  Town- 
ship, and  has  two  children — ^[.  Alice  and  Oliver 
W.;  Benjamin  took  to  wife  ^liss  Ct)rnelia  Green, 
and  lives  in  Elwood  Township,  and  has  seven  chil- 
dren— Howard  W.,  Richard  A.,  Anna  A..  Jesse, 
Mary,  Martha  and  an  infant  boy  unnamed.  The 
last  three  are  triplets:  Alice  married  Dr.  Charles  C. 
Morris,  of  Hoekville,  Ind.,  and  they  have  three 
children — lesse  C.  Estella  E.  and  Mary  If. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Haworth)  Canaday  departed  this 
life  in  the  fall  of  18.55.  Our  subject  was  married 
the  second  time,  Oct.  30,  1873.  to  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Diament.  deceased.  She  was 
was  born  in  New  Jersey.  Oct.  26,  182G,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  I'reshyteri.an  Church.  Mr.  Canaday 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Quakers,  to  which 
he  still  loyally  adheres.  In  politics  he  is  a  sound 
Republican  but  has  held  aloof  from  the  responsi- 
bilities of  office.  A  fine  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr. 
Canaday  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


<^  MOS  JACKSON  was  born  in  Clinton 
i^l     County,  Ind.,  on  Sept.   15,   1837.      He    is 

III  11'  one  of  the  largest  land-owners  in  the 
^J  township  of  Sidell.    His  father  and  mother 

were  born  in  Washington  County,  I'a.,  and  Ohio, 
respectively.  r>y  his  first  inmriage  his  father  had 
eleven  children,  of  which  Amos  was  the  tenth 
child  and  youngest  .son.  The  first  wife  died  at 
.Jefferson,  Ind.,  in  1840.  when  Amos  was  a  little 
over  two  years  of  age.  Ills  father  remarried  but 
died  soon  after  at  the  age  of  forty -eight  years. 

Thus  it  will  lie  seen  th.it  .Vmos  was  left  muther- 
le.-s  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years,  and  when 
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ho  was  ten  years  ulfl  ho  was  left  without  a  fatlier, 
and  at  this  time  he  beL;an  to  figlit  the  battle  of  life 
alone.  His  father  left  a  farm  of  200  acres,  but  tiie 
ailniinistration  of  tlio  estate  left  hut  little  for  the 
heirs.  As  before  related,  .Vnius  lie.Ljan  at  the  age 
of  ten  years,  to  work  for  his  board  and  clothes, 
and  under  these  circumstances  his  educational  ad- 
vantages were  necessarily  extremely  limited.  He 
attended  school  about  eiglit  montlis  in  all  In  a  little 
log  school-house,  walking  two  miles.  lie  continued 
to  live  in  Indiana  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of 
age,  when,  in  1855.  in  company  with  his  uncle, 
Johnson  Ross,  he  came  to  Edgar  C'uuuty.  111.,  and 
assisted  bis  uncle  in  clearing  up  a  farm.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  be  returned  to  Indiana  but  remained 
only  a  year  when  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  en- 
gaged at  brick-making  .at  Indianola.  It  was  at 
this  place  be  first  met  his  wife.  Miss  Sarah  Hosier, 
who  at  that  time  was  living  witli  her  grandfather, 
John  Gilgis.  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Indian- 
ola. Her  fatlier  and  mother  were  born  in  Ohio 
and  Kentucky  respectivel)'.  Mr.  (iilgis  was  a  mer- 
chant at  Indianola  anil  a  man  of  considerable 
wealth.  Francis  Ilesler,  father  of  Mrs.  Jackson, 
was  a  farmer  in  Douglas  County  and  the  father  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  six  were  girls.  He  was 
married  three  times  and  bad  two  children  by  his 
first,  two  by  his  second  and  seven  by  his  third  wife. 
Mrs.  Jackson's  mother  was  his  first  wife,  who  died 
when  ^Irs.  Jackson  was  but  three  or  four  years  old, 
and  since  that  time  and  till  her  marriage  she  re- 
sided with  her  grandfather.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson 
became  attached  to  each  other  while  very  young, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  j'ears,  and  recognizing 
the  fact  that  "love  laughs  .at  locksmiths,"  quietly 
crossed  over  into  the  State  of  Michigan,  where 
they  were  married.  Returning  to  Indianola.  the}' 
were  of  course  forgiven  and  at  once  launched  out 
on  life's  highw.ay  with  the  resolution  of  contradict- 
ing the  theory  that  marriage  is  a  failure.  And  in 
this  they  have  succeeded.  In  the  spring  of  lb(;0 
Mr.  Jackson  rented  a  farm  north  of  Indianola  and 
commenced  work  in  earnest  to  earn  a  home.  Mrs. 
(lilgis  died  abi.iut  two  years  subsequent  to  their 
marriage  and  they  were  called  back  to  the  home  of 
Mrs.  Jackson's  grandfather,  and  when  he  died  he 
left  the  young  couple  eighty  acres  of  land.     After- 


ward Mr.  Jackson  purchased  a  section  of  land,  640 
acres,  in  Sidell  Township,  for  which  he  agreed  to 
l)ay  $-2O.O0().  He  sold  his  original  eighty  .acres  for 
■S4,000.  this  leaving  him  in  debt  5lt3,(MiO,  drawing 
ten  per  cent,  interest.  Through  prudent  man.age- 
ment  Mr.  Jackson  h.as  not  only  paid  for  that  land 
but  h.as  added  thereto  402  acres.  Heside  all  that 
he  had  made  many  valualjle  improvements,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  5,100  rods  of  drain  tile, 
and  there  is  not  five  acres  of  waste  land  on  this 
immense  tract.  He  has  also  erected  a  splendid 
barn  for  general  purpo.ses,  a  cattle  Ijarn  t!6xlOO, 
a  granary  and  feed-mill  ;'.0x30,  and  the  other  nec- 
essary buildings  for  a  large,  well  regulated  farm. 
He  has  450  bead  of  cattle  and  is  feeding  a  large 
number  of  hogs.  Of  late  years  Mr.  Jackson  has 
begun  breeding  running  horses  and  has  al)andoned 
the  raising  of  Clydesdales.  He  is  a  great  lover  of 
the  Morgan  horse,  of  which  he  has  some  splendid 
j  specimens.  He  owns  the  celebrated  running  horse 
••  King  Nero,"  who  took  the  four  first  prizes  on  a 
I  Chicago  track  in  the  fall  of  1887,  amounting  to 
j  ^1,000.  He  is  said  to  be  the  best  bred  horse  in 
i  Illinois,  being  sired  by  '•  Harry  Bassett,"  the  cele- 
I  brated  Kentucky  horse.  As  a  stock-raiser  there  is 
none  who  stands  higher  in  N'erniilion  County  than 
Amos  J.ackson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Tackson  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  John  L. ;  Bertie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
four  months;  Jennie,  Ltiura,  Fr.ank,  Ada  and  I.ula 
B.  Politically  Mr.  Jackson  acts  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge. 
^Ir.  Jackson  is  exceedingly  popular  with  his  neigh- 
bors, and  is  fully  entitled  to  enjoy  the  large  for- 
tune which  he  h.as  .accumulated  by  his  energy  and 
good  management. 


WOlIX  S.  CRANE,  a  resident  of  ^'ermilion 
I  i  Count}-  for  more  than  twenty  years,  h.as 
I  lived  in  Grant  Township  since  the  sjiring  of 
^/'  ISCT,  and  on  his  present  place  for  sixteen 
years.  He  is  a  native  of  Voxford,  SulTolk  County. 
Englaud.  and  was  horn  .Vug.  22.  1  Si's.  Hf  was 
brouglit  up  in  his  native  county,  learning  ihc  tragic 
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of  a  shoemaker,  in  wliicli  lie  was  (Migasrc'l  until  liis 
removal  to  Jlliiiois.  After  his  iiiarriage  in  the  fall 
of  1^52,  he  emigrated  to  Cauncla  acc()ni|ianie(l  liy 
his  parents.  They  started  from  London  for  New 
York,  and  on  arrival  there  at  iincc  left  for  (Jault. 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  There  the 
family  settled  and  .John  8.  carried  on  business  in 
his  trade  as  a  manufacturer  and  dealer,  nnlil  lie  re- 
moved to  the  Unileil  States.  Ills  [larent^  made 
their  permanent  home  in  Gault  wheie  they  were 
afterwards  joined  by  others  of  the  family  \\\\n 
emigrated  from  time  to  lime. 

AVhen  he  wtis  eighty-four  years  of  age,  (iraml- 
father  Crane  made  a  trip  to  America  alone  to  see 
Lis  descendants.  Here  he  stayed  two  years  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  England  where  he  lived  to 
be  ninety-six  years  of  age.  The  parents  of  John 
S.  Crane  were  named  John  and  JLuy  (Girling) 
Crane.  The  father  was  also  a  shoemaker  and  like- 
wise carried  on  business  on  his  own  account  until 
he  was  quite  old.  lie  also  lived  to  be  an  old  man 
and  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  made  a  visit  to  his 
son  in  this  country.  He  died  four  years  afterward 
in  his  eighty-ninth  year.  His  wife  died  several 
years  prior  to  the  decease  of  her  husband,  aged 
about  seventy-six.  Of  their  nine  children  six  arc 
now  living,  a  record  of  whom  follows:  Harrj-,  who 
is  a  carpenter  and  builder  in  Gault;  George  was  a 
1  lumber  and  painter  by  trade  in  London,  Enirland 
and  is  now  a  farmer  in  Kanosh,  Utah;  AVilliam, 
also  a  carpenter  and  builder  in  Gaidl;  Caroline  is 
the  wife  of  John  ^Nlilligan,  a  graindealer  in  Ross- 
villo,  this  county;  Charles  is  also  a  resident  of  Kan- 
osh, Utah,  and  is  largely  interested  in  sheep  raising 
and  is  President  of  the  Wool  Growers  Association 
of  Utah.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Tribune,  the  leading  paper  in  that  territory.  He 
w-os  learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  at  Lafayette, 
Ind.,  when  the  war  broke  out  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  enlisted  in  the  10th  Indiana  Infantry 
for  three  months,  during  which  time  he  was  in  the 
battle  of  Rich  Mountain.  He  afterward  joined 
the  G3d  Indiana  Infantry,  serving  until  the  close  of 
the  war  and  for  some  time  after  that  was  Govern- 
ment messenger  on  th';  supply  trains  to  the  South. 
The  other  survivor  is  John  S. 

The  three  who  are  deceased  are  Clara,  who  was 


the  wife  of  James  IMcKcndrick,  of  Gault,  and  died 
in  that  place  leaving  a  family  of  four  children. 
James  waS  a  resident  of  New  Orleans  at  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion,  and  being  a  I'nion  man 
made  his  esca[)e  from  that  city  intending  to  go  to 
Canada,  but  contracted  a  fever  and  died  on  reach- 
ing Lafayette,  Ind..  where  his  brother  Ch.arles  was 
then  living.  Adaline.  the  youngest  sister,  died  on 
her  way  to  America  and  was  buried  at  sea. 

.lolin.  of  whom  this  sketch  was  written,  stayed 
in  Gault  until  !867,  when  he  decided  to  give  up 
his  business  and  move  to  the  United  States.  He 
had  always  desired  to  become  a  farmer,  and  the 
year  prior  to  his  removal  came  to  Illinois  to  visit 
an  uncle  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  many  j'cars, 
and  being  much  jtleased  with  the  ap|)earance  of  the 
countr}-  he  decided  to  make  this  State  his  home. 
Returning  to  Canada  he  sold  out  his  property  and 
in  the  siiring  of  1807  located  east  of  where  the 
thriving  city  of  Hoopeston  now  stands.  No  rail- 
road was  then  in  existence  here  and  the  site  of 
Hoopeston  was  an  open  [jrairie.  On  the  place 
where  he  first  settled  he  stayed  but  a  year,  when 
he  removed  to  a  farm  of  the  uncle  named,  situated 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Chicago  road.  Having 
bought  1  Sa  acres,  a  part  of  his  present  property, 
he  rented  a  farm  east  of  it  while  he  was  putting  up 
a  house  and  other  buildings.  T'he  farm  was  then 
all  wild  prairie  and  the  improvements  upon  it  have 
been  made  by  Air.  Crane — all  the  buildings,  fences, 
trees,  etc.,  being  the  result  of  his  labor's.  To-day 
it  is  as  fine  a  property  of  its  sizc  as  there  is  in  this 
part  of  the  county,  and  comprises  in  all  247  acres. 

Mr.  Crane  w.as  united  in  marriage  in  England  in 
1852  with  Miss  Eliza  Garwood,  who  was  born  in 
Stratford,  St.  Mary,  that  county,  March  21,  1830. 
She  was  the  only  one  of  the  family  to  come  to 
America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane  are  the  parents  of 
four  cliililicn,  one  of  whom  Adeline,  died  in  Gault 
at  the  age  of  three  years.  The  survivors  are 
C)scar  G.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Uossville,  this 
county;  Edith  is  the  wife  of  II.  A.  Hoover,  living 
near  Oskaloosa,  Iowa;  Charles  G.  is  at  home  with 
his  parents.  Mr.  Crane  is  a  gentleman  who  has,  by 
his  quiet,  unassuming  manners,  and  upright  living, 
won  the  respect  of  the  people  with  whom  he  has 
lived    for  now  more  than  a  score   of  years,  and   he 
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is  justly  countei]  as  one  of  tlic  most  valued  citi- 
zens of  the  nortlienstcru  part  of  \  eruiilioii  County. 
He  beloniis  to  the  ^Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
menibei-  of  Star  Lodge  No.  70;),  of  Iloopeston. 
lie  is  a  gentleman  of  donieslie  habits  and  tastes 
and  has  never  aspired  to  otlice.  preferring  the 
quiet  of  his  own  home  to  the  worry  attending 
public  position.  In  his  eomfortaliie  home  he  and 
his  estimable  wife  dis[jense  hospitality  to  all  wlm 
visit  them,  and  tliej-  are  justly  entitled  to  the  high 
measure  of  esteem  in  which  Ihcj'  are  hehl. 

J^SA  PARTLOW  is  a  native  of  Danville, 
^A-J|i     where  he  was  born  on  the  (>th  day  of  -Tan- 

//(  il  uary,  183:5.  His  father,  Rue!)en  Pai-tiow. 
^J  was  born  in  \'irginiaand  his  grandfather, 

Samuel  Partlow,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State. 
The  latter  removed  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  in 
an  early  day  and  located  in  Nelson  Count\'.  wliere 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  clearcfl  a  farm. 
In  183.5,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  he  came  to  \<.'y- 
milion  C'ountv  to  spend  the  winter  with  his  chil- 
dren, who  were  then  living  here.  The  journey  was 
made  on  horseback,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year. 
They  stopjied  with  their  son  Samuel,  in  ^Middle 
Fork  Township,  where  the  old  gentleman  was 
taken  sick  and  died  during  the  winter.  In  these 
times  lumber  was  very  scarce,  there  being  no  saw- 
mills in  this  section  of  the  country  and  it  was  with 
ditficultv  that  l)oards  could  be  purch.ased  at  any 
price.  At  any  rate,  it  is  stated  that  not  enouiili 
himl)er  could  be  had  to  construct  a  coffin  in  which 
to  bviry  Mr.  Partlow.  His  sons  went  to  the  timber 
and  cut  down  trees  and  split  enough  off  them  to 
build  a  cotlin,  and  in  this  manner  Mr.  Partlow  was 
interred.  Soon  after,  and  during  the  same  winter, 
his  wife  was  seized  with  illness  and  followed  htr 
husband  to  the  grave.  In  this  family  there  were 
nine  children,  se\en  of  whom  came  to  this  count}' 
and  are  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  i)ioneers. 
There  were  four  sons — .Tohn,  .James,  Reuben,  au'i 
Samuel,  and  three  daughters. 

Reuben  Partlow.  the  father  of  Asa,  was  very 
young    when    his    parents  removed    to    Kentucky, 


where  he  was  reared  and  resided  until  18.'il.  He 
married,  and  then  aceom|)anied  by  his  wife,  came 
to  Vermilion  County,  making  the  journey  on 
horseback,  cariying  a  few  household  goods  with 
them.  He  located  at  J)anville.  and  being  a  wheel- 
wright and  cooper,  he  worked  at  his  trade  until 
1834.  when  hi'  made  .a  cl;iim  in  Xcwcll  Township, 
upon  which  he  l>iiilt  a  lo:^-  Ikiusc.  At  this  time 
stoves  were  possessed  only  i.iy  the  rich,  liut  fuel 
was  plenty,  and  their  old  fasliioned  lire-place  was 
a  typical  one.  They  made  all  their  clothes  of 
homespun  cloth,  and  were  ha|)pier  than  many 
who  wear  their  fine  clothes  in  these  later  days. 
Mr.  Partlow  liveci  there  about  a  ^ear,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  his  claim  and  returned  to  Danville,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  for  a  while,  afterward  taking 
another  claim  in  ^liddle  Fork  Township.  When 
this  came  into  market,  he  purchased  it  from  the 
Government,  and  this  tract  of  land  has  since  been 
the  old  homestead.  Of  course,  in  thc(se  days  there 
were  no  railroads,  and  for  many  years  all  supijlies 
were  drawn  by  horses  or  oxen  from  Perrysville 
anil  LaFayetle  and  also  from  Chicago.  At  one 
time  Mr.  Partlow  took  a  h.alf  barrel  of  hone}'  to 
Chicago  and  supplied  the  whole  town,  returning 
home  with  a  good  portion  of  it.  He  was  a  resident 
of  the  old  homestead  until  18.52.  when  he  returned 
to  Danville  and  lived  retired  until  his  death  which 
occurred  in  ^lay,  1866,  aged  sixty-two  years.  His 
wife's  maiden  name  was  Klizabeth  H.  Humphrey, 
a  native  of  Kentucky.  H-^r  father,  .John  Hum- 
phrey was  born  in  Virginia  and  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Kentucky.  She  died  in  18G.5. 
She  was  the  mother  of  six  children — Asa,  Almira. 
who  married  Robert  Davidson  (now  deceased); 
John  H.  died  when  fourteen  years  of  age;  David 
is  also  dead;  Sarah  A.,  married  A.  I.  Draper,  and 
they  are  residents  of  Danville;  Elizabeth  married  Z. 
Morris.  (>i  Georgetown,  this  county,  who  is  now- 
dead. 

Asa  Partlow,  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch, 
attended  the  pioneer  public  schools.  He  describes 
the  first  school-house,  which  he  attended,  as  having 
no  window,  but  simiily  a  log  was  taken  out  where- 
with to  admit  the  light.  As  soon  as  he  was  large 
enough  he  was  compelled  to  assist  his  father  on  the 
farm,    but   at    the   age  of   seventeen   he  went    to 
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Georgetown,  where  lie  attended  a  scininarv,  and 
after  tliat  tauglit  one  term  of  jichool.  In  18J2  lie 
formed  a  partnor;^hil)  with  S.  A.  Humphrey  and  .1. 
M.  rartlow,  under  the  firm  name  of  lliimphrey  '■^ 
Co.  The}'  prfisccuted  a  general  niereantilo  busi- 
ness, and  financially  were  very  successful.  He  was 
in  the  trade  until  1873,  with  various  partners,  and 
in  that  year  he  sold  out  his  store  and  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business,  and  has  built  up  a  fine  trade. 
He  is  also  secretary  of  the  Equitable  lUiildiiig 
and  Loan  Association. 

In  1857  Mr.  I'arilow  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  JIurdoek.  who  was  born  near  LaFayettc, 
Ind.,  ^larch  L"),  1831.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Jane  Murdock,  nati\cs  of  New  Jersej'. 
and  is  the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Harry 
G.  married  Stella  Doane  and  resides  in  Danville; 
Edwin  R.  and  Augustus.  Fannie  Mabel  died  at 
the  age  of  four  years;  Minnie  Ellen  died  at  the  age 
of  ten  mouths. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Partlow  are  members  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Fart- 
low  has  been  steward  and  treasurer  for  a  long  time. 
He  is  als(^i  a  member  of  Danville  Lodge  No.  C9. 
1.  O.  O.  F. 

''■^'S^l' 


^^RU.MAN  WILLIAMS.  The  farming  com- 
((m^\\  ™i"''fy  '^f  Catlin  Township  has  no  more 
^^^'  worthy  representative  than  this  venerable 
gentleman,  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  insert  a 
review  of  his  life  in  thisBioGRAriiicvL  Albuji.  He 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  place  for  more  than 
forty  years,  and  during  that  time  has  improved  a 
good  farm  on  section  3G,  and  has  built  up  a  cozy 
home,  in  which  he  and  his  estimable  wife,  who  lias 
worked  by  his  side  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
are  comfortably  spending  life's  declining  3'ears,  en- 
joying the  respect  and  affection  of  all  about  them. 
Eli  Williams,  the  father  of  subject,  was  born  in 
the  good  olil  New  England  State  of  Connecticut, 
as  was  also  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Martha  Aldermon.  They  first  settled  in  their 
native  State  after  their  marriage,  but  subsequently- 
removed  from  there  to  I'eiisylvania.  and  from  thence 
to  Onoiidago  County,    N.    Y.,  and  afterwards  to 


Gciusi'i'  Cuunty.  Finally  they  returned  to  the 
Keysti>ne  State  and  settled  in'  Crawford  County, 
and  there  their  earthly  pilgrimage  ceased,  and  they 
were  gathered  to  their  fathers  at  a  ripe  ola  age. 
Ten  children  were  born  of  their  marriage,  five  sons 
and  five  daughters,  and  of  these  our  subject  is  the 
third  in  order  of  birth  and  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. 

lie  was  born  in  Onondago  County,  N.  Y.,  Seiit. 
(J,  1812.  Those  were  piDUcer  times  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  our  subject  was  bred  to  a  hard}- 
manhood  under  their  intluence.  He  remained  an 
inmate  of  the  parental  household  till  he  was  twen- 
ty-six years  old,  and  then  married  and  established 
a  home  of  his  own.  his  marriage  with  Miss  Marga- 
ret Nelson  taking  place  in  Crawford  County,  Pa., 
Oct.  30.  1838.  Mrs.  Williams  was  born  in  that 
county  Jan.  29,  1817,  the  third  child  in  the  family 
of  nine  children,  two  sons  and  seven  daughters  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Sloan)  Nelson.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  .America  when  he 
was  about  thirteen  years  old.  His  wife  was  a 
native  of  Miginia,  and  after  their  inarri.age  tliej- 
settled  in  C'rawfo';d  County  in  an  early  day  of  its 
settlement,  and  lived  there  till  death  closed  their 
earthly  career. 

After  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  contin- 
ued to  live  in  Crawford  County  until  the  fall  of 
1846,  and  then  with  their  little  family  of  children 
they  made  their  way  across  the  country  by  the  slow 
modes  of  traveling  in  those  da\-s.  and  came  to  the 
still  wild  and  sparsely  settled  country,  embraced 
in  this  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  The}-  spent  the 
first  two  years  after  their  arrival  in  Danville  Town- 
ship, and  at  the  ex|)iration  of  that  time  located  on 
the  farm  where  they  still  make  their  home  in  Cat- 
lin Township.  Its  120  acres  are  under  good  til- 
lage and  many  valuable  improvements  have  been 
made,  so  that  as  a  whole  it  compares  very  favor- 
ably with  the  farms  around  it,  and  it  yields  fine 
harvests  in  repayment  of  the  care  bestowed  on  its 
tillage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  ^\'illiallls  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  as  follows:  Minerva;  Charles,  who  dieil 
when  about  six  years  old:  Nancy,  the  wife  of  John 
Harriii:  Clarissa,  wlio  was  the  wife  of  George  Jami- 
son, and  died  vvhcu  about  twenty-four  vears  old- 
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Anil  died  when  about  ten  years  old;  Elizabetli,  the 
Hife  of  John  Gones;  Nelson  married  Mrs.  Ida 
((  liilds)  Doran ;  Cliarles  married  Luda  Torrant; 
'I'niinan  married  Isadora  Valentine;  Majjgie  is  the 
wife  of  George  Cook. 

Mr.  Williams  inlierited  from  a  sterlinix  New 
I'jigland  ancestry  the  tiirift  and  wisdom  tiiat  have 
marked  his  course  and  the  honoral)le  traits  of  ohar- 
aetcr  that  make  him  a  good  husband,  father,  neigli- 
l)or,  citizen.  He  has  borne  a  part  in  the  public 
affairs  of  his  township  and  has  served  very  accept- 
ably as  .School  Director  and  in  minor  otHces.  In 
jjolitics,  he  firml}'  adheres  to  the  Republican  party. 
Religiously,  both  he  and  bis  wife  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  a  long 
term  of  3'ears,  and  have  always  performed  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  them  in  a  true  Christian 
spirit. 


y^ILLIA3I  WEIITE.  a  veteran  of  the  late  war 
is  numbered  among  the  skilled  farmers  of 
C'atlin  Townsliip,  and  his  pleasantly  located 
farm  on  section  2,  with  its  well-tilled  fields  and  at- 
tractive buildings,  is  one  of  the  first-class  places  of 
this  locality,  and  from  its  cultivation  he  derives 
an  excellent  income  that  puts  him  among  the  well- 
to-do  agriculturists  of  his  neighborhood. 

James  White,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Baltimore,  Md.,  while  his  mother,  Hannah  Rodg- 
ers,  was  a  native  of  Rerrysville,  'N'ermillion  Co., 
Ind.  After  marriage  in  1839  these  people  settled 
in  Perry sville,  and  there  she  died  in  1845  while 
jet  in  life's  prime.  The  father  married  again  and 
in  1859  came  witii  his  famih'  to  Vermilion  County, 
this  State,  and  settling  in  C'atlin  Township,  he  made 
his  home  here  till  his  demise  July  C>,  1882.  He  was 
a  good  man,  who  led  an  upright  life,  and  was  well 
thought  of  by  the  neighbors  among  whom  he  had 
lived  foi'  so  many  years.  He  was  the  father  of 
three  children  bj-  his  first  marriage,  as  follows: 
AVilllam,  Samuel  and  Hannah. 

William,  of  whom  this  sketch  was  written,  was 
born  in  Perrysville.  A'ermillion  Co.,  Ind.,  Oct.  30, 
1841.  His  cducati(Hi.  conducted  in  the  common 
jchoi'ls,  uas  necessarily  somewhat  limited,  as  being 


tiie  eldest  of  the  family,  his  father  required  his  as- 
sistance. He  accompanied  his  father  to  this  county 
in  1859,  and  has  since  lieen  a  useful  citizen  of  this 
community.  He  had  not  attained  his  majority 
when  the  war  broke  out.  and  in  August,  1862, 
though  not  \-ct  of  age,  he  patriotically  resolved  to 
do  what  he  could  to  aid  the  cause  of  his  country, 
nnd  enlisted  in  Company  K,  I  2.>  Illinois  Infantry. 
To  his  regret  his  eyesight  became  impaired  so  much 
as  to  disable  him  for  a  soldier,  and  he  was  honora- 
bly discharged  in  October  of  the  same  year.  Since 
then  he  has  given  hi.s  attention  whollj'  to  farming 
and  stock-raising.  He  owns  eighty  acres  of  highly 
fertile  land,  which  is  under  admirable  cultivation 
and  is  well  supplied  with  an  excellent  class  of  build- 
ing, including  a  substantially  liuilt,  commodious 
residence.  He  has  his  farm  well  stocked  to  its  full 
capacity  with  cattle  of  good  grades,  and  is  doing 
well  in  that  branch  of  agriculture. 

Mr.  White  has  been  twice  married.  He  was  first 
wedded  in  Danville  to  Miss  Susan  Cook,  bj-  whom 
he  had  three  children — Oscar.  James  and  Susan. 
IMnrch  19,  1872.  this  happy  household  was  bereft 
of  the  much  loved  wife  and  tender  mother  by  her 
untimely  death.  Mr.  White's  second  marriage, 
which  took  i)lace  in  Georgetown  Township,  was  to 
Jliss  Minerva  Bowon.  Three  children  blessed  their 
union — Elmer  who  died  when  about  a  year  old; 
Melvin  and  Dottie  B.  Jan.  11,  1889  the  dark 
shadow  of  death  again  fell  .across  the  threshold  of 
the  dwelling  of  our  subject,  and  in  a  few  days  all 
that  was  mortal  of  her  who  had  been  the  home- 
maker  was  borne  to  its  last  resting  place.  In  her 
happy  weddetllife  she  had  been  all  that  a  true  wife 
and  mother  could  be;  devoted  to  her  husband's  in- 
terests, and  to  the  motherless  children  that  thus  fell 
to  her  charge  she  gave  as  much  care  and  love  .as  if 
they  were  her  own,  and  in  her  death  thej'  have 
again  lost  a  good  mother,  while  her  own  darlings, 
the  youngest  a  dear  little  girl,  scarce  two  years 
old.  have  met  with  .an  irreparable  loss. 

Mr.  White  has  succeeded  by  patient  toil  in  plac- 
ing himself  on  a  solid  basis  financially  speaking, 
and  since  becoming  the  owner  of  this  farm  has 
greatly  increased  its  value  by  wise  management 
and  a  judicious  expenditure  of  money  for  improve- 
ments.    He  is  a  quiet,  un.assuming  man,  but  withal 
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lias  tlip.t  force  of  flmrafler  that  I'lialilcs  liiiii  towoik 
with  a  purpose,  ami  carry  hi?  plans  in  a  >iicei-.-,-t'ul 
issue.  Ik'  lias  never  jjiveii  liis  fcllou-citi/.ens 
cause  to  (li>triist  liiui,  but  has  always  aiiiicil  to  do 
rightly  by  others.  In  [lolitics.  he  alllliatfS  with 
the  Democrats,  and  is  ever  loj'al  to  his  party.  For 
nearLv  nine  j'ears  he  has  held  the  ireiporlant  ofilcc 
of  School  Director,  and  the  educational  interests  of 
the  township  with  which  he  ha«  tliiis  liccnnic  identi- 
fied have  not  suffered  at  his  hands. 


^  l>ILLIAM  WILLIAMS.  In  a  rccor.l  com- 
\&Jl'      1"''-^'".?    ^''^    liistory   of    tlie   jiriiiriiial    did 

V^^  settlers  of  Vermilion  County,  the  name  of 
Mr.  Williams  cannot  pro|)crly  lie  omitted.  lie  es- 
tablished himself  in  to\vii>hip  I'o,  ranuL-  12.  in 
1871,  securing  a  tract  of  wild  land,  whii-h.  after 
years  of  arduous  labor,  he  has  converted  into  a 
comfortable  homestead.  It  is  IGO  aci'es  in  extent. 
nud  pleasantly  located  on  sections  IS  and  i:».  the 
dwelling  lieing  on  the  latter.  His  career  has  Ijcom 
similar  to  that  of  many  of  the  men  around  liiin.  in 
which  he  has  labored  earlj-  and  late  to  provide  for 
the  wants  of  coming  years,  and  in  all  respects  has 
conducted  himself  as  an  lionest  man  and  a  good 
citizen. 

'Sir.  Williams  is  a  native  of  the  Prairie  State. 
having  been  born  in  McLean  County.  Dec.  l.'i, 
1832.  He  was  there  reared  to  farming  pursuits. 
and  remained  a  member  of  his  father's  household 
until  reaching  his  majority.  He  was  blest  with 
good  common  sense  and  excellent  health,  and  made 
the  most  of  his  opportunities  for  obtaining  a  prac- 
tical education  in  the  common  school.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  he  began  the  battle  of  life  on 
his  own  account,  operating  first  on  rented  land,  and 
within  a  few  years  purchased  land  and  constructed 
a  farm  of  his  own. 

In  the  fall  of  1S71  Mr.  Williams  took  possession 
of  the  land  which  he  now  owns  ami  occupies,  at  a 
time  when  it  was  nothing  but  raw  prairie.  He  has 
effected  all  the  improvements  which  we  now  behold. 
and  which  certainly  do  great  credit  to  his  taste  and 
industry.       He  made  it  his  business  at  an  early  day 


to  i-ci  out  a  g'live  of  30ung  trees,  which  are  now 
grown,  and  fuiiii,-h  a  delightful  shade  for  the  resi- 
dence and  surroundings.  I'lider  his  wise  manage- 
ment the  land  has  become  highly  productive.  Mr. 
\\illiams  at  lirst  purchased  eighty  acres,  and  snb- 
seipientlv  adilcd  to  it  until  he  is  the  owner  of  the 
quarter-section.  He  has  a.  goodly  assortment  of 
live  stock,  and  the  necessary  conveniences  for  their 
call'  and  keeping,  besides  the  required  machinery 
for  running  the  farm  in  a  scientific  and  iirolitable 
manner. 

Shortly  before  reaching  the  twenty  second  vear 
of  his  age  Mr.  Williams  was  married.  Aul;.  27, 
1854,  to  Miss  Abigail  Dean.  The  young  coiqile 
commenced  the  journey  of  life  together  on  rented 
land  in  a  manner  coi  resjioniling  to  their  means  and 
surroundings,  and  worked  with  a  mutual  |)urpose 
f<ir  the  futuie.  In  due  time  the  household  circle 
included  six  chililren,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
I'^lnora  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  rnibanhowar ;  they 
live  about  oiH'-hall'  mile  east  of  the  Williams  home- 
stead. an<l  are  the  (laients  of  li\e  children — Nellie, 
(icorge,  Ciiarles.  May  and  William,  .lames  .1.  mar- 
rieil  Miss  Anna  Sellers,  and  ii\es  north  of  his 
father's  place  on  a  farm;  he  is  the  father  of  two 
children — Grace  and  Lida.  Maiy  Evarilla,  nsiiallv 
called  Eva,  and  .lonathan  Lcc  are  at  home  with 
their  parents. 

Mrs.  Abigail  (Dean)  Williams,  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Knox  County.  Ohio.  Nov.  20. 
ISS."?,  .and  is  the  daughter  of  .1.  M.  Dean,  a  native 
of  ^laryland.  ?.Ir.  Dean  emigiatcd  «heii  a  \  oung 
man  to  the  lUickeye  State,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Elwell.  They  removed  to 
McLean  County,  this  State,  when  their  daughter 
Abigail  was  a  maiden  of  seventeen  years,  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm,  where  the  father  died  in  1872  at 
the  age  of  seventy  3'ears,  and  the  mother  in  Feb- 
ruary. 1888,  aged  eighty-se\en.  Tlie\  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  livin", 
and  residents  of  Illinois.  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

William  Williams.  Sr.,  the  father  of  oui'  subject, 
was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  when  a  yonnu'  man 
came  to  McLean  County.  111.,  where  he  took  up  a 
tract  of  raw  land,  and  began  farming  in  true  pio- 
neer style.  In  .AIcLean  County  he  married  Jliss 
Evarilla  Hobson.  and    they   became   the  parents  of 
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une  c'liilfl,  William,  our  siilijuct.  ,Mi-.  \\illi:inis 
(Hud  when  <i  yuiiig  man.  and  his  widow  was  snbse- 
qncntlj'  inariiod  to  .1.  G.  Riivlnini;  she  died  in 
1S48,  wlien.her  son  William  was  a  youth  of  sixteen 
years.  She  was  a  native  of  Xoitli  Carolina,  when 
she  removed  with  her  parents  to  Ohio,  and  from 
there  to  INIid.eau  County,  where  her  father.  .loshiia 
Hobson,  eiij;aL;ed  in  farming  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life. 

Mr.  Williams,  our  subject,  east  his  iirst  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  .bjhn  V.  Fremunt,  and  while  not  mix- 
ing any  with  politieal  affairs,  hns  his  own  ideas  in 
regard  to  matters  and  things,  and  gives  his  un- 
qnalilied  support  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
one  of  those  solid  old  landmarks  whose  word  is 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  who  can  always 
be  depended  upon  to  do  as  lie  says. 

<|  I5-ILT.IA!\I  HAWICIX.S.  The  citizen-soldier, 
\/\/i  "'"^  ''"^  ^"  '""^''^  toward  saving  the  Union 
^^/^U  from  destruction  in  the  late  war,  has  since, as 
is  well-known,  been  a  [)rominenl  element  in  further- 
ing the  development  of  the  vast  resources  of  our 
conntrj',  and  has  contributed  largely  to  its  material 
l)rosperity.  As  a  representative  of  that  element  it 
gives  us  pleasure  to  transcribe  to  these  pages  a 
I)rief  record  of  the  life-work  of  AVilliam  Hawkins. 
He  is  actively  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  and  raising 
stock  in  Vermilion  County,  having  on  section  7. 
Catlin  Township,  as  finely  improved  and  well  cul- 
tivated a  farm  as  is  to  be  found  throughout  the 
length  and  brea<lth  of  this  rich  agricultural  region. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  his  birth 
taking  place  in  Wayne  Count}-,  Jan.  1,  1831.  His 
parents,  Nathan  and  Sarah  (Wright)  Hawkins, 
were  also  born  in  that  county,  and  there  they  were 
reared  and  married,  and  in  turn  reared  a  family  of 
ten  children.  The  good  mother  passed  away  from 
the  scenes  amid  which  her  entire  life  had  been 
passed,  stricken  by  the  hand  of  death,  but  the  aged 
father  still  survives,  and  makes  his  home  in  the 
place  of  his  nati\it3'. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  was  bred  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  habits 


of  industry  and  frugality  were  e:irl\  taught  him  by 
l)recept  and  exatn|)le.  He  engaged  in  fanning, 
teniliiig  saumill.  and  in  ulhi-r  occupations  till  he 
had  obtained  man's  estate,  and  in  the  siuiiig  of 
18G0  sought  the  fertile  prairio  of  W'lniilion 
County,  this  State,  acconi()aiiied  by  his  wife  and 
child,  with  a  view  of  establishing  a  home  hcic  [ler- 
niancntly.  He  has  since  l)e('n  a  valued  resident  of 
Catlin  Towns!ii|i,  \i  ilh  the  ('\ce|ilioii  of  the  bitter 
years  spent  on  Southern  li.ittldields.  when  with 
true  i)atriotisnj  he  heroically  gave  ui)  lujine  and 
tore  himself  from  his  loved  ones  to  aid  his  country 
in  the  time  of  her  greatest  trial.  He  eidisted  on  the 
11th  of  August,  18(!2,  in  Com|iany  G,  r2.')th  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  for  three  long  an<l  weary  years  served 
faithfully  and  elliciently  through  many  hard  cam- 
paigns,  and  suffered  the  hardships  and  privations  of 
a  soldier's  life  without  a  murmur.  He  took  part 
in  all  the  engagements  with  which  his  regiment 
had  anything  to  do,  with  the  exception  of  that  at 
Chickamauga.  At  Dallas,  Ga.,  while  on  i>icket 
duty,  he  came  near  being  ca|)tured,  liut  he  cun- 
ning'y  managed  to  elude  the  relieis.  His  gallant 
conduct  in  the  face  of  the  enem}-,  received  merited 
commendation  from  his  superior  otllcers  and  ho 
was  inomoted  to  the  rank  of  sergeant  before  his 
honorable  discharge  at  AVashington,  D.  C. 

After  his  experience  of  military  life  Mr.  Hawkins 
returned  to  this  county,  and  resumed  his  interrupted 
labors, and  has  since  given  his  entire  attention  to 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  owns  170  acres  of 
choice,  well-tilled  land,  cm  m  Inch  he  has  erected  a 
fine  set  of  Ijuildings,  including  a  loomy,  substan- 
tially built  residence,  a  view  of  which  with  the 
surrounding  lawns,  beautified  by  lovely  shade  trees, 
is  an  attractive  addition  to  this  volume. 

March  28,  18;35.  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Miss  Duaiiah 
IJurgoyne  were  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony. Mrs.  Hawkins  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Muskingum  County,  Aug.  20.  183.').  to  James  and 
Mary  (;Miner)l!urgo3-ne,  the  former  of  English  an- 
tecedents. The  wedded  life  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife  has  been  blessed  to  them  by  the  birth  of  four 
children,  namely  :  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  George  Patter- 
son; Nora,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Church;  Ella;  Etta. 

Mr.  Hawkins  is  a  valued  member  of  this  com- 
munity,    and    his    loyalty    to    his   country-   is    as 
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iiiiiikeil  as  in  llie  daj's  when  he  courageously  took 
his  life  in  his  hands  and  mai-ched  forth  to  do  battle 
for  its  honor  and  the  preservation  of  its  integrity-. 
In  liiin  the  Republican  party  finds  one  who  faith- 
fully u|)holds  its  principles  at  the  ballot  box.  lie 
and  his  wife  belong  to  the  J^rcsbyterian  Church, 
and  are  zealous  workers  in  the  cause  of  religion, 
seeking  to  promote  the  moral  and  social  elevation 
of  the  community. 

ILLIAM  .lURGENSMEYER.  The  career 
f^jii  of  the  subject  of  this  biographj'  illustrates 
7^  in  an  admirable  manner  what  may  be  ac- 
complished by  a  man  beginning  at  the  fool  of  the 
ladder  and  by  force  of  persistent  industry  making 
his  way  upward  to  a  good  position  sociall}'  and 
financially.  Upon  coming  to  this  county,  Mr. 
Jurgensmeyer  had  ver}'  little  means  but  is  now 
quite  an  extensive  land  owner  and  has  a  homestead 
of  great  value  embellished  with  fine  buildings  and 
everything  to  make  life  pleasant  and  desirable. 
His  course  in  life  should  prove  an  encouraging  ex- 
ample to  the  young  man  starting  out  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources  and  with  nothing  but  his 
own  hands  to  pave  his  way  to  a  worthy  position 
among  his  fellow-  men. 

The  Jurgensmeyer  family  originated  in  Prussia 
where  Gottlieb,  the  father  of  our  subjecU;,  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Prussian  army  three  years,  hold- 
ing the  rank  of  Lieutenant.  He  was  married  in 
early  manhood  to  ^NHss  Caroline  Rohlfiuk,  a  native 
of  his  own  Province  and  whom  he  met  after  com- 
ing to  this  country  in  Lancaster,  Ohio.  In  that 
place  they  were  married  and  lived  about  ten  3'ears. 
Thence  they  removed  to  Hamburg  in  the  same 
county  and  five  years  later  changed  their  residence 
to  Hocking  County,  sojourning  there  also  live 
years.  Their  next  removal  was  to  Logan,  count}- 
seat  of  Hocking  Countj',  where  they  spent  their 
last  years  and  died  within  a  week  of  each  other,  in 
1870. 

The  father  of  our  subject  began  life  in  this 
country  without  means,  but  was  prospered  in  his 
labors  as  a  farmer  and    besides   comfortably  sup- 


porting his  family  of  ten  chikhen,  managed  to 
accnnuilato  a  goodly-  amount  of  [iroperly.  Nine 
of  these  children  lived  to  mature  years  and  seven 
are  now  living.  'Williain.  our  subject,  was  the  sec- 
ond child  and  was  born  March  30,  1843,  in  Lan- 
caster. ( )liio.  He  received  very  limited  schooling 
and  with  the  ax  and  mattock  assistetl  in  iligging 
out  two  big  farms  in  the  Bucke3e  State.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  then,  in  1867,  loft  home  for  Illinois,  coming 
directly  to  Faimiount,  this  county.  Here  he  met 
an  acquaintance,  Jacob  Hies,  whose  brother  was 
well-known  to  his  father's  famil}-.  He  staid  with 
him  about  a  week,  then  entered  the  employ  of 
James  Dickson  with  whom  he  worked  for  nine 
montiis.  Later  he  engaged  for  a  short  time  with  a 
threshing  machine  and  after  that  for  four  weeks 
earned  -^18  per  week  cutting  corn. 

Our  subject  now  sent  home  for  money  and  pur- 
chased IGO  acres  of  land  which  is  included  in  his 
present  farm  and  of  which  he  took  possession  in 
1868.  He  put  up  a  house,  then  returning  to  Ohio 
was  married  April  18,  1869.  to  Jliss  Eliz.abeth 
Hengst.  The  young  couple  shortly  afterward 
directed  their  steps  to  their  new  home  in  this 
county  and  began  laboring  hand  in  hand  with  a 
mutual  purpose  in  view.  The  young  wife  had 
come  from  her  father's  homestead  well  sup[)licd 
with  all  modern  conveniences,  to  a  new  country  and 
a  home  then  presenting  few  attractions.  It  required 
great  courage  and  perseverance  to  meet  the  didi- 
culties  with  which  they  had  to  contend,  as  the}' 
were  poor  and  at  one  time  they  could  not  raise 
enough  cash  to  mail  a  letter.  Mr.  Jurgensmeyer 
began  breaking  the  sod  and  preparing  his  laiul  fur 
cultivation  as  rapidly  as  possible.  There  were 
fences  to  be  laid  and  buildings  erected  and  it  re- 
quired incessant  labor  to  make  both  ends  meet  and 
carry  on  the  desired  improvements  on  the  new 
farm. 

The  condition  of  things  since  that  time  have 
materially  changed  with  our  subject  and  his  indus- 
trious and  efficient  wife.  Their  estate  now  com- 
prises 6-10  acres  of  good  land  with  as  fine  a  resi- 
dence as  can  be  found  in  Vance  Township.  Tlie 
main  barn  occupies  an  area  of  60  x  54  feet  with 
20-foyt  posits,  being  built   iu  that  foUd  and  sub- 
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stantial  luanner  which  will  ini>iire  its  solicHly  for 
the  greater  jiart  of  a  cenlnrv  unless  some  very 
unusual  catastrophe  destroys  it.  A  fine  apple 
orchard  of  thirteen  acres,  more  than  supplie-:  the 
needs  of  the  family  in  this  direction  while  there  is 
a  (lourisliing  vineyard  and  an  abundance  of  the 
smaller  fruits.  A  lieautiful  grove  of  maple  trees 
stands  adjacent  to  the  residence  and  the  whole 
very  nearly  approaches  the  ideal  country  home, 
where  peace  and  plenty  abound.  A  view  uf  their 
beautiful  residence  is  presented  on  another  page 
and  will  be  apiireciated^  by  all  the  readers  of  this 
volume. 

Stock-raising  forms  one  of  the  distinctive  feat- 
ures of  the  Jurgcnsmeyer  farm,  our  subject  having 
usually  alitjut  1.j5  head  of  high-grade.  Short-horn 
cattle,  twent3'-four  head  of  horses  and  about  150 
swine.  It  is  conceded  tlie  world  over  that  the 
sons  of  the  Fatherland  have  especial  good  taste 
and  discretion  in  the  selection  of  their  draft  ani- 
mals and  in  their  care  of  them.  Jlr.  Jurgensaie}'- 
er's  favorite  breed  is  the  Chdesdales,  while  he  has 
some  tine  roadsters  of  liie  Gold  Dust  strain.  His 
sleek  and  well-fed  stock  are  at  once  an  ornament  to 
the  farm  and  a  matter  in  which  he  may  take  par- 
donable pride. 

Of  the  four  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife  only  two  are  living:  Mar}-  Eliza- 
beth was  born  Sept.  18,  1871,  and  has  received  a 
good  education  completing  her  studies  in  the  schools 
of  Danville;  she  is  a  fine  performer  on  the  piano 
and  has  an  elegant  instrument  which  adds  greatly 
to  the  home  recreations.  The  son,  Louis  V.,  was 
born  May  3,  1876,  and  is  a  bright  and  promising 
boy  still  pursuing  his  studies.  Mr.  Jurgensmeyer 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party  on  national  issues 
but  at  the  local  elections  aims  to  support  the  men 
best  qualified  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  [)eople. 
lie  has  served  as  School  Director  for  a  period  of 
fifteen  years,  and  with  his  excellent  wife  inclines 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church  but  there 
lieing  no  organization  of  that  church  in  their  town- 
ship, they  have  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  are  greatly  interested  in  Sunday-school 
work. 

In  the  full  of  18(J4  Jlr.  Jurgensmeyer  returned 
to  his  native  land  where  he   siient  several  months 


visiting  some  of  the  principal  citie-  of  <  Germany — 
Hanover,  liremen  and  lierlin,  also  going  into  Eng- 
land. This  journey  was  a  source  of  great  enjuy- 
ment  and  much  useful  information,  and  Mr.  Jur- 
gensniever  considered  the  time  and  money  well 
spent,  returning  with  enlarged  views  and  noting 
with  satisfaction  the  natural  changes  occurring 
among  an  energetic  and  progressive  [leople. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  Lewis 
Ilengst.  who  with  his  estimable  wife  is  still  living 
in  Fairfield  Count}-,  Ohio,  both  being  in  che  seven- 
tieth j-ear  of  their  age,  having  been  born  the  same 
year.  IMr.  and  ilrs.  Jurgensmeyer  in  addition  to 
their  own  chililren  took  into  their  home  and  under 
their  protecting  love  about  1882.  a  little  girl,  Edna 
Johnsiin,  whom  they  purpose  to  keep  until  she 
shall  have  attaineil  womanhood  and  goes  to  a  home 
of  her  own.  She  was  born  Aug.  27,  1879.  in  Eu- 
gene, Vermillion  Co.,  lud.,  and  will  be  given  a 
good  education  with  the  careful  training  which 
they  have  bestowed  upon  their  own  children. 
!Mrs.  Jurgensmeyer  is  a  ver}'  capable  and  intelligent 
lady  and  has  done  her  full  share  in  the  accumula- 
tion of  the  fine  estate,  the  taxes  upon  which  e.ach 
yeav  add  handsomely  to  the  sum  in  the  county 
treasury. 


Vf  AMES  HAYS.  Here  and  there  upon  the 
dusty  highway  of  life  we  come  across  an 
individual  plentifully  moistened  with  the 
dew  of  human  kindness,  and  of  this  class 
>ir.  Hays  is  a  shining  light.  All  his  neighbors 
testify  to  his  generosity  and  hospitality,  he  being 
one  who  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a  hel()ing  hand  to 
those  in  need,  never  asking  or  exiiecting  any  re- 
turn. He  has  a  comfortable  homestead,  comjjris- 
ing  a  good  farm  on  section  14  in  "\':uice  Township, 
where  he  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way.  letting 
the  world  w.ag  as  it  will  and  striving  to  do  good 
as  he  has  opportunity. 

In  referring  to  the  parental  history  of  .Mr. 
Hays,  we  find  that  his  father,  lienj.-miin  Hays,  was 
a  native  of  Fayette  County.  Dhio,  and  born  JIarch 
5.  1809.  The  paternal  grand|)arents  were  natives 
of  Kentucky,  and  two  uncles  of  our  subject  served 
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in  the  War  of  1812.  one  receiving  an  honorable 
wound  in  the  leg,  from  which  he  recovered. 

Benjamin  Ilays.  in  1S29,  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Thompson,  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio. 
where  he  operated  as  a  farmer  and  trader,  and  .so- 
journed there  with  his  famil\'  about  forty  ^years. 
Tiien,  emigrating  to  Illinois,  he  settled  on  320 
acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Sydne}',  Champaign 
County,  200  acres  of  wbicli  lie  brought  to  a  tine 
state  of  cultivati(jn.  The  journey  hither  was  made 
overland,  in  1850,  with  teams,  the  travelers  being 
thirteen  days  on  the  road.  The  family  included 
nine  children,  of  whom  only  three  are  living. 
James  being  the  eldest  of  these.  The  others  are 
Mrs.  ^Martha  Humes,  of  Sidney,  and  Mrs.  Maggie 
Harding,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.  The  mother  died 
on  the  0th  of  August,  1 870. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife,  lienjamin  Hays 
broke  up  housokee[)ing,  sold  his  farm  and  pur- 
chased property  in  Sidney,  111.  Later,  he  went  to 
Oliio  on  a  visit,  which  he  prolonged  about  six 
years.  Upon  returning  to  Illinois,  be  took  up  his 
abode  with  his  sou,  our  subject,  with  whom  he  has 
since  lived,  and  is  now  in  his  eightieth  jear.  He 
rides  about  the  farm  on  horseback  ever^-  day,  looks 
after  the  stock,  and  is  in  splendid  health,  playing 
his  violin  and  dancing  with  much  of  the  grace  and 
agility  of  his  earlier  years.  He  is  a  great  lover  of 
the  equine  race,  and  has  owned  some  valualile 
horseflesh,  among  which  was  "Buck  Elk,"  a  Ken- 
tucky racer  of  phenomenal  si>eed.  and  -Cherokee," 
a  very  fine  animal  which  he  purchased  of  Thomas 
Eads. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child 
of  his  parents,  and  was  born  Dec.  10,  1830.  in  the 
same  house  in  Fayette  Count\-,  Ohio,  wherein  his 
honored  father  first  0[)encd  his  eyes  to  the  light  of 
day.  He  received  a  practical  education  in  the 
common  school,  mostly  under  one  teacher.  David 
Eastman,  who  died  about  fourteen  j'cars  ago.  He 
made  bis  home  with  his  father  on  the  farm,  assum- 
ing many  of  the  responsibilities,  until  twentj'-tivo 
years  of  age.  when  he  began  the  business  of  life  for 
himself  by  breaking  prairie  with  seven  yoke  of 
oxen.  In  the  winter  of  1852-53  he  fed  100  head 
of  cattle  for  Ilendrickson  &  Cowling.  In  the 
spring  of  1853.   April    IG.   he   started    with   these 


cattle  on  foot  for  New  York  City,  where  he  ar- 
rived safely  on  the  llth  of  .luly.  The  head  steer 
of  the  herd  was  led  liy  Henry  White,  of  Cham- 
paign. This  errand  executed,  Mr.  Hays  returned 
home,  and  in  due  time  started  with  another  lot  of 
cattle  from  Tarish's  Grove,  near  LaF.ayette,  Ind., 
driving  them  through  to  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  being 
105  days  on  the  road.  Upon  returning  home,  he 
eng.aged  in  a  store  at  Old  Homer  for  two  years, 
and  in  the  meantime  shi|)ped  a  load  of  cattle  to 
Chicago  for  hi.s  father.  Afterward  he  handled  Cfm- 
siderable  stock  for  other  parties.  He  assisted  in 
removing  the  first  house  from  Old  Homer  to  the 
present  town,  and  all  this  time  watched  the  growth 
and  development  of  Central  Illinois  with  that  abid- 
ing interest  which  is  only  felt  b\-  the  intelligent 
and  thoughtful  citizen. 

The  6th  of  Ma}'.  iSoiS,  witnessed  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  with  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  .1. 
M.  Custer  and  sister  of  Mrs.  Aaron  Dalljc}'.  These 
were  the  only  girls  in  the  Custer  family-.  Mrs. 
Hays  was  born  Oct.  10,  1838.  in  Fajette  County. 
Ohio,  and  was  ten  years  old  when  she  came  with 
her  parents  to  Illinois.  She  received  her  education 
in  both  States,  and  grew  up  a  very  attractive 
young  woman,  with  a  large  amount  of  practical 
good  sense.  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Hays  lived  in  Sidney-  two  years,  removing  to  their 
present  home  in  18G1. 

The  neat  and  well-regulated  farm  of  our  subject 
bears  very  little  resemblance  to  the  uncultivated 
tract  of  land  upon  which  he  and  his  3'oung  wife 
settled  upon  coming  to  this  county.  It  was  then 
an  open  prairie,  unfenced  and  without  buildings. 
Although  m.aking  no  pretentions  to  elegance,  they 
live  comfortably,  and  probably  enjoy  more  solid 
happiness  than  manj'  who  make  a  greater  dis- 
pl.ay  in  the  world.  The  five  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hays  are  all  living.  The  eldest,  Dollie 
E.,  is  the  wife  of  George  T.  Poage.  a  merchant  at 
Prairie  ^'iew,  and  they  have  two  children;  Mattie 
E.  married  Amos  C.  Harden,  who  is  now  dece.ased. 
is  the  mother  of  one  child,  and  lives  three  miles 
west  of  Fairmount;  William  S.,  Ella  and  .John  M. 
remain  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mrs.  Hays  and  most  of  her  children  are  mem- 
bers in  Kood  standing  of  the  CumbL-rLuid  Prejliv- 
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teriaii  Cluirch.  anrl  Mr.  IL.  altlioiigli  not  identified 
with  any  religious  organization,  lias  a  full  belief  in 
tiie  doctrines  of  the  Cliristian  religion.  He  m.iin- 
tains  a  lively  interest  in  politics,  and  keeps  himself 
well  ])0sted  in  regard  to  those  questions  of  inter- 
est to  ever^-  intelligent  citizen.  Tfion  becoming  a 
voting  citizen,  he  identified  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic partj-,  but  in  18G0,  when  Abraham  Lincoln 
had  steal  his  w.iy  to  Washington  for  fear  of  assas- 
sination, Mr.  Hays  said  to  liiiuself,'-Jaines.  this  party 
is  not  your  right  place."  ."^ince  that  time  he  has  been 
a  decided  Republican.  He  is  a  strong  temperance 
man,  never  having  used  ardent  spirits,  and  steadily 
opposes  their  manufacture.  Aside  from  serving  as 
a  Road  Overseer  in  1804,  he  has  steadily  <leclined 
becoming  an  oHice-holder.  Sociall3-,  he  belongs  to 
Homer  Lodge  No.  I'JO,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.,  being  the 
oldest  member  but  one.  entering  the  lodge  after  its 
formation,  and  in  this  he  officiated  only  as  Tyler, 
although  he  might  have  held  all  the  other  oflices. 

jhsjX^  ILLS  ODLE.  This  irentleman  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  best  known  citizens  in 
1^  the  northeastern  part  of  this  county.  He 
was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ind.,  Dec.  26, 
1841,  and  was  brought  up  to  farming,  receiving 
in  his  boyhood  such  education  as  could  be  obtained 
in  the  common  schools  <jf  his  native  place.  His 
parents  were  Nathan  B.  and  Frances  (Watkins) 
Odle,  the  father  a  farmer  In  the  place  where  his 
son  was  born.  Our  subject  remained  quietly  at 
the  home  farm  until  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  when  he  offered  his  services  to  his 
country'  and  enlisted,  while  still  under  ago,  on 
June  3,  1861,  in  Companj'  A.,  loth  Indiana  In- 
fantry-, commanded  by  Col.  D.  G.  Wagner  and  on 
the  14tlr  of  the  same  month,  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  at  Lafayette,  Ind.  For  over 
three  years  the  j'oung  soldier  did  valiant  service  in 
his  country's  cause.  His  regiment  was  first  en- 
g'jgcd  in  active  dutj'  in  West  Virginia  and  three 
months  after  being  mustered  in,  was  in  the  battle 
of  Cheat  Mountain,  W.  Va  ,  on  .Sept.  12,  1861,  and 
on    Oct.  3,  following,    was  engaged  at    (ireenbrier 


.Springs,  W.  A'a.,  both  being  Federal  successes.  In 
November,  1861,  the  15th  Indiana  was  transferred 
to  the  army  of  the  (Jhio,  under  Gen.  Buell.  Nelson's 
division,  and  hereJIr.  Odle  took  a  iiart  in  several 
general  engagements.  He  was  in  the  great  battle 
of  Shiloh.  Tenn..  begun  on  A|)ril  6,  1862,  his  regi- 
ment taking  part  on  the  second  day,  when  the 
hardest  lighting  was  done,  I'uell  arriving  f>u  the 
7th  in  time  to  reinforce  Grant's  troops.  He  was 
under  fire  at  the  siege  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  and  after 
the  evacuation  of  that  place,  went  Fast  with  his 
regiment  to  Decatur,  Ala.,  and  later  from  there  to 
Tuscumbia,  Tenn..  and  was  in  all  the  toilsome 
marches  and  maneuvers,  undertaken  to  prevent  the 
return  of  the  rebel.  Gen.  Bragg  to  Kentucky. 
Finally  the  Union  arm^-  fell  back  on  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  and  from  that  point  were  sent  to  Louisville. 
Ky.  The  first  open  battle  between  the  opposing 
forces  fighting  for  the  possession  of  Kentucky  was 
fought  at  Perry  villc  on  Oct.  8.  1862,  and  in  that 
the  loth  Indiana  were  active  participants.  The}' 
were  then  returned  to  Nashville,  where  they  stayed 
uuntil  Dec.  26,  1862,  when  they  were  hurried  to 
the  front,  and  were  engaged  on  the  last  day  of  the 
year  on  the  hotlj'  contested  field  of  Stone  River. 
The  following  year  they  were  all  through  the  Tul- 
lahoma  campaign,  and  were  afterwards  engaged  at 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga  on  Se[)t.  19.  and  in  the 
great  fight  at  Jlission  Ridge,  they  were  a  part  of  the 
army  that  marched  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville,  when 
it  Was  beleaguered  b\'  the  enemy,  and  succeeding 
that  were  in  many  minor  battles  and  skirmishes.- 
The  loth  Indiana,  were  no  holiday  soldiers,  but 
during  their  entire  term  of  service,  were  actively 
engaged,  marching  and  fighting,  and  in  all  their 
trials,  hardships,  battles,  and  skirmishes,  ilr.  Odle 
bore  himself  as  a  brave  and  gallant  soldier.  His 
term  of  service  having  expired,  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Indianapolis  on  the  30th  of  June,  18G4. 
Returning  then  to  the  pursuits  of  peace  Mr.  Odle 
engaged  in  farming  in  his  native  comity,  in  which  he 
remained  until  ho  decideil  to  make  his  home  in 
Vermilion  County,  HI.  He  bought  12ii  acres  of 
land  on  section  3  in  Grant  Township,  now  a  part 
of  his  homestead,  and  to  that  place  reniuvod  in 
March  1871.  and  there  his  home  has  since  been.  To 
this  property  he  has  added  by  subsequent  purchase, 
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liaviny;  now  .-i  fuic  farm  of  190  aciTS.  all  tlioroiiglily 
iinproveil  and  cullivateil  with  a  good  house  and 
farm  huildings,  find  wortli  piobably  :diout  >i  18.000. 
In  addition  to  this  3Ir.  Odle  is  the  owner  of  a  farm 
of  3:.'0  acres  in  Holt  Counts-,  2s'eb.,  ami  of  other  real 
estate,  and  personal  property,  and  all  has  been 
acquired  by  his  own  energ\-.  industry,  and  fore- 
sight. He  is  a  man  of  keen  business  judgment, 
and  his  success  ij  the  legitimate  rew.ird  of  his  close 
attention  to  his  own  affairs. 

Although  always  a  farmer.  Mr.  Odle  has  been  a 
a  successful  merchant  as  well.  The  store  in  Che- 
neyville,  in  this  township,  was  his  propertj-,  and  on 
Dec.  1,  1S8G,  he  took  it  into  his  own  possession. 
and  under  his  own  immediate  care  and  direction 
he  successfully  carried  on  mercantile  business  there 
until  May  1889,  when  he  e.xchanged  it  for  a  West- 
ern farm. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried— first  on  Aug.  30.  1800  to  Miss  Susan  Hunter. 
who  was  born  Nov.  25,  1847  and  died  May  17, 
1870,  leaving  two  children,  Ella  Florence,  born 
Sept.  17,  1807,  and  AnnaRoss,  Oct.  18,1809.  The 
first  wife's  parents  are  both  living  in  Warren 
County,  Ind.,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy  years. 

Mr.  Odle  was  on  Jan.  12.  1872.  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Sarah  E.  Hunter,  born  Jan.  22,  18.50. 
His  present  wife  was  a  daughter  of  John  Hunter, 
a  farmer  of  Warren  County,  Ind.  He  was 
a  native  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  this  country 
when  eighteen  j-ears  old.  in  the  year  1830.  .  He 
staid  in  the  city  of  New  York  for  a  couple  of 
years,  and  then  emigrated  to  Warren  County,  Ind., 
of  which  he  was  a  very  early  settler.  There  he 
adopted  the  vocation  of  a  farmer.  He  died  Nov. 
18,  1880,  when  nearly  sixt3--three  years  of  age.  lie 
was  a  well-informed  man  and  took  considerable  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  but  never  held  ottice.  In 
politics  he  was  a  staunch  Republican,  and  through 
the  Civil  War  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Oovcrn- 
ment.  He  was  married  in  Warren  Count}-,  Jan.  13, 
1842,  to  Miss  Jane  Montgomery,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, born  April  22,  1820.  They  had  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  five  are  now  living.  Mrs.  Hunter 
lives  with  her  different  children  but  her  home  is 
with  Mrs.  Odle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  0<lle  ha\  e  five  children,  as  follows: 


Hattie  Lelitia,  fiorii  Feb.  21,  1874:  John  Lindsay. 
Aug.  3,  187.');  Miles  Sherman.  Nov.  2.  1878:  Na- 
than W.,  Nov.  2.  1880.  .md  Frances  J..  Nov.  3. 
1883. 

Mr.  Odle  is  a  man  of  nr.uk  and  inlluence,  in  the 
community  in  which  he  lives,  and  his  sound  judg- 
ment leads  his  advice  to  be  sought  by  his  neigh- 
bors in  business  affairs.  From  comparatively  hum- 
ble beginnings,  he  has  raised  himself  to  the  position 
he  now  occupies,  and  the  competence  lie  has  ac- 
quired he  is  justlj-  entitled  to.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  a  School  Trustee  in  Grant  Town- 
ship, and  from  1885  to  1889,  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace.'  He  is  a  member  of  Harmon  Post  No.  115, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  Hoopeston,  and  in  politics  is  a  stau.icii 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party  in  all  State  and 
National  affairs. 

-. ^^^_ ^ 


^.  RIN  M.  DANIEL  is  extensively  identified 
with  the  .agricultural  interests  of  Vermilion 
County,  and  is  one  of  its  most  enterprising, 
energetic  and  able  fanners.  He  has  a  fine  farm  on 
section  20,  Danville  Township,  comprising  sixty 
acres,  pleasantly  located  on  the  Georgetown  Road, 
two  and  one-half  miles  from  the  court-house.  He 
also  leases  a  large  tract  of  land  from  the  coal  com- 
pany, and  has  1,000  acres  under  his  personal  super- 
vision, and  in  addition  has  the  contract  to  fur- 
nish timber  to  the  Grape  Creek  and  Consolidated 
Coal  Company. 

ilr.  Daniel  was  born  June  19,  1842.  in  Moores- 
ville,  Delaware  Co.,  N.Y.,  and  is  a  son  of  Aaron 
Burr  Daniel,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  who  was 
in  turn  a  son  of  Mathew  Daniel.  The  latter  was  a 
native  of  Scotland  who  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  and  so  far  as  known,  is  the  only  mem- 
ber of  his  family  that  came  to  this  country.  He 
located  in  the  wilderness  at  Mooresville,  buying  a 
tract  of  timliered  land,  from  which  he  cleared  a 
farm  and  resided  there  some  years.  He  then  sold 
that  place,  and  removing  to  Deiiosit  about  1840. 
bought  a  farm  tlierc  on  which  he  made  his  home 
till  death  claimed  him.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife    was  Eunice   Sturgis,  who  is  thought  to  have 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


3G3 


been  a  native  of  New  Yoik  State,  nixl  lier  lairi 
(?ays  were  also  passed  on  the  lioniestead  in  Deposit. 
The  fatlier  of  our  subject  was  reared  and  married 
in  liis  native  county',  and  llicn  bouglit  a  farm  one 
mile  from  Deposit,  located  partly  in  Delaware  and 
partly  in  Broome  County.  lie  resided  there  till 
1870,  prosperonsl}'  prosecuting  his  calling,  and 
then  came  to  Vermilion  Count_v.  where  he  is  now 
])assing  the  declining  years  of  a  busy,  honoralile 
life.  He  has  been  twice  mariicd,  and  is  tlie  father 
of  twelve  children,  seven  by  the  first  marriage  and 
five  by  the  second. 

Orin  M.  Daniel  of  this  brief  biographical  review 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  from  his  father  received  a  sound,  prac- 
tical training  in  agricultural  pursuits.  lie  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  till  he  was  twont^'- 
one,  and  then  in  the  pride  of  a  vigorous,  self-reli- 
ant manhood,  he  came  "West  to  try  life  in  the 
Prairie  State,  rightly  thinking  that  its  rich  soil 
offered  many  inducements  for  one  who  intended 
at  some  time  to  become  a  farmer.  He  came  to 
Danville,  but  did  not  at  first  enter  upon  his  career 
as  a  farmer  but  was  employed  by  his  uncles  in  the 
coal  business.  He  subsequently  engaged  on  the 
Illinois  Central  Railway  in  some  capacity  for  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  returned 
to  his  native  New  York,  and  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  other  kinds  of  work  in  that  part  of  the 
country  till  1872.  In  that  year  he  came  back  to 
Illinois  and  obtained  employment  with  the  Ells- 
worth Coal  Company,  remaining  with  them  five 
years.  Since  first  coming  here  he  had  wisely  saved 
his  money,  and  at  the  ex|)iration  of  that  time  had 
enough  to  invest  in  a  good  farm  and  so  bought  the 
one  where  he  now  resides.  It  is  well  tilled,  is  sup- 
plied with  sulistantial,  conveniently  arranged  build- 
ings and  all  kinds  of  machinery  for  conducting 
agriculture  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  it  is 
indeed  a  model  farm.  We  have  referred  to  his 
other  interests  in   the  first  part  of  this  sketch. 

In  June  2,  18G8,  Mr.  Daniel  took  unto  himself 
a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  .lane  Thompson,  who 
has  proved  to  him  a  veritable  helpmate,  and  he  is 
indebted  to  her  for  aiding  him  to  becf)me  prosper- 
ous. She  was  born  in  Delhi,  Delaware  Co..  N.Y., 
May  8,  1841,  to  Robert  and  Nellie  (Shaw)  Thomp- 


son. The  pleasant  household  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  is  completed  by  the  five  children  boni  to 
them:  Orin,  Alvin,  Walter  F.,  Perry,  Ellie. 

Jlr.  Daniel  is  a  busy  man,  devoling  his  time  to 
his  ni.any  and  varied  interests,  and  while  .so  doing 
has  done  much  to  promote  the  material  prosiieritv 
of  his  township  and  county.  He  is  prompt  and 
systematic  in  his  work  and  knows  how  t<i  conduct 
it  so  as  to  produce  the  best  rc;ull^  niiaiiriullv.  He 
and  his  wife  are  esteemed  members  of  the  Prcsby- 
teri.an  Church,  contribute  liberally  to  its  support, 
and  are  always  active  in  advancing  all  cli;u-itable 
and  benevolent  objects.  In  politics  .Mr.  Daniel  is 
a  decided  Democrat.  Socially  he  is  a  mcml)or  of 
Vermilion  Camp.  No.  21-1  M.  W.  A. 


T^iETBEN  J.VCK.  Notary  Public  and  engaged 
'|y*^  in  the  insurance  business  at  Fairmount.  is  a 
tiiW  man  of  note  in  his  community,  possessing 
^^good  business  capacities  and  making  for 
himself  the  record  of  an  honest  man  and  a  good 
citizen.  He  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Ind., 
March  11).  18-40.  and  w.as  the  eldest  child  of  Silas 
S.  and  Ikshaba  (Elmore)  Jack  who  were  both  na- 
tives of  Ohio,  and  the  mother  belonging  to  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends.  They  left  their  native  State  in 
their  youth  and  were  married  in  Tip[)ccaiioe  Count\-, 
Ind.,  in  1837. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  remained  residents  Of 
Indiana  until  April,  18(50,  then  came  to  this  county 
and  located  in  Fairmount.  Only  three  of  their 
children  lived  to  mature  years,  viz:  two  daugh- 
ters and  Reuben,  our  subject.  During  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Civil  War  the  father  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  73d  Illinois  Infantry  in  August,  18C2  and 
was  given  the  post  of  Orderly  Sergeant.  lie  soon 
afterward  contracted  a  fatal  disease  and  ilied  in 
the  hosi)ital  at  St.  Louis  on  the  11th  of  September 
following.  The  mother  survived  her  husband  over 
twenty  years,  remaining  a  widow,  and  dieil  in  Jan- 
uary, 1883. 

Our  subject  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon school  of  his  native  .Slate  and  when  :i|iproach- 
ing    manhood     learned   the   trade  of  a   sliuemakcr 
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wliieli  he  has  followed  continuously  until  quite  le- 
ceiitlv.  He  reinainod  at  home  with  hi?  |i;uciits 
until  after  the  outlireak  of  the  Kebellinu  and  en- 
listed in  the  same  conipan\-  and  at  the  same  time 
with  his  father.  He  wastirst  made  a  Corporal  and 
later  iiromoted  to  a  Sergeant.  He  served  three 
years  and  ennai^ed  in  all  the  marches  and  battles  in 
which  his  recfinient  participated,  being  at  Stone 
River,  Chattanooga,  Jlission  Ridge  and  all  the  bat- 
tles of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  including  Franklin  and 
Nashville.  Aside  from  the  natnial  etTects  of  hard- 
ship and  exposure  on  his  constitution,  and  a  slight 
affection  of  his  eyes,  he  escaped  uninjured,  being 
neither  wounded  or  taken  prisoner.  He  was  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  I'hil 
Sheridan,  Granger,  Rosecrans,  .Sherman,  O.  O. 
Howard  and  Grant,  at  the  time  when  James  A. 
Garfield  was  Adjutant  General  of  Rosecran's  arm}-. 
He  received  his  honorable  discharge  with  his  regi- 
ment in  .Tune,  18C5.  Like  thousands  of  others 
who  were  willing  to  offer  up  their  lives  as  a  sacri- 
fice to  their  country,  he  was  content  in  knowing 
that  he  had  done  his  whole  duty,  standing  his 
his  ground  during  the  enemy's  fire  and  bearing 
with  fortitude  and  patience  the  vicissitudes  of  a 
soldier's  life. 

l'l)0n  retiring  from  the  armj'  ^Ir.  Jack  resumed 
work  at  his  trade  and  on  the  0th  of  August,  18U5, 
was  married  in  Fairmount  to  .Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Shroyer.  This  lady  was  born  in  Indiana 
and  departed  this  life  in  Fairmount,  Feb.  20,  1.SG9, 
leaving  no  children.  Our  subject .  contracted  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance  June  15,  1870,  with 
Miss  Frances,  daughter  of  Charles  Ruling,  of  Del- 
phi, Ind.  Mrs.  Frances  Jack  departed  this  life 
March  7,  1871,  without  children. 

Mr.  Jack  was  married  to  his  presenfwife.  form- 
lerly  Miss  Jennie  Fellows,  Sept.  17,  1872  Mrs. 
Jennie  Jack  was  born  in  AVells  County,  Ind..  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Ceorge  and  Mar}'  Fellows,  who 
are  now,  the  mother  in  Fairmount  the  father  de- 
ceased. This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two 
children — George  B.,  born  June  7,  1875,  and  Nellie, 
June  26,  1884.  They  area  bright  pair  and  will  be 
given  the  education  and  advantages  suited  to  their 
position  in  life. 

Mr.  Jack  has  been  quite  prominent  in    local  af- 


fairs, lie  was  elected  Assessor  and  Collector  of 
Vance  Township,  in  1884,  and  has  been  re-elected 
each  j-ear  since  that  time.  In  1872  he  was  elected 
Township  Clerk,  holding  the  office  until  1881.  In 
1877  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  scrvnl 
eight  years.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vole  for 
Lincoln  and  has  ever  continued  a  staunch  sup|)ortcr 
of  the  Republican  part}'.  As  an  ex-soldier  he  was 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at 
Fairnnjunt.  which  has  recently  surrendei'cd  its  char- 
ter. In  this  organization  he  was  first  an  Adjutant 
and  later  a  Commander.  In  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  he  is  a 
member  of  Homer  Lodge.  No.  252,  in  which  he  is 
Past  Grand.  He  formerly  belf)nged  to  the  Loilge 
at  Fairmount  in  which  he  held  all  the  oHices,  until 
it  disbanded. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  ^Methodist  l']i)iscopal  Church,  in  which 
:Mr.  Jack  has  been  an  earnest  Sunday-school  worker 
for  years,  olliciating  as  Superintendent  of  the  school 
and  Trustee  of  the  church.  A  man  of  domestic 
tastes  and  correct  habits,  he  malces  it  his  aim  and 
object  to  stand  on  the  right  side  of  all  questions 
and  give  his  su[)|)ort  to  those  projects  calculated  to 
benefit  the  community,  socially,  morally  and  finan- 
cially. In  connection  with  his  other  business 
already  spoken  of,  he  does  some  conveyancing  and 
re[)resents  as  a  Fire  Insurance  Agent.  thePlucnix  ui 
Brooklyn,  the  Hartford  and  the  .Etna.  He  is  gen- 
tlemanly, courteous  and  liberal,  and  while  not  pos- 
sessed of  great  wealth  manages  to  stand  square 
with  the  world  and  extract  a  large  measure  of  com- 
fort and  happiness  from  life. 


^-^FY  SANDUSKY.  The  surname  of  this 
gentleman  is  well-known  in  Vermilion 
County  as  that  of  a  pioneer  family  who  had 
a  share  in  its  early  development  and  in  promoting 
its  later  growth.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  his  sire  and  grandsire,  who 
planted  their  homes  here  when  the  surrounding 
country  was  a  wilderness,  and,  in  doing  so,  i)ur- 
chance  were  more  fortunate  than  they  at  first 
deemed  possible,  and  he  of  whom  we  write  is  en- 
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joviiiir  the  result  of  thoir  Inlxn-s,  as  well  a>  of  his 
o>vii  active  toil.  lie  was  horn  Feh.  5,  iHol.  on  the 
old  liomcstead  on  section  31,  C'atlin  Townsliip,  that 
lie  now  owns  and  occupies,  ami  herciie  has  erected 
a  handsome  residence,  one  of  the  most  attractive 
iionies  in  the  county,  lie  is  carrying  on  agricul- 
ture and  stock-raising  with  great  skill,  and  from  his 
3u0-acre  farm  derives  a  substantial  income. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Josiah  and  Klizabcth 
(.Sandusky)  Sandusky,  were  natives  of  BourI)on 
County,  Ky.,  where  they  married,  and  immediately 
came  to  this  t(jwnshii».  The  father  hail  lived  in 
this  county  while  a  single  man,  having  removed 
here  with  his  parents  as  early  as  181'J,  and  he  went 
hack  to  Bourbon  County.  Ky.,  to  marry.  His 
father,  Isaac  Sandusk\-,  had  come  here  in  the  early 
dajs  of  its  settlement,  he  accompanying  him,  and 
had  made  a  claim,  and  before  his  death  accumu- 
lated quite  a  little  property.  In  1837  the  father 
and  mother  of  our  subject,  after  their  marriage, 
settled  in  this  county,  and  lived  at  Brook's  Point 
some  two  or  three  years,  and  then  Isaac  Sandusky, 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  dying,  the 
father  was  aiipointed  administrator  of  the  estate, 
and  coming  to  C'atlin  Township  .vith  his  family,  he 
located  southwest  of  C'atlin  Village  on  section  31. 
lie  resided  with  his  wife  on  this  homestead  untd 
his  demise  Sept.  15,  1868.  she  surviving  him  until 
Jan.  10, 1884.  Of  their  eight  children  four  lived  to 
maturit}'.  three  sons  and  a  daughter. 

Gu3' Sandusky,  of  whom  we  write,  was  the  third 
child  of  the  family,  and  he  was  born  and  reared  on 
the  old  homestead  where  he  has  spent  his  eiUire  life. 
His  education  was  conducted  in  the  common 
schools,  and  was  supplemented  at  home  b^-  a  wise 
training  from  his  worthy  parents,  and  on  arriving 
at  years  of  discretion  he  cln)se  farming,  of  which 
he  had  a  thorough,  practical  knowledge,  as  the  pur- 
suit best  ada[)ted  to  his  tastes.  He  has  a  good- 
sized  farm  that  is  complete  in  all  its  appointments, 
:iud  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  choicest  places  in  the 
whole  township.  It  is  amply  provided  with  a  con- 
veniently arranged  set  of  buildings  for  every  nec- 
es~ary  pur[iose,  and  with  all  kinds  of  machinerj' 
fur  lightening  tiic  hiliors  of  farm  life.  The  resi- 
dtnce  is  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the  county. 
Mr.   Sandusky    and    Miss    Ada    M.    Williamson 


Were  united  in  marri.age  Nov.  12.  11S76,  and  to 
them  has  come  one  child,  Inez.  Mrs.  Saniluskj- 
is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Jane  (Graj-)  "William- 
son, natives  resi)ectively  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and 
now  residents  of  Linn  County,  Kan.  Mrs.  San- 
dusky was  born  about  ten  miles  northwest  of  Dan- 
ville Oct.  15,  1858. 

Mr.  Sandusk}'  possesses  an  abundant  and  never 
failing  suppl\-  of  sound  sense  and  sharpness,  cou- 
pled with  a  faculty  of  doing  well  whatever  he 
attempts,  so  that  his  success  in  his  chosen  calling  is 
not  at  all  surprising.  The  Democratic  party  tin<ls 
in  him  a  steadfast  supporter  tlirough  fair  and 
through  foul  report.  He  is  a  valued  member  of 
Catlin  Lodge  No.  285,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


\||  AMES  CLIFTON.  The  results  of  persever- 
I  anee  and  energy  have  been  admirably  illus- 
[  trated  in  the  career  of  this  gentleman,  who 
l^/'  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  citizens  in  a 
l)rosperous  community,  who  has  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune  and  is  in  the  enjoj-ment  of  a 
competence.  He  is  approaching  the  fifty-seventh 
year  of  bis  age.  having  been  born  Oct.  8,  1832, 
and  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Vermilion  County, 
111.,  in  Georgetown  Township  where  he  was  born. 
He  remembers  the  time  when  wild  animals  abounded 
in  this  region  and  killed  deer  within  the  limits  of 
this  township  as  late  as  twentv-five  years  ago. 

William  Clifton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  married  Miss  Jane  Brown,  who 
was  born  in  Tennessee.  The  grandparents  emi- 
grated to  Illinois  about  1827,  when  the  parents  of 
our  subject  were  in  their  youth  and  the  latter  were 
married  in  Vermillion  Countv,  Ind.  They  became 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  six  sons  and  seven 
daugiiters,  and  spent  their  last  years  in  Vermilion 
County,  III.,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  fift}-- 
seven  and  the  mother  when  sixty-two  years  old. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  James  Clifton 
was  of  F^nglish  birth,  but  came  to  make  his  home 
under  our  Republican  form  of  government.  He 
was  married  and  became  the  father  of  two  children 
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in  Ohio.  A  short  tiiiio  hefure  the  birth  (jf  liis  son. 
Williaiu  Clifton,  lie;  started  for  his  old  homo  in 
England  and  was  never  afterward  seen  or  heard  of. 

The  e.arlj'  education  of  our  subject  was  con- 
ducted in  tiie  log-  school  house  of  the  luimitive 
times,  upon  the  subscription  plan  and  carried  on 
during  the  winter  season.  In  the  summer  he  as- 
sisted in  the  development  of  the  new  farm,  grub- 
bing out  the  stumps,  chopping,  breaking  prairie 
and  sometimes  flat-boating  on  the  river.  Hunting 
formed  his  chief  recreation — a  pastime  of  which 
he  was  extremely  fond.  He  served  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followed  mostly 
for  a  period  of  fifteen  yeais.  In  the  meantime  he 
was  married  .lune  1 4.  1  SoT),  to  ]\Iiss  Martha,  daughter 
of  Abraham  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Barnhard. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Clifton  removed  iiom  (31iiij 
to  Indiana  at  an  early  date  and  in  that  State  Mrs. 
Clifton  was  born,  reared  and  married.  .Soon  after 
the  wedding  the  voung  people  took  up  tlieir  abode 
in  Georgetown  Township,  where  our  subject  occu- 
pied himself  at  his  trade  but  kept  steadily  in  view 
his  intention  of  becoming  owner  of  a  farm.  He 
accomplished  his  project  .and  is  now  the  proprietor 
of  205  acres.  This  was  mostly  in  a  wild  condition 
when  he  assumed  possession,  but  now  forms  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  the  townshii).  It  makes  a 
most  delightful  and  attractive  home  while  at  the 
same  time  it  is  the  source  of  a  liandsome  income. 

Seven  children  liave  been  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  son, 
AVilliam.  died  when  four  months  old.  The  others 
are  Ella,  Stephen  A.  D.,  Olive,  Laura,  Alonzo,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years,  and  James.  Jr.  Ella 
is  the  wife  of  H.  G.  Canady,  and  resides  at  Ver- 
milion Grove  and  has  one  child,  Estella;  Stephen 
operates  a  fine  farm  of  305  acres  in  Georgetown 
Township;  the  othei-  surviving  children  are  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifton 
are  prominently  connected  with  the  Presbvtcrian 
Church  and  our  subject,  politically,  is  one  of  the 
warmest  adherents  of  the  Deinocratic  party.  Pub- 
lic-spirited and  liber.al.  he  is  ever  found  giving 
his  cordial  support  to  those  enterprises  calculated 
to  benefit  his  community-,  and  possesses  those  quali- 
ties of  character  which  have  made  him  a  universal 
favorite  both  in  social  aiul  business  circles. 


Among  the  most  valuable  features  of  this  volume 
is  a  fine  portrait  of  James  Clifton,  which  is  pre- 
sented elsewiiere. 


R.  S.  A.  COFFMAN.  physician  and  sur- 
geon, is  the  pioneer  of  his  profession  in  the 
riijpr''  <hc  town  of  Allerton.  He  is  a  young  man 
of  more  than  average  ability  and  is  rap- 
idly increasing  his  practice.  The  growth  and 
development  of  his  adopted  town  command  his 
earnest  and  intelligent  attention. 

Dr.  Coffraan  is  a  native  of  Galli|)olis,  Gal- 
lia Co.,  Ohio.  His  father,  Capt.  Josiah  Colfman, 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  river  captains  and 
pilots  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  his  ac- 
quaintance extending  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Or- 
leans. He  ran  his  first  barge  down  the  rivers  men- 
tioned to  New  Orleans,  when  he  was  eighteen  years 
of  age  and  at  that  time  began  his  popularity  as  a 
river  man.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  Gallia  County 
but  did  not  remain  long  in  the  business  of  agri- 
culture. His  last  boat  was  the  ••  Pine  Ridge."  one 
of  the  largest  steamers  that  navigated  the  Ohio 
River.  He  died  in  1866  at  the  age  of  fiftv-two 
years.  His  wife  continued  on  the  farm  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  June  1879.  She  was  born 
at  Shelby  ville.  Ind. 

The  parents  of  Dr.  Coffnian,  had  twelve  chil- 
dren of  whom  eight  were  bo3S  and  nine  arc  now 
living.  The  Doctor  was  born  on  ;\Iay,  12,  1858  and 
was  but  seven  years  old  when  his  father  died.  He 
was  reared  in  Ohio,  where  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  of  the  best.  He  first  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  at  home,  then  the  Higli  Schools.  He 
was  engaged  in  West  Virginia  for  two  years  in 
teaching.  From  his  boyhood  days  his  inclinations 
were  all  toward  the  medical  profession,  and  during 
the  time  he  was  tesiching  he  was  studying  to  the 
end  that  he  might  some  day  enter  its  ranks.  His 
first  studies,  medically,  were  under  Dr.  T.  F.  Sien- 
cknecht,  of  Kingston,  Tenn..  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  for  eiyliteen  months,  when  he 
liecame  destitute  of  means.  He  then  came  West. 
spending  one  year  in   Missouri  and  from  there  he 
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went  to  llie  Indian  Territoiy,  finally  landing  at  Os- 
-awottaniie.Kan.,  wliorc  i\e  engaged  in  the  hospital 
for  the  insane.  Ilero  his  preceptor  was  Dr.  A.  II. 
Knapp.  of-  that  in.stiliition.  By  this  time  his  means 
were  sufficient  to  take  hitn  throngh  the  Beaumont 
Hospital  and  Medical  College  from  which  lie  grad- 
uated March  15,  1888,  standing  near  the  head  of 
his  class,  lie  was  married  in  Kansas  to  ^liss  Ilat- 
lie  E.  .Smith,  a  native  of  Columbus,  Wis.  ^-he 
is  the  dauglitcr  of  Asa  and  Mary  .Smith,  who  were 
pioneers  of  Suraner  County,  Kan.  Through  the 
intluence  of  Dr.  Parks  and  others,  the  siiljject  of 
this  sketch  was  induced  to  locate  at  AUerton.  which 
he  did  in  1S87  and  where  he  is  achieving  success 
to  a  large  degree.  In  his  practice  he  has  met  with 
no  obstructions  but  has  steadily  gained  the  confi- 
dence of  his  clients.  The  Doctor  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and  is  always  ready  to  do  anything  to  for- 
ward the  interests  of  his  party,  that  lies  in  the  path 
of  honor.  lie  is  examiner  for  the  Manhattan  Life 
Insurance  Company,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
St.  Louis  Jlcdical  Association. 

Dr.  Coffman  was  one  of  twelve  children  wiiosc 
names  follow:  Elizabeth,  Josepli  C,  William, 
Harriet;  Daniel  M.,  Cyrus  P.,  Thom.as  J.,  Cunning- 
ham, Svlvan  G.,  Emma,  S3-lvester  and  Ella.  Eliza- 
beth married  Henry  Irion,  a  farmer  of  Gallia 
County,  Ohio;  Joseph  C.  served  in  the  Union 
Army,  enlisting  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  com- 
iii"-  out  of  the  service  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant. 
After  the  war  was  over  he  was  commissioned  in 
the  regular  arm}-  serving  at  Ft.  Riley,  Ark., 
and  at  Fort  L'nion,  N.  M.  He  resigned  from 
the  army,  when  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law,  graduating  at  Ann  Arbor  and  is  now  practic- 
ing at  Quinc}',  111.  He  married  Miss  Carrie  Hawk; 
Harriet  married  the  Rev.  Rose,  who  is  her  second 
husband,  and  a  pastor  in  the  iletliodist  Church  in 
Athens,  Ohio.  She  had  five  children  by  her  first 
husband,  .lames  Hamilton;  Daniel  M.  resides  at 
Rockwood,  Teun.  He  is  an  attorney  at  law  ami 
married  Miss  Romaine  Blazer,  they  have  one 
child;  Cyrus  P.,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
Tliomas  is  practicing  law  at  Hume,  III,  He  mar- 
ried Estasia  Kerns.  They  have  four  children; 
Cunningham  died  in  Texas  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight;  William,  who  was  a  tw-in  brother  to  Joseph, 


I    died  when  one   year    old;  Emma  is  a   resident    of 

'    Anoka,  Minn.;  she  married  J.  C.  Willev,  a  railroad 

contractor  and  has  three  children;    F'.lla  resides  in 

St.  Paul,  and    is  the  wife  of  W.  Thornley,  who  is  a 

contractor  in  that  city. 

VT/  OHX  C.  SALLADAY.  The  life-long  career 
ji  of  this  gentleman  is  one  which  his  children 
||'  will  love  to  contom[)late  in  future  years.  In 
l^jJj  his  make  up,  he  is  posses-c<l  of  modest}-, 
good  m.anncrs,  sound  sense  .and  high  princi|)les. 
Ho  has  all  the  qualities  of  a  good  citizen,  is  a  kind 
husband  and  father  and  in  all  resijccts  approaches 
the  ideal  of  the  Christian  gentleman.  We  find  him 
situated  in  a  comfortable  home,  the  possessor  of  a 
pretty  farm,  an<l  his  family  relations  leave  little  to 
be  desired.  His  property  is  pleasantly  locateil  on 
Section  3  in  Vance  Township. 

Mr.  Saliada}-  was  the  eldest  child  of  his  parents 
and  was  born  in  Fayette  County.  Pa.,  April  l(i, 
1831.  When  a  little  lad  of  three  years  he  removed 
with  his  ))arents  to  Ohio  and  acquired  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  pursuing  his  studies  mostly  during  the  win- 
ter season  until  twent}-  years  of  age.  In  the  mean- 
time he  became  familiar  with  farming  pursuits  and 
remained  a  member  of  the  [larental  liouseluild  until 
reaching  his  majority. 

In  December,  18,j5,  our  subject  w-as  united  in 
marriage  with  !Miss  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Daniel  A. 
Rich  of  Ohio,  a  prominent  farmer  in  his  commu- 
nity. There  were  four  children  of  whom  31  is,  Sal- 
lada}'  was  the  second  and  she  w-as  born  in  Ohio  in 
1833.  Her  childhood  and  3-outh  passed  quietly 
and  uneventfully,  during  w-hich  time  she  attended 
the  common  school  and  received  careful  home- 
training  from  her  excellent  ]iarents.  The  voung 
pcoiile  after  their  marriage  settled  on  the  home 
farm  of  the  Salladay's,  our  subject  working  it  upon 
shares  with  his  father  until  1800.  He  then  purchased 
fifty  acres  of  land  and  made  his  home  mion  this 
until  1864  when  he  ^old  out  and  set  his  face  toward 
the  farther  West. 

Upon  coming  to  Illinois  Jlr.  .S.illaday  purchased 
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tlie  land  constituting  liis  [U'esoiit  farin  and  coni- 
nionced  ;it  first  luinciples  to  build  ui)  .a  lioiiiostciid. 
Ho  was  prospered  in  his  labovs  as  a  tiilei' of  tlio 
soil  and  added  to  his  real  estate  until  lie  lias  now 
1G3  acres  in  llie  lioine  farm  and  IGO  aercs  in  Fowe- 
shiek  County,  Iowa.  In  connection  with  <;eneral 
agriculture,  he  is  considerably  interested  in  stock- 
raising,  keeping  a  good  grade  of  cattle  and  slu'iiping 
each  year  to  the  eastern  market. 

Five  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  good  wife,  one  of  whom  died  at  the 
age  of  eight  years.  Salina  and  George  D.  remain 
with  their  parents;  Florence  is  the  wife  of  J.  II. 
Bowen  and  lives  three  miles  south  of  the  home 
farm;  John  B.  remains  at  the  latter.  Mr.  Salladay 
cast  his  first  [)residcntial  vote  for  John  P.  Hale  and 
is  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  Re]Uib- 
liean  party  in  this  section.  He  keeps  himself  well 
posted  in  relation  to  current  events  and  votes  with 
his  party  up(>n  the  national  issues.  In  local  mat- 
ters ho  aims  to  sii[)port  the  man  best  qualified  for 
office,  irrespective  of  party.  He  has  ofTiciated  as  a 
delegate  to  the  county  conventions  and  is  a  School 
Director  in  his  district  which  office  he  has  held  for 
twenty  years.  He  has  been  Highway  Commissioner 
for  six  years.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  find  their 
religious  home  in  the  Cumberland  Piesli^'terian 
Cluirch  in  which  Mr.  Salladaj-  has  been  an  Flder 
six  years  and  when  a  yoijnger  man  labored  actively 
in  the  Sunday-school. 

Our  subject  is  the  offspring  of  an  excellent  fam- 
ily, being  the  son  of  George  and  Rebecca  (Craft) 
Saliada}',  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
German  descent.  Grandfather  John  Sallad.ay  emi- 
grated from  the  Fatherland  at  an  earlj'  period  in 
the  history  of  this  country  and  settled  in  Peimsyl- 
vania.  Upon  the  coming  of  the  Revolutionary 
AVar  he  was  a  baggage  master  in  the  Continental 
Army  from  the  beginning  to  its  close.  The  ma- 
ternal grandiiarents  of  our  subject  were  born  in 
Pennsylvania  but  were  of  German  descent.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Salladay  were  married  in  Penusvl- 
vania,  where  the  mother  died  in  l!s;3.'j,  leaving  two 
children — our  subject  and  a  younger  brother.  The 
father  subsequently  remarried,  and  in  1834  removed 
to  Ohio  where  he  sojourned  for  a  period  of  thirty 
years.  Thence  he  came  to  this  countj'  in  the  spring 


of  isci.  residing  here  until  1H77.  His  next  re- 
moval was  to  Homer,  Champaign  Coilntj',  where 
he  lived  eleven  years,  dying  in  September,  isss. 
The  mother  survives  and  makes  her  home  with  Inr 
son-in-law,  Mr.  Bennett,  near  Homer  and  is  now 
seventy-six  years  old.  Both  the  Craft  and  the 
Salladay  families  were  people  of  note  in  their  com- 
munity, distinguished  for  the  high  princiiiles  and 
sturdy  industry  which  were  among  the  character- 
istics of  their  German  nationality.  They  were 
uniformly  well-to-do.  industrious  and  frugal  and 
uniformly  exercised  a  good  inlliience  upon  the  va- 
rious communities  in  which  thej'  resided.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  worthiest  of 
their  descendants,  [lerpetuating  the  name  with  dig- 
nity and  honor. 


"^a- 


'^  LBEIiT    G.  OLMSTEAD   is  a  worthy   de- 
^1    V    '''-'*^"''^"''   *^f    Puritan    ancestry',  his    fore- 

ijj   l»    fathers  having  been   numbered  among  the 
©!  early  settlers  of  New  England.     In  a  later 

day  and  generation  his  grand [larents  and  parents 
became  pioneers  of  Vermilion  County,  and  here  the 
most  of  his  life  has  been  passed.  He  has  not  only 
been  a  witness  of  the  marvelous  growth  of  this 
section  of  the  countrj-  in  the  fifty  years  that  he  has 
lived  here  as  boj-  and  man,  but  it  has  been  his  good 
fortune  to  aid  in  its  upbuilding.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  intimately  connected  with  the  material 
pros|icrity  of  C'atlin  Townshii)  as  a  progressive 
and  skillful  agriculturist,  and  as  one  of  its  most  in- 
fluential public  ollicers.  He  owns  a  farm  on 
section  23,  that  in  all  its  appointments  and  improve- 
ments is  equal  to  any  other  in  this  locality,  and 
here  he  and  his  wife  have  an  attractive  home,  to 
which  they  welcome  many  friends,  as  they  have  a 
warm  [ilace  in  the  hearts  of  the  entire  commu- 
uity. 

Stanley  Olmstead.  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  cit}-  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  George- 
Olmstead,  Sr.,  and  his  wife,  Hannah  (Roberts)Olm- 
stead,  natives  of  New  England.  The}-  came  to 
Vermilion  County  from  Ohio  in  1839,  and  ho  died 
here  twoyears  later.   His  wife  did  not  long  survive 
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liirD,dyin;j:  in  SL-pteinbcr,  1843.  Their  son.  Staiile}-, 
nmrricd  Alinii'a  Green,  a  n:itive  of  Vermont,  and 
tlicy  ben-an  tiic  journey  of  life  together  in  Janie.s- 
town,  C'hautaiuiiia  Co..  X.  Y..  wliere  he  was 
busil}'  eng;aji'ed  for  .several  years  in  eoiistructing  a 
farm  from  the  primeval  forests  of  that  sec-tion  of 
the  country.  lie  subsequently  removeil  from  there 
with  his  family  to  Marietta.  Washington  Co.. 
Oiiio,  but  after  living  tiiere  five  j'ears,  lie  came 
witii  tliem.  in  1839,  to  A'crmilion  County,  making 
the  journey  down  the  Ohio  River,  up  the  Wabash 
River  to  Perrysville,  and  thence  going  to  what  is 
now  known  as  ISalestown,  and  settling  in  that  vi- 
cinity among  the  pioneers  that  had  preceded  them 
to  this  then  wild,  sparsely  settled  countr3-.  The 
father  operated  a  sawmill  known  as  Olmstead  Jlill. 
and  besides  nianufauturing  lumber,  engaged  in 
building  flatboats,  that  being  the  onlj'  mill  where 
such  boats  were  built,  and  the  most  of  those  that 
were  made  in  this  section  of  the  country  were 
built  there.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  JM.asonie  fra- 
tornit}',  and  quite  a  prominent  man  in  his  commu- 
nity, and  his  death,  in  184S,  was  considered  a  loss 
to  the  township.  His  widow  was  re-married  about 
ten  years  afterwards,  becoming  the  wife  of  Thomas 
W.  Douglas,  and  is  still  living  in  Catlin  Townshii) 
at  an  advanced  age.  She  holds  to  the  Presbyter- 
ian faith,  and  is  a  sincere  Christian. 

Of  the  ten  children  that  blessed  the  union  of 
Stanley  Olmstead  and  wife,  our  subject  was  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth.  He  w.as  born  in  the  vicinity 
of  Jamestown,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  14, 
1831.  He  was  a  lad  of  about  eight  years  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  and  grandparents  to  this 
county,  and  the  remaining  years  of  his  boyhood 
and  his  youth  were  passed  in  Danville  and  Catlin 
townships.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  old 
log  school  house  of  those  early  days.  He  earl}-  be- 
gan life  for  himself,  as  he  was  but  seventeen  j'oars 
tif  age  when  his  father  died,  and  the  main  charge 
of  the  family  devolved  u|)on  hitn,  he  reiiting  land 
and  working  at  farming  to  support  those  depend- 
ent upon  him.  When  he  was  twenty-fuur  j-ears 
ohl  he  married  ami  rented  a  farm  in  Catlin  Town- 
^hill  the  ensuing  seven  \  ears,  the  place  belonging 
to  Harr}'  Sandusky.  After  that  he  bought  a  small 
place  in  Catlin  Milage,  and  continued  renting  land 


for  three  j-ears.  The  second  year  after  the  pur- 
chase of  the  County  Farm  in  18C7,  he  was  ap- 
jiointed  Superintendent  of  it,  and  he  was  found  to 
be  the  right  man  in  the  right  [)lace.  faithfidly  and 
conscientiously  discharging  the  duties  of  that  oner- 
ous position,  1)3"  his  skillful  farming  improving  the 
land,  and  treating  the  poor  pe<)[)le  under  his  charge 
with  firmness  and  kindness.  He  retained  that  otlice 
eight  years,  and  then  tendered  his  resignation,  as 
ho  desired  to  invest  some  of  his  money  in  land  and 
go  to  farming  on  his  own  account.  Soon  after  he 
took  possession  of  the  land  he  now  on-ns  and  op- 
erates, it  having  been  the  homestead  of  the  parents 
of  Mrs.  Olmste.ad.of  which  she  inherited  a  portion. 
The  balance  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Olmstead.  His 
present  farm  consists  of  180  acres  of  land,  exceed- 
ingly' rich  and  i)roductive,  and  he  has  been  con- 
stantly making  improvements  till  the  place  is 
considered  one  of  the  best  in  the  neighborhood. 
He  has  erected  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings  and  a 
pleasant  residence,  fine]}'  located  somewhat  back 
from  the  higlnv.ay. 

This  homestead  formerly  belonged  to  Mrs.  Olm- 
stead's  parents.  Thomas  N.  and  ^lary  Brown  (San- 
dusky) Wright,  early  pioneers  of  A'ermilion  County, 
and  here  she  was  born  and  bred,  and  on  this  spot, 
under  an  apple  tree  in  the  j'ard,  her  marri.age  with 
our  subject  was  solemnized  July  22, 18.55,  and  here 
her  life  has  thus  far  been  spent  happily  and  se- 
renely. She  has  never  been  very  far  from  this 
home  of  her  birth,  and  has  never  ridden  in  the 
cars,  or  been  bc^'ond  the  limits  of  the  county.  Mrs. 
Olmstead  is  a  notable  housekeeper,  and  is  well 
verfed  in  the  art  of  making  those  about  her  com- 
fortable, and  every  one  who  crosses  her  threshold 
is  sure  of  a  cheerful  welcome.  Her  parents  were 
born  in  Bourl>on  County,  K3-.,and  when  the  father 
was  nineteen  years  old  and  the  mother  twent\-, 
the}'  came  to  Vermilion  County,  and  were  united 
ii  marriage  six  weeks  later,  in  the  year  1831.  near 
Indianolia.  and  immediately  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  liy  .'\Ir.  Olmstead.  Mr.  Wiiglil  built  a 
log  cabin,  and  in  that  hnnilile  abode  they  htgan 
their  wedded  life.  May  31.  18."j1.  .Mrs.  Wright 
died,  leaving  live  c-hildrcn.  of  whom  Klizabeth 
Ann.  Mrs.  Olmstead.  was  the  eldest.  The  father 
was  afterwards  married  to   Nancy    Dougherty,  and 
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he  (Hod  Nov.  18,  1872,  on  the  homestead  tliat  lie 
had  eliminated  from  the  wild  i)rairies.  !Mrs.  (Min- 
stead  was  born  Sept.  22,  1832.  In  this  home  of 
her  girlhood  and  womanliood  five  children  have 
lilessed  her  wedded  life  witii  f)ur  subject,  nanielj-: 
Mar^-  B..  the  wife  of  John  II.  Palmer;  Charles,  wlio 
married  Agnes  Eminett,  who  died  Nov.  17,  1887; 
William  C,  who  married  Miss  Eva  Beck;  George 
E. ;  and  Albert  C. 

Mr.  Olmstead  has  been  a  valuable  citizen  of  tliis 
section  of  Vermilion  County  since  attaining  man- 
hood, as  he  is  a  man  of  good  personal  habits,  is 
just  and  honest  in  his  dealings,  wise  and  safe  in 
counsel,  and  has  alwaj-s  exerted  his  influence  to 
advance  the  interests  of  his  community  morally, 
socially  and  educational!}'.  He  h.as  t.aken  an  active 
part  in  the  public  life  of  this  townsliip.  has  held 
the  office  of  Supervisor  two  terms,  and  for  eleven 
jears  was  School  Trustee.  He  is  a  valued  member 
of  Catlin  Lodge,  No.  28.5,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  has 
been  Master  of  tlie  lodge.  In  politics  he  sides 
with  tlie  Democrats,  and  is  a  strong  su|)porter  of 
parly  princ![)les.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  failhful 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  acts 
of  their  daily  lives  show  them  to  be  consistent 
Christians. 

A  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  handsome  home 
and  surroundings  of  Mr.  Olmstead  is  shown  else- 
where in  this  volume. 


►^l^-- 


UILLIAM  CESSNA,  Su.,  who  is  well  known 
throughout  Vance  Township  as  one  of  its 
*J^^  most  prosperous  men  (inancially,  is  now 
approaching  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  hav- 
ing been  born  Nov.  7,  1822.  He  is  a  native  of 
Bedford  County,  Pa.,  where  his  father,  Evan 
Cessna,  was  also  born.  The  latter,  when  approacli- 
ing  manhood,  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmitli. 
Later  lie  turned  his  attention  t(j  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  became  owner  of  a  good  farm.  He  mar- 
ried ^Ii3s  Mary  Motelena  Fenstermaker,  also  a  na- 
tive of  tlie  Keystone  State,  and  whose  ancestors 
were  from  German}'. 

XUr  parents  of  our  subject  continued  residents  of 


PeiHisvlvaiii-i  for  several  years  after  their  marriage. 
The  father  carried  on  blacksmithing  and  farming 
combined,  and  operated  witli  fair  success.  He 
finally  decided  upon  a  change  of  residence,  and  in 
1842  set  out  for  Ohio  with  Iiis  family,  settling  in 
the  ■\Veslern  Reserve  in  what  was  then  Trumbull 
but  was  afterward  changed  to  Mahoning  County. 
There  the  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives.  The  household  circle  originally  coiii|)rised 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  mature  3'ears, 
and  six  of  whom  are  now  living.  William  was  the 
third  child  of  the  family,  and  like  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  acquired  a  limited  education  by  attendance 
in  a  log  school-house,  under  a  system  of  instruc- 
tion in  keeping  with  that  time  and  place.  LTpon 
aiiproaching  manhood  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tanner,  also  that  of  a  brick  and  stone  m.ason.  Since 
a  1)0}'  of  twelve  he  has  been  mainly  deijendent 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  assisted  his  father  con- 
siderabl}'  until  his  marriage.  Evan  Cessna  was 
very  nearly  blind  for  many  \'eais,  having  a  cata- 
ract over  each  eye,  and  losing  the  sight  of  one  en- 
tirely. 

The  18th  of  May,  18.50,  marked  an  interesting 
epoch  in  the  life  of  our  suljject,  as  on  that  day  he 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Sarah  .fane,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Hawkins,  a  farmer  and  mechanic  of  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  The  3'oung  couple  commenced  the 
journey  of  life  together  in  a  manner  corresponding 
to  their  means  and  surroundings,  and  Mr.  Cessna  for 
several  years  thereafter  folhjwed  his  trade  in  .Alahon- 
ing  County.  Finall}'  he  removed  to  Stark  Count}', 
sojourning  there  probably  two  }'ears,  and  then,  in 
'  1856,  changed  his  residence  to  JIarshall  County, 
Ind.  In  the  latter  place  also  he  followed  his  trade, 
and  purchased  300  acres  of  land,  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  which  he  carried  on  until 
18G8. 

During  the  above  mentioned  year  Mr.  Cessna 
moved  into  Champaign  County,  III.,  and  about 
twelve  months  later  purchased  the  farm  upon  which 
his  son  William  now  lives,  in  ^'ermilion  County. 
Later  he  added  forty  acres  to  it,  then  traded  forty 
acres  for  that  which  he  now  occupies.  Upon  this 
he  has  lived  for  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  and  ef- 
fected very  many  improvements,  [)lanting  a  10- 
itcre  orchard,  putting  the  fences  in  repair,  and  add- 
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iii;j;  tlie  necessary  buildings.  He  lias  invested  his 
siiriihis  capitid  in  additional  land,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  500  broad  acres.  Ilis  i>ossossions  are  the 
result  of  his  own  industiy  and  perseverance,  and 
lie  has  delved  from  the  soil  an  ample  competence 
for  his  declining  years. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  (Hawkins)  Cessna  departed  this 
life  Sept.  15,  18GI,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three 
years,  four  months  and  eleven  days.  Of  her  union 
with  our  subject  there  were  born  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living:  Jolm  ^\'.  married  3Iiss 
M^'ra  Nichols,  wiio  is  now  deceased;  he  is  the 
father  of  five  chiblren,  and  lives  in  Jlineral  Point, 
Kan.;  Sarah  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Wallace  A. 
Yazel;  they  live  four  miles  northwest  of  Homer, 
and  have  five  children;  Martha  Ellen  married 
Marion  Tibbetts,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  ciiil- 
dren;  tiiey  live  four  and  one-half  miles  southwest 
of  Fairniount;  AVilliam  L.  IX  married  Miss  Sally 
O'Shea;  they  have  one  child,  and  live  one  mile 
west  of  Mr.  Cessna. 

Our  subject  contracted  a  second  marriage  Jan. 
29,  1865,  with  ^Irs.  Lucina  Melser,  who  was  the 
mother  of  two  children  by  her  first  husband.  The 
result  of  this  union  was  three  children — Rosa  I., 
Charles  M.  and  Mar}'  M.,  who  are  all  living  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Jlr.  Cessna  has  alwa^-s 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  politics,  and  keeps  himself 
fully  posted  upon  all  matters  of  national  interest. 
He  is  one  of  the  warmest  supporters  of  the  Re[)ub- 
lican  party,  believing  it  the  pasty  of  progress  and 
reform,  and  the  party  upon  which  the  prosperity 
of  America  depends.  In  Indiana  he  served  as 
Pathmaster  three  years,  and  in  the  district  where 
he  now  lives  has  been  a  School  Director  nine  years. 
Formerly  he  belonged  to  the  I.  0.  O.  F. 

Mr.  Cessna,  witii  wise  forethought  and  care  has 
furnished  us  with  a  portion  of  the  family  record, 
which  we  append  as  follows.  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  (Haw- 
kins) Cessna  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.. 
May  4,  1811.  Jolm  W.,  her  eldest  son,  was  born 
in  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  7,  1  S51.  Artlissa 
A.,  the  eblest  daughter,  w.is  born  Feb.  19,  1854, 
and  died  in  Ohio.  Sarah  A.  was  born  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  Feb.  11,  1856.  Martha  Ellen  was 
born  in  Marsluall,  Ind..  April  24.  1858.  William 
L.  D.  was  born  in  Marshall  County,  Ind..  Oct.  23, 


I8G1.  Rossa  Ilora  w.'is  born  in  Marshall  County, 
Ind.,  May  28,  1866;  Charles  M.  was  born  in  Cham- 
paign County.  III.,  Jan.  20,  1869.  Mary  Matilda 
was  born  in  Vermilion  County,  HI..  Oct.  27,  1872. 
Evan  Cessna,  the  father  of  our  subject,  died  July 
29,  1861,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  His 
wife,  M.ary  Motelena.  died  Jan.  21),  1876,  at  the  age 
of  seventy -six  3-ears. 


-m^l' 


AMl'EL  .STARK,  of  Sidell.  is  numbered 
among  its  most  useful  and  praiseworthj- 
citizens,  and  performed  no  small  part  in 
the  early  settlement  of  the  pl.iee  with 
whose  growth  and  develoi)ment  he  has  ever  main- 
tained a  warm  interest.  In  1885  he  jjurchosed  the 
Cleveland  Hotel  and  from  a  small  beginning  built 
up  a  good  patronage  and  became  poi)ular  among 
traveling  men  generally.  In  connection  with  this 
he  operated  excavating  machines  such  as  the  Mould 
Ditcher,  the  Plow  Ditcher  and  Road  Grader,  and 
graded  several  miles  of  road  in  Vance,  Sidell  and 
Carroll  townships,  making  an  excellent  thorough- 
fare which  is  greatly  appreciated  bv  those  most 
nearly  concerned. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Stark  were  John  and  Mary 
(Cassadyj  Stark,  who  were  of  Kentucky  birth  and 
parentage  and  came  to  this  county  during  its  early 
settlement,  locating  on  its  southern  line.  Their 
family  comprised  fourteen  children,  eleven  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Samuel  was  born  in  Indiana 
and  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits.  He  received 
a  limited  education  in  the  primitive  schools  and 
developed  into  a  strong  and  healthful  man,  sound 
in  mind  and  body  and  well  fitted  for  the  position 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  as  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  his  community.  He  was  married  in  Au- 
gust, 1875,  to  Miss  Christina  Rawlings,  and  the 
young  people  commenced  their  wcilded  life  toge- 
ther on  the  Amos  Jackson  farm.  Later  Mr.  .Stark 
was  connected  with  several  farms  as  general  over- 
seer, among  them  being  the  well-known  Allertou 
farm,  formerly  the  property  of  John  .Sidell.  In 
1881  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Danville.  .Mr. 
Stark  having    purchased  the  furniture    in    the  Mc- 
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Connick  House  of  tlifil  city.  Kii^lit  nidiiths  later 
they  a.£f:iin  removed  to  a  farm  at  Garrett  Grove, 
where  they  reniaineil  four  years.  Their  su'isequent 
movements  we  have  ah'eady  indicated.  On  mov- 
ing to  Sidell  ^Irs.  Stark  assumed  charge  of  the 
Cleveland  House,  which  she  has  since  conducted 
with  marked  success  and  has  become  very  popular 
witli  the  traveling  public.  She  seems  admirably 
adapted  to  her  responsible  i)osition  and  possesses  a 
great  deal  of  tact,  generosity  and  kindness,  having 
the  faculty  of  making  welcome  all  who  come  within 
her  doors.  She  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinar}' 
business  abilities,  and  is  increasing  her  patronage 
perceptibly  each  year. 

A  native  of  Lee  Coiinly,  Va..  Mrs.  Stark  was 
born  Jan.  19,  185.),  and  is  the  daughter  of  Sampson 
B.  Rawlins,  also  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion  and 
who  married  Jliss  Klizabeth  Sauford.  of  his  own 
State.  r>otii  were  of  English  descent.  They  were 
married  in  Virginia,  whence  they  removctl  to  Cl.ay 
County,  Ky..  about  1860.  The  father  prosecuted 
farming  for  three  years,  but  in  1803  again  changed 
his  resilience,  settling  this  time  near  Paris  Edgar 
County,  this  State.  Ten  years  later  they  came  to 
this  county  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Sidell  Town- 
ship. Finallv  selling  this  also,  tliej-  removed  to 
Fairmount  and  conducted  the  Hall  House  one  year. 
Afterward  Mr.  Rawlings  engaged  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  business  of  that  place  about  a  year.  He  re- 
moved to  Sidell  in  188")  and^in  1887  established  a 
store  of  general  merchandise  at  Archie.  After  a 
time  he  was  burned  out,  suiTering  a  loss  of  %i8,000. 
He  is  now  employed  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  a 
grocery  house  in  Chicago. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Stark  departed  this  life 
ALarcli  19,  1888,  at  the  age  of  tifty-six  3'ears  eight 
months  and  twenty-eight  days.  Her  family  con- 
sisted of  nine  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Nancy, 
is  the  wife  of  .T.  P.  .Jackson,  a  farmer  of  Sidell 
Townshii),  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children; 
Christina.  ^Slrs.  Stark,  was  the  second  child  of  the 
famil}';  .lames  W.  H.  IL,  marrieil  Miss  Ida  Patter- 
son and  operates  as  a  carpenter  and  builder  in 
Sidell;  he  is  the  father  of  one  child.  Zarilda  mar- 
ried George  B.  Baum,  of  Sidell,  who  operates  as  a 
farmer  and  liveryman,  and  they  have  two  chil 
dren;  Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Austin  Jones,  a  business 


niaii  <if  Mt.  Carniel,  and  they  have  one  child; 
Sarah  J  is  at  home  with  her  father;  John  F.  is 
farming  in  Sidell  Township;  Dora  is  a  saleslady  at 
Cerro  Gordo,  111.;  Fannj'  M.  lives  with  her  father 
and  sister. 

Mrs.  Stark  thus  in  her  youth  lived  in  three  dif- 
ferent States,  Kentucky,  ^'i^ginia  and  Illinois,  She 
attended  the  common  school  and  at  an  early  age 
evinced  an  aptitude  for  business  details.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  years  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Stark. 
She  has  contributed  her  full  quota  to  the  rapid  and 
thrifty  growth  of  the  village  of  Sidell,  in  the  ex- 
cellent management  of  her  house  and  in  attr.acting 
to  it  a  class  of  well-to-do  and  intelligent  pooi)le. 

A  large  force  of  builders  is  now  (June,  1889) 
actively  engaged  in  enlarging  the  Cleveland  House, 
which  when  completed  a  month  hence,  will  accom- 
modate a  large  number  of  guests  and  prove  an  or- 
nament to  the  village.  Mrs.  Stark  patronizes  the 
worthy  enterprises  established  in  the  village, 
among  them  the  Jlethodist  Eiiiscop.al  Cliurch,  in 
whose  erection  she  took  a  warm  interest.  She  is  a 
lover  of  music  and  all  tiiose  things  which  contrib- 
ute to  the  comfort  and  satisfaction  of  the  i)eople 
who  ni.ay  sojourn  under  her  roof.  She  is  a  lady  of 
decided  views  and  sympathizes  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  The  Ladies'  Aid  Socictj'  finds  in 
her  one  of  its  elticient  meinl)ers.  To  her  and 
her  husband  have  been  born  four  children: 
Callie,  who  died  ininfancj^;  Mary  Alice;  an  infant 
who  died  unnamed;    and  Forest  E. 


lENJAMIN  ZKIGLER.  This  gentleman  is 
the  oldest  settler  in  the  eastern  half  of 
l{[^Jjfl  Grant  Township,  in  this  county,  having 
lived  there  moie  years  than  any  other  per- 
son now  residing  within  its  borders.  He  was  born  in 
Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  INIarch  5,  1830,  and  when 
twenty  years  old  came  to  Fountain  County.  Ind., 
with  his  elder  brother,  .John,  making  the  journey 
the  entire  distance  in  a  two-seated  wagon  drawn 
by  one  horse.  They  came  from  Carlisle,  in  their 
native  county",  to  Indianapolis,  Ind..  over  the  roail 
then  known  as  the   National  Pike,  and  thence  to 


^^  7  c,  -  5 


■-- 1-'.^  "J*  la      "' 

w*"*^-'.  ■■*■  rf-^  p| 


Residence  or  John  Pollard,3ec.21.  Carroll  i  f.  Vermi  lion  Co. 


'<l*-^*^Xi:-.^  ^., 


fcl2.=^ 


y.,  ..^<^^   *-^^: ^ -  „'-^»iEt-.5»;*-i:?.C^<viw»:.- ,—  -i*J^I^^fi*»  j-.t-^.. 


a^-i^V'igS^feSa^a^^:3iiV-g;is¥a&y..^gSrtaiii5iS^ 


RESIDENCE  OF  Wr    H  .  SCONCE,  5 EC.  16.  SIDELLTp.  VeRMILION  CO. 


'rrm-^'^f^. 


i  -■-,.,■  v-f.^ 


Store  and  Residence  of  Michael  Fisher. iNDiftNOLA. Vermilion  Co. 


1 


PORTIJAIT  AND  BIOOKAl'IHCAL  ALBlUr. 


377 


their  stoppiivir  place,  now  named  Reileislmiuli,  then 
known  as  Clianiliershuiii;.  The  trip  (iccupieii  tno 
weeks  and  fuiir  days,  tnit  it  can  nuw  be  made  be- 
tween tiiose  two  points  in  sixteen  huuisl  .loiin 
Zeigler  liad  siient  the  previous  year  in  Indiana, 
and  our  subject  made  the  journey  West  with  iiini 
sini[)ly  as  an  adventure.  lUit  he  liked  tlie  looks  of 
the  country,  and  determined  to  sta\>  especially  as 
he  found  lie  could  yet  twice  as  auu^h  for  his  labor 
there  as  lie  could  in  the  lOast.  Accordingly  he 
located  in  Fountain  County  and  began  working  out 
by  the  month.  He  made  his  home  there  until 
18.jG,  when  having  by  this  time  secured  a  life 
partner,  he  came  to  "W'rmilion  County  and  for 
two  years  worked  for  his  fat)ier-in-law.  Having 
saved  a  little  mone^'  he  had  in  1852  bought  S2il 
acres  of  Government  laud  on  section  1.)  in  Grant 
Towusiiip.  and  it  is  on  this  place  his  h(jinc  now 
stands.  lie  was  too  poor,  however,  to  build  on  it 
or  cultivate  it,  and  he  let  it  lie  idle  until  18.')S. 
when  he  managed  to  get  a  house  built  on  it,  but  was 
yet  unable  to  get  it  "  broke."  and  therefore  for  the 
following  two  years  he  farme<l  what  is  known  as 
the  "Ann  IJrown  "'  place,  of  ICO  acres,  one  and 
one-half  miles  east  of  his  house.  In  this  w.av  he 
accumulated  some  small  means,  and  the  following- 
year  he  broke  forty  acres  of  his  own  land  with  a 
team  of  four  yoke  of  cattle  and  a  twenty-four  inch 
plow. 

Ilis  Industry  and  energy  soon  made  themselves 
felt,  and  each  successive  year  saw  Mr.  Zeigler  a  little 
better  off.  Gradually  more  and  more  land  was 
brought  under  cultiv.ition,  fences  and  hedges  were 
made  and  planted,  farm  buildings  were  erected,  and 
after  the  lapse  of  j'ears  more  land  was  bought,  and 
to-day  our  subject  owns  an  excellent  farm  of  540 
acres  in  one  body,  well  fenced,  drained,  cultivated 
and  witii  good  and  suflicient  buildings,  and  as  lie 
looks  around  over  his  bro.ad  acres  he  can  reflect 
with  satisf.action  upon  the  fact  that  this  is  all  the 
work  of  his  own  hands.  When  he  first  bought 
this  land  it  was  all  bare  o[)en  |)rairie.  not  a  tree  or 
shrub  was  on  the  ground.  Now  it  presents  to  the 
eye  a  tyi)ic.i.l  American  western  scene.  The  house 
stands  back  some  distance  from  the  ro.ad  and  is  ap- 
proached from  the  front  through  an  avenue  lined 
on  either  side  with    well  grown    maple    trees;    the 


J    bnihlings  are  all  that  are  needed,  for  the  large  f;u'm. 
the  growing  crops  and  the  conteuteil  cattle  grazing 
'    in  the  enclosed    fields,  all    bespeak  thrift  and  com- 
petence.     All  this  is  the  work  of  Mr.  Zcigler's  own 
hands.     The  fine  grove  of  maples  which  surrounds 
his  house  was  raised  by  himself  from  seed  and  cov- 
I    ers  nine  acres,  and  an  apple  orchard  of  four  acres, 
I    also  of  his  own    planting.     The  country   when   he 
.lirst   came     here  was    wihl  and    unsettled,   and    his 
nearest  neigldior  for  some  time  was  two  miles  away, 
and  from  the    rising  ground  near  his  house,  as  far 
as    the  eje  could   see.  there  were   less  than  a  dozen 
'    houses.     Prairie  wolves  w/re  numerons,  comi>olling 
'    the  settler    to   house  his  stock    at  night,  wild  game 
was    plentiful,   and   deer,  ducks,  gecsc   and   pi'airie 
chickens   were    in    such    abundance  thai  df)gs  were 
I    kept  and  trainei!  to   keep  them    fr(--n   the  farmer's 
!    grain  fields,  and    the    pioneer's  tabic  was  well  snp- 
I    plied   with   delicacies,  the    fruit    of    his   gun.      But 
1    one   road  was  then  laid  out  hereabouts,  the  settlers 
making  their  way  across  the  prairies  bv  following 
tracks  made  by  others  who  had  gone  before.     Not 
a    fence  was  uii,  and    to   leave  the  beaten  path  was 
to  run  the  risk  of  being  lost  on  the  prairie.     Trad- 
ing was  done    mostly  at    Attica,   Ind..  thirty  miles 
aw.ay,  the  trip    to   store  and    liack   consuming  two 
days.     31r.  Zeigler  says  it  was  his  custom  when  re- 
turning,  if  overtaken    by  darkness,  to  lie  his  lines 
j    and   let  his    horses  take  their  own  way,  they  never 
;    failing    to  bring  him  safely    home     when    human 
!    eyesight  was  of  no  avail  in  finding  the  road. 
!        Now  how  different  the  scene.      Public  highways 
I    are  laid  out  in    all  directions.     The  country  about 
I    is  thickly  settled,  and  half  a  mile  from  .Mr.  Zcigler's 
door  is    the  village    of    Chenevsville,  a  station  on 
the  Lake  Eiie  and  Western  Railroad.     Around  his 
home  is  a  thickly  settled  and  prosperous  conimun- 
it}'.    with   evidence    on    every    hanil    of   comfort. 
schools  and  churches   are  easy  of    access,  and  all 
the  appliances  of  civilization  are  at   the   farmer's 
door.      This    change   has    been    brought    about   by 
the  toils  and  sacrilices  of  such  men  as  our  subject, 
and  to  such  all  honor  is  due. 

Mr.  Zeigler  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Ftmntain 
County,  Ind..  Jan.  .3.  185  1.  with  Miss  'W'riina 
Brown,  daughter  of  .lohn  ami  Catherine  Brown, 
early  settlers  in  tluit  part  of   Indiaiui.     The  former 
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was  born  in  Perry  County,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  in 
Daupliin  County  in  the  same  state.  After  mar- 
riage they  emigrated  to  Indiana,  where  Mr.  Brown 
improved  a  large  number  of  farm.s.  certain]}-  as 
many  as  twenty,  selling  as  soon  as  lie  could  get 
advance  on  his  i)roperty.  In  this  way  he  made 
considerable  money  and  during  the  latter  years 
was  quite  well-to-do.  lie  died  in  Hoopeston 
in  the  winter  of  1SS4-8j.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  some  years  previously  at  Ottcrbein,  Benton 
Count}-,  Ind.  ilrs.  Zeigler  was  born  in  Fountain 
County,  Ind..  ^larch  27,  1834.  By  this  marriage 
nine  children  were  liorn,  all  except  one,  wbo  died 
in  childhood,  being  now  living:  Cyrus  A.,  the  eld- 
est, farms  a  jiortion  of  the  homestead  half  a  mile 
cast  of  his  father's  house,  and  is  married  to  Miss 
Cyrenia  Leverton,  and  they  have  one  child  and 
one  is  deceased;  Peter  ]M.  is  married  to  Susan 
Labaw,  has  one  child,  and  lives  two  miles  east  of 
his  birthplace  on  a  farm  Itelonging  to  his  aunt, 
Catherine  A.  I5rown;  .biliu  B.  is  married  to  Jose- 
phine Stufflebcam,  and  lives  on  a  rented  farm 
in  tiie  northeastern  corner  of  Grant  Township; 
George  B.  is  married  to  Mary  Ann  Labaw,  and 
has  two  children  and  lives  on  a  part  of  his  father's 
farm;  Benjamin  Franklin,  itary  Amanda.  Hacliael 
Mahala  and  William  J.  are  unmarried  and  are  jet 
under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Zeigler  has  w-itnessed  and  participated  in  the 
growth  and  increasing  prosperity  of  tiiis  part  of 
Vermilion  County.  When  he  came  witliin  its 
borders, growth  had  hardly  been  begun  in  this  part 
of  the  count}-.  The  site  of  the  nourishing  citv  of 
Hoopeston  was  a  barren  prairie  which  he  could 
have  bought  from  the  Government  at  §1.25  per 
acre,  but  he  thought  it  dear  at  that,  w-hen 
prospecting  for  a  site,  as  the  land  was  low  and  wet, 
and  therefore  bouglit  w-here  he  is,  where  the  land 
lies  higher.  On  such  small  things  does  fortune 
sometimes  hinge.  Yet  he  has  no  reason  to  com- 
plain. Starting  from  an  humble  station  and  from 
small  beginnings  he  lias  achieved  a  competence. 
and  what  is  still  better,  has  gained  the  universal 
respect,  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  comniunitv, 
a  just  tribute  to  the  moral  and  upright  life  of  tiie 
man  and  to  his  entire  trustworthiness  of  character. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  compelled  by  Uis  fel- 


low--townsmen  to  accept  oHice  at  their  hands,  hav- 
ing been  Sciiool  Director.  Town  Trustee,  Road 
Overseer,  etc.,  and  he  is  now  Assistant  Supervisor, 
and  among  the  worthy  citizens  of  Vermilion 
County  none  stands  higher  in  the  estimation;  of 
those  who  know  him  than  does  Benjamin  Zeigler, 
the  pioneer. 


I  [fclLLIAM  THOMAS  SANDUSKY  has  for 
\^jf  more  than  twenty  years  been  prominently 
V^  identified  w-ith  the  leading  farmers  and 
stock  growers  of  Vermilion  County,  a  shrewd,  in- 
telligent set  of  men,  and  in  that  time  he  has  been  an 
important  factor  in  extending  its  great  agricul- 
tural interests.  He  has  a  farm  on  section  36,  Cat- 
lin  Township,  of  some  over  400  acres,  which  is 
well  cultivated,  and  on  which  he  has  erected  a 
substantial,  roomy  set  of  buildings,  and  has  all  the 
needful  machinery  and  appliances  for  carrj-in"- 
on  agriculture  with  facility  and  .  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage. 

Our  subject,  although  a  Kentuckian  by  birth, 
was  reared  in  Illinois,  and  has  passed  the  most  of 
his  life  here,  his  parents  having  been  amoncr  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Shelby  County.  His  father 
William  Sandusky,  w-as  a  native  of  Kentuck\-, 
while  his  mother,  Julia  (E.arp)  Sandusky,  was  born 
in  Virginia.  They  were  married  in  Kentucky,  and 
there  commenced  their  wedded  life,  but  in  1829 
when  our  subject  was  a  small  infant,  they  emi- 
grated to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Shelby  County. 
In  the  following  spring  Mr.  Sandusky's  earthly 
career  was  cut  short,  while  he  was  yet  in  life's 
prime,  by  his  premature  death.  The  wife  survived 
him  ten  years,  when,  in  1840,  she  too  p.asscd  awav. 
Of  a  family  of  three  children,  our  subject  was 
tiie  second  child  and  the  onl}-  son.  He  was  born 
in  Bourbon  County,  Ky.,  March  11,  1829,  and  was 
consequently  but  a  few  months  old  when  his  par- 
ents brought  him  to  this  State.  He  was  bred  to  a 
farmer's  life  in  Shelby  County,  and.  amid  the  pio- 
neer influences  that  surrounded  his  eariv  life,  he- 
came  strong,  manly,  self-reliant  and  energetic.  In 
the  spring  of  1848  he  left  the  place  where  his  life 
had  been  mostly  passed  hitherto  and  came  to  Ver- 
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milion  County,  having  in  his  charge  a  drove  of 
cattle,  wliieh  he  herded  here  till  tiic  fall  of  tiic 
year,  when  he  proceeded  with  thcni  toward  New 
York.  He  only  went  .is  far  as  Sand iiskv,  however, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  cattle  .at  a  g<jod  price.  He 
then  returned  to  Vermilion  County,  and  for  some 
years  after  tli.at  was  engaged  in  farm  work  and  in 
in  tending  cattle.  In  the  spring  of  185.3.  ambi- 
tions to  accumulate  money  faster  tlian  he  was 
doing,  he  determined  that  he  would  seek  the  gold 
mines  of  California,  and  going  there  by  the  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  he  pursued  mining  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  with  fair  success  till  the  f.all  of 
185.T.  Tiring  of  the  rough  life  of  tlie  camps,  he 
turned  his  face  homeward,  and.  coming  to  "\'er- 
milion  County  once  more,  was  soon  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  buying  stock,  continuing 
that  till  the  spring  of  1859.  At  that  time  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  hotel  business,  having  gone 
to  Grccncastle,  Putnam  Co.,  Ind.,  in  June,  and 
building  a  hotel  known  as  the  Junction  House.  He 
was  profitably  engaged  in  its  management  till  the 
spring  of  18GC,  when  he  sold  out.  returned  to 
Vermilion  County  and  bought  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  having  decided  to  turn  his  attention 
once  more  to  the  calling  to  which  he  had  been 
reared,  and  for  which  he  has  a  natural  aptitude. 
He  now  gives  his  attention  whollj-  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  for  several  years,  besides  managing 
his  farm,  was  extensively  engaged  in  buying  .and 
shipping  stock,  and  stdl  continues  to  raise  a  goodly 
number  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

November  30,  1859.  was  an  important  date  in 
the  life  of  Mr.  Sandusky  as  it  was  the  occasion  of 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Emily  A.  Clements,  who 
has  been  to  him  all  that  an  intelligent,  refined, 
capable  wom.an  can  be  to  the  man  by  whose  side 
she  walks  the  journey  of  life,  making  his  home 
pleasant  and  attractive,  and  a  welcome  retreat 
from  the  cares  of  business.  She  is  a  wise  and 
tender  mother  to  their  children,  of  whom  thej'  had 
four,  as  follows:  Ada,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charlie. 
who  died  at  the  .age  of  five  months;  Maggie  and 
Kate,  who  are  left  to  brighten  the  household  liy 
their  presence.  iMrs.  .Sandusky  w.as  born  in  Shel- 
by ville,  III..  May  28,  1839,  a  daughter  of  John 
and    Emily  (Livers)  Clements,    natives  of    Mary- 


land. Her  [larcnts  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Shelby  County,  and  there  the  father  died.  The 
mother  is  living  in  Shelby  County.  III. 

Mr.  Sandusky  is  a  man  of  mu«h  (.xperieiice. 
gifted  with  firmness,  sagacity,  .nud  fori'Mglit  to  a 
marked  degree,  which  traits  have  no  duubt  been 
instrumental  in  gaining  him  a  position  among  the 
first  citizens  of  Catlin  Township  as  a  substantial, 
well-to-do  farmer.  He  is  very  liberal,  and  never 
hesitates  to  spend  his  money  where  it  will  d<i  good 
or  relieve  suffering.  He  has  a  mind  of  his  own, 
and  is  very  tenacious  in  his  opinions.  Tiiis  is  es- 
peciallv  true  in  regard  to  his  political  views,  he 
being  a  very  strong  Republican,  .active  in  political 
affairs,  and  giving  material  support  to  his  party. 
He  h.as  not  mingled  much  in  public  life,  having 
devoteil  himself  strictly  to  his  own  private  affairs, 
but  he  has  been  School  Director  for  a  long  term 
of  years,  interesting  himself  greatly  in  educational 
matters. 


aHARLKS  HILLJIAX.     There  are  few  mort 
,  industrious     or    more     conscientious    and 
worthy    men    in   Oakwood    Township    than 

the  subject  of  this  notice,  who  is  located  upon  a 
well-improved  farm  upon  section  24.  His  property 
is  the  result  of  his  own  unaided  industry  and  has 
been  accumulated  by  j'ears  of  arduous  labor  and 
close  economy.  Modest  and  retiring  in  disposition 
he  is  a  man  making  ver\'  little  show  in  the  world, 
but  one  whom  his  friends  recognize  as  ijossessed  of 
high  i)rinciple  and  sound  common  sense,  and  one 
whose  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  A 
patriot  during  the  late  Civil  War,  he  contributed 
his  quota  in  assisting  to  preserve  the  Union  and  it 
is  hardly  necessary  to  ?ay.  uniformly  votes  the 
str.aight  Republican  ticket.  He  has  ever  been  the 
advocate  of  temperance,  practically  and  theoretic- 
ally and  with  his  estimable  wife  is  a  member  in 
g<jod  standing  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church. 
in  which  he  has  officiated  as  Steward  and  Class- 
Leader  and  held  other  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility. 

The   offspring  of  a  good   family,  Dur   subject  is 
the   son  of  Edward    Hillrnan,    a    native  of     En<'- 
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liuul  and  a  tailor  by  trntlc  wliicli  lie  followed  for 
some  time  in  London,  Province  of  Ontario.  <  an- 
ada,  to  whiLli  lie  emigrated  when  a  young  man. 
His  niothi-r,  who  was  of  Scotch  descent,  died  when 
a  j'Oiing  woman,  and  when  her  son  Charles  w.as 
scarcely  more  than  nine  j-ears  old.  Charles  and  his 
eldest  sister  were  afterward  taken  to  the  home  of 
Mr.  John  Bateman,  of  Ontariri,  witli  whom  he  lived 
until  coming  to  Illinois  in  CJetolnT.  1  isjT,  w  Iilmi  a 
yonth  of  seventeen  3-ears. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
four  children,  Charles  being  the  eldest.  He  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Marcli  8,  l.siO  and  re- 
ceived veiy  few  opportunities  for  an  education.  He 
attended  school  for  a  time  after  coming  to  this 
State  but  had  liis  own  living  to  make  and  was 
mostly  employed  on  a  farm.  Ho  saved  wliat  he 
could  of  his  earnings  as  years  jiasscd  on;  and  at  the 
ago  of  twenty -seven  was  owner  of  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Oakwood  Townsliip,  and  some  personal 
property. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Hill- 
man  that  same  j'ear  enlisted  in  Company  I,  35th 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  with  liis  regiment  in 
the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Perryville  and  Chicka- 
mauga.  At  the  latter  he  was  wounded.  Sept.  I'.i. 
1803,  being  shot  through  the  left  thigh  in  a  pecu- 
liar and  dangerous  manner.  His  recovery  was  long 
and  tedious,  he  lying  in  the  hospital  until  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  at  which  time  expired  his  terra  of  en- 
listment and  he  received  his  honorable  diseluirgo. 
Upon  his  recovery  he  again  entered  the  ranks,  V\-h. 
1,  1865,  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  150th  Illinois 
Infantry.  He  served  with  liis  regiment  in  Georgia 
and  Tennessee  some  months  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  receiving  his  second  and  final  discharge,  Feb. 
1,  1866,  and  now  draws  a  pension  from  the  Ciov- 
ernment.  He  went  into  the  service  as  a  private 
and  on  account  of  fidelitj-  to  dutj-  and  bravery  in 
times  of  danger,  was  first  promoted  to  Sergeant 
and  afterward  to  Second  Lieutenant,  with  whiih 
rank  he  was  mustered  out. 

The  8th  of  October,  1867,  witnessed  the  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Hilliary  and 
the  newly  wedded  [lair  settled  at  once  upon  the 
farm  whic'.i  they  now  own  and  occup}-.  This  em- 
braces 202|  acres  of  land  all   in  one   body,  132| 


acres   un<lcr  cultivation    and   embracing   property- 
formerly   owned    by  Slartiii   Oakwood.     The  four 
I    children  born  to  Jlr.  and  Mrs.   HiUinan  are   nameil 
i    resiK'Ctively    Edward    .1..  Bertha,    George    F.  and 
j    Mary  !■'..      I'liey  are  all  at  hoiae  with  their  parents, 
j    are  well  educated  and  form  a  most  intelligent  and 
interesting  grouij.      Mr.  Ilillinan   has   ofTiciated,  as 
j    School    Director    in    his    disti-ict    for  a  period    of 
]    twelve  years,  and  has  been  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways three  years.     Stock-raising   forms  a  leading 
[    feature    of    his    farming    operations,   an    industry 
which  is  veiy  profitable  in  Central  Illinois.     As  an 
ex-soldier    our    subject  is  identified  with    George 
IMorrison  I'ost,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Glenburn. 

Mrs.  Hillman  was  born  ^Nlarch  15,  1849,  in  Ver- 
milion County,  111.,  anil  is  the  daughter  of  George 
Hilliary,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county 
and  who  died  about  1876.  His  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing being  now  seventy-live  years  old  and  making 
her  home  in  Oakwood. 


'/%)  ^^^^"'"*'^'  '^-  lII^'^'i'ON.  -AI.  D..  a  poi-iilar 
1'  p  physician  of  A'orniilion  County,  was  born 
^^^  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  on  the  3d  day  of 
August,  1831.  His  father,  Evau  Heiiton,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  was  married 
in  Ohio  and  in  an  early  day  moved  to  Indiana  and 
settled  in  Fountain  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  four  miles  from  Attica.  He  resided 
here  until  1838,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Highland  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  one  and  a  half  miles 
from  Hillsboro.  and  there  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  185G.  His  wife's  maiden  name 
was  Maria  Inskeep,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Inskee[).  She  died  on  the  home 
farm  in  1876.  Sh(>  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, six  of  wIkjiii  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood and  whose  names  follow:  Kli/.a.  Clinton, 
Rachael,  Colman,  Samuel  and   Mary. 

Dr.  Hcnton  was  a  lad  of  six  years  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  received  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  also  at- 
tended Hillsboro  Academy.     At    the  .age   of  six- 
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teen,  he  eonimenoeil  teaching  ami  laiii;lil  and  at- 
tended seliool  alternately.  In  the  nKanliine  he 
brcauio  anxiou.--  t(j  stud}' medicine,  and  pursued  his 
studies  in  this  direction  all  thrungli  the  lime  cov- 
ered b}-  teaching  school.  In  July,  1853  he  came 
to  A'ermilion  County  and  inaugarated  a  successful 
I)ractice  of  his  profession,  hut  being  anxious  to 
further  post  himself  he  went  from  ^MycisviUe, 
where  he  lived,  to  Cliicagu,  where  lie  attcnikMl  IJiish 
Jledical  College,  graduatijig  therefrom  in  KSCl. 
lie  retuined  to  Myersville  and  praeticed  until  May, 
1872,  when  he  came  to  Danville,  where  he  has  been 
a  successful  practitioner  since.  In  18.';i3  he  mar- 
ried Susan  Gnnd}',  who  is  a  native  of  Russ  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  adaiighter  of  Joseph  Cund}', 
(a  sketch  of  whose  life  appeals  in  another  part  of 
this  vcjlumc.) 

Dr.  Ilenton  is  a  member  of  Olive  Branch  Lodge 
No.  38,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also  of  Vermilion  Chap- 
ter No.  82,  R.  A.  M.  The  Doctor  and  wife  arc 
comnumicants  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church. 
Professionally  Dr.  Ilenton  has  been  very  successful, 
and  as  a  citizen,  his  reputation  is  one  of  tiie  high- 
est. He  keeps  well  read  up  on  current  events,  and 
is  what  the  world  calls  a  well-posted  man. 

D  C.  PATE  is  numbered  among  the 
^,  worthy  citizens  of  Vermilion  Count}-  who, 
natives  of  its  soil,  have  for  many  years  been 
active  in  developing  and  extending  its 
great  agricultural  interests,  and  while  so  doing 
have  placed  themselves  in  independent  and  pros- 
perous circumstances.  He  was  born  and  reared  in 
Catlin  Town.-^hip,  and  since  attaining  man's  estate 
has  been  a  practical  member  of  its  farming  com- 
munity, owning  and  busily  engaged  in  the  man- 
ngement  of  a  good  farm  of  200  acres  of  fertile  land 
on  section  21. 

Adam  Pate,  the  father  of  our  sul)ject,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia.  When  he  estaljlisiied  himself 
in  life  he  married  Elizalieth  Owens,  a  native  of 
Kentucky.  They  commenced  their  wedded  life  in 
Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  but  in  182'J  they  made 
their  way  through   the   rude    and   sparsely   settled 


I    country    to  Wriniliuii  County,   and    became    early 
j   settlers  in  this  vicinity,  locatiiig  at  first  about  three 
]    miles  north-west  of  Catlin.  and   then  removing  to 
j    this  farm,   which  is   now   in    tiic  possession  of  our 
I   subject.       Here    their  remaining   lives  were  spent 
I    in  the  toil  necessary  to  improve  a  farm  in  the  wil- 
i    derness,   and  now  that  they  have  passed  away,  their 
I    memory  will  be  cherished   with   that  of  other  [lio- 
neers  who  laboreil   .■iiid    saciill'-cd    that  the}'  might 
build    up    comfortable     homes,    and    in   so    doing 
aided  in   building   up  this   commonwealth    of   Ill- 
inois.   The  father  died  Feb.  24.  1867,  .aged  seventy- 
four  years,  two  months  and  five  ilays.     Thc|mothcr 
died  Oct.  8,  1871,  aged  eighty  }ears,  nine  months 
and    twenty-six    da}S.    They  were  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  of  whom  IJird  was  the  thirteenth. 
He  was  born    in   Catlin  Township,  July  12,    ls3<J, 
and  grew  to  manhood  amid  the  primitive  surround- 
ings of  those  early  days  of  the  settlement  of  the 
county,  and  on  the  homestead  where  he  vv.as  reared 
he  has  spent  his  entire   life   thus    far,   and  has  de- 
voted himself  exclusively  to  farming. 

To  the  lad}-  who  presides  over  his  pleasant  home 
and  helps  him  to  dispense  its  abundant  ho^iiital- 
ities  to  whosoever  comes  under  its  sheltciing  roof, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  in  Vermilion  County, 
Dec.  21,  1857.  Her  inai<len  name  was  Rebecca 
Tanner,  and  she  was  born  in  this  county,  July  30, 
1839  to  William  and  Luciuda  ( JIcKinsey)  Tanner, 
early  settlers  of  the  county.  Six  children  have  blessed 
the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  of  whom 
live  are  living — Lafayette  P.  married  Rebecca 
Jones,  and  is  engaged  in  the  coal  business  north  of 
Catlin ;  Horace  M.  is  unmarried  and  resides  in  (rar- 
vanza,  C'al.;  Asa  married  Jennie  Alexander,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  this  township;  Clay  and  Clara 
O.,  the  two  latter  reside  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. Their  eldest  child,  George  W.,  died  when 
about  four  years  old,  and  thus  early  taken  from  this 
weary  world,  he  is  "safe  from  all  that  can  harm, 
safe,  and  quietly   sleeping." 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pate  are  very  jtleasant  people, 
kiiidlv  and  generous  in  tlieir  dealings  with  their 
neighbors,  by  whom  they  are  much  liked.  Mr. 
Pate  has  been  Road  Commissioner  and  School  Di- 
rector, holding  the  latter  otlice  twenty-one  \  I'ars, 
and  in  both  capacities  has  served  the  public  ellici- 
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enti}'.  lie  is  a  sound  Repiibliciin  nnrt  carnostly 
supports  the  principles  promuliratetl  by  liis  party. 
He  is  a  man  of  correct  moral  habits,  ami  tlioii!j;ii  a 
member  of  no  relii,^ioiis  society  yet  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  church  and  does  what  he 
can  for  its  welfare,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  Catlin  Lodge,  No.  285. 

A  fine  lithographic  view  of  the  homestead  and 
surroundings  on  the  farm  of  ^Ir.  Pale  is  shown 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

•— : '^^'      i— 
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TvUDGE  OLIVKU  LOWNDES  DAVIS.  It 
is  seemiiigl}'  natural,  at  Ic.TSt  it  is  easier,  for 
mankind  to  wander  into  crooked  paths 
than  to  follow  the  straight  road  of  recti- 
tude and  honor;  but  he  who  fortunately  con- 
Bnes  himself  t(^  the  latter,  must  iiave  some  realiza- 
tion of  the  homely  and  ancient  adage  that  -'virtue 
brings  its  own  reward."  Men  do  not  realize  the 
truth  of  this  so  much  as  in  life's  decline,  when  the 
shadows  of  the  great  change  which  is  soon  to  come 
are  already  visiljle;  then  fortunate  is  he  who  m.ay 
humlily  feel  that  his  life  labors  have  not  whoU}' 
been  in  vain.  These  thoughts  involuntarily  arise 
in  contemplating  the  career  of  Judge  Davis,  which 
has  been  perhaps,  like  that  of  a  deep  stream,  little 
disturbed  at  the  surface,  but  with  an  under-current 
■whose  strength  has  been  clear  and  decided.  A 
native  of  New  York  City,  he  was  born  Dec.  20, 
1819,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Olivia  (Thomp- 
son) Davis,  who  were  natives  respectively,  of  Sar- 
atoga, N.  Y.,  and  Connecticut.  After  their  re- 
moval to  the  metropolis  the  father  was  for  many 
years  engaged  with  varying  success  as  a  slii|)ping 
merchant. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  pursued  his  first  studies 
in  a  select  school  in  his  native  cit^'.  afterward  en- 
tered Hamilton  Academy,  and  later  was  a  student  I 
at  the  academy  in  Canantlaigua.  N.  Y.  After  lay-  ' 
ing  aside  his  books  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
American  Fur  Company,  which  was  founded  by 
John  Jacob  Astor  and  which  was  at  that  time  un- 
der the  presidency  of  Ramsey  Crookes.  He  con- 
tinued with   this    company   until    1841,    and  then, 


having  determined  to  make  his  home  in  tlie  West, 
came  to  this  county  and  settled  in  Danville,  whcie 
he  now  lives. 

Early  in  life.hulge  Davis  had  looked  forward  to 
the  time  when  he  could  enter  the  legal  profession 
and  now  in  keeping  with  his  long  cherished  desire, 
he  placed  himself  under  the  tuition  of  Lsaac  P. 
Walker  and  began  the  study  of  law.  ]5y  close 
application  an:'  untiring  diligence  he  made  rapid 
progress  in  his  studies  and  on  the  loth  day  of  De- 
cember, 1842,  was  admitted  t<j  the  bar.  Soon 
afterward  opening  an  ofllce  on  his  own  account,  he 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  but  contin- 
ued his  studies  and  in  due  time  established  him- 
self as  a  reliable  practitioner  and  was  regarded 
as  an  able  advocate  who  signalized  himself  as  ex- 
ceptionally honorable  and  high-minded. 

In  1861  upon  the  formation  of  the  T\vent\- 
seventh  Circuit  Court,  Mr.  Davis  was  elected  Judge 
and  was  appointed  l>y  Judge  Treat  as  United 
States  Commissioner.  On  the  1st  of  July,  follow- 
ing, he  was  re-elected  to  the  former  olHce,  which 
he  held  until  July  10,  18G6,  when,  owing  to  the 
meagreness  of  the  salary  he  resigned  and  resumed 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  continued 
with  marked  success  until  1873.  He  was  then 
elected  Judge  of  tiie  Fifteenth  Judicial  Circuit 
which  otHce  he  held  until  1879,  and  in  that  year  he 
was  elected  and  commissioned  Judge  of  the  Fourth 
Judicial  Circuit. 

In  the  meantime,  on  the  2,5th  of  September, 
1877,  our  subject  was  appointed  by  the  Supreme 
Court  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Aiipellate  Court 
— an  office  to  which  he  was  twice  suljsequentiv  re- 
appointed and  in  which  he  served  with  great  wis- 
dom and  discretion  for  twelve  3'earsand  at  the  end 
of  the  second  appointment  retired  from  the  bench. 
He  is  particularly  distinguished  for  his  legal  acumen 
and  honesty,  together  with  great  puritj-  of  motive, 
while  his  equitable  rulings  and  gentlemanly  bearing 
have  secured  him  the  high  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  had  dealings.  As  a  law^-er.  he  has  honored 
his  profession,  while  as  a  Judge,  he  holds  the  un- 
qualified respect  of  both  bench  and  bar. 

In  [lolilics.  Judge  Davis,  was  oiiginally  a  Demo- 
crat, but  upon  the  organiz:ition  of  the  Re[nibiican 
partj'  he  became    identified   with    that    body.      He 
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was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  first  in  I80I,  a.ncl 
.■iir^in  in  1857.  A;^ide  from  this  he  has  declined 
political  preferment,  findinii  more  satisfactory  oc- 
cupation in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession. 
In  his  religious  views,  he  is  a  Presbyterian,  having 
united  with  that  church  in  1870. 

Judge  Davis  was  married  Dec.  5,  1844,  to  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Cunningham,  a  daughter  of  Ilezckiahand 
Mary  (Alexander)  Cunningham,  who  were  natives 
respective!}- of  Virginia  and  Georgia.  In  the  lat 
ter  State  weremanj'  members  of  the  Alexander  fam- 
ily who  rose  to  eminence,  and  were  i)articularly 
gifted  with  the  traits  of  an  iliiistrious  ancestry.  Mrs. 
Davis  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  was  born  .Sept. 
3,  1827.  To  the  Judge  and  his  accomplished  wife 
there  were  born  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing— Jlary  married  Charles  J.  Palmer;  Lucy,  mar- 
ried J.  B.  IMann;  Jennie,  married  S.  M.  Millikcii; 
Kellie,  Henry  Harmon,  and  Fannie,  E. 


^1  AMES  E.  WHITE  is  industriously  i)nrsuing 
the  calling  of  a  farmer  on  section  10,  Catlin 
Township,  where  be  owns  a  good  farm 
w-hose  well-tilled  acres  yield  him  an  income 
that  enables  him  to  support  his  family  in  comfort. 
He  was  born  in  Perrysvillc,  Ind.,  Sept.  4,  18.')1,  a 
son  of  James  and  Frances  Ann  (Sanders)  White. 
The  former  was  twice  married,  his  first  ■wife  being 
Hannah  Rogers,  the  mother  of  William  White,  of 
whom  a  brief  account  is  given  on  another  page  of 
this  work. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  living  son  of  his  fatiier 
and  mother,  and  was  a  lad  of  eigiit  years  when  his 
parents  came  to  A'ermilion  Count},  this  State,  and 
here  the  remaining  years  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
were  spent,  and  when  it  became  time  for  him  to 
settle  upon  some  calling  by  which  to  earn  a  living, 
he  selected  agriculture  as  the  one  for  whicli  he  was 
the  best  fitted.  He  has  been  quite  successful  thus 
far  and  has  alread}-  placed  his  KiO-acre  farm  under 
excellent  tillage  and  has  m.ade  many  good  improv- 
nients. 

June  3,  1874,  was  the  date  of  one  of  the  most 
important  events  that  ever  occurred  in  the  life  of 


Mr.  White,  cjur  subject,  ;is  at  th;it  time  he  w.as 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Miss 
Emily  Eliza  Browne,  who  is  faithfully  co-operating 
with  ium  in  his  work.  Seven  children  have  come 
to  brighten  their  home,  as  follows:  Ilenrv  W., 
Eliza  F.,  Mirriam  R..  Frederic  J..  Alice  E..  who 
was  taken  from  the  home  circle  Feb.  2,  1888;  Jes- 
sie L.,  and  .Minnie  E. 

^Irs.  White  is  .t  native  of  Catlin  Township,  .nnd 
w.as  born  Dec.  23,  18.J2.  to  William  and  Eliza 
(Jones)  Browne,  natives  of  England.  The  latter 
was  born  Feb.  3,  1820.  and  became  the  wife  of 
William  Browne  May  IG,  1850.  and  with  him  set- 
tled in  Catlin  Township  On  the  2  1th  dav  of 
March,  1854,  he  was  suddenly  removed  bv  an  ac- 
cidental death,  from  the  sphere  of  his  usefulness 
while  yet  in  life's  prime.  On  that  day  he  was  un- 
loading hay  from  a  wagon  near  the  residence  of 
the  late  Henry  Jones,  on  the  road  between  Catlin 
and  Danville.  He  was  on  the  ground  at  the  rear 
of  the  load  unloosening  the  pole  that  bound  the 
hay,  and  the  horses  becoming  frightened  started  to 
run  away,  and  while  he  was  trying  to  catch  them 
he  was  struck  by  the  hay  ladder  of  the  rack,  across 
the  heart,  and  in  less  than  a  half-hour  was  dead. 
He  was  the  father  of  two  children— F]liza  and  Em- 
ily E.,  (Mrs.  White).  Eliza  died  when  about  fif- 
teen months  old.  The  widow  of  AVilliam  Browne, 
and  mother  of  !Mrs.  White  was  afterward  again  mar- 
ried, this  time  being  united  with  Frederic  Tarr;uit. 
a  native  of  England.  Mr.  Tarrant  was  born  at 
Stanford  in  the  Vale,  County  of  Berks,  old  Eult- 
land,  his  birth  occurring  ]\I:iy  15,  1824.  He  left 
his  native  land  in  June,  1853,  coming  almost  im- 
mediately to  the  great  and  growing  'West. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tarrant  became  the  parents  of  a 
large  family  of  children,  whose  names  are  given 
below:  .Sarah  Louisa,  born  Feb.  6,  1857,  married 
Charles  P.  Williams,  Sept.  1.  1875:  I'rederic  Rich- 
ard, born  Jan.  1,  1859.  and  died  May  17.  185',»: 
Miriam  Whitfield,  born  Feb.  10.  isoo.  and  mar- 
ried Nov.  1,  1882.  to  Robert  White;  Ellen  Eliz- 
abeth, born  Dec.  18.  ISGl,  and  died  May  7,  1SG2; 
Arthur  Henry,  born  May  20,  18G3,  and  married 
June  6,  1888,  to  Annie  Estella  Ludy;  Jessie  Bent- 
ley,  born  Dec  20,  I8G5,  aiul  married  March  31, 
1887,   to  Thomas  J.    L>ale;   Thomas  Alfred,   born 
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Feb.  11,  18CS;  Alice  Bertli:i,  .Imiei'l.  IsTO.  and 
Elsie  Kate,  boni  P"eb.  Id,  is".),  ami  ilieil  Dee.  14, 
1871. 

Mr.  While  is  an  honest,  >ol)er.  hanhvoikinir  man, 
and  is  rei^ardeil  as  a  useful  member  in  the  coniuui- 
nily.  He  has  served  his  township  faithfully  as 
iSehool  DirectDr.  He  and  his  wife  are  people  of 
religious  views  and  habits,  and  beloni;  to  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  .Mr.  White  is  identified 
with  the  A.  F.  A  A.  JI.  as  a  member  of  the  (_  atlin 
Lodge,  No.  285.  In  polities,  he  is  a  follower  of  the 
Democratic  party. 

ILLIAM  W.  CURRENT  occupies  a  prom- 
inent position  among  the  progressive,  en- 
terprising citizens  of  Newell  Township, 
his  native  place,  of  which  he  is  Supervisor,  and 
with  whose  agricultural  interests  he  is  closel}'  iden- 
tified. He  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  war.  in  which 
he  won  an  honorable  record  as  a  brave,  faithful 
soldier,  ready  to  do  or  die  for  bis  countr}-. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  Henry  B.  Current,  is 
a  native  of  Virginia,  while  his  mother,  Jlartha 
Srout,  was  born  in  Ohio.  [For  parental  history 
see  sketch  of  Henry  B.  Current].  They  had  eight 
children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  William 
of  whom  we  write,  was  the  eklest  of  the  family. 
He  was  born  in  this  township  Nov.  27,  1842.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  count}-,  re- 
ceiving common  educational  advantages  in  the 
public  schools.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  old, 
an  independent,  self-reliant  youth,  he  left  the 
shelter  of  the  parental  roof  to  learn  the  trade  of 
harness  and  saddler}-  making,  serving  an  apjiren- 
ticeship  of  two  years.  But  after  that  he  did  not 
follow  the  trade,  but  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry 
goods  and  clothing  house  in  Danville,  and  was 
there  for  three  years.  During  that  time  he  had 
been  watching  the  progress  of  the  great  civil  war 
that  was  then  raging  so  fiercely,  and  he  then  deter- 
mined to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  noble  defenders  of 
the  stars  and  stripes  and  fight  with  them  his  coun- 
try's battles.  Accordingly  in  the  prime  and  vigor 
of  3oung   maidiocxl   he  enlisted   in   the    spring   of 


1804  in  Company  K,  37th  Illinois  Infantry,  umler 
the  command  of  C'aiit.  .).  C.  lUack.  afterward  (Jen. 
,    Black.     He  did   good  service  on  .Southern  liattlc- 
tiehls  fur  abuut  a  year,  but  the  hardships  and  pri- 
vations  of  a   soldier's    life    told    on    his    naturally 
I    strong    constitution,  ami    after   the   war  ended    lie 
!    was  discharged  on  account  of  disability. 

After   his  experience    of    military    warfare    Mr. 

Current  returned  to  his  native  county  and  engaged 

as  switchman  in  tlie  Danville  3-ards  for  the  Wabash 

Railway.      He  acted  in  that  capacity  about  a  year 

I    and  was  then  tran.sferred  to  the  freight  olfice  where 

I    he  was   employed  some  six  or  seven  years.      When 

the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois   Railway  was   ciim- 

pleted    he    was  apiiointed    conductor  of    a  freight 

i   train    lunniug  from  Chicago  to  Danville.     A   year 

and  a  half  aftern-ards  tie  gave   that  up  to  accept  a 

i    position  in   the    Chicago    oflice.      After    working 

■    there   one  winter  he  returned   to   Danville   and   in 

June  took  charge  of   the  yard.     A  year  and  a  half 

j    later  he  abandoned  railroading,  and  then  engaged 

!    in   the   grocer\-  business  in  Danville   about    three 

I    years    and    then    in    farming.     In    the    month    of 

I    August.    188(j    yiv.    Current    returned    to    Newell 

1    Township  where  his  early  life  had  been  passed,  and 

has  since  been  enuaired  in  farming  here  at  the  old 

I    homestead  of  his  father,  farming  on  shares. 

Mr.  Current  has  been  twice  married.  He  was 
first  wedded  in  this  county,  in  Catlin  Townshi[),  to 
Miss  Margaret  FLllsworth,  a  native  of  the  county. 
She  bore  him  three  children — Oscar  E..  Harry  S., 
Ida  M.  July  10,  1878,  the  devoted  wife  and 
mother  was  called  to  a  higher  life,  leaving  many 
friends  to  sympathise  witii  her  atHicted  household. 
Mr.  Current  was  married  to  his  present  estimable 
wife  in  Newell  Township,  Feb.  15,  1880.  She  is, 
like  himself,  a  native  of  this  place,  born  June  8, 
1858.  her  maiden  name  Mary  A.  ^lakemson.  Her 
parents,  Hirara  and  Prudence  (Campbell)  Makem- 
son,  are  residents  of  this  townsliip. 

Mr.  Current  is  an  ambitious,  wide-aw-ake  man, 
skilled  in  his  calling,  and  his  abilit}-  and  well- 
known  integrit}'  have  been  dulj'  recognized  bv  his 
fellow--citizens,  who  have  twice  called  him  U>  the 
responsible  oflice  that  he  now  holds  as  Su[)ervisor 
of  Newell  Township,  electing  him  tirst  in  the 
spring  of   1888.  and  re-electing  him  in  the  sprini:' 
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of  1889.  Wliile  living  in  Danville  he  was  City 
Clerlv  for  one  j-ear.  He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F. 
ifc  A.  M.,  Olive  Branch  Lodge,  No.  38.  Vermilion 
Ciiapter  at  Danville  and  Atiielstan  Connnandery, 
No.  45,  at  Danville.  lie  is  a  man  of  sincere  reli- 
gicms  principles,  and  an  active  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Klpiscopal  Church,  in  whicli  he  hasliccn 
an  officer,  and  lie  heartily  cooperates  with  his 
fellow  members  in  whatever  will  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  church  and  of  society  at  larife. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 


!f^^]  AJOR  WILSON  BURROUGHS.  Among 
the  self-made  men  of  Vermilion  County 
Si  none  deserve  greater  credit  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice  wiio  is  in  possession  fif  a 
comfortable  amount  of  this  world's  goods,  obtained 
by  downright  hard  labor  and  wise  management.  At 
the  beginning,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self, he  made  it  a  rule  to  live  within  his  income, 
.and  tliis  resolve  closely  followed  has  given  him 
that  independence  than  whicli.  there  is  no  more 
comfortable  feeling  in  the  world.  In  possession  of 
a  fine  home  and  a  splendid  family,  together  with 
the  respect  of  his  fellow  men,  he  surely  has  much 
to  make  life  desirable.  Ili^  occupation  through 
life  has  been  principally  agriculture,  but  he  is  now 
retired  from  active  laljoraud  has  wisely  determined 
to  spend  his  remaining  years  in  the  comfort  and 
quiet  wliich  he  so  justly  deserves. 

Tlie  ancestors  of  the  M.ajor  were  Southern  peo- 
ple mostly,  and  his  fatlier,  Jesse  Burroughs,  a  na- 
tive of  Kentucky,  was  born  in  1803.  Early  in  life  he 
was  married  May  8,  1823.  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Wil^son 
who  was  born  in  ISOt  in  Pennsylvania,  the  wedding 
taking  jilace  in  Deaborn  County.  Ind.,  to  which  place 
the  young  people  had  emigrated  with  their  iiarcnts. 
They  resided  in  that  county  for  sixteen  j'ears.  then 
coming  to  Illinois,  in  183!).  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Catlin,  this  county,  where  they  lived  a  number  of 
years,  then  changed  tlicir  residence  to  Fairmount. 
The  father  died  on  the  oth  of  March,  1880,  aged 
seventy-six  years,  ten  montlis  and  sixteen  il.aj's. 
The  mother  survived  her  partner    less  than  a  j-e.'ir. 


passing  awaj-  Feb.  25,  1881,  aged  seventy -six  years, 
three  months  and  twenty-four  days. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  l.iorn  nine 
children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  five  of  whom 
are  living,  and  of  whom  Wilson  was  the  second 
child.  He  was  born  Nov.  21,  1825,  in  Dearlxjrn 
County,  Ind.  His  early  education  was  conducted 
in  a  log  school-house  with  greased  paper  for  win- 
dow panes  an<l  the  other  linisliings  and  furnishings 
common  to  the  buildings  of  that  [A'.wc  and  time. 
It  was  never  his  privilege  to  attend  a  higher  school. 
He  had  the  ordinary  experience  of  a  fanner's  boy 
in  a  new  countrv,  assisting  in  the  development  of 
the  farm,  plowing,  sowing  and  reaping,  becoming  in- 
ured to  hard  work  at  an  early  age.  There  were 
very  few  settlers  in  this  region  at  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Burroughs  family,  there  licing  a  few 
Indians  and  French  on  the  Sault  fork  of  the  Ver- 
milion River. 

F"our  days  before  attaining  the  nineteenth  year  of 
his  age  young  Burroughs  was  married  Nov.  17, 
1844,  to  Miss  Martha  Ann  Thompson,  daughter  of 
.lohn  and  Esther  (Paine)  Tliompson,  who  came  to 
Illinois  from  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  in  1830,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Vance  Township,  this  county. 
Their  family  included  eight  cliildren,  four  of  whom 
are  living  and  of  whom  Mrs.  Burroughs  tlie 
second  child,  was  born  Mav  11.  1827,  in  Dearborn 
County,  Ind.  Her  early  education  was  conducted 
in  a  similar  manner  to  that  of  her  husband,  ,and  her 
fatlier  otticiated  as  a  pedagogue  for  several  years. 
After  their  marriage  !Mr.  and  Mrs.  lUirroughs  set- 
tled on  a  rented  farm  near  Catlin,  and  like  their 
neighbors  frequently  had  difficulty  to  make  both 
ends  meet.  There  was  an  abundance  of  labor  and 
with  but  very  little  return.  They  raised  their  own 
llax  and  wool,  and  ^Irs.  Burroughs  s[nin  and  wove 
and  f.ashioned  the  garments  for  her  family.  Mr. 
Burroughs  often  thinks  of  the  time  when  he  went 
to  church  dressed  in  hiune-niado  linen  shirt  and 
pants  and  a  straw  hat.  He  maintains,  however. 
that  those  were  happy  days,  during  which  mutual 
affection  and  mutual  purposes  enabled  them  to  bear 
with  courage  the  burdens  of  life  and  sustain  their 
liopes  for  tiie  future. 

(_)ur  subject  operated  five  j'ears  upon  rented  land 
to  such    good  advantage  that    at  the  expiration  of 
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this  time  lie  was  enabled  lo  puicliase  100  acres- 
eighty  acres  of  piaiiio  at  S")  per  acre  and  twenty 
acres  of  timber  at  §t  per  acre.  He  paid  cash  down 
fur  the  limber  but  was  obliged  logo  in  debt  for  the 
Other.  He  pntup  a  frame  house  and  hauled  the  fin- 
ishing lumlier  for  it  from  a  point  east  of  Eugene. 
Ind.,  the  trip  occupying  throe  days.  He  lived  at 
this  place  seven  j'ears  then  traded  it  for  a  tract  of 
raw  land,  three  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of 
Fairmount.  Removing  to  this  he  went  tlirough 
the  same  process  as  before,  bringing  the  new  soil  to 
a  state  of  cultivation,  putting  up  another  house  and 
hauling  the  lumber  as  before  from  the  same  place. 
This  continued  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his 
little  family  unlil  after  the  outbreak  of  the  late 
Civil  War. 

Altiiough  there  was  mucii  to  engross  the  time  and 
thoughts  of  Mr.  Burroughs  in  connection  with  his 
personal  interests  he.  nevertheless,  responded  to  the 
call  of  his  country  and  in  August,  1862,  entered  the 
army  as  Captain  of  Company  E,  73d  Illinois  Infan- 
try. He  participated  with  one  exception,  in  all  the 
battles  of  his  regiment,  being  prevented  by  illness 
from  taking  part  in  the  fight  at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn. 
On  tiie  18th  of  December,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Major.  Although  iu  many  of  the  im- 
portant eng.agenients  which  followed  he  was  never 
wounded  except,  as  he  expressed  it,  '•  in  the  hat." 
He  has  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  battles  of  Perrj'- 
ville,  Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge,  Rocky  Face, 
Burnt  Hickory.  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree 
Creek,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Lovejoj''s  Station, 
Franklin,  the  two  days  atXashville  and  the  fight  at 
Dalton  and  Resaca.  After  Lee's  surrender  he  was 
mustered  out  in  June,  1865,  at  Camp  Butler.  111. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  army  Major  Burroughs 
returned  to  his  farm  which  he  occupied  until  1867. 
Then,  removing  to  Fairmount.  he  purchased  a  home 
and  has  since  lived  retired  from  active  labor.  Af- 
ter giving  to  his  two  children  each  a  farm  he  still 
has  324  acres  left.  There  were  born  to  liim  and  his 
excellent  wife  four  children,  of  whom  .Melifisa.  the 
eldest  daughter,  became  the  wife  of  I.  N.  Wilcox, 
who  died  Sept.  19,  1887,  leaving  his  widow  with 
one  child,  Harry  B;  Elsworth  Thompson  Burroughs, 
the  eldest  son  of  our  subject,  married  Miss  Laura 
Custer,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children — Fred  and 


Frank — living  near  Wcstville;  Esther  M..  is  the 
wife  of  William  P.  Witherspoon  and  the  mother  of 
three  children— Stella,  AVilson  W.  and  Myrtle:  they 
live  in  a  home  adjoining  that  of  INIr.  Burrouijiis. 
The  youngest  child  Newton  W^..  remains  at  homo 
with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Burroughs  usually  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket  but  further  than  this  takes  no  active 
part  in  politics  and  has  avoided  the  responsibilities 
of  office,  although  serving  as  Director  and  Trustee 
in  his  district.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council  and  as  an  ex-soldier,  belonged  to 
George  N.  Neville.  Post.  G.  A.  R.  until  its  discon- 
tinuance. Major  and  Mrs.  Burroughs  together 
with  all  their  chiUhen,  are  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church  at  F.airm<nint.  This 
was  organized  in  1869  and  the  !Major  has  been  one 
of  its  Elders  since  thst  time.  He  has  always  enter- 
tained an  active  interest  in  the  Sunday-school  in 
which  he  has  held  the  office  of  Superintendent  many 
years.  He  ranks  among  the  foremost  temperance 
men  of  this  community  and  in  all  his  dealings  has 
preserved  that  honest  and  upright  course  iu  life 
which  as  been  the  surest  guarantee  of  a  substantial 
success  and  paved  the  w.ay  to  a  position  in  the 
front  ranks  among  the  responsible  men  of  this 
community.  He  knows  by  what  toil  and  struggle 
his  posessions  were  accumulated,  and  has  a  faculty- 
of  investing  his  caj)it.al  to  the  best  advantage. 

A  portrait  of  M.ajor  Burroughs,  which  .ippeais 
in  this  volume  will  be  valued  b}'  his  manj-  friends 
in  the  county,  and  especially  by  his  comr.ades  in  the 
G.  A.  R. 

"  LBERT     VOORHES,     a     prominent     and 
well-to-ilo  farmer  and  stock- raiser  of    Cat- 
liii   Township,   nmnbereil  among  its  most 
lyj  lienevolent  and   public-spirited   citizens,  is 

a  fine  t3'pe  of  our  self-made  men.  who  while  work- 
ing hard  to  establish  themselves  in  the  world  have 
materially  added  to  the  wealth  of  this  coun'v. 
When  he  and  his  wife  began  life  together,  tlie^- 
had  to  couimenco  in  the  humblest  wa^-,  having  no 
means,  but  by  their   united  labors,  with  wise  econ- 
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